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CULTURAL FEAST

Birth Annl\mmwy .
| Gelebration of Abdul Afeem

. Drganiser: Bangladash Lako :
! Sangeet Parishad -

- Venue; Biswa. Shahrtya Kendru
Time: July 22 atﬁpm i

Exhibition

47thSolo Exmbmon
Artist:JamalAhmed
Venua:' Jamels Galkzry. ain.
Plaza, Dhanmondi 15 (New)
Time: .hﬂy 08-30, 11am£u03pm

e Emono Ghanoghor*ﬂurishay
Artist: Ferdousi Priyobhashini
Organiser: Bengal Foundafion

' Venue: Bengal Shilpaloys, Huusa—

|| 1275IF, Road-27, Dhanmondi: ©

e Time: Juiylﬂ 24 5

th Sn!o Pafn ﬁng Ethb!ﬂon
i Arfiste:(ffatAraDewan .
[ Venue Shalpangah Ruads chsea iy
! 25,Dhanmondi |

Time: July 23-Augusl 01, Fmrn 10

amlol pmandSpmtugpm i

 Ingmar. Bergman

‘Retrospective

Drqu'ser: Zahir Rarhan Flirn
Sociaty’ 5 :
Event; Fnlmshuw ;

o Venue; I\Iﬂaanmnc&" Ra&d:!
' Dhanmondi
0 duly21l o :
. S5pm: Hourof the Woll 1965 !
m: Persona (1966)

| -PiawmghLChan'dan Sefl
' Director: AahamAlo
' 'Group Bahuhachan

2z
' Play; Gandar e
| Playwright: Eugine -_nn : ou
| +Director: Shafiqul Islam Emon

_ Powertul portralts of women :

and children
Sheikh Afzal's solo at Saju Art Gallery.

FAYZA HAQ

HEIKH Afzal, in his recent exhibition at Saju

Art Gallery, has used oil, acrylic and water

colour. In the large works he has first
applied an acrylic texture and then oil, while the
water colours followed the traditional technique
of the Japanese school, where he had studied. In
the latter, Sheikh Afzal had taken themes from
around him, as in the Sunderbans and
Bandarbans, but the style of presentation was
Japanese. Here importance had been given to the
focal point, whichhad been surrounded by empty
space or simple masses of colours, standing for -
mountains or clouds in the distance. Even the
lettering was done in the traditional Japanese way:
As for figures, for Sheikh Afzal, children stand for
innocence and hope, while women stand for
beauty and joy. There arte few Bangladeshi artists
who have presented human figures with so much
ofcare, sympathyand understanding.

Sheikh Afzal, in his recent'works, has adhered
to realism. Earlier he used to do abstraction and
semi-abstraction, but returning from Japan in
1993, he combined abstraction with realism,
bringing in a contemporary style to the delinea-
tion offigures and faces. There are currently onlya
few artists who adhere to realism, such as Rafiqun
Nabi, Jamal Ahmed'and Ranjit Das. His patrons
remain foreigners and intellectual local art
enthusiasts.

. century, Kunda'lla Saigal was'a musical
genius who became alegend in his lifetime,
| He brought music toithe INASSes and with his
. God-gifted voice and’ uni 3:.]1& style gave a
| totally new dimension to this medium. His
unfmgettable mcludms continue to enthrall
~mmillions [_]szncrs have becnme a part; o

er, Saigal att&i

£ unprecedenited fame and p _ulantyﬂlrough 5
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Intimacy, Mixed media

Sheikh Afzal hasused alot of brown and beige
as well as blue in particular. "The blue came into
myworkonits own. I'didn't purposely putit there
with some particular thoughtbehind it.' In one of
the large paintings is a woman surrounded by
girls and children. Nature is also intertwined ina
subtle way with the human figures. When he

prepares the base, he gets forms, which he later

develops. "You canfind abstractionsin the realism
just as you come across abstract shapes in a
painting such as Kibria's Kaktarua 1f you enlarge
an object you're bound to find some abstraction
init, such as a fragmentofawall or trunks of trees.
Thus in another painting are many studies of
limbs of children, seen in movement. This lends
an element of modernity.'

He first draws 'his figures with charcoal or
pencil on a piece of paper from memory, keeping
in mind that he will transfer it on to the canvas.
When doing the actual work, he takes the help of
live models, who are more often than not women
fromtheslumareas,

‘When studying at the Art Institutein the 19705,
he had been guided by Rafiqun Nabi, Mahbubul
Amin, Shahid Kabir and Abdul Basset. His teacher
inJapanhadbeen Professor FumihikoYamamoto.
His contemporaries included Nisar Hussain,
Wakilur Rahman (who now resides in Germany),
and Saidul Haque Juisse, who still form a group 'of

their own, and often sit together exchanging

ideas.
Along with painting Sheikh Afzal does alotof
illustration for supplements of various Bangla
newspapers.

He has taken part in over 15 solo exhibits in.

Japan, Italy, Bahrain and Dhaka. He has won
various awards, including the UNI Group Award,
14th National Art Exhibition, Shilpakala Academy,
2000.
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. Intellectual meet
. NSU Debating Club launches

publication Dwitarka

i Euia KARIM

| MARKING the end of the Inter University Debate
# Festival organised by North South University Debating
| Club (NSUDC), Dwitarka, a club publication was
' Jaunched at the Bishwa Shahitya Kendra on July 18. The
| chief guest, poetRafig Azad, inaugurated the ceremony,
. Proctor of North South University Professor Gulam
| Muhammed Quasem made the observation. that even
though NSU happens to be a private English medium
institution, the Bangla culture will always prevail on
campus. This -
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Festival 2004

Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation

(June7-July 23)

REVIEW
Bhuboner Ghate
Looking at stark reality

ATYAJAN staged Bhiuboner Ghate on July 19 at
the Experimental Theatre Stage as part of the
drama festival arranged by BGTE Dr Syed

. Manzurul Islam's play is about the daily life of the down

trodden people of Dhakacity. The protagonist of the play
is an underprivileged acid victim, a house-wife tortured
by herhusband.

Kalpana, the protagonist of the play, has migrated
alone from a village. She struggles to re-establish herself
in the cruel social structure of Dhaka. In this city, she
faces new problems and has to routinely tell lies forher
selfpreservation.

The interesting part of the play Bhuboner Ghateis that
it bringsus face to face with an eternal question-- whois
a friend and who is not? Sometimes we come across
manyevil doers in the society who are unknown to us but
they come forward to help us in times of need even st a
timewhen relativesrefuse to doso.

Some typical characters of Sadarghat area--like
gangsters, pimps and prostitutes--are portrayed in Dr
Islam's play. However, plot construction and dialogue
diction are below par, Like his contemporaries, he has
used’ the dialects of Noakhali and' Barisal region to
generate humour.

Director Munira' Yousuf Memi' has done her job
successfully with a realistic approach. However,
sometimes the pace of the play flags. Set designer Uttam
Guhohas used areplica ofthe front part ofashipatone

Munira Yousuf Memi
Actress turned director

After attaining vast experience in
theatre, Munira Yousuf Memiis one
of the few female theatre artistes
who has ventured into directorial
work, A regular member of
Natyajan, Memi sald "My group
mempers forced me/to direct the
play Bhubaner Ghate. 1t is an easy
drama and that is why#l have
completed my task. But, I do not
thinkthat1am an expertin du'ecﬁng
classics.

'Because of the theatre hall crisis,
we do not get slots to stage our plays
regularly. As a result, we cannot give
our plays a polished shape.! Memi
added.

'As four major actors have left the

Te play dplcts the down trodden people

comner of the back stage to create areal picture of a busy
Sadarghat area, Changing some stage craftshe has tried
to create new sequences. However, a realistic set
designing ofabusy portis tough to recreate on the stage.

Hecouldhave used suggestive settings.

The only negative part of Lhe play s the poor light

designingofUttam Guho.

Chitralekha Guho did not suit the role of Kalpana, Itis
time she gracefully shifted to roles that match her age.
Munni as Somana and Khaer as Taher performed well.
Other performersneed to improve their drama skills.

Drama Festival 2004 astheremaking  Memiadded.

will be
reflected in
the lifestyle of
thestudents.

group, we had to change the cast.
That is why, we consider the show
that has been staged at Dhaka

of the play Bhuboner Ghate. In the
up coming shows we will try to give
the play a more polished shape,’

Talking about the drama festival,
Memi appreciated’ Khaled Khan's
direction in'the play Kalshondhyay,
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'T am not an entertainer'--Amjad Ali Khan

Sarod maestro Ustad Amjad Ali.
Khan hasbeen chosenfor the presti-
gious Fukuoka Asian Culture Prize
given by the northern Japanese city
to honour the work done to prescrve
diverse cultures of Asia.

The sarod maestro is delighted at
this recognition. 'It was like some
COSMic power was urging me on...an

was hopeful. 'The entertainment
world is different, Classiéal musi-!
cians and composers are not
entertainers. Neither am 1. I am
just a humble representative of a
long tradition: We have to surren-
der to God and show our beliefin
“him through dedication and
‘commitment. Peaple who are not

'an!r'_pnnrno_hca__ e

- Dally. Star will not be responsibla for.
anychange intheprogramme. .

Sa:_

. sharethe jovs

cing an' amazing amay of
ntiments. ‘He' seemed

mw'sasspeltoutmthe i
| words: Many Urdu poets like Zauk; Seemab,
¢ Bedam; Arsand Hasarat became fampus,
i thanksto Saigal'srendition of theirpoetry.
| The great Mirza Ghalib was, however, | *
's favourite Inhlswnuunumb]eway,

the divine presence within ‘every

; avaliai:ule except. the ‘one Main' baithi thi
0 phufmnmem In thissong, Saigal highlights
‘human
“being and points out thatitis the inner voice,
. which is revealed to us when we are
: -hstratedmthoursearchmthcuutermr]d.
- Music was;his life and soul. He sang for
himself, ‘more like a Sifi saint, finding in
* music the most effective instriument for

ad "subllmeconumuﬂnnmmthel}lnmate ,

country. The
theme of the
magazine, being Bangla o Bangali, captures the feelings
and. ideas of personalities such as Sirajul Islam
Chowdhury;, Abdullah Abu: Sayeed, Selina Hossain,
Muhammed Zafar Igbal, Muhammed Jahangir, Maleka
Begum,; Dr. Deepak Kumar Biswas, Anisul Hague,
Emdad Haque, Sohrab Hossain, Sanjeeb Chowdhury
and many more: Various illustrations and cartoons gave
the magazine a different shade all together, namely by
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BTV

News Headlines: (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4;00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) a13:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla): at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am,

SR

Mustafa Monowar, Rafigun Nabi, Ahsan Habib, Niaz
ChowdhuryTuli and many more.

emheariadimie 5

award glways comes as‘an encour-
agement, but if such'an apprecia-
tion comes from a foreign country
likeJapanyou feel satisfied,' hesaid.

The Fukuoka Asjan Culture Prize
is given every year in three different
citations--the Grand Prize, the
Academic Prize and the Art and
Culture Prize.

This is the second time an Indian
hasbeen chosenforthe Grand Prize.
Sitar maestro, Pandit Ravi Shankar
was thefirstrecipientin 1992,

Khan, who has also received the
UNESCO Award, the Padma
Vibhushan, UNICEF's National
Ambassadorship; and Crystal
Award, said that'thiswasthe highest
award of his life,! Khan maintained
that the future of Indian classical
music, despite facing stiff competi-
tion from fusion music and remixes,

g BT e L R e

dedicated: do not succeed he
said. :
- Thesarod maestrowas chosen
forthe 15th'edition ofthe prize for
his efforts to broaden the appeal of
Indian classical music across the
globe. The award will be presented:
ata ccremony in Fukuoka City in
September, where Khan will also
give a sarod recital along with sons
Ayaanand Amaan AliBangaash.

Source: Intemet

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm,

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) &t 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest Naw's (Bangla) a1 8:00 am,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmant 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am,
12:00 am, 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am, 2:00 pm, 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News: (Bangla and
English} at11:30 pt.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines{Bangla) ot 5:30 pm. 7:30
pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30

pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30

pm.
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