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Bahrain
through

A.FR'JmEn_

Ten-man Bahrain knocked
Indonesia out of the Asian Cup on
Sunday with a 3-1 victory despite
having a player sent off after a goal-
motthbrawl.

The result puts Bahrain into their
first ever Asian Cup quarter-final as
runners-up in Group A and is a bitter
defeat for Indonesia, who needed just
adrawtoprogress.

Contraversy flared after substitute
Elie Aboy pulled one back for
Indonesia on 76 minutes with the
score at 2:0. Bahrain defender Sayed
Mohamed appeared to punch
Ponaryo Astaman as the Indonesian
midfielder, eager for a quick restart,
wrestled forthe ball.

However, Talal Yusuf put the game
beyond doubt just five minutes later
with a superbly taken free kick which
rocketed into the top left of the
Indonesian goal past 'keeper Hendro
Kartiko.

Striker Husain Ali, who scored the
late equaliser in Bahrain's 2-2 draw
with China, had put the Middle
Eastern side ahead just before half-
time, side-footing Talal Yusuf's cut-
backpastKartiko.

The second was a classic counter-
attack as Indonesia pushed forward
for an opening. A'ala Hubai was on
hand to fire in a cross from his brother
Mohamed after Indonesian defender
WarsidiArdifluffed hisinterception.

The Indonesians rarely threatened
Bahrain's defence until Aboy's right-
footed goal on 75 minutes. Bambang
Pamungkas had rattled the bar with a
bulletheader earlierinthe half.

It was fifth time lucky in the Asian
Cup for Bahrain, population 680,000,
who have shot up the FIFA rankings
underCroatian coach Srecko Juricic.

Theywill face thewinnersof Group
\C where Iraq play Saudi Arabia and
Turkmenistan face already qualified
Uzbekistanon Maonday.

Hosts in
quarters

AFP, Beifing

China booked their place in the
quarter-finals of the Asian Cup here
Sundaywitha L-0victory over Qatar,

Alate headed goal from defender
XuYunlong ensured the hosts quali-
fied for the last eight Group A win-
ners, with Bahrain finishing run-
ners-up. China, will. paw play the
second-placed team in Group C in
the quarter-finalson Friday.

But China made hard work of
breaking down the Qataris, who
wrapped up a miserable campaign
that saw them sack coach Philippe
Troussier last week after just one
mateh.

Xu settled the contest for China
on 78 minutes in front of a 62,000
crowd at the Workers Stadium, the
lanky defender nodding in from
close-range after captain Li Weifeng
knocked down an inswinging corner
by midfielder Li Ming.

Manchester City's Sun Jihal, who
came on as a second-half substitute,
could have doubled China's lead in
the closing stages only to see his
header crash against the woodwork.

CopaAmerica
Uruguay gets
third spot

AFP, Cusco

Goals from Fabian Estoyanoff and
Vicente Sanchez gave Uruguay a 2-1
win over Colombia in their Copa
America third-place play-off here on
Saturdaynight.

Sanchez made up for his semi-
final penalty miss against Brazil which
halted Uruguay's passage into
Sunday’s final, to score the winning
goalinthesoutheastof Perne.

Aleft-footlobin the 80th minute of
the consolation game edged out
Colombia after Estoyanoff had put
Uruguay ahead in the third minute
after being fed from the left by
Sanchez

Sergio Herrera equalised for
Colombiawitha70th-minute penalty.

The final will be played between
Argentina and Brazil in Lima on

Sunday;
Scolari has
time
AFP, Lishon

Portugal goach Luiz Felipe Scolari
said Sunday he was in no rush to
returmn to his native Brazil, which he
led tothe 2002World Cup title.

He told Portuguese daily Correio
da Manha he did not believe he
could find good working conditions
in Brazilian football at the moment.

"Aside from that, after the 2006
World Cup'Tam counting on staying
on for a while longer in Europe," he
said. '

After leading Portugal to the final
of the Euro 2004 championship,
Scolari agreed to stay in charge of
the Portuguese national team
through to the 2006 World Cup.

"Big Phil", as Scolari is popularly
known, told Portuguese media
earlier this week that he had
received numerous job offers from
European clubs, including one from
England's Everton, during last
__month'sEuropean finals.
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THAT'S GROSS! Iran's Mohammed Nosrati (R) s about to stamp on an Omani player as his teammate All Karimi (L)
takes the ball awayin Chongging on July 24,

ASIAN CUP
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AFP, Chongying

Three Iran players were suspended
and a referee was kicked out of the
Asian Cup here Sunday as officials
moved to crush foul play after the
three-time champions' bitterly
controversial 2-2 draw with Oman.

Tournament officials slapped a
four-match ban on Iran's goal hero
Mohammed Nosrati for his brutal
stamp on an Oman player and
suspended defenders Rahman
Rezaei and Ali Badavi for slapping
each other in an extraordinary
bust-up.

Bahraini referee Abdul Rahman
will also play no further part in the
tournament after an erratic dis-
play of officiating in the Group D
game that Omani players believe
costthemafamous victory.

Asfan Football Confederation
(AFC) general-secretary Peter
Velappan said the punishments
sent a message that violence
wotlld notbe tolerated.

"Until this game all the
matches had been played in a
wonderful sporting spirit of fair
play. We had nothing to worry
about, Then suddenly this hap-
pens,” said Velappan.

"The AFC wants to send a
message that this sort of thing is
not acceptable,”" added Velappan,
who was particularly shocked at
the sight of Rezael and Badavi
trading blows.

"l have never seen anything
like that in 50 years of involve-
ment in football. To see two play-
ers from the same team fighting
was incredible,” he said.

Rezaei and Badavi were
handed two-match bans and
fined 3,500 dollars each for facing
off and slapping each otherin the
second half before team-mates
intervened.

Nosrati, who was also fined

An Iranian shame

7,000 dollars, was his team's hero
on Saturday after scoring a dra-
matic equaliser deep in injury
time to secure a 2-2 draw for Iran
after Oman had led by two goals
midway through the second half.

But Oman's players were furi-
ous that Nosrati was still on the
pitch after anincident in the 62nd
minute when he had blatantly
trampled on the back of opposing
striker Imad Ali.

Nosrati will play no further
part in the tournament, his four-
match ban not running out until
after the final on August 7.

Iranian officials said they
expect to appeal the suspensions
after studying the disciplinary
committee's ruling.

Referee Rahman's failure to
punish Nosrati's foul proved
crucial.

As Oman's players protested
Iran swept up field to score a
63rd-minute goal through Al
Karimi to get themselves back
into the game before Nosrati
headed home his last-gasp

equaliser.

"It was a very, very bad foul
that caused us to lose concentra-
tion," said Oman l:uar:h Milan
Macala.

The Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) warned
before the tournament that refer-
ees guilty of major errors would
be punished as part of a zero-
tolerance drive to raise officiating
standards.

AFC referees chief Farouk
Bouzo said in a statement that
Rahman had been sent home
after a panel had reviewed his
performance.

"Our referees were told at the
start that we expected much from
them and that they were responsi-
ble for their decisions,” Bouzo
said.

"They were informed that any
influential mistake will not be
acceptable and that referees who
did not show a good standard or
made influential mistakes would
not be given asecond chance."

Crazy night in Chongging

Japan, Iran in last eight
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AFP, Chongging

Holders Japan came from behind to
beat Thailand and book their place in
the Asian Cup quarter-finals
Saturday as Iran fought back to
snatch a controversial draw with
Oman.

Japan became the second team to
reach the last eight after recovering
fromthe shockofan eartygoal to beat
the injury-hit Thais 4-1 before 40,000
hostile local fans at the Chongging
OlympicSports Centre.

Thailand stunned Japan with a
superb opener after 12 minutes,
Sutee Suksomkit jinking clear on the
edge of the area before lashing a
feracious drive into the roof of the
net.

But Japan, who saw fhél national
anthem and every touch hooed by
Chinese supporters packed into the
ground, quickly recovered (o level
before eventually overwhelming the
Thaisintheclosingstages.

Shunsuke Nakamura curled in a
fine 21st-minute free-kick to equalise
before defender Yuji Nakazawa put
his team ahead on 57 minutes, rifling
home a low shot through a crowded
penaltytomakeit2-1.

Takashi Fukunishi added a third
on 69 minutes, directinga firmdawn-
ward header from a corner past
Thailand goalkeeper Kosin
Hathairatanakul, before Nakazawa
completed the rout two minutes
fromtime.

Japan coach Zk_:u said he was
proud of the way his side had
responded to the early goal and the

catcalls from fans, a reflection of .

lingering enmity felt by many
Chinese towards Japan for its WWII
occupationofthe country.

The victory left Japan with maxi-
mum points from two matches in
Group D and guaranteed them a
quarter-final berth, after Iran recov-
ered from two goals down to forcea 2-
2 draw against Oman with an injury-
time equaliser.

The result means Iran need only a
point from their final mateh against
Japan on Wednesday to reach the
quarter-finals, ascenario thatlooked
unlikely as they trailed 2-0 to Oman

after a brace hy talented striker Imad
y MI -v Lol U-!

Iran coach Branko Ivankovic™
could only look on in horror as his
powerful side led by former Bayern
Munich centre-forward Ali Daei fell

into disarrayearlyinthe second half.

Defenders Rahman Rezael and Ali
Badaviwere involvedin an extraordi-
nary on-pitch bust-up, facing off and
slapping each other before quickly
beingseparated by team-mates.

The turning point came on 62

minutes, when Mohammed Nosrati,
escaped ared card forablatant stamp
onthebackof Oman goalscorer Alias
helayhelpless on the pitch.

With Oman's players still
incensed that Nosrati's foul had
somehow gone unpunished by
Bahrain referee Abdul Rahman, Iran
swept upfield and pulled a goal back
through Ali Karimitomakeit2-1.

Oman appeared to be set for

victory however, carving out a string

of openings in the final 15 minttes
that should have put the game
beyond the Iranians reach.

But in the third minute of injury
time, Asian player of the year Mehdi
Mahdavikia floated a teasing free-
kickinto the Oman penalty box and)
Nosrati -- lucky to still be on the pitch
--noddedhome toequalise.

Oman coach Milan Macala said
Nosrati's mrampling of Ali had dis-
tracted his players at a crucial time,
opening the way for Karimi's l:rucinl.
strike barelya minutelater.

"It was @ very, very

nne‘?nust‘mh&ﬂue to play," said
Macala. "[fwe had alittle more expe-

rience wewould have won.Weplayed .

excellentinthefirsthalf. _
Macala refused to criticise the

performance of Bahrain referee

Abdul Rahman however. "Referees
aren't my problem,” he said. "I'm a
professional coach. There are many
people upstairs who are responsible
forthe referees.”

Iapanese concern
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AFP, Chongying
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Defending Asian Cup champions |

Japan called on tournament organ-
isers to provide better security here
Sunday after their team bus was
rushed by hordes of rowdy Chinese
fans.

Japanwere [orced to make such a
hasty exit from the Chongging
Olympic Stadium after their 4-1
victory aver Thailand in Group € on
Saturday that two players were left
stranded at the stadium, officials
said.

"Last night when the team was
getting on the bus some fans started
rushing the bus, so security person-
nel ordered the bus to leave. Two of
our players were left behind in the
stadium,” team spokesman [chirota
Fukushi told AFE.

"We hope that the Chinese police
can control the fans, they have to
control the fans. Japanese players
and many Japanese fans think that
this is adangeroussituation."

Japan's national anthem and the
team’'s every touch were loudly
booed and hissed throughout
Saturday's match by the majority of
some 40,000 Chinese fans crammed
into the ground.

Several fans waving small
Japanese flags were also escorted
out of the stadium by police after
being accosted and surrounded by
Chinese fans during the game,

Anti-Japanese sentiment
remains highiin China, with Chinese
still angry over Japan's World War I1
invasion ofthe mainland, an actthat
many Chinese, including the gov-
ernment, have found difficult to
forgive.

Chongging, one of China's big-
gest cities has long been known for
itsrestive population.

Security has remained tght at
the stadium with the local press
reporting up to 2,000 police, includ-

ing officers in full riot gear, on the
stadium grounds.
Despite the intimidating atmo-

sphere, Japan coach Zico said he was '

proud of the way his side responded
to the catcalls and even appeared to
dare Chinese fans to bring it on for
the champlons final group game
againstIran onJuly 30,

"If the booing makes us score
four goals, then I hope we get the
same reception every game. We won
this game. We hope that we can win
the next game with the booing from
the fans,” the legendary Brazilian
told journalists before the fans
rushed his team bus,

Japan officials moved swiftly to
play down Zico's comments, saying
theydid not thinkhe understood the
full context of Sino-Japanese rela-
tions.

* really don't think coach Zico
understands how sensitive relations
between Japan and China are, you
can't blame him for what he said,
but we are concerned about the
safety of our team and fans,"
Fukushisaid.
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Killer ref!

AFE Johannesburg:

ASouth African football referee shot
a coach dead and injured two play-
ers for questioning his decision to
hand outayellowcard to one of their
team 'members duﬂng a match,
policesaid.

The incident occurred in the
southemn seaside town of Kenton-
on-Sea on Saturday during a game
involving two local teams, police
inspector Mali Govender told the
SAPAnews agencySunday:

The referee, enraged when a
coach questioned his decision,
whipped out a shotgun and fired a
shot, which killed the coach and
injured two players from his team.

He then fled the stadium,
Govender said, adding that police
expected toarresthimsoon.

Becks' ball
in Canada
AEP, mronto

| The ball David Beckham's expensive
hout kicked over l.he cmsshar and

Canadian- rcglstcred online cnsinu.

GaldenPalace com, renowned for
publicity stunts which have included
sending a streaker onto the field of

‘the Superbowl, paid 35,000 US dol-
liars for the ball in an auction on the
eBayInternet site.

The final price tag was well below
asheafoffake bidswhichat onestage
reached 10 million dollars:

"We plan on raising a lot more
money for charity than we did paying
for this ball," said GoldenPalace.com
CEQRichard Rowe.

"Expect to see the ball traveling
around the world in an effort to raise
money for charitable organizations."

Beckham booted the ball into the
crowd during England's penalty loss
to hosts Portugal, after their quarter-
finalclashhadended ina2-2 draw.

Spanish fan Pablo Carral caught
the ball and smuggled it out of the
stadium and put it up for sale on the
Internet.

Beckhamblamed the poor state of
the penalty spot for his miss, which
saw Portugal into the semi-finalsina
championship mun which ended in
defeatinthe finalto Greece.

GoldenPalace.comis registeredin
the native Canadian Kahnawake
Mohawkterritory near Montreal, and
is a part sponsor of the Minardi
FormulaOneteam.

It has also partnered with outra-
geous former NBA star Dennis
Rodman, and sent a streaker onto the
field at this year's Superbawl, naked
except for a football covering his
private parts, with the company's
website address emblazoned on a
tattoo across hischest,

FARIA ALAM

SVEN-GORAN ERIKSSON

Eriksson caught!

K{¥ 3 Football

AFP, London

England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson had a sexual relationship
with a female secretary at the
Football Association (FA), his
employers confirmed Sunday after
initially denying the affair.

The FA added that Eriksson's
boss, FA chiefexecutive Mark Palios,
also had a brief affair with Faria
Alam, who works for England foot-
ball's governing body.

While Eriksson cheated on his
long-term Italian lover Nancy
Dell'Olio, the FA said Palios was
singleatthe time of hisfling.

"Barlier in the week the Football
Association made statements on
behalf of Faria Alam, denying that
she has a sexual relationship with
the England coach Sven Goran
Eriksson,”" the FA said in a state-
ment.

"New evidence has been pre-
sented o us in the form of emails

which Ms Alam has sent to friends
about the relationship and, having
made further inquiries, we can
confirm that a relationship did take
place."

The FA's move came after the
News of theWorld tabloid published
details of the emails in its latest
weekly edition published Sunday.

Regarding Palios, the FA said in a
separate statement.

"With regard to the chief execu-
tive Mark Palios, we believe this is a
private matter, but we have seen
evidence from emails sent by Ms
Alam, and having made further
inquiries, we can confirm an
extremely brief reIntIunship did
take place.”

News of the World sald Pallus
affair took place in January, before
Eriksson's fling with [he J8-year-old
formermodel. |

Reports of Eriksson's affair
earlier in the week led o the 56-
year-old Swede apparently splitting
from Dell'Olio after six years
together.
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Effenberg's Thai goal
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AFP, Rangkok

Former German midfield stalwart
Stefan Efenberghastargeted2010asa
breakout year for football in Asia and
in particular Thailand, saying he has
just the ticket to help them get to the
World Cup finalsinsixyears time.

The 35-year-old veteran knows
what it takes to reach the pinnacle of
sport-- hehas played in theWorld Cup
and brought home German and
Champions League silverware -- and
islaunching a football academy in the
kingdom that aims to raise Thailand's
level of competition.

Effenberg's three-million-dollar
Asia's First Football Academy (AFA
999) is expected to be operational by
2005, in the northern province of
Chiang Rai. It has slots for 250 young
Thais who, if they prove talented
enough, may train with and eventu-
ally play for a German Bundesliga
side.

The German's presence in
Thailand has not quite hmugm the

Eiverpool's Michael Owen' or Real
Madrid's David Beckham last year,
but the veteran's purpose appears
singular,

Effenberg, currently a handsomely
paid twilight star at Qatar's Al-Arabi
squad after 16 seasons in Germany
ancd Italy; has called for a revolution in
Thaitactics, trainingand fitness.

"Football in Thailand isn't like
Europe,” Effenberg tells AFP in an

ansk .as to

interview at a Bangkok stadium,
where he braves the heat to put hun-
dreds of Thai boys age seven to 17
through their paces in trials for next
year's highly coveted slots in his new
facility.

"In Europe there is a perfect sys-
tem, a base, and Thailand needs help
to grow up step by step, closer to
internationallevel," hesays.

Rather than rely merely on their
precocious homegrown talent, the
Thais must adapt a nigorous, cradle-
to-greatness approach on a par with
Europe if they are ever to earn their
spotamongthe game's elite, hesays.

" Every time, they play qualifiers for
the World Cup but they never go (to
the finals). "Our goal must be World
Cup2010.Whynot?"

Theachievement would bemonu-
mental. Despite being Southeast
Asia's football powerhouse over the
past decade, Thailand's national
squadliesinvirtual tatters.

Its build-up to the Asian Cup was
beset with problems, with the sudden
resignation last month of Brazilian
coach Carlos Roberto de Carvalho
followed by the shock withdrawal of

gﬁgﬁeh mt‘gmmmuﬁ

namentd-0tolran.

Carvalho's decision to quit [ol-
lowed a disastrous 4-1 home defeat to
North Korea, a result which virtually
ended Thailand's hopes of reaching
the final round of qualifying for the
2006Warld Cup.

The loss prompted Thai Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, himself
making waves this year for announc-

‘ing interest in buying a stake in an

English Premiership club, to blast the
squad for its lack of spirit and said a
thorough overhaulwas needed.
Effenbergsays politicshasno place
in the game and refuses to comment
onThaksin'sambitions, or the billion-
aire premier's championing of a
football tournament to xy to soothe
tensions in the troubled south, where

“a Muslim insurgency has raged this

yearleavingmore than 250 dead.

"The football school is the most
important thing for me and not (the
politics) surrounding the sport,"
Effenbergsaid.

Critics have cantended that it will
take decades before Asian football is
on a par with European powerhotises
such as France, England and Spain,
but Effenbergis mare optimistic.

"Two years ago South Korea was in
the semi-final ofthe world champion-
ship, 50 it's not so far away," he says,
adding that Asian contenders could
take a page out of Greece's book in
terms ofhowtoslayfootball's giants.

Fha minnows entered the Euro

::hl 'EEEP g with barely a_
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offwithther nphy'

"Nobody thought before the
European championship that Greece
would win, but the underdogs came
andwaon the championship.

"Thatisamazing, and thatissome-
thing for Thailand" to take inspiration
from, the German veteran says.

"When you work hard and you re
prepared you canwin b:g!hings

PHOTO: AFP

MAN TO MAKE THE DIFFERENCE? Former German star Stefan Effenberg supervising training of Thai teenagers in

Bangkok on July 24.

\ Investment Corporation of Bangladesh

Head Office

8 Rajuk Avenue, Dhaka
Administration Division

Sub: Tender for Purchase of 1 (one) Microbus

Date: 20 July, 2004

without assigning any reason.

GD-#43

[nvestment Corporation of Bangladesh invites sealed tenders from the bonafide Bangladeshi
agen!sfdaalersisuppliers for supply of 2000 c.c. brand new 1 (one) microbus latest model on the terms and
conditions laid down in the tender schedule. Tender schedule will be available from the Establishment
Department (12" floor) within office hours on every working day on payment of Tk 500,00 (five hundred) in cash
(non- refundable) up to 29 August, 2004. Tender shall have to be dropped with tender security of Tk 50,000.00
in favour of “Investment Corporation of Bangladesh® in the form of Pay-Order/Bank Drait from any scheduled
bank in Dhaka. Tender will be received in the “Tender Box" kept at Establishment Department (12" floor) up fo
11:30 AM on 30 August, 2004 and will be opened on the same day in presence of the tenderers or their
rapresentatives (if any). No tender schedule will be sold on the day of opening of tender. No tender will be
accepted without purchasing tender schedule. The terms & conditions and specification of the above is
available in the web-site of Investment Corporation of Bangladesh named www.icb.gov.bd.

02, ICB is not bound fo accept lhe lowest tender offer. Acceptance of any tender lofally depends on the
decision of the competent authority. Besides, ICB reserves the right to accept or reject all or any application

Md Wahiduzzaman Khandaker
Deputy General Manager
Administration Division




