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Collage workshop at Savar

Bengal Foundation's new venture in painting

FAYZA HAQ

conducted the collage workshop at Savar,
organised by Bengal Foundation, said
'l think the endeavour is
I've introduced some local materials
like corrugated board, the pigments, which
included the bumt rice reduced to dust, Also we
used the ‘acrymin' colour which is normally used
for painting cloth, and is good for our humid
weather and is fungus resistant. 1 didn't interfere
with the artists' images as that would he
interfering with their personal world. The artists

I : MINENT artist Monirul Islam, who

about the project,
fantastic.

used acrylic colours too.'

The 17 invited artists included
Hamiduzzaman Khan, Mohammed Eunus, Rafi
Haque, Ranjit Das, Alakesh and other young,
active artists. 'l didn't want to touch or influence
the creation of mature artists,’ Monir said, 'l
helped more in the technical side and'in the
exchange of ideas on art. The collage involved
pasting of paper or other items on board along
with therest ofthe painting to add dimension and

volumeto the artwork.'

Monir said that he too learnt a lot from the

workshop. The artists had come out ofthe studios

and worked in a new atmosphere, trying to do

something that they had never done before,
Sometimes Monirhelped the artists. The medium
was different and lending a hand increased the

appeal of the collage work. Trying out chalk
powder, zinc oxide, red oxide (brick powder), the
bluewe use as dye forwhitening ourwhite clothes

was an experience by itself.

Hamiduzzaman Khan, the well-known
sculptor, talking about his experience at the
workshop, said, "We were lucky to get Monirul
Islam to join us. Working with local materials, the
sheets and paints, was also. mind-expanding,
Some of our materials and techniques were the
same but the paintings had individual character-
istics. I myself did a number of paintings dealing
with forms, using red and orange. We had alot of
freedom and 'did not necessarily stick to collage
only, although the3-D effect of collage wasindeed
marvellous and unique. Sometimes they
reminded one ofsculpture.’

Mohammed Eunus said,
guidance of a major artist, which was not the case
with the other workshops in Bangladesh. Earlier,
we worked together in camps. There is a lot of
freedom currently in the use of materials.' In one
of his works, he had combined three squares of
canvas and had used actual musical discs to bring
in thetheme of rmusical notes,

Tayyaba Begum Lipi, who won the coveted
award at the last Asian Biennale for Bangladesh,
had done awoman's figure with a jute doll pinned
on it to signify that women have a confined life

" We have the

inspiring.

Monirul Islam (R) guiding the participants at the collage workshop

like Egyptian mummies. The body of the woman
itself was stiff and bound like that of a mummy
while the eyes and hair were wild. Women have
very little say inmajor decisions, Lipi believes. She
said, "If we had more time, we could have been
more bold and' experimental and gone beyond
the paintings and done installations too,' she said,
adding, "The interaction with the other artists is
inspiring and informative. We four women artists-
- Jolly, Nilu, Shulekha'and I, who are sharing a
room at Savar--
analysing ourwork.'

Dilara Begum Jolly, from Chittagong, said,
‘Since we've crossed the river in boats, 1 brought
in boats in my painting, which could also be seen
asimages of women's eyes. I've combined the two
forms together. I've been to workshops before in
Sweden, India and conducted a workshop myself
in Chittagong and I find them all very enriching
and enjoyable. Learning about the feelings and
experiences of others is very moving. It is not
often that you can get together at leisure to share
yourideasand emotions.’

The workshop was indeed unique and

talked late into the night

Megabond: A new mega serial with a difference

ATSAR AHMED

VER been so annoyed with a

drama serial that you just felt

that you had to articulate
your dlsplcasurc? ‘Or ‘perhaps you
have noticed that certain dramas
seemto takeideas fromother shows,
alter it, then use it for their own
diabolical purposes. Or you are just
getting bored with the plots and the
acting of so-called mega serials. In
either case, Kalindi Production's
first ever mega serial titled
Megabond , can probably help you
togetrid ofthese glitches.

Sowhat's 5o specialin this serial?
'We have a think tank of three
persons to judge this project
properly and to guide us in the right
direction,' said Shahidul Alam
Sachchu, one of the directors of the
serial during a homely get together
withthejournalistsrecently.

So who are the think tankers?
They are also well known in their
respective fields-- cartoonist Shishir
Bhattacharya, architect Enamul
Karim Nirjhor and Professor Geeti
AraNasrin.

It is the first ever long term
project, as we generally call mega
serial , by this production house . We
are proud to have Shayer Khan, who

has earned his credentials as a
humorous writer, as a script writer
as well as one of the directors of the
serial', said Rehana Samdani, the
producer.

Before working on the script, the

Shayer Khan and Shahidul Alam
Sachchu: Glving TV viewers an
innovative alternative

artistes have surveyed people from
different walks of life such as
professors, school students,
housewives, maids, garment
workers and others to verify their
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tastes and preferences. ' Bychoosing
randomly 135 people and taking
their views we have come to finalize
a concept and thus the script of the
Megabond's first 40 episodes have
| been ' wﬁm.n, Sald Sathchu who
also ' ‘acts 'in ‘the "serial! He alst
promiséd to follow up the reviews
* from the viewers and from the 'think
tankers' during the transmission of
the serial. ' As soon as the viewers
reject this serial or they get bored,
we will try to introduce changes in
thescript, actors orwe can even shut
down the serial," headded.

Megabond is a sitcom or situation
comedy which is a genre of comedy
performance where a situation
demands some comic efforts. ' Almost
60 percent of the cast in this seral is
new: So through this serial the viewers
may get to see a brand new bunch of
starsinfuture’, said Sachchu.

This serial will go on airatthe end
of this month on ‘a satellite TV
channel. ' Qur aim is to give a
tasteful production to ourviewersso
that they can gradually draw away
from the Hindi serials and view
programmes that are close to our
own culture, With this end in view,
we will telecast our serial on the slot
when these Indian serials are
transmitted,’ ended the directors.
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Nittapuran
An adapted play from the Mahabharata

PHOTO, AFP

Disneyland celebrated it's 49th birth-
day by organising a photo collage that
forms a likeness of Mickey Mouse
tilted, ‘Happiest Faces on Earth - A
Disney Family Album’ July 17 in Los
Angeles, California. Disney invited
people to submit photos of ‘their
Disney memories' to be included in
photo collages that will be displayed
during the park's upcoming 50th
anniversary celebration.

T is well-known that in the classical epics like the
I lliad, Mahabharata and others, human beings are

divided by religion and caste. This factis reflected in
Desh Natak's production Nittapuran. As part of the
drama festival arranged by BGTE Desh Natak staged
their popular classic on July 17 at the Experimental
Theatre Stage.

Nittapuran presents the history of human civilisa-
tion with a unigue touch. Adapted from the
Mahabharata, Masum Reza's play Nillapuran presents
EKlabba, a minor character in the epic, as the protago-
nist because of his latent truth and heroism. Through a
storyteller, the playwright narrates Eklabba's story,
which has a greater effect on us than that of the whole of
Mahabharata, The narrator further adds that they will
presentVyas Dev's epicin anewway.

In the play somelegendary characters, such as the five
Pandabs, are depicted as villains. Many, lower caste
human beings like Eklabba and others are the victims of
jealousy, vindictiveness and tricky politics of gods and
upper caste people. This eternal social problem is the
theme of the play, The playwright has successfully
expressed some implicit facts and questions of the myth
through logic. Some dialogues of the play are very
emotional and philosophical. Masum Reza's play has a
poetic flavour. And his dialogue diction expresses the
grandeur ofthelegend.

But, to portray Eklabba as superior to the upper caste
heroes in every way, Masum has presented him as a
character with double standards. For example, at the
beginning of the play Eklabba says, 'Only the Pandabas
and Kaurabs heroes are wily' and later when he meets
Draupadi, he again says, 'Tam notless wily thanyouare',
Eklabba's double standard, in fact, goes against his
heroism. However, Masum's handling of the sequences-
-such as cutting the thumb of Eklabba to pay the due to
his imaginary mentor Dronacharya and in the final
scene when Draupadi declares on seeing the corpse of
Eklabba, 'Here lies the greatest human being--' touchos
theheartoftheaudience.

............................................

A sequence from the play

As a director, Masum Reza is also successful at
handling the narrative technique. He unfolds the story
of the play through a narrator. He has also handled the
climax of the play quite successfully. The choreogmaphy,
particularlyin case ofarchery, isspectacular.

Kamaluddin' Kabir's set design is simple but
symbolically effective to support the theme.  He has
used a statue at the back stage. Light designer Nasirul
Hagq Khokon has once again proved his usual'mastery,
The best part ofhis designing is visibility, texture and use
ofsymbolic colours onthe cyclorama.

Dilip as Eklabba, Chumki as Draupadi and Suman as
Dronacharya performed well. Dipanwita's acrobatic
displays to portray the image of an AITOW Were really
enjovable. Other performers need to improve their skill
todojusticeto the play.

1 prefer giving maximum space to the director’

--M Shaiful Islam

M Shaiful Islam is one of the busiest
backstage workers of the country,
He is a set as well as light designer.
The regular member of Prachyanut,
M Shaiful Islam started his theatrical
workin 1982.

Through his remarkable
backstage work, Shaiful' has become
a prominent name in theatre arena.
Shaiful said, 'As a painter, 1 give
emphasis to.  colour during
designing.'

Shaiful has dntroduced a new
technique in set designing. He said,
‘l'usually use painted net as my set
element. This type of set is less
expensive and lasts longer.
Moreover, if we consider it from the

aesthetic point of view, we see that
many effects can be created on
painted net by using several light
effects.’

On his designing process Shaiful
said, 'In case of set design 1 always
prefer to give maximum space tothe
director so that he can use it for the
performance, And in case of light

~ design T basically “concentrate” o1i.

visibility, and then I try to create
illusion by compuosition.'

So, far Shaiful has worked as a
backstage worker for 60 plays. Inthe
festival, he is the set and light
designer of two plays-- Bou Basanti
and Gondar.
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'Robot’ rages against Spidey at box office

There may be no place for Spider-Man in the future -- at least the future
asimagined by, Robor, which opens across North America Friday,
Starring box office phenomenon Will Smith, 20th Century Fox's
futuristic action film could knock the webbed one down to street level.
Astheweekend approaches, I, Robotinspired by the Isaac Asimovstories,
has been tracking extremely well with all segments of the movie going
population. Projections are that its three-day gross should top US $40
millionandcould riseas highas US $50 million if erowds flockasexpected.
Setin the year 2035, I, Robot dramatises a world where robots are an
everyday housebold item that everyone trusts except for Smith!s
character, who believes thatone ofthem has killed a scientist.
Directed by Alex Proyas (Dark City, The Crow), the PG-13 film should
benefitfrom Smith's allure as well as the movie's sci-fi themes.

Source: Reuters
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A scene from the movie /, Robot
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Néws Headlines' (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and Engfish)
11:30pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangfa) al 7:15 am. 8:00am,
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telocast of BTV news (Bangla and
English)at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangha) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of/ BTV News (Bangla and
Engsh) at11:30 pm

Lalest Nows (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00° am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

nty

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. €:15 pm. 8:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pr.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English} a111:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Bangk) at 5:30 pm. 7:30

pm.
Tara News (Bangla) a1 8:30 pm. 11:30

pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at9:30
pm.
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