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Did U Know?

Joan Benoit won the first women's Olympic
marathon inLos Angeles in 1864

Nitol-Tata Nat'l Football League
Sheikh Russell KC vs MSC Jhenldah
k Live at 4:00 pm

ESPN

England vs West Indies
Firs! Test, Day Three
Live at 3:30 pm
STAR Sports
Asia Cup Cricket
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka
Repeal al 1:30 pm
TEN Sports
Copa America 3rd Place Dacider

Colombia vs Uruguay
Live at 6:30 am (Sunday)

MarvanAtapattu
(SriLankacricket captain)

"In the pasthehad enough critics b
he s facing them now and has come
goodforSriLanka. As captain, Thave
tosay heis marvellous noul”

On Nuwan Zoysa.

beaten again

vt
SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh under-17: football
team cominued its dismal perform
when theywent down 4-0 against
their Thai counterparts in the sec-
ond practice match in Bangkok
yesterday,

Shahidur Rahman Shantoo's
boys, who are preparing for the
upcoming AFC Under-17 Cham-
pionship to be held in Japan in
next September, suffered a 5-2
defeat against the same oppo-
nents in the first practice match
onWednesday.

Thefirsthalfwas goalless.

WHiZZ KID-214
winner
FarhanRashid A Ansari
(Mastermind, Uttara)

Please produce your 1D card and
an attested passport size photo:
graph while collecting the win-
ner's prize fromthe Sports Desk of

The Daily Star at 7:30) pm on
Augustl.

BAF fly over
Unmochan

OUR CORRESPONDENT, M'singh

AbulHasnat and Shah Jamal struck a
brace each as Bangladesh Air Force
(BAF) earned ahard-fought 4-3 win
over Unmochan Club of Bagerhatin
yesterday's fixture of the fourth
Nitol-Tata National Football Leaguce
at the Momenshahi Stadium.

Unmochan Club, who had lost
their first encounter 1-0 against
Sheikh Russel Krira' Chakra, had
more chances in the game but paid
fortheirmisses.

On the other hand BAF bounced
back after suffering a 3-0 thrashing
at the hands of hot favourites
Brothers Union Club in a volatile
match on Wednesday, took the
opportunities thatcame theirway.

Thewinnersenjoyedal-0Oleadin

the first half when Abul Hasnat

scored inthe 18th minute.

Man of the match Hasnat dou-
bled the margin two minutes into
the breather.

Imrul brought Unmochan Club
backin contention in the 57th min-
ute and the match got really exciting
after Nigerian marksman Moses
leveled the scores in the 70th min-
ute.

Shah Jamal however, struck in

the 79th and 90th minutes to end'

Unmochan's hopes. Moses scored
his second in injury time but that
was alreadytoolate,

Yellow card: Shah Jamal (Air
Force)

TEAMS

BANGLADESH AIR FORCE: Rnl'la,
Mizanur, Zahidul, Kabir, Faisal,
Shah Jamal, Moni (Abul), Ruhul
(Ramjan), Tara Tripura (Mehdi),
Mahbub and Hastnat.
UNMOCHAN CLUB OF BAGER-
HAT: Piru, Biplob, Ashraful, Kachi,
Hafizur (Binoy), Khalid (Ruman),
Imrul, Yousuf, Kallol, Nazmul
(Rashid) and Moses.
Referee: Azad Rahman.

PHOTO: AFP

Bangladesh all-rounder Manjarul Islam Rana is all caution as he defends a ball on the front foot while SrilLankan
wicketkeeper KumarSangakkara looks on at Colombo yesterday.

BANGLADESH-SL

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Asia Cup super
league match between Bangladesh
and/ Sri Lanka at the Premedasa

Stadiumon Friday:

BANGLADESH

Ashraful run out 66
Saleh cSangakkarab Malinga 5
BasharcSangakkarabVaas 7
Kapalirunout 1
FaisalbMaharoof 1
Manjarul cSangakkara
bMuralitharan 43
Mashud candbVaas 19
Razzak bVaas 10
Rafiquerunout 5
Mahmud notout 7
Baisyanotout 6

Extras: (b-5,1b-11,nb-2,w-2) 20
Total: (Fornine wkts in50 overs) 190
Fall of wkts: 1-6, 2-21, 3-23, 4-31, 5-
131,6-151,7-172,8-175,9-182.

Bowler 0O M R W
Vaas . 100 3 30 3
Malinga Clats B bl ]
Muralitharan 10 A R |
Maharoof 8 0 3301
Chandana 7 0 39 0
Jayasuriya 6 02200
SRI LANKA

Gunawardene notout 64
Jayasuriyanotout 107
Extras: (Ib-2, w-18) 20
Total: (Fornoloss33.3overs) 191

Did not bat: Atapattu, SangakKara,
Jayawardene, Dilshan, Maharoof,
Chandana, Vaas, Malinga,
Muralitharan

Bowler 0O M R W
Baisya S BRI 5 )
Mahmud 5040 0
Razzak 6 0 41 0
Rafique 8 0 @42 0
Manjarul T nEean 0
Ashraful 03 0 4 0

Result: Sri Lankawon by 10 wickets.
Man-of-the-match: Sanath
Jayasuriya (SRI)

Toss: Bangladesh

Umpires: David Shepherd (ENG)
and Peter Parker (AUS) \
Match-referee: Mike Procter (RSA)

AL MUSABBIR SADI from Colombo -

Sri Lankan cricket icon Muttiah
Muralitharan was partying till late
night yesterday at the Hotel Taj
Samudra.

The world record holder was also
enjoying a few drinks and never
looked like a man who has to go to
the ground next day to play cricket.

One ofhis former teammatesand
now an official was nearby, When he
was asked whether it was right to
partylate an the eve of a match, the
former Sri Lankan cricketer smiled
back.

"Why not? Look at him! He is full
oflife. If helikes to enjoy himself this
way, he should do that. The com-
pany must be good because it never
affectshisgame,” hesaid.

WHAT MORE CANHE DO?

Bangladesh coach Dav Whatmore
hates run outs. It seems that it has
become his pel now. After seeing
three set batsmen being run out'in
the previous matches, the coach
witnessed Alok Kapali depart in a
similar fashion against St Lanka
yesterday.

The only solace was/that Kapali
did not get enough time to settle in.
It was unbearable for Whatmore
who covered his face with his hands
afterthe Tigers crashed to31-4.

He must have been saying to
himself: What should 1 dowith these

bays?"
JAVED MISSES

THE ACTION
Javed Omar likes to be part of the

action, Sitting on' the bench and'

watching colleagues is something
hedoesnotrelish.

The doughty Test opener, who
has been dogged by injurics, had
just started find a new lease of life
with back-to-back hall-centuries
against: Hong Kong and Pakistan.
But he tore a hamstring and bad to
sit out their next games in the tour-
nament.
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Javed had only returned for the
West Indies tour after recovering
fromshouldersurgery.

Watching the Bangladesh-Sri
Lanka match at the Premadasa
Stadium on Friday, Javed said: "It's
frustrating: lwasscoring runs for the
team but could not continue. I've
been going to the gym and swim-
ming according to the instruction of
the physio butIam notsure whether
I'willbe fit for the Pakistan game (on
July29)."

Javed, whois eagerto makeitinto
the ICC Champions Trophy squad,
thinks he's more than just a Test
player.

"l don'tbelieve insuchatag. How
one performs is the Key. But thanks
to. Dav (Whatmore) he has fine
tuned 'my batting in recent times,”
hesaid.

"Also, batting coach Owen
Mottau has helped me comect my
backlift and open shoulder stance.
With the newstance, I.can play shots
easier than before, It has given me
more confidence. I wouldliketo end
my one- -day career with average of)
35."

HONG KONG'S BANGLI!

Sher Lama can speak Bangla. It
certainly helped the Nepalese-born
Hong' Kong' cricketer understand
everything the Bangladeshi cricket-
ers were saying on the field during
theirAsia CupopeneronJuly16.

The Tigers did not know this and
when Khaled Mashud told paceman
Tapash Baisya to hurl in a bouncer,
Lama just informed the Bangladesh
wicketkecper that he understood
what they were planning against
him.

Mashud, no doubt, was caught
off-guard but he was inspired’to
continue pestering the batsman,
trying to unsettle him by saying,
"Are you a 'vegetable'? Why don't
you hitthe ball hard?"

But Lama kept his cool and
scoredanunbeatenon16 ondebut.

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

EY Y} Cricket.

AFP London

Wesl Indies sprinted to 101 without
loss in 18 overs shortly after tea on
the second day of the first Test at
Lord's here Friday as they made a
spirited start to chasing down
England's firstinnings 568.

Chris Gayle was55 not outoffjust
61 balls with'seven fours and Devon
Smith unbeaten on 39 off 52 balls
with six fours.

But that still left West Indies 467

PCB sticks with
Woolmer

REUTERS, Colombo

Pakistan have pledged to keep faith
with coach Bob Woolmer for the
long term as he attempts to turn the
teamaround.

"Heis there to change the culture
and thinking in the team and to
make it a more professional outfit.
We are prepared to give him time to
getresults,” said PCB chief executive
RameezRajaon Friday.

Woolmer, who took overas coach
last month from former Test captain
Javed Miandad, was angry with the
performance against Sri Lanka in
the Asia Cup tournament on
Wednesday.

Pakistan were dismissed for 122,
their lowest one-day. score against
Sri Lanka, as they lost by seven
wickets.

"When we appointed him...we
knew it would take time for him to
putinapropersystem,” Rajasaid.

"The problem unfortunately has
always been that the talent we have
has never corresponded with our
performances.”

Woolmer's appointment on a
three-year contract until the 2007
World Cup has been criticised' in
sections of the Pakistan media, with
some former players questioning

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

off to a flier
Key unlocks double century

behind and needing a further 268
runsto avoid the follow-on.

“England’s' total’ was built on
Robert Key's 221, his maiden Test
double hundred, opener Andrew
Strauss's 137 on Thursday, and
captain Michael Vaughan's 103 on
Friday.

Itwas the firsttime three Englangd
batsmen had made hundreds in the
same Test innings since Graham
Gooch, Michael Atherton and Robin
Smith all achieved the feat against
IndiaatOld Trafford in 1990.

But England, who seemed well
on course for 600, lost their last
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seven wickets for41 runs in 68 balls.

Left-arm quick Pedro Collins led
the tounsts' fightbackwith a spell of
fourwickets for16runsin21 balls,

Bul the ‘collapse’ began when
debutant medium-pacer Dwayne
Bravo had Graham' Thorpe (19)
caughtbehind beforelunch.

New batsman Andrew Flintoff
lofted 'off-spinner Gmari Banks for
six but next ball carelessly dragged a
wide delivery onto his stumps to
leave England 534 for five at lunch
withVaughan90notout.

England then lost two more

SEE PAGE 14 COL 2

PHOTO; AFP

KEY INNINGS| England's double centurion Robert Key crashing one through
covers onday one of thefirst Testagainstthe WestIndies at Lords on July 22.

PHOTOS: AFP

TIME TO TURN ON THE MAGIC! (L) Brazilians footballers (from L to R) Adriano, Juan, Alex and Luis Fabiano relaxin front of a board reading "Magic" during a

training session atin Lima on July 22.(R) Argentine coach Marcelo Bielsaon his way to a press conference atthe team's hotel.

CJKS soccer

CU CORRESPONDENT

Abahani Junior managed a solitary
goal victory against Bakalia Ekadas
in the inaugural match of the CJKS-
Elite Paint First Division Football
League at the MA Aziz Stadium
yesterday,

Substitute Asad scored!the all-
important goal inthe 89th minute.

Brothers Union take on
MuktijoddhaKrira Chakratoday.

A total of ten teams are taking
partintheleague.

DivIh'ball

UNB. D}mkr.'

Prime Sporting Club' eutplayed
Jatrabari Sports Academy 18-1 inthe
Tibet 13th First Division Handball
League at the Outer Stadium yester-
day.

The winners dominated the first
half9-0.

Pappu' scored 10 goals, Marma
seven and Rakib six for the winners
while Sohag nelted'a consolation
goalforthelosers,

Mercury goes up in Lima

copPpaA AMERICA

REUTERS, Lima

World champions Brazil meet arch-
rivals Argentina on Sunday in a
perfect finale to a Copa America that
has already surpassed expectations.
The clash in Lima's national
stadium comes less than two
months after Brazil's 31 winin their
World Cup qualifier in Belo
Horizonte, when Ronaldo won and
converted a hat-trick of penalties.
The Real Madrid striker will not
be present this time. Along with
Kaka, Ronaldinho and Roberto
Carlos, heis one of several top play-

ers to be rested for the tournament
by coach Carlos Alberto Parreira.

Yet the five-times World Cup
winners have still managed to reach
the final in an awesome demonstra-
tion oftheirstrength-in-depth.

"We've shown the magnitude of
Brazilian football," Parreira said.

Meanwhile, Argentina have
almost certainly kept coach Marcelo
Bielsain ajob by getting this far.

The introverted coach, who last
week admitted he had trouble
understanding himself, had not
been expected to survive a poor
tournament after a spell of lack-
lustre performances and unremark-

“ableresults.

Instead, Argentina have scored
14 goals and conceded four on their
way to the final. Twenty-year-olds
Javier Macherano and/Carlos Tevez
have both looked outstanding and

Bielsa appears to have secured his

position.

Brazil have also been unveiling
alternatives to/ the old guard, in
particular striker Adfianowho is the
Copa's top-scorer with six goals in
five games including a hat-trick
against CostaRica.

The two giants of South
American football have not met in
the final since the Copa Americawas
re-invented in the late 1980s and it
appears organisers did not intend
themto clash thistime either.

Along with hosts Peru, the pair
were top seeds for the three first
round groups and would have met
in the semi-finals il everything had
gone to plan and they had won their
Eroups.

Peru, meanwhile, would nothave
run into either of them before the
final.

However, all three teams finished

SEE PAGE 14 COL 8
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GrameenPhone

Official Sponsor of Bangladesh National Cricketl Team
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