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Pak PM rules out Indo-Pak diplomats
swap peace ideas

probe into Kargil

PTI, istamabad

Pakistan government has ruled out
any probe in the Kargil episode
saying it would open a Pandora's
box and rejected deposed Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's reported
claim that he wis not informed
about it by the then Army Chief
PervezMusharraf.

Whatever happened was a "col-
lective responsibility" by the Sharif
government, Prime Minister
Shujaat Hussain said, adding any
move to probe the matter at this
stagewould openaPandora'sbox.

Sharifhad been taken into confi-
dence by the COAS, General
Musharraf, Hussain told reporters
in Lahore yesterday commenting
on the deposed Premier's remarks
inan interview to an Indian weekly
that Musharraf had not informed
him about the Kargil operation.
Musharraf overthrew Sharif in a
bloodless coup on October 12,

1999,

"I'sayonoaththatSharifwas fully :

.
.
"

aware of the operation and the Chief
of Army Staff had six meetings with “:
himatwhich [ wasalsopresent.Ican &
even recall the dates and time of :
these meetings,” Hussain, who :
served as Interior Minister in @
Sharif's Government, was quoted by -
- cials declined to say whatthey were,

themediaassaying.

He maintained that what he ;
narrated was an "eye witness" :
account and "there is no need for a :
judicial commission” as demanded ;
: this year and prepared the ground

by Sharif’s PML(N) party.

Hussain, appointed as interim :
Premier until the election to the :
National Assembly by Prime :
Minister designate Shaoukat Aziz,
challenged Sharif to say under oath :
that he was not fully informed about @
- with his Indian counterpart,

the Kargil issue.

Hussain said as Chief of Army, :
Musharraf had told "Sharif of dates, :
¢ and theywill be further discussed by
: ourministers,” he told reporters.

the days and even the time. About
thesituation in Kargil."

REUTERS, lslamabad

Top diplomats from India and
Pakistan discussed proposals yes-
terday to push forward a nascent
peace process between the nuclear-
armed 'South Asian rivals, but offi-

The breakfast meeting between
the heads of the two [oreign minis-
tries, held on the sidelines of a
regional trade forum, was the fifth

for talks between their foreign min-
isters scheduled for Thursday.

"We had good talks. The spirit
was good, the discussions were
good,” Pakistani Foreign Secretary
Riaz Khokhar said after a meeting

Shashank, whouses one name.
"We have discussed some ideas

"It is not possible to disclose
those ideas because they are for our
ministers."

Officials said the officials
touched on some of the proposals
discussed last month in New Delhi,
site of their first talks in three years
onthecentral dispute over Kashmir,

"There has been no talk that
things aren't moving forward. Talks
are making progress and they will
continue to make progress,”
Shashanksaid.

Indian External Affairs Minister
Natwar Singh was expected in the
Pakistani capital later yesterday for
his first visit to Pakistan since his
Congress party swept to power in
pollsin May.

Political analysts say they do not
expect a major breakthrough this
week, and view the talks as another
opportunity to build rust between
the traditional foes.

The two countries came to the

brink of war in 2002, but the restora-
tion of transport links and diplo-
matic missions, symbolic steps
including an Indian cricket tour of
Pakistan and resumption of formal
dialogue have raised hopes of a
lasting settlement.

India and Pakistan have fought
three wars, two of them over the
flashpoint region of Kashmir, which
bothcountries claim.

Analysts say officials’ reticence to
detail ideas being put forward
reflects the sensitivity of the

Kashmir dispute and the decades of *

mistrust that have soured ties since
independence.

Singh and his Pakistani counter-
part Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri
are due to talk again in late August
following a series of six meetings
dedicated 1o specific disputes rang-
ing from water sharing to a
Himalayan battlefield called the
Stachen Glacier.

i

PHOTC: AFP

Pakistani Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar (R) shakes hands with his Indian counterpart Shashank prior to a meeting
of South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation (Saarc) members' foreign secretaries In Islamabad yesterday.
Top Pakistani and Indian foreign ministry officials have opened talks to push forward peace procass on the sidelines
of the Saarc Foreign Ministers' meating, to be heldin the Pakistani capital from July 20 to 21.
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PHOTO: AFP

Iragi policemen and US soldiers inspect the site of suicide car bomb attack near a police station in southern Baghdad
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yesterday. A!I[ea!t tenpeople were killed and S6wounded. .

Philippines completes
pullout from Iraq

AP, Manila

The Philippines said yesterday that
it has completed the withdrawal of
its peacekeeping contingent from
Iraq, meeting a demand by Iraqgi
insurgents threatening to behead a
Filipino hostage but defying opposi-
tion romWashington.

The last members of the 51-
strong force made an "exit call” on
the new Polish commander at
their base in Hillah, south of
Baghdad, then waved as they left
in six cars.

Foreign Secretary Delia Albert
said they would travel by road (o
Kuwait, a several-hour (rip, then
take acommercial flight home. They
had been scheduled to leave Iraq on
Aug. 20.

“Before the end of this day, all
members of the Philippine humani-
tarian contingent will be out of
Iraq." she said in a nationally tele-
vised statement.

JSome of Manila's allies, includ- |

wr= 11 f ALl

ing the United States and Australia,
have sharply criticized the with-
drawal decision, engineered to save
the life of truck driver Angelo dela
Cruz, saying it would only encour-
age more kidnappings. They argue it
encourages terrorists and endan-
gers other coaliton members in
Iraq.

There was no immediate word on
the fate of dela Cruz. The insurgents
who snatched him on July 7 near
Fallujah, killing his Iraqi security
guard, have said they would free the
46-year-old father of eight once the
lastFilipino troops had left.

Army Brig. Gen. Jovito S.
Palparan Jr, commander of the
Philippine contingent, returned
home Monday ahead of his troops,
saying he was happy to be back.
Some of the peacekeepers left for
Kuwaitlast week.

“The men I left there are OK," he
said before meeting with Albert and
military chief Narciso Abaya to

report d”iﬂnim'?ﬁim‘.imm

Arafat removes cousin

as security chief

AP Ramallah

Backing down in the face of violent
protests, Yasser Arafat asked the
ousted Palestinian chief of security
to return to his job yesterday, plac-
ing him in command of his contro-
versial cousin, Palestinian officials
said.

The Palestinian leader phoned

Abdel Razek Majaide and asked him |

to return to the office he left last
week at Arafat’s request, said Nabil
Abu Rdeneh, asenior Arafatadviser.
Arafat took the decision to calm
the anger that has spilled into the
streets of Gaza over the appoint-
ment of Moussa Arafat as security
chief in the Gaza Strip, Rdeneh said.
Opponents claimed the appoint-
ment perpetuated a system of cor-
ruption and cronyism endemic
amongthe Palestinian leadership.
As head of the Public Security
Directorate for all Palestinian
territories, Majaide became
Moussa Arafat's superior officer in
the formal chain of command.
However, it was unclear whether
Majaide, who was promoted to the
rank oflieutenant general, will have
real authority over Moussa Arafat's
operations in Gaza.

In Gaza City on Monday, sup-
porters of Moussa Arafat marched
through the streets pledging their
loyalty.

The turmoil came as Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
planned to withdraw from Gaza next
year, intensifying a struggle for
power and influence among the
various Palestinian factions.

Sharon, meanwhile, was trying to
shore up his shaky government, also
weakened by internal opposition to
the Gaza pullout. Coalition negotia-
tions between Sharon's Likud Party
and the moderate Labor Party began
Sunday and were to continug
Monday, according to a statement
from Labor Party leader Shimon
Peres,

The Palestinian unrest began
after Arafat decreed a consolidation
of about a dozen disparate security

branches into three services akey

element of reform that the United
States and Egypt have said would be
necessary to revive deadlocked
peace efforts. But the Palestinian
leader defied international peace-
makers by declining to put the
security forces under the control of
the Cabinet, and by naming his
cousin assecurity chief.

Gunmen attack
Indonesian
church:

Priest killed

BBC ONLINE

A priest has been killed and four
others wounded during an attack
inside a Christian church in
Indonesia.

Police said gunmen entered the
Effata church in Paly, in Central
Sulawesi province, on Sunday eve-
ning.

The female priest, 29-year old
Reverend Susianti Tinulele, died at
the scene as she was preaching a
sermon. One of the wounded isin a
critical condition.

At least 1,000 people have been
killed in Muslim-Christian unrest in
the province over the past five years.

Theshooting happened near Poso,
which has seen some of the worst
religiousviolencein recentyears.

Seven people were injured in an
attack on a church near the town in
April.

The national police chief, D'ai
Bachtiar, flew to Palu earlier on
Monday to oversee the investigation,
accordingtolocal police sources.

In Jakarta, Chief Security
Minister Hari Subamo said the
attack was designed "to create a
horizontal conflict” - conflict
between different sectors of society.
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Bolivians approve gas
industry nationalisation,
more exports

AFP La Paz

Bolivians have overwhelmingly
approved increased state involve-
ment in the lucrative natural gas
industry -- the second largest in
South America -- and increase gas
export royalties for multinationals.

President Carlos Mesa, swept
into power in October 2003 after
riots that ousted president Gonzalo
Sanchez de Lozada, had staked his
political future on the outcome of
Sunday's referendum on Bolivia's
gas industry.

All five measures on the ballot
were approved, including a call for
Bolivia to take back ownership of
natural gas at the wellhead, accord-
ing to early official returns from
under two percentof precincts.

Under the measure foreign
multinationals, including US,
British, French and Spanish groups,
would be paid for pumping oil, but
would notownit.

Also approved: the repeal ofa law
granting foreign companies broad
flexibility in exploiting Bolivia's gas,
and a call to re-nationalize the
former state energy concern

Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales
Bolivianos, privatizedin 1997.

Mesa told a news conference he
would submir a bill to the Bolivian
Congress that would boost royalties
forgas exports by foreign companies
to 50 percent of their value from the
current 18 percent,

“lam going to defend... the will of
the Bolivian people,” hesaid.

Mesa said earlier that he would
henor prior contracts with the
foreign gas companies. The victory
at the polls however gives him a
strong hand to renegotiate contracts
with those firms.

The referendum was a crucial
poll on the impoverished nation's
natural gas industry and the politi-
cal future of Mesa.

Hundreds of thousands who
lined up to vote ignored major
unions' calls to boycott thevote.

Voters also approved a proposal
1o use gas as a bargaining chip with
Chile 1o buy back at least part of
Bolivia's outlettothe sea.

Bolivia has had tense relations
with Chile since this landlocked
nation lost access to the Pacific
Ocean during an 1879-1883 war.

Rajapakse talks Delhi's
role in Lankan peace

AFP, New Delhi

Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapakse held ralks
yesterday with Indian leaders on a
range of issues including New
Delhi's role in helping rebuild his
strife-torn island nation, an official
said.

\Rajapakse, who arrived in New
Delhi late Saturday on his first to
India since he took office in April,
spent about 40 minutes in formal
talks with his Indian counterpart
Manmohan Singh after which they
attended a working lunch hosted by
the Indian leader, anofficial said.

Earlier in the day, Rajapakse
held talks with Indian Foreign
Minister Natwar Singh and
National Security Advisor J.N. Dixit.

Talks with Natwar Singh focused
on a fragile truce between Sri
Lanka's Tamil Tigers rebels and
Colombo brokered by Norway and

in place since February 2002,
India's envoy in Colombo Nirupam
Sentold reporters.

"The main subjects that came
up for discussion -- one was an
exchange of views on the peace
process,” said Sen.

“The foreign minister said [ndia
would be able to give some eco-
nomic assistance for the rehabilita-
tion of the north and the east,” he
added, referring to areas under the
control ofthe Tamil Tiger rebels.

India, which once backed Sri
Lanka's rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, has since taken a
largely hands-off approach to the
ethnic Tamil-Sinhala conflict in Sri
Lanka that has claimed over 60,000
lives.

"The othersare aspects in which
the Sri Lankan prime minister is
interested in, namely the work of
rural reconstruction and rural
development ... and certain infra-

structure projects,” Sen said.

On Sunday, Rajapakse met
Finance Minister Palaniappan
Chidamabaram, Agriculture
Minister Sharad Pawar and
Minister for Road Transport and
HighwaysT.R. Baalu.

Reports said [ndia was looking
at new areas for enhancing eco-
nomic cooperation with Sri Lanka,
including agriculture and extend-
ing anewline of credit.

Rajapakse is accompanied by
Trade Minister Jeyaraj Fernin-
dopulle and Marxist minister
Anura Dissanayake, whase JVE or
People's Liberation Front, had
earlier violently enforced a ban on
Indian-made products.

The JVP has been accused of
killing Sri Lankans who ignored
their warnings to boycott
Indian products, including
pharmaceutical goods and
Indian-made vehicles.

- Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda

PHOTO: AFP

Rajapakse (R) and Indian Foreign

Minister Natwar Singh pose for photographers prior to a meeting in New
Delhi yesterday. Rajapakse is on a three-day visit to India during which he
will meet with governmentand opposition leaders.

Bomb kills
Hizbollah
leader in Beirut

REUTERS, Beirut

A bomb killed a senior member of
Lebanese guerrilla group Hizbollah
in the southern suburbs of Beirut
yesterday in an attack the group
blamed on [srael.

Witnesses said the wreckage of a
Mercedes carlayin theroad, its glass
shattered. Blood stained the road
besideit.

In a staterment, Hizbollah said the
blast killed Ghalib Awali -- who it
called "partofthe Islamic Resistance's
cadre” -- as he left his home at about
0530 GMT. Hizbollah's TV station,
which broke into programming to
announce the blast, called him a
memberofthe group'sleadership.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the blast.

Attempt on deputy CM
in Kashmir: 3 killed

5 others die in violence

AFB, Srinagar

Three people died yesterday when a
hand grenade exploded at a public
rally being addressed by Indian
Kashmir's deputy chief minister,
police said.

Mangat Ram Sharma and two
other state ministers escaped the
apparent assassination bid, a police
spokesman said in Srinagar, the
summer capital of Indian Kashmir,

Some 20 other people were
injured in the blast, which occurred
in the town of Kopran in southern
Anantnag district, some 50 kilo-
metres (31 miles) south of Srinagar.
The attack occurred around 3:50 pm
(1020 GMT).

Meanwhile, suspected [slamic

militants shot dead a Muslim couple
in Indian Kashmir while counter-
insurgency troops killed three rebels
in two separate encounters, police
said yesterday,

Suspected rebels overnight burst
into the house of former militant
Ghulam Mohammed Sheikh and
shot him dead along with his 35-
year-old wife Hameeda Begum near
Shopian town, 50km south of the
summer capital Srinagar, a police
spokesman said.

Their five-year-old daughter
sustained serious injuries in the
shoat-out, hesaid.

“Sheikh was suspected (by the
rebels) of working with the coun-
ter-insurgency police,” the spokes-
man said.

Radisson Water Garden Hotel Dhaka
opening ummuzopd\)u 2ratnidz mwe

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

In The Newest Five Star International Hotel

3. Sales Managers

5. Purchasing Manager

OO0 OO0

(For Position # 2)

1. Executive Housekeeper
2. Public Relations Manager

4. Assistant Chief Engineer

6. Assistant Managers - Front Office
7. Communications Supervisor

General Requirements for the above positions:

Job Specific Requirements for the above positions:

There are some opportunities to be an integral member of the Radisson Water
Garden Hotel Dhaka Opening Team. We are currently seeking passionate &
dedicated professional for the following positions:

o Relevant qualifications and experience in a similar role, preferably in the
hospitality / travel trade environment
Excellent organizational and communication skills & ability to work under pressure
Awareness and sensitivity of multicultural work environment

Must be presentable, hard working, focused & willing to take challenges

Good computer and communication skills

o Excellent working knowledge in housekeeping related issues and must be capable
of managing a large group of housekeeping personnel (For Position # 1)
o Excellent media relationship and good knowledge of PR and advertisement

o Excellent corporate network with positive attitude and good knowledge of selling
skills (For Position # 3)

o B.Sc in Mechanical Engineering with 7 years of practical experience in a reputed
manufacturing concem (For Position # 4)

o Excellent knowledge in tender policies & procedure and must be capable of
handling diversified group of suppliers / vendors (For Position # 5)

o Practical experience in customer services is essential. Candidates with hospitality
background will be given preference (For Position # 6)

o Excellent communication skills in English (For Position # 7)

Please forward your CV along with a recent passport size photograph to PO Box
6050, Guishan - 1, Dhaka 1212, latest by August 07, 2004

Please mark the envelope for the position applied for. Only the short-listed
candidates will be called for interview

Radisson is committed to providing a Great Place for Great People to do Great Work.

Radisson Hotels & Resorts Worldwide is part of the Carlson Hospitality Worldwide - a global
leader in hospitality services, encompassing more than 1,700 hotel, resort, restaurant and
cruise ship operations in 82 countries and employs around 190,000 people across its
global network. Carison Hotels Worldwide, based in Minneapolis, Minnesota, includes five
hotel brands: Regent Intemational Hotels, Radisson Hotels & Resorts, Park Plaza Hotels &
Resorts, Country Inns & Suites By Carlson and Park [nn Hotels,
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