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B -'ngoti[nsumnce
B@hess League title

garned 25 points
st8 Union became
yith 21 and Agrabad
Nuwfo&n g:mh el the third position

wil.h 19 poi.m&.

final round Mohammedan
heat ms e and Vat Club 4-
0 and Brothers Union defeated

DoubI&FMuming Club 4-0 at the
CJKS gymnasiurm.

Interhational Master Enamul
Hossain Rajib and Rashedul Hasan
werejointly named best players.

Secretary of Youth and Sports
Ministry Syed Sujauddin Ahmed
distributed prizes among the win-
ners aschiei guest.

Implementatlon

FROM PAGE 13

change: Eitherearly departure of top
batsmen creates pressure on the
lowerorder forcing it to fight for life
or the tail gets too adventurous and
wastesafine start.

It proves that what Whatmore
says abour the team is right. The
['igersu.p‘.sdl! miles behind in men-
tal strength.

It would take a long time to
change theirattitude butatleast, the
coach should consider strengthen-
ing his team's batting first. There is
only one option; that is to use Faisal
Hossain before he runs out of form.
But dropping & batsman to include
the lefi-hander will not solve the
problem. It would rather be six
batsmen and four bowlers and
wicketkeeper Khaled Mashud is no
meanbatsman.

With new Kid Abdur Razzak
gaining confidence beside estab-
lished Tapash Baisya and
Mohammacd Rafique, Whatmore will
have to choose between his "'multi-
skilled players Khaled Mahmud
and Mushfiqur Rahman.

But before making plans for the
second phase, the team manage-
ment thought the Tigers deserved a
breakafter 15 days hard training and
playing on successive days.
The players spent half the day at the
holidayresort of Reel OceanView, an
hour's drive from the Lankan capi-
tal, They will return to training this
moring.
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2. Who is Pakistan's new cricket
coach?

Miandad | Woolmer | Marsh
| 3. WhowontheRating chesstitle?
Rafib | Rakib | Reefat

4. Who [s the youngest scorer at
UEFA Euro 20042

Rooney | Vonlanthen] Ronaldo
5. Wl'lo scared the first goal at Euro
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Big meets not for India?

i Cricket
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REUTERS/AFP, New Delhi

India fs unlikely to host big cricket
events such as the World Cup and
the Champions' Trophy unless the
government relaxes its tax laws, the
International Cricket Council (1CC)
presidentsaid on Sunday.

India, the world's largest market
for cricket, was scheduled to host
the 2004 Champions' Trophy but the
event was shifted to England, where
itwill beheld in September, because
the [ndian government offers no tax
exemption for revenue earned from
sportsevents held in the country.

ICC president Ehsan Mani,
visiting India with his chief execu-
tive Malcolm Speed, said the coun-
try might not be allotted the next
edition of the Champions' Trophy in
2006 if the taxation policy did not
change.

"We'll definitely seek tax exemp-
tions before we host an [CC event in
India," Mani told reporters.

“The ICC is not in a position to

« give away a big percentage of its
income to any government agency.
ThelCC cannotafford to shell out 40
to 50 per cent tax for major tourna-
ments like the World Cup or the
Champions’ Trophy," Mani told,
referring to the government's enter-
tainment tax on all international
matches.

"The ICC is not a profit-making
body. Even the Caribbean govern-
ments have waived all taxes for the
next World Cup in the West Indies in
2007. A

“If the Indian government does
not resolve its tax position, they
might not get the next Champions
Trophyin2006.

“Itwill be difficult to bring cricket
toIndia."

The concern over taxes is one of
tiie main iterns on the agenda when
Mani and Speed meet India's
national cricket board later on
Sunday.

The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) says it believes it can
convince the government to change
its policy:

"We're confident the govern-

ment will listen to us," Jagmohan
Dalmiya, president of the BCCI, told
reporters after a board working
committeemeeting,

“If they don't listen, we'll go to
the public and tell them the reason
for our not being able to host big
events. We'll ask the people to sup-
portus,” hesaid.

However, the Indian board wants
an assurance from the ICC that
every third World Cup is held in
South Asia since four of the 10 Test-
playing countries -- Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka --
come from theregion.

India last hosted the World Cup,
jointly with Pakistan and Sri Lanka,
in 1986. The country also co-hosted
the 1987 World Cup with Pakistan.
Mani said some tax issues from the
tournament had still not been
sorted out.

India, with millions of cricket-
mad viewers, has the largest televi-
sion audience for the sport in the
wnrld.,At least five of the six major
sponsors for ICC events are India-
specific.

Pakistan

FROM PAGE 13
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh will play each other
oncein the Super League starting on
Wednesday with the top two
advancingto thefinal on August 1,

Pakistan lost two early wickets
against Hong Kong, before Younis
and Malik sent the minnows on a
leather hunt.

Younis hit eight fours and three
sixes in his maiden one-day century
after 103 matehies, while Malik's
third hundred came with the help of
10 fours and two sixes.

Their partnership was just seven
runs short of Pakistan's record stand
for the third wicket of 230 by ljaz
Ahmed and Saeed Anwar in the
Independence Cup tournament in
Dhakain 1998,

The stand was broken after a
mix-up which resulted in Malik
getting run out by a direct throw
from Afzaal Haider.

Younis departed in the penulti-
mate over when he holed out to mid-
wicket off Haider.

Hong Kong never seriously
challenged the imposing target,
with only Tabarak Dar and Manoj
Cheruparambil looking comfort-
ablein the middle.

Dar scored 36 oft 43 balls with six
fours while Cheruparambil got 30
off 44 with three boundaries and a
SIX.

Malik claimed four wickets to
earn the man-of-the-match award.
Imran Farhat bagged three wickets,

Pakistan made three changes
from the side that played against
Bangladesh.

They brought in Nazir, Shabbir
Ahmed and Navedul Hassan for
Shoaib Akhtar, Danish Kaneria and
Yasir Hameed, who was rested after

too hot for HK

scoring a century against Bangla-
desh.

Hong Kong had a young debu-
tant in 16-year-old left-arm spinner
NadeemAhmed.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Asia Cup Group A
match between Pakistan and Hong
Kong at the Sinhalese Sports Club

ground on Sunday:

PAKISTAN

Nazirlbwb Khalid 10
Farhate French b Khalid 20
Malik run out 118
Younis cAhmed b Haider 144
RazzaqcSmartb Gul 18
Moinnotout 11
Saminot out 9
Extras: (Ib-3,nb-2, w-8) 13
Total; (For5wktsin50overs) 343

Fall of wickets: 1-33, 2-51, 3-274, 4-

313,5-327

Did not bat: Inzamam, Youhana,
Shabbir, Naved.

Bowler 0O M R w
Haider 9 [ s 1
Khalid 10 1 62 2
Aamer 10 E b0 0
Gul 9 0 67 1
Nadeem 10 0 B3 0
French e 016 0

. HONG KONG .
‘Smiartc Yolrisb Razzaq = 25"

Hameed [lbwb Sami ]
French b Farhat 14
Dar b Malik 36
Sharmab Farhat 1
Aamer b Farhat 4
Gullbwb Sami 1
C'rambil ¢ Farhat b Malik 30
Haider ¢ Samib Malik 22
KhalidstMoinb Malik 2
Nadeemnotout 1
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-7, w-18) 29
Total: (Allout in44.1 overs) 165

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-45, 3-95, 4-95,
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P WL State Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman (2nd from L) addresses a
G1eo FREF oo ivo cvrninave press conference organised in connection with the FIBA-Asia Basketball
U IR Championship for Young Man, at the NSC Auditorium on Saturday.
Phone: (fany) ........... .. | | Bangladesh Basketball Federation president Maj Gen ZA Khan {an fromR)
and general secretary Selim Chowdhury (R) were present.
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer EEEENE L L0 L
ACROSS 36 Hale- 55 Texas llag 10 *American |12 13 14
1 Imperti- Bopp symbol -
nent at al. 56 Whal- 11 Memo- s 18 L4
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{out) ingredient 20 Adept one MaF] 10 20
9 Card lable 38 Man- DOWN 22 Fred's
call mause 1 Gift-tag aarly sl i
12Give a link word partnar 25 |26 |27 28 29 [30 [ai
makeover 38 Mooring 2 Big name 24 Cap llap
[} sile in late- 25 One of 32 3
- 13 Acknowl- 42 Pair night TV the gang
adge 44 Reflnery 3 Mid- 26 Sapporo 4 35 38
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17 Compre- 50Do 5 Sea- 29“Simp- 40 49 50
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18 "Happy lance 6 Salan's bartender 51 52 53
Days" on forte 30 Pismire
cast 51 Noshed 7 Rang 31 Undeni- 54 55 58
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co-star ofc A ERELCIOl 41 Paradise
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hair. ELL [[E(R MHIALRLT home Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF THE BEATLES HAD
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28 Perlurb NN ODO0E DRG and Old F %
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5-101,6-102, 7-102, B-149,9-156

Bowler 0O M R w
Sami 7 2 16 2
Shabbir B 2 12 0
Razzaq 6 0)-FE30 1
Naved B 0 45 0
Malik 2 I 19 1
Farhat 4 2 10 3
Nazir 4 0 29 0

Result: Pakistan won by 173 runs.
*Man-of-the-match: Shoaib Malik.

Toss: Pakistan.

Umpires: Asoka de Silva (Sri Lanka)

and Brian Jerling (South Africa).

Jones back for
England

AFP, London

England recalled Glamorgan fast
bowler Simon Jones to their 13-man
squad Sunday for next week's first
TestagainsttheWestIndiesat Lord's.

The 25-year-old paceman
missed the last two Tests of the 3-0
whitewash of New Zealand earlier
this season with a footinjury.

But he came through unscathed

« [for MCC in lhcu‘ m.:r.t.h against the. |
West Indies E..Lrll,yl;.

s week.

ones ancd [ah Anderson
appeartobe vying foronespotinthe
final eleven come the start of
Thursday's first Test.
SQUAD
Michael Vaughan (captain), James
Anderson, Mark Butcher, Andrew
Elintoff, Ashley Giles, Stephen
Harmison, Matthew Hoggard,
Geraint Jones, Simon Jones, Robert
Key, Andrew Strauss, Graham
Thorpe, Marcus Trescothick.

ICC concerned

FROM PAGE 13

Azharuddin, 41, was banned for life
by the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) in 2000 after being
named in a match-fixing probe by
the federal Central Bureau of
Investigation.

Azharuddin challenged the
decision in a higher court of law
afteralower courtin his home city of
Hyderabad dismissed his appeal to
have thelife banlifted.

ACC president Jagmohan
Dalmiya, who also heads the BCCI,
was expected to react to Mani's
comments at a media conference
lateron Sunday.

Azharuddin, a stylish middle-
order batsman, was India's most
successful Test captain until Sourav
Ganguly overtook him in April this
year. He was stranded on 99 Test
appearances when he was banned
in December2000.

He scored 6,215 Test nins with 22
centuries, besides 9,378 one-day
runs from334 matches.

rAmingTc oo

Sri Lanka show
UAE the door

AFP, Dambulla

Muttiah Muralitharan and Upul
Chandana shared seven wickets to
bowl Sri Lanka to an emphatic 116-
run victory over the United Arb
Emirates in the Asia Cup Group B
league match here on Saturday.

Leg-spinner Chandana finished
with a career-best 4-22 and off-
spinner Muralitharan 3-21 as the
UAE were bowled out for 123 chas-
ing a 240-run target in the day-night
game on a turning pitch at the
Rangiri International Stadium.

The UAE bowed out of the tour-
nament after suffering their second
successive defeat in the three-team
group.

The only consolation for the UAE
was an impressive four-wicket effort
from left-arm spinner Khuram Khan
and a defiant 39 off 124 balls from
opener Ramveer Rai.

SCOREBOARD £
Scoreboard of the Asia Cup Group B
league match between Sri Lanka and
United Arab Emirates at the Rangiri
International Stadium on Saturday:
SRI LANKA: 239 all out in 50 overs

(Gunawardene 73, Jayawardene 26;
Khan4-32, Asad 2-35)

UAE

RaibChandana 39
Arshad lbwb Zoysa ?

Usman e §'karabZoysa
N'uddinesub (M mof]b(.‘.d.ma l2
MagsoodeC'danabM'tharan 13

KhanbMalinga 8
Asgharcandb M tharan 0
Saeed cC'dana bM'tharan 0
TauqircDilshan b C'dana 6
Asad b C'dana 13
Zianotout 1

Extras: (b-3, 1b-4, nb-3, w-14) 24
Total: (Alloutin47.5 overs) 123
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-14, 3-43, 4-71,
5-91,6-98, 7-58,6-99,9-113

Bowler 0O M R W
Zoysa i N 0 2
Malinga 10 2 39 1
Dilshan 9 B 2 0
M'tharan 10 30 2E 3
Chandana 9.5 7 . 4
Jayantha 1 0 1 0

Result: Sri Lankawon by 116 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Khuram Khan.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

U-17 booters

FROM PAGE 13

Atiqur Rahman, Rubel Ahmed,
Mamun Hossain, Arafat Ali, Rony
Islam, Abul Kashem, Nasirul Islam,
Rajan Miah, Zahid Hossain, SM
Rajib, Mithun Chowdhury, Hirak
Juardar, Abid Hossain, Tawfiq
Hasan, Mamuintil !rﬂ'il'm el Al
N Bt L O YL

No one off wonder

FROM PAGE 13

However, many feel that Russel will
face the music in the competition as
the organisers cut the foreign play-
ers quota considering the Premier
Division League but Gazi is not
bothered by the fact.

“We couldn't fielded four foreign
players at a time in the Dhaka
league, [ think our two Moroccan
Youness (striker) and Burdeep
(defender) will be good enough to
shapethesquad," he said.

Gazi sounded chirpy about his
forwards Milon and Bubul. "They
are talented and score important
goals for the team. In fact I have no
problemwithany department.”

The Russel coach, however, was
disappointed with the team's inade-
quate preparation because of the
Chittagong Premier Division which
keptmany players away.

Sheikh Russell have been pitted in
Group A along with Mohammedan
Sporting Club, Brothers Union,
Jhenidah Mohammedan,
Unmochan Club of Bagerhat and
Bangladesh Air Force,
SHEIKHRUSSELKC SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Apel, Biplob, Nayan.
Defenders: Kamal, Narayan,
Burdeep, Nurul Islam

Midfielders: Jalal, Asif, Asad, Maruf,
Apu.

Forwards: Bulbul, Youness, Milon

and Bulbul.

FROM PAGE 13

impressive 49. FHe added 63 for the
opening wicket with Saman
Jayantha (34) and 65 for the second
withskipper Marvan Atapattu (50).

Gunawardene, who scored 73
against the United Emirates in
the previous game d&n Saturday,
missed his second sucéessive half-
century as he was run out following
amix-up with hiscaptain.

Atapattu also fell in the similar
fashion, but not before putting his
team i astrong position with a half-
century,

Sangakkara and Jayawardene
then helped their team set a stiff
target for the Indians with their hard
and clean hitting on a slow turning
pitch.

Jayawardene was more agpres-
sive, once stepping out to hoist off-
spinner Virender Sehwag for a huge
six over long-on. He raced his half-
centuryoff just 49 balls with the help
ofonesixand three fours.

Sangakkara hit one six and three
foursin his54-ball knock.

Fast bowlers Laxmipathy Balaji
and Irfan Pathan were the only
wicket-takers in a mediocre Indian
bowling performance.

India and Sri Lanka have already

qualified for the super league after

Lankans pile up

defeating the UAE in the three-team
group. The winners of this match
willtop the group.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Sri Lankan
innings against India in the Asia Cup
Group-Bleague matchatthe Rangiri
International Stadium here on

Sunday:

SRILANKA

Jayantha cPatel b Balaji 34
Gunawardene run out 49
Atapattu mn out 50
SangakkaracGangulyb Pathan 57
Jayawardene notout 58
Dilshan notout 7

Extras: (b-2,1b-9, nb-4, w-12) 27
Total; (For four wktsin50 overs) 282
Fall of witkets: 1-63, 2-128, 3-156, 4-
2.

Bowler o M R W
Pathan 10 0 49 1
Balaji 9 1 60 1
Zaheer 9 0.-"39 0
Ganguly 2 0 15 o
Kumble 10 1 46 0
Sehwag 7 0 45 0
Yuvraj g0 TR 0
Toss: Sri Lanka s

Umpires: Peter Parker (AUS) and
Billy Doctrove (WIS)
Matchreferee: Mike Procter (RSA)

@he Baily Star
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State Minister for Energy and Mineral Resources AKM Mosharraf Hossain inaugurates the final round of the Nitol-
Tata National Football League at the Momenshahi Stadium yesterday.

IAAF may strip
Johnson's gold

B Sl Athletics

REUTERS, London

Five-time Olympic champion
Michael Johnsun is likely to lose his
final gold medal after the world
governing athletics body decided to
annul the results of the 4x400 metres
relay final at the 2000 Sydney
Games,

At a special council meeting in
Grosseto, Italy, on Sunday the
International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF) agreed
that the United States should lose
their title because current world 400
metres champion Jerome Young was
not entitled to compete after failing
adrugs testinthe previous year.

Young ran in two early rounds in
Sydney after a USA Track & Field
Doping Appeal Panel cleared him to
compete despite a positive test for
the anabolic steroid nandrolone in
19899, The Court of Arbitration for
Sport ruled last “month that Young
should have béen hanned for two
Years,

IAAF spokesman Nick Davies
said the council, which was meeting
on the final day of the World Junior
Championships, had decided that
any ban should also have included
relays.

"The result of the relay will be
annulled," he said.

"We will now inform the 10C
(International Olympic
Committee).”

The [OC executive board, which
is scheduled to meet before the
Athens Olympics opening on August
13, must now decide whether the
medals should be returned. The US
squad, which was anchored by
Johnson in the final, also included

Young, the Harrison twins Alvin and
Calvin, Antonio Petrigrew and
Angelo Taylor.

Nigeria are now the new Olympic
champions with Jamaica moving up
to second and the Bahamas taking
tnird place.

This year the IAAF also annulled
the British team's second place in
the 4x100 metres relay at last
August's Paris world championship
after European champion Dwain
Chambers tested positive for the
steroid THG (tetrahydrogestrinone).

Johnson, the only man to win the
Olympic 200-400 double, has
already said he said he should not
lose his medal.

“The bottom line is that when
Jerome Young made the Olympic
team, he had been cleared to run by
USATE" he told the Dallas Morning
News.

MICHAEL JOHNSON

Jones not in
200 final

REUTERS, Sacramento

Olympic champion Marian Jones has
pulled out of the 200 metres final at the
US trials.

A person close to Jones said the
triple gold medallist from the 2000
Olympics wanted to concentrité on
the long jump at next month's Athens
Games after already booking her place
inthatevent.

“There 15 no injury,” e source told
Reuterson Saturday:

"She decided to pull out of the 200
becauseshe wants to focusonthelong
jumpinAthensandbeamemberofthe
US 4xl 00 relay team.”

The source also said Joneswould be
available to nun the 100 metres, which
she won in Sydney, if a spot became
available.

She failed to qualify for the event
after finishing filthin the Olympic trials
lastweek.

AUSATrack&Field spokesman said
Jones would hold a news conference
laterintheday.

Jones, who also won gold in the
4400 refay in Sydney, has been under
serutiny by the USAnti- Doping Agency
(USADA) for mostof the ylar:l]thou;,h
'1hl?.‘h£i£ never fdlle(iat[{]pingtml

| Venus, Lmdsay

in semis
AFP, Stanford

Second seed American Lindsay
Davenport outlasted compatriot
and lucky loser Mashona
Washington 6-4, 3-6, 6-1, to reach
the semifinals of the 585,000 dollar
WTAStanford event.

On Thursday night, Davenport
crushed Russian Lioudmila
Skavronskain6-1, 6-1.

Davenport got the key break in
the third setin just the second game,
which went to deuce four times
before Washington double-faulted
onbreak point.

FROM PAGE 13
Seamers,
DS: How do you compare your

‘| teamwith the current one?

MA: I don't believe in compari-
son. Both sides have different char-
acteristics. There is no way you can
drawanylines between them.

DS: The next World Cup is com-
ing again in three years. Do you
think the Indians will be able to
carryon their present form?

MA: I think they will. They have a
good set of players. A lot of experi-
enced players are backed by young
players who are very talented. And
the pipelineisrichbackhome. The A
team and Under-19, 17 teams have
been feeding quality ericketers.

DS: Batting was the strength of
the Indian team when you played.
Whatis thesituation now?

MA: [tis the same now but I think
they also have a pretty good bowling
attack nowaswell,

DS: Australia is the best team in
the world. Do you think they can go
on to win three consecutive World

Cups?

MA: Yes, may be. But their bowl-
ing might be a bit weak in the future
as they have been losing senior
players. But in another two or three
years, they may recover. Their bat-
tingis really good.

DS: The West Indies will host the
2007 World Cup. What are their
chances?

MA: Except for one or two players,
they really have no one to rely on.
Their bowling is struggling and they
have some good but too many
young cricketers in the side. They
can be a strong team under Brian
Lara but I think every team like the
West Indies and Bangladesh are in a
building process and itwill take time
to flourish.

DS: Do you follow Bangladesh
cricket?

MA: Not very often. I have not
seen them play recently but can
remember when we met last in the
Asia Cup. I hope to see them in
Colombo. I know they have
improved a lot after getting Test

Azharuddin speaks

1

status.

DS: There has hm.n a long con-
troversy over Muttiah
Muralitharan's action. What do you
thinkaboutit?

MA: Actually I don't know what to
say. Once they cleared him in
1994/5, [ really don't know what
went wrong, And [ think it's really
hard to find out whether he is bowl-
ing the 'doosra’ or his normal off-
spin. | really don't want to say any-
thing on that because the ICC has
been very contradictory at times
abouttheissue.

DS: What about your match-
fixingcase?

MA: It's still going on and the final
hearingis close.

DS: Are you still hopeful of mak-
ing an international comeback?

MA: I'll decide it on that day. [ will
follow what my mind says, [ can't say
itnow.

DS: Who stands the chance to
win the Asia Cup?

MA: I'll go for India because they
areagoodside.
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PHOTO: COURTESY
Managing director of Rapport Bangladesh Limited M Mosharraf Hossain
delivering the special guest's speech during the prize giving ceremony of
the AccessTel and AP Open squash tournament at the Dhaka Club recently.
Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury (sitting 3rd from R)
attended the function as the chief guest.

All-German
Mercedes
Cup final

REUTERS/AFEP, Los Angeles

The Mercedes-Benz Cup final will be
an all-German affair after Tommy
Haas and Nicolas Kiefer won
through their semifinals in Los
Angeles on Saturday.

Former world number two Haas,
chasing his second title of the sea-
son after winning on clay in
Houston in April, overcame
Frenchman Cyril Saulnier?-5, 7-5.

Kiefer, who has not won a singles
title for four years, defeated
American wildcard Jeff Morrison 3-6
6-26-4.




