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| Play: Shugamukha : ' | FavzAa HAQ
- Playwright: RafiqulIslam |
" Director: Shahsdqul lslam i T was a delightful display of pastel, tempera
PR - and water colours by Italian painters, seen
.~ Group: Mul‘ztamam:"'ha.T.ha““re | recently at the Italian Ambassador's house.
CJuly21 | The works had soft muted colours and was a
Play: Daybaddhya || soothing change from the” flamboyant
'pfawﬁgm ChandanSen | | abstractions that one confronts so often in the
' Director: AarhamAlo (o city. Some of the senior artists who were present
i Grou P B ahuba oh an | felt that there was room for more mature work.

! ulyu 5

'\ Play: Gandar
i _P!aywnghr Eugine lonesco

{- Directar: Shafiqul Islam Emun
Gmup Prachyanut

July 23

Play: BhagerManush

: Playwright: Mannan Heera

. Director:AlyZaker
--Group Samay Shanksknlﬁn
- Goshhi

s Vnnua. Exparimenlal Thaatra

| Stage at Shilpakala Academy,

. Time:7pm .

! Tickets are avallable at Sagar
i 3'Pubiishers Baily: Road and at
' ‘the venue before shows. Prices:
Tk 30, Tk. 50 and TK. 100,
‘“Schedules, provided by BGTF,
“are subject to change! without

any prior nofice. -

However, one was quite contented with the fare,

Youunderstood what you saw at a flash and there

| werenolayers of meaning to wade through.

The gentle water colours had been done by
Guiseppe Rigon, who was bom in Vallaverla |
(Vicenza) in 1928, and is now living near Milan
where he is working as a scenographer (who
makes settings) for "Alla Scala” Theatre. He stud-
ied in the Bera Academy and in the Fine Arts of
Venice. He has participated in various interna-
tional exhibitions and in 1969 received a special
prize by the Tourism Board of Vicenza in the

. "Thiene Exhibition". Critics say that he has noth-
| | ingtoleam ofwater colour from other painters,

In one of Rigon's works, one found two houses,
outlined with black and with splashes of green for
Iyrical trees in the background and bars of blue
for the sky. There was the reflectionin the waterin
front, and the expanse of water included a boat.
The scene was a peaceful one indeed. Another
scene by the same artist brought in gray boats
with brown sails and it had a house in the back-
drop, done in splashes of blue pink and orange.
There was the reflection of the house and boat,
falling softly in front. In a third painting there was
a boat in black, with two houses at the back in

ance.

One of Laura Frassineti's pastel paintings

brown, with blue and pink clouds at the back. Yet
another had details of tiles, pillars, windows, and
lamps. At the back was the vast expanse of the sky
and in front was the ground in layers of pink and
mauve, All the paintings had a soothing ambi-

The tempera paintings were done by Massimo
Amadeo. Bom in 1962, working for the Italian
government, his interest in painting began when
he was posted in Belgrade during the war, The
bruised reality surrounding him pushed himinto

Misted colours in an Italian evening
Exhibition of three Italian painters

introspection which manifested itself in geomet-
rical symbolist, where colours and forms are
transformed into surrealistic images. In one of his
paintings one found forms, one twirling and
gliding into another. They were shapes of red,
green, yellow and blue and had twining circles of
red, green and black. The background was a vast
expanse ofpink.

In his next piece, Amadeo had swirls of pink,
green and gray, merging and blending into one
another. His third piece had rectangles, triangles,
circles and oblongs. Yet another piece had geomet-
rical shapesin red and black with semi circles and
rectangles inbold colours. Triangles and rectangles
had also been included. Dots of pinks and grays
were also found in the painting to add 1o the
intriguing formations. Shapes of fish were found in
his other painting and on top were two circles tith
entwining snake-like motifsin splashes of pinkand
whitein adeep green background.

Laura Frassineti's pastel paintings were also
powerful. Frassineti was born inVenice where she
still works and resides. She studiedinVenicein the
Fine Arts Academy and in the International

Graphic Institute, She has participated in various

exhibitions. Her best known solo took place in
China, in places like Shanghai and Nanking. One
of her paintings has a white mask of a devil with
two paint tubes at the side, one being white and
theotherblue. Another brought in a similar mask,

seen with an apple and a stick. Lilies with yellow

artists.

centres and a bowl of fruit were seen in her other
convenltional paintings.

The paintings were reasonably priced and
one enjoyed the works despite the absence of the

Meeting a popular demand

Four video films released on DVD

Proti Chunfa (To Chunia)

CULTURAL BEPORTER

Four video films written by Anisul Haque and directed by
Mostofa Sarwar Farooki were released an DVD and VCD., The
launching ceremony of 'Shehnai Movie Express' was held on
Fridaylastat the Russian Cultural Centre at Dhanmondi, with
the release of these popular téle-dramas: Ainamahal (House of
Mirrors), Protyabartan (The Return), Kanamachhi(The Hitch-
hiking Game), and Proti Chunia (7o Chunia). Thesefilmswere
previously shown on different television channels and were
immenselypopular Therehaslongbeenademand ofthese TV
dramas on DVD) and VCD formats. Now 'Shehnai Movie
Express'hasbeenlaunched tomeetaudience demand.

The launching ceremorny was attended by eminent cultural
and literary personalities of the country, namely, poet Belal

Kanamachhi (The Hitchhiking Game)

Chowdhury, educationists Dr Syed Manzoorul Islam and Dr
Muhammad Zafar Igbal and journalist Sajjad Sharif, They
unwrapped the covers of these four tele-dramas. They
emphasised ontheimportanceofcollaboration and team-work
in producing creative works in such a composite medium like
television.

M A Bashir Bhuiyan, the man behind the 'Shehnai Movie
Express' has long been interested in bringing out popularand
quality TV dramas on DVD and VCD. This was his first venture
whichhewouldliketo continue.

The launching ceremony were also attended by writer
Anisul Haque, director Mostofa Sarwar Farooki, artistes
Shrabonti, Marzuk Russell and others. Two of the tele-dramas
Protyabartan and Kanamachhi were screened after the
::m;:many, which were well appreciated by a packed
audience,

Azizul Islam

AFSAR AHMED

Ustad Captain (Rtd.) AzizulIslam is
the only Bangladeshi artiste to have
taken part in the prestigious silver
jubilee celebration of Dover Lane
Music Conference -- the biggest
Indian classical musical event in
Calcutta. Hislive performance at that
celebration was captured by the
HMVandlaterthe CDwasreleasedin
India. The Bangladeshi edition of the
CD, launched by Laser Vision, and a
flute evening was held at the National
Museum Auditorium recently.
Islam's love of the flute goes back
to his early days when he was the
captain of a ship. In moments of
solitude, he often played a flute to
alleviate the loneliness out at sea.
The ocean's waves gave his flute a
rhythm and the movement of the
ship gave it a tempo. ' The flute

recital of Panna Lal Ghosh always
inspired me at that time,' recalls the
artiste. And thus stands today's
Ustad Azizul Islam.

With the fusion of Jhumra and

A flute fusion

A musical recital by Ustad

Tritaal, he started with raga Mian I
Malhar which is dedicated to the
monsoon. What better way to usher
in the rains? Then he played his own
composition in raga Imon in
Setarkhani taal and raga [hinjhoti
with a blending of Rupak and
Kaharbataal. The lastattraction was
his own composition in raga

Kirwani, which he dedicated to |

violin maestro Pundit VG Jog; sitar
player Ustad Belayet Khan and to
late singer Niloufer Yasmeen. The
audience thoroughly enjoyed
Islam's performance.

Prior to the recital, in. a small
ceremony; chiel guest Dr Osman
Farruk, Minister for Education,
launched Islam's CD: On that CD,
the artiste presented raga Sree and
Joy-Joyonti and a Bhatiyali dhun.
Syed Margub Morshed, Chairman of
Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission; Professor
Mahmudul Hag, Director General of
the National Museum and AKM
Arifur Rahman, chairman of the
Laser Vision, were also present on
theoccasion.
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REVIEW

Narak Gulzar

The play portrays the depressed proletariat

A satire on oppression by the powers that be

bargain, it is the common people who have lo
suffer. Indian playwright Manoj Mitra, in his play
Narak Gulzar, raises a pertinent question: Is the supreme
ruler Brahma, the creator, also an oppressor? If the
answer is in the negative, why does the Omnipotent one
allowthe status quo to continue?
Hard questions, such as the above, remained upper-
most in the minds of the audience who saw the play

Q UITE often, rulers tum into oppressors. In the

Narak Gulzar. The work was staged by Drishyapat on
July 18 at the Experimental Theatre Stage.

Mitra's allegorical play Narak Gulzar is a satire on the
oppressive tendency of the evil feudal lords, cormupt
businessmen, terrorists, controversial religious leaders
and evil politicians. The blame for creating a hell-like
situation on earth was squarely laid at the door of these
autocratic people. The setting of the play Narak Gulzaris
earth, hell and heaven. The gods Brahma, Narad and
Jamraj aswell as some human beings are the characters
inthe play.

In Narak Gulzar, Brahma says, 'l have given power to
those people who wantit. And only to keep the balance, 1
have created the proletariat.' The gods have sometimes
been portrayed in a controversial light. For instance, in
his allegorical play Mitra shows Brahma taking a bribe
from the evil doers, Of the gods he has shown Narad and
Jamrajbetter thanthe othergods.

However, Mitra is optimistic in the conclusion. At the
end of the play, he has shown the victory of the proletar-
iatoverthe oppressors.

The typical dialect of Kolkata has been used in the
play.

Hasan Shahriar has failed to direct the allegory prop-
erly. Because ofhis flawed direction, the messages of the
allegorical satire become weighty for the audience. His
set design aswell as the light design is also not up to the
mark.

However, Hasan Shahriar as Brahma performed well.
As Narad, Ali Mahmud's performance, especially his
Bhajans, were well ‘appreciated. The other performers
need tohone their skills,

D T Y L R T T O L T Y

Mannan Heera is a popular stage
playwright in the country, His two
plays-- Mayur Shinghashon and
Bhager Manush-- are scheduled for
the Dhaka Drama Festival 2004, Of
those, Aranyak Natya Dal has

1 deal with
fundamentalism
in my plays'
Mannan Heera

the sufferings of many Hindus
people who had to leave their moth-
erland during the Partition of India
only for their religious belief, And in
Bhager Manush, 1'wrote absut the
brutal riot that took place in 1947
during the partition of the Indian
sub-continent. I have adapted the
play from Urdu playwright Saadat
HassanManta's Tobatek Singh.'

already staged Mayur Shinghashon
and Samay Shankskritik Goshthi

'There are many quality plays in
the festival, however, 1 like SM
Solaiman's Gelapjan most. The

will stage the latter on July 23, at the
closing day ofthe festival.

Regular member Aranyak Natya
Dal, Mannan said, 'l like to deal with
religious issues, particularly funda-
mentalism, in my plays. In Mayur
Shinghashon, 1have written about

reason behind my liking Golapjanis
that the play includes colourful
lifestyle of the people of the old
Dhaka widely known as Dhakaia,’
Mannanadded.

Within a few days Mannan Heera
will complete anotherscript.

ERSHAD KAmMOL:

Idol’ raises age limit

Think you're too old for American Idol? Think again. The
showhas decided to raise the maximum age for contend-
ers from 26 to 28, according to the official ‘Idol'Web site.
Despite Simon Cowell's frequently stated opinion, the
minimumage remains 16.

The reason for the change, according to FOX
Entertainment President Gail Bertnan, is that the net-
work felt too many talented older people had been
turned away. Don't expect that age-limit bar to be raised
any higher anytime soon, though. Berman told the
Television Critics Association: 'I'm sure there are people
who are tremendously talented above that [age], but

_ we'retalking about people who hope to have pop careers

afterward.’

Auditions for the show's fourth season, which will
begin airing in January 2005, kick off on August 4 in
Cleveland at Cleveland Browns Stadium.

American Idol judges Randy Jacksoh, Paula Abdul and
Simon Cowell.
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