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il Drawing out the beauty of flowers
Iffat Ara Dewan's solo at Shilpangan

Fayza HAQ

EOPLE havelong known IffatAraDewan as

a reputed singer, Of late she also has

established herselfas an artist. As Iffat Ara
says,’ 1've always wanted to draw and paint ever
since I was young, art being a favourite subject in
my school days. However, ittookmealong time to
start working in fine arts and I began seriously in
1990, with my solo exhibition 1992 at the German
Cultural Centre.' Since the very beginning, she
has been working on her own. However, when she
met senior artists such as Shafiuddin and
Mohammed' Kibria, she always discussed her
work and took their guidance. Other prominent
artists like Mahmudul Haque and Jamal Ahmed
have also had discussions with her. She said that
sheimmenselyvalued theirinputs.

Today, Iffat Ara has her solo exhibition at
Shilpangan. She mostly paints flowers and this is
because of their integral beauty, serenity and the
joy that they bring to the viewers. The flowers
include aporajita, dolonchanpa, ognishika,
alamanda, gypsy flowers and other blossoms of
therainy season, Shehasalso donesome portraits
of women in which she tried to convey her
feelings in the best possible way. One of the new
subjects that she has broughtinis'the teashop with
their bread, biscuits, eggs, fruits like banana, tea,
betel leaf and other goodies for the wayside
traveller. Shefeels this teashop isaworld ofits own.

Iffat Ara works directly on her paper with her
chalks without making any preparatory sketches

A bougquet of Agnishikha Chalk Pastal

although she ponders for some time before
selecting her subject and arranging the composi-
tion. She works usually in the momings and
afternoons but much of her time. is naturally
takenupwith her musicand the artworkhasto be
fitted in the free period when she is not singing.

"'m more particular about my singing and
practice that every day. The art work comes in my.
freetime.’

Before she launched into her art career she
studied books on art, especially the French
Impressionists. 'Much later, seeing the works in
the exhibitions around me, 1 find that they too
inspire me, although not any one artist in
particular,’ she asserts.

Asked to comment on the state of art in
Bangladesh, Iffat Ara says, 'I'm not an authority
on it. However, I feel that there has been a
phenomenal rise in art appreciation and an
increase in art galleries as compared to the time
when I'was in school and college. Similarly, there
is much more discussion on fine arts in the
newspapers and magazines. Again, a lot more
young people have gone into fine arts.'

Among Iffat Ara's works is the ognishika
blossom, withiits leaves and stems seenin a green
bottle. The background is green and there are blue
strokes in front. The gypsy flowers were dainty,
tiny things setin black, with a hint of crimson red
in the front. Purple and white aporojita is in an
octagon vase with yellow and orange lines in the
backdrop. In a glass vase, again, is gondhoraj,
placed on a stool, with the yellowish blossoms
being the old wilted ones. Along with these were
portraits of women inred and green, oneseenasa
profileand anotherseen from the front.

The exhibition showed how someone's hobby
can develop intosomethingseriousand onalarge
andimpressivescale.

B&H Star Search kicks off with Chittagong audition
Auditions of Rajshahi, Khulna and Sylhet

postponed due to flood

HARUN UR RASHID

The Benson &Hedges Star Search 2004 started with
theregional live auditions for Chittagongon July 21
at the Hotel Agrabad in the port city. 16 solo per-
formers and 3 bands contested in the 'talent hunt'
programme that has been conducted by Benson &
Hedgesforthelastsixyears,

The Panel of Judges comprising popular band
musician Aiyub Bachehu and singer Shakila Zafar
selected young singer Bashiruzzaman for the title
of the Chittagong regional contest. Bashir's rendi-
tion of the famous Lalon song Dekhna mon

* jhakmari ei duniyadari was truly a passionate

presentation. The young singer also sang another
track, Shararaatghumchokhe nei.

Apart from the winner, a few other participants
also presented good music. Priyanka Das, started
the auditions with a devotional piece Ya Rahmanu
Rahim and Kibhabey kori ta barjon. Another con-
testant Tanjina Aziz Trisha also sang a very good
song, Tumi keman karigor/Tumi kemon jadukar,
which depicts the eternal question of human
beings regarding the nature of the Almighty: Also
among the applauded performers were Shampa
Barua, Zaved Noor Bin Asad, and sisters Sharmin
Chowdhury and Tanjina Chowdhury.

It was a matter of regret, especially for LRB's
Aiyub Bachchu who hails from Chittagong, that

moodm'afuhro& om Cruise has -
been left high and dry after
e Camahan, who had been oped

HaIfe wrm 't many agc;m

(From Left) Priyanka Das, winner of the Chittagong auditions Bashimmman. and Tanjina Aziz Trisha
performing thelrturns j
only three bands could pass the initial selection for

the regional contest. The presentation of only one
band named '...and4' was up to the mark. Both the

tracks they performed--Urbashi tomake
bhalobashi and Ekti prodip tumi jwele diyo--had
good lyrics and tunes, The other two bands--Ogni,
and Insaf--did not performwell,

...Bachchu expressed his regret regarding this
'poorsituation’ in the music arena of Chittagong
during his presentation in the evening. The
famous bandleader sang many of his popular
numbers. Earlier Shakila Zafar also took the stage

......

Ny s g
again and has reconciled herself to spinster-

forabriefpresentation.

Meanwhile, BnH sources have informed that
the regional auditions for Rajshahi, Khulna and
Sylhethave been postponed due to theworsening
flood situation across the country. These audi-
tions were supposed to be held this month. The
dates for these regional contests have not been
settledyet. i

_The Dhaka regional auditions for Star Search
2004 will be held at the Dhaka Billiard Club on
July 25.

. Nicole Kidmanmsshesbome;essand
spends her time travelling around like a
gypsy. She fold Radio One that she's oo
busy to find & place of herownand |
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Daiboddho

Depiction of a society torn asunder by materialism

OPULAR Indian playwright

Chandan Sen's Daiboddho

has been staged by several
theatre groups of both India and
Bangladesh. The play, very popular
in the 1960s, was staged without any
adaptation by the theatre group
Bahubachan. Theatregoers flocked
to see this drama at the Experimen-
tal Theatre Stage onJuly 21 as part of
the Dhaka Drama Festival 2004.

ChandanSen's play Daiboddhois
an attack on present day material-
ism, which has become more
explicit with advancement of
technology:.

Chandan Sen has staged the
conflict between emotion and
materialism through the relationship
of a stepfather and a mother. In the
play, the stepfather, named Gagan,
represents the emotion while the
mother represents the materialistic *
tendencyofhuman beings,

Daiboddho presents the story ofa
family. Gagan is a truck driver who
spends most of his time outside the
house, Housewife Seeta and her
daughter Jhinuk are mostly
homebound. In her earlier life, Seeta
was the wife of a doctor who is the
real father of Jhinuk. For security
reasons, Seeta took shelter in
Gagan's house when Jhinuk was a
three-year-old child. Seeta never
accepts Gagan as her husband,
Moreover, she thinks Gagan is
harmful for her daughter as he
‘drinks and frequently goes to the
ha.rluls 'I‘hc reality is that Gagan

--------------------------------------

_ " The play deals with interrelationship of family life

technique of the directors of
Kolkata. Sometimes, in course of the,
play, there is an obvious similarity
between theatre in Kolkata and

considers Jhinuk as his own
daughter. Jhinuk too is respectful of
Gagan. But, Secta is suspicious
about theirrelationship.

Through the story of the couple,
Chandan Sen has symbolically
presented the widespread lack of
emotion and mistrust which
characterise the contemporary
materialistic world, However,
Chandan is hopeful of a positive
change+in his family. His stand is
vindicated by Seeta's show of
emotion atthe end of the play.

Dhaka. He has created the realistic
interior design of a lower-middle-
class house on stage by using an L-
shaped one storied building and a
kitchen oppositetoitand asymbolic
well at the comer at the backstage.
Hislightdesignisalsovery simple.
Rina as Secta appeared on the
stage in a frayed temper. Like Rina,
most of the other performers lacked

the emotional touch. However,
Taufig, Munni and Mahmud played
 theirroles quitewell,

]

As the director of the play, Atham
Alo is realistic. He' is greatly
influenced by the typical direction

------------------ LR R e

Rokeya Rafiq Baby

The portrait of a female
theatre organiser

Assistant General Secratary of BGTF
(Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation), Rokeya Rafiq Baby is
the chief of the Theatre Art Centre.
Though she was not very active
during the festival, she thinks the
function was reflective of the
arduous efforts of the committee
membeérs. She said, " We'were trying
to arrange a festival from last year;
however, for the last few months
personally 1 could not give enough

ERSHAD KAMOL

effort for the festival. That does not
mean thatlam inactivein BGTE

'In the festival my groiip Theatre
Art Centre staged Golapjan by SM
Solaiman. As I play the protagonist
in the play, it requires a lot of
staminato enacttherole.

'Golapjan is one of Solaiman's
best plays. It superbly depicts the
miserable life of the Dhakaia
community (people living in Dhaka
forgenerations).'
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As if to prove her detractors wrong, Malika |
_ Sherawat held a press conference ifi -~
- Mumbai soon after her teturn to India, = |
following her shoating stint with, Jacm
Chan In Shanghal. |
- The bold and sexy aclress’ adversanas l
‘had spread rumours that Mallikahad = = |
- bagged the role n The Myth, produced and
 directed by Stanley Tong, because she had
agread to'shoot'a Scene In the nude. i
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(| News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) a1 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

A News (English) a1 3:00 pm. 10:00 prm.
| Lale Night News (Bangla and English)
| 11:30pm.

{| CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) et 7:15 am. 9:00am.
1:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at T:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latas! News (Bangla) al 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

] ntv

E '|  News Headiines (Bangla) al 10:00 am.
| 12:00am.6:15pm. 8:30 pm.

} News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
| pm.7:30pm.10:30 pm.

| Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
* | Engish) at11:30pm,

| TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines{Bangla) &t 5:30 pm. 7:30

s

i1]  Tera News (Bangla) al 8:30 pm. 11:30
| pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD
Ewvery hour on the hour

T

|ES BT ieRon f bR,

(CHANNEL-i

' 09:30

Images of ights

2004 (Hindi) 9th Odi

_ Companions 1:30 ** Buill For Destruction i
PALESS L)% : 10:05  Siddika Kabir's 4:30°  Real Kids, Real 2:30° Frontiines Of 2nd Sesslon(L)
O T e o RadpRyy : Adventures Lostand Construction 10:30' Indian Ol Asia Gup 2004
LE) _g\_reS&mr. oo | 4030 Apnardigyssha - Found. 330 Who's Aping Who (Hind) 9th OGi
s | s‘;"fm ' 11330 Trans World Sporls - 500 Endurance Knotted Up | '4:30 ' Shape Of Life : Review|(L)
(0RO ] o100 Smoldanalay 530 TravalorsTokyo | 530 - Afica From The Ground, | 11:30 | Sporsine (1) =
:_12?‘_'“ 3 1?”:""““*‘0’3 0230 | Drama i 6:30°  Global Treks Trekking in Up 1200 Nba lnside Stuff (T)
03 45 | Circus - SR Peru : ' 6:00 Sea Slories i
-_'::1_1.-3‘! -%mgr;:ﬂgl sharey. | 0520 Tilnar Farkey 7:00, . Joumeystothe Endsol | '6:30. ' DogsWithJobs EDSOPH Toi De France 2004
g iea w GI 0620 Shubhﬂshﬂﬂdﬂﬁ ; c o he World Swahili 7:00 Toyola World Of Wildiife: |° 50 .H hiights Siﬂgﬂ#ﬁ[s:l
o130 Sharghadpatrey | 9810 Drema Sera:Ronger . Sinbads [/ 730 nimalCamnibats | g dNDRACE T
1A ng as%manﬁ g ) | Manush (7:30.  Wild Discovery Piranha | '8:30  Buill For Destruciion i . Samsung cﬂckﬁsm
b Pubkcﬂphim 0850 Popsi Musio Express L Adveire ) b Femioes OF ®)
0200 Trityo Malray Apni | 0940 Drama Serial: Agj A el Constuclion 200 Indian O ASa Cup
o3 rmﬂﬂy - ‘Robibar | e ! 10:30.  Secrel Life Of The ; 2004/ 8th Odi’
10430, Dekhar Gaan Shonay | 11725 Dindarpan 10:30 ?msm Lika Father, Crash Tes Dummy The Preview(L)
resaldjiGami | HBO : R 11330 WeBa oot e 1511280 SRR G Sod R nonn o1 Asa O
- 0510 SaReGaMa 815 Bomn. Khowab AKnight's Tale RRsi e, STAR SPORTS bl
.'.05345 . Shamoyiki : OnATNBanglaat8:30pm OnHBOat6:45 pm Enforcement B I Indian Ot Asia Cup Bt Inm’.ﬁhm“{"ksh o
glg mmm Drama Serial Genre: Action/Comedy/Adventure AH'HAL PI.ANET 2004 au;omst ; 2004 8th Odi
Atind - Amad : Session(R) : 3 :
o gmm | Tony Dayes, Deepal(hondokar TaniaAhmed Heath Ledger, Rufus Sewell, Shannyn Sossamon A gg%mm e e Mmémgamp 2414 mh&oﬁiﬂm&ﬂ
0935 | Drama Serel: Oin fn - 130 Nightmares of Nature e 12003 9 O 2nd
e 330 Pfay\'(.rthaSasam 'STﬁR Plﬂ.s 8:00  Sonpani 8:00 Jusl Shool Me ; ; i (R) 4 Session(L) i
400 SesamoSteel : 830 Hatim 8:30  TnaWresting S x""?o’d"s‘: o | 8301 Exime Programiing (| 40:30. . Indan Oi Asia Cup
-51:0 mmd 00 Smifi 8;30 «-S_#mral:-Tl’nda.laadu 830 Whal Were You fpget bt o pliathady i, Wild Spirts 2004/05(T) | | 2004 9ih O Review(L)
14:30 LSfeNalinHaILadw L Todi ;1] Thinking? _ Indian Rhino 1 9:00  Aslan Cup 2004 - 11 tor India
TheGuardlan-Smun 200 . TodiNa {0 king 36004 Rl NalioniOno Cha 4 Lk g i e S i 1:30  Sporiscenter India (L)
TWET | 42:00 Tanha ] 000 'Ssshhhh Hm’l-lai 10:30. ' NashBridges ' _ o Indonesia Vs China (R} 142:60 *  West Indies Tour Of |
mfmf-'pa 1230 Hi Fimein i __:_’ ;,.' 00 Dam | 4028 | Star AsiaTravel B0 | PotNation Border || /11:00  Extrome Programming ' England 1stTest Day 2
E?B kg s v Sangaet: i Er s s __11 30 .. Mf!&h y ‘ 1130 Bﬂ}‘ﬂﬂlﬂ‘l :.. : 73,0 Chh-:sanmi;: me f b Rip{T) 1s{ Session(S)
gnmwmgmmm | b5 ' Ras Donaseuts |V % :“’;hg’"“m““‘”,,w,,f;‘?“‘ fitic 0 KpSahal | DISCOVERY | Arodthe Werdni | | TEN'SPORTS
: el | Robus DeadSods (| 430/ ChaliKaNaam | STAR WORLD 1230 ForwomenOny | . Ton  Sachsenring Germany | 9:00 -~ The Bottom Ling -
Eipp i p g - Bewifched il Antakshi ] 130, ' Bufty The Vampire 1" Bomman&Berman | 8:30 The Prolectors K9 The | Highlights{R) | 2:00/ | TourDe France
il i 4 i) oo i d o '-;*-‘-Gharwalum.raﬂhur L i Slayer 78} Sayual Fitness .+ NextGeneration . - 1:00/  SamsungNetionsCup | 3:30  Copa America Hils
DD Do Sartald A S Sy aE s 8 1210 as  Angel £ 1:00)  House ToHome From | :30. '« The Prolectors Freeway. 2004 Falsterbo Sweden | :Semi Fhals I/
R RS S"‘.""”-,-";c""‘. aan) 335 Hit Fimein Hit - 130 - Mac Gyver il Houseto Home ke Gwa“%n S Highﬂggl;{'l‘}. 4;00  Sanjays Modern
09:30 - Drama Serial: Baba Srag ‘1. . Sangeel 228 | StarAsia Trave] . | 130, Celebrity Doubles Year ; | Encounters,Th 200 Indian Oil Asia Cup Maslers : -
10:35  Magazine Show ﬁﬁ”"‘“a: 400 Exhuiaas 230 Oprah Winfrey o o0m e MapcolDenis | 2004 (Hind) 900 | 430 | IRB Scvens Highights
ek 80 DoKia 430 Smit 3:30  Boki And Beautiful 2:00 HeallhyljmgLaTsGat 130 Chimpanzee Diary . Preview(l) (London)
12:20  Tolo fikm: Brishilr HilFimein B (| ‘500 | Pardey Ko Peechey. | | 430 Holywood Squares ' 12:00  Aoundtha Word With | 2.45 = Indian Oil Asia Cup 530 Trans Workd Sports
G 7 i Kanna e 530 Hit Fimen Hil '5:00  Whose Line Is It - 2:30 _.Dmmsmsm _ WL‘ ' 2004 (Hind}) 8th Odi fst. | 6:30 }(fem[i)tyF i
$fim it oy unukshe : ' . Sangeel’ . Amyway? . ] New Delectives : Case NATIONA Session(L) 19:30 our De France
'-“.t" sELEiEin Pyarl{lraToDama | 600 eraNa?mHaiLaduo 530 MiamiVice, Studies in Forensic : 3 6:15  Indian Oil Asia Cup 10:00  Road to Athens : Ep 6!
0800 AgkerShakal | 1230 7 Ky | 630 Foxkids 1 630 The Simpsons ‘Science Lethal Dosage | GEOGRAPHIC 2004 (Hinci) SihOG | 11:00 Legends: Murak ‘
. 08:30  Jnanker 1:00 Hadhbom’ou 1200 Hil Fitmein Hil | {7:30 | Kabhi KhushiKabhi | 7:00 - Homa Improvement 3:30 Wil Discovery Reptiles ' | 12:00.  Toyota World Of Wikiite Lunchtime Show(L) 12;00 - Velocity
. 09:00  RepeatProgramme | 130 | Shatfered City .-, Bangeet I Dhoom 730 Friends Snakes : Deadly 12:30 . Animal Cannibals T:00,  Indian Ofl Asia Cup 12:30  European Tour Weekly




