SWM: A lot has been invested -- both in terms of
money and energy -- to make this show a success, but
the impact of this year's exhibition seems a bit low, why?

Subir Choudhury (SC): I think we made quite an
impact on the media. The news items following the
inaugural day testify to that. Most of the dailies ran it;
Ittefaq and Janakantha gave it prominence. As a
whole, I think culture now gets less attention from the
media. Matters of political importance get the upper
hand. The presence of the information minister
helped get the exposure we received.

SWM: What about those enthusiastic pieces that
come out in weekend supplements of newspapers that
usually help generate interestin art lovers?

SC: We have not had the luck of seeing many
reviews of that kind. Many articles are yet to be pub-
lished. The problem is that there are not enough writ-
ers and the newspapers often ask us to provide them
with a piece, whichis notourjob.

SWM: The impact on the participating artists -- the
young and striving ones -- too seems to beon the warn.

SC:l agree on this point. You see, there has been a
shift in attitude of the young people who are enroll-
ing into the art institutes nowadays. The method of
teaching has gone through a change. Less and less
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students are opting for art as a serious pursuit. Most are
getting involved in works related to animation as early as
possible. The very culture of producing images and aim-
ing for a life as a freelance artist is disappearing. Yet, the
works we have received have boosted our morale. When
we received the photographs of work for screening, we
were a bit disappointed, but the real works made us feel
relieved, as after all the hard work we never want to put
together ashoddy show.

SWM: The selection of prizes used to spark a lot of contro-
versy...

SC: One consoling factor is that, along with the ebb in the
excitement around the youngartists' exhibition, the hassles
ofhavingto deal with enraged and irked artists whose works
were disqualified or didn't get the award have also disap-
peared.

SWM: Are you happy with this year's winners?

SC:Itisdifficult to choose a few paintings as the best ones
among a lot of others, and it is even more difficult to agree
on one particular painting as the best one. One interesting
factor was that, this year's jury consisted of a contingent
where Monir's presence, with all his international experi-
ence, made a difference. Having Monir in the jury certainly
makes us proud, and it is also a matter of great honour for
theartists who received theawards.




