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Baikuntho Recitation Academy

Promoung an art form

NOVERA DHEP!TR

ATKUNTHO Recitation

Academy ranks among the

oldand prominentrecitation
groups ofithe city. The head of the
academy Shimul Mustafa recalls the
history of the group. "When we
formed Baikuntho in 1986, there
were very few other- recitation
groups. We felt the necessity to unite
against the autocratic government
and protest culturally against the
military rule. So looking at from a
socio-political perspective, it was
essential forusto formagroup,' says
Shimul,

In order to popularise recitation
as an art form throughout the coun-
try, Baikuntho members travel
around the country, The group has
aregular programme titled Shekorer
Shondhaney Baikunthor Proyash
(The attempt of Baikunthoin search
of roots)." This group has toured
many placessuchas Comilla, Sylhet,
Chittagong, Naogaon, Bogra,
Mymensinghand Meherpur.

The architects of Baikuntho were
Shimul Mustafa and Nasirul Haque
Khokon. Soon theywerejoined by 15
youngsters.. Prominent among
themwere Deen Muhammad, Tutul,
Farhad and Atiqullah Majumdar.

Later in the mid-1980s,

Recitors presenting Bish Brikhkher Beej: One of their successful productions

.and a recitation performance

Chhandey Anandey, which marked

an official start for the group. The
process of collecting membership

started 10yearslaterand soon other
peoplejoined the group.

.dents are being trained in each

Baikuntho arranges special
recitation training workshops twice
a year. These four-month work-

shops serve astraining platforms for |

the young generation. Afterevaluat-
ing their performance, the partici-
pants are included as members.
Baikuntho has arranged 15 such
workshops from 1996 and 40 stu-

workshop.

The most noteworthy perfor-
mances of Baikuntho are Bende
Kahini, Shotykarer Rupkatha,
Roudro Jaler Khelay, Bishbrikkher
Bij, Anirdistho Upakhyan, Kono
Dakghar Nei and Rushprint. Among
the flourishing artistes are Mehedi
Hassan Chandan, Barkat Ali
Dhruba, Meher Nigar June,
Debobrata Sarkar; Sabbir Al Harun
andKhaleda Shapla.

About the new productions of
the' group, Shimul Mustafa said
regretfully, "We are not allowed to
practice inside the. Teachers Stu-
dents Centre (TSC) as before. Itis,
therefore, difficult for us to work for
new productions,' He also regretted
the idea of allocating places for the
new groups instead of old ones by
the authority of TSC. However,
Shimul said that it is a positive sign
that many groups are formed and
people are getting interested in
recitation.

Baikuntho organised a workshop
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Hollywood actresses as activists

Herfamousname helps support AIDSresearch.
Summing up her life, Taylor, says:' I have had
share ofjoy, pain, luck and
ackand forthlike ayo-yo.1
hopelI'veleamed fromall the experiencesI've had.'

Do films and social causes go together? The answer
 would definitely be yes if one looks at the persona
‘of highflying Hallywood actresses of yore. Take
Elizabeth Taylor. The stunnez, who took the world
by storm, is also dedicated to the global barttle
. against ‘AIDS, while Brgitte Bardot promotes
animal rights'and Jane Fonda is a well'-known

socialactivist,

Here, The Culture Desk profiles these three film
stars who have ventured out to champion causes
dear to them. In the process they have made rip-

plesinareas outside filmdom.

Elizabeth Taylor: The light-eyed septuagenarianis
perhaps as well known for her films as her numer-
ous marriages. Her memorable roles are infilms
such as National Velvet, Cleopatra, Catona Hot Tin
Roof (for which she won a best actress Oscar nomi-
» nation) and Suddenly Last Summer. Describing her,
Tennessee Williams screen’ playwright of the last
two films, said: "Liz Taylor is one of the great phe-
nomenaand symptomsofourtimeinAmerica.'
After eight marriages- she divorced and remar-
ried' Richard' Burton twice over- she immersed
herselfin the global battle against AIDS. In 1985she
co-founded'the American Foundation for AIDS
Research' (AmFAR) with Dr Mathilde Krim--the
same year that ber dear friend and former co-star
RockHudsondied from the deadly disease. In 1991,
the actress founded' the Elizabeth Taylor AIDS
Foundation, which has distributed over US $8
_ million to AIDS organisations around the world.

rough times. I'veb

ofHanoiJane.
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Jane Fonda: The former wife of media moghul Ted
Turner and the daughter of famous film actor
HenryFonda, Jane is a well known political activist.
Her films include Cat Ballou (1965), Barefoot in the
Park (1967), Klute (1974, for which she won an
Oscar), A Doll's Hotese (1973) and Comning Home
(1978, for which she won a second Oscar). Her
more recent works were the thrller The Momning
After (1986) and Stanley and Iris (1990) with Robert
De Niro. Her most recent projectis 2004's Morister-
in-lawwithJennifer Lopez.

She took on the role of an outspoken political
activist in 1967, during the Vietnam War. After visits
with several French Communists and underground
revolutionaries, she decided to speak out against the
war. In 1970, she spoke to Duke University students:
If you understood what Communism was, you
would hope and pray on your knees that we would
some day become Communist.' Fonda's controver-
sial roleintheVietnam war, eamed herthe sobriquet

In 1982 Fonda launched a hugely successful
workoutbookandvideo, called Jane Fonda'sWork-
out. The video spurred an aerobics craze and she
kept pace with numerous exercise videos through-

outthe1980sand 1990s.
In 2002, she joined the pacifists demonstrating
against the occupation of Jerusalem. She paid a
_.visit to Israel and Jerusalem on a mission for the
organisation V-Day, which ﬁghr.s violence against
womenworldwide.

She continues in her ro]c as an activist. She is a
globetrotterwho travels afarto voice the concems of
minority groups such as children and women in
politicallyoccupied countries.

Brigitte Bardot: This actress, best known for her
kittenish appeal, was the first foreign-language star
1o attain success comparable to America's indige-
nous talents. While the vast majority of her pictures
failed to rank even remotely close to the best of her
native France's New Wave-era, output, her films
madeamarkinEnglish-speaking countries.
As a young girl of 15, Brigitte came into the
public eye when she appeared on the cover of Elle
- magazine. Among her popular films are Le Trou
Normand, Helen of Tray, Cefte Sacree Gamine.and
En Effevillant. The last two films positioned her as
France's sexsymbol by 1957,

Today Brigitte is better known as a diamplon of
animal rights’ Her organisation, the Foundation
Brigitte Bardot, is dedicated to the cause of animals
andisperhapsmore significantthan anyofherfilms.

Compiled by Cultural Comrespondent

Shahnaz Beli's solo Lalon album

Kothai Achhey Din Darodz Shain

AFSAR AHMED

AKIR Lalon Shah-- some

brand him as a humanist

because of his revolt against
the bindings of caste and religion.
Moreover the depth of his lyrics is
akin to Sufism, which caters for
universal peace and love. Kolotan
Audio Vision has recently released
Shahnaz Beli's first solo Lalon CD to
capture the essence of Lalon's
music and to spread: his views
among the audience and Fspccial]y
the nextgeneration.

Lalon exponent, Dr. Khondokar
Reazul Haq unwrapped the cover in
the launching ceremony and wished
Shahnaz' good luck in her
endeavours. Eminent singer, com-
poser Azad Rahman, singer Zeenat
Rehana, Khondokar Nazrul, Islam,
Bari Siddiqui were also present on
the occasion.

Shahnaz grewupin the village of
Kushtia-- the 'place where the cre-
ator of mystical songs Lalon Shah
once began his voyage. Shahnaz ’s
early days were punctuated by the
tune of the ekrara and dotara
(stringed ‘instruments) played by
her father. This musical environ-
ment had a tremendous impact on
her during her childhood. These
cultural influences paved the way
for the emergence of a new genera-
tion of Lalon singers.

In her newly launched CD
Shahnaz sang 10 songs-- mostly
with unfamiliar tunes. So, in this
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Zeenal Rehana, Dr K. R Hugue, Shahnaz and Azad Rahman at the ceremony

respect the CD is a great addition to
our musicindustry.

The songs-- Kothai achherey shei
din dorodi shain, Mukhey porrey
shodai la ilaha illallah, Cheye
dekhnarey mon dibbo nojorey, Ke
tomarey. e besh bhushon and Adi
mokka ei manob dehey-- will defi-
nitelywin appreciation, though they
are not Lalon's popular numbers.
After the successful launch of her
first folk CD, animprovementinher
singingstyleisnoticeable.

Along with these unexplored
Lalon songs, she also sang a few
popular tunes like Key banailo emon
rongmahalkhan, Jao hey shyam rai
kunjey, Prem roshik hobo kemoney,

Shei Kala Chand nodey eshechey and
Dekhnamonfhakmari.

Almas Ali, the music composer of
the CD, seems to have set his sights
on attracting the next generation.
Probably the director and the pro-
ducer were influenced bythe maxim
that music- based songs are more
popular than mystical songs.

The positive feature of the CD is
that the original flavour of Lalon
songs can'be maintained with the
tunes of _e}:mm and dotara. Overall
the CD is well recorded and the
songs are well selected. Shahnaz's
latest venture should stand her on
solid ground in the music firma-
ment.

Titanic film dlrector honoured

The director of the film Ttanic -
which won 11 Oscars - was
acclaimed by a university in recog-
nition of his contribution to marine
science and maritime archaeology.

James Cameron was presented
with the honorary degree of doctor
of The University of Southampton -
home port of the ill-fated liner
which sank onits maiden passenger
voyageacrosstheAtlantic.

Cameron first visited the wreck of
the ship in 1995 after developing a
fascination for White Star vessel
which left Southampton on April 10,
1912 belore hitting an iceberg five
days later. More than 1,500 people
died.

* His epic 1997 feature film, star-
ring Leonardo. DiCaprio and Kate
Winslet, included real footage of the
wreck on the ocean floor. Among its
11 Academy Awards were those for
Best Director and Best Film.

~In al later praject, Cameron
returned 'to the Titanic to direct the

James Cameron

3-1) motion picture Ghosis of the
Abyss, documenting the wreck on
theseabed in greaterdetail.
Commenting on his award,
Cameronsaid: 'l'am deeply gratified
1o be receiving an honorary degree

from a university that is so distin-
guished in the research of ocean
sciences,’ 3

The degree reflects Cameron's
workin developing new underwater
film and remote vehicle technology
to dive downand explore Lhesunken
vessel.

Manned submersibles were used
to reach the deplhs of the Atlantic
from where mini-Remote Opcraxed
Vehicles (ROVs) werereleased.

Cameron's crew then unleashed

two mini-robotic cameras to inves-
tigate the nooks and crannies of the
ship, producing hundreds of hours’
offootage.
' A spokesman for the university
said: 'In' the . documentary, the
Titanic appears from the murky
gloom like an eerie vision and the
cameras tour the interior of the ship
revealing views which have notbeen
Witnessed since 1"}12

Source; Infernet

Magazme prograrmne Probash Mela

Probash Mela, amagazine show, will
be telecast on BTV and BTV World
tomorrow at 05:00 pm. This
programme: revolves around the
lives of the expatriate Bangladeshis
who have built a home away from
home. The show, written, planned
and presented by Mamun Imtiaz, will
have Bangladeshi expatriates
singing popular‘numbers, present-
ing a small skit about money laun-
dering, an over-all display of life in
Chicago and also a description °
about student Jife in a foreigh land.
Writer Anisul Haque will also speak
to the Bangladeshis living overseas
to extend help to the flood effected
people. The show has been pro-
duced by Rafiq Uddin Ahmed.
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* News Bulletin.

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm, 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7:00 pn,

News (Bangla) at B:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm,

News (English) 813; 00 pm, 10:00 prn,
Lato Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15 am.
Telocast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
200 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telocast of BTV News (Bangla: and
English) at11:30 pm.

Lates! News (Bangta) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
| 4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8;00 pm.

| niv
1 News Headlines (Bangla) al 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English} at11:30 pm,

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines{Bangks) &t 5:30 pm. 7:30

pm.
Tara News (Bangla) &l 8:30 pm. 11:30

pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
| pm.
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The Mask
OnHBO at 9:30 pm

Genre: Fantasy / Action / Comedy / Crime
Jim Carrey Peter Rregen. Cameron Diaz
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