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Dhaka for 13th
Saarc summit -
in January

FM offtoIslamabad
STAFE CORRESPONDENT |

Bangladesh will propose to host
13th Saarc summit in Dhaka in the
first halfofjanuary, Foreign Minister
M Morshed Khan said yesterday
before leaving for Islamabad to
attend a Saare foreign ministers’
meeting to work out the summit's
date. |

"That's our suggestion about the
summit time; we now need consent
from other member nations," he
told newspersons at ZIA
International Airport.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
Drop unapproved

plansfrom ADP
JSbodyasks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary body yesterday
asked the planning ministry not to
include unapproved projects in the
Annual Development Project (ADP)
and drop the cumrent ones, terming
them as ingredients of financial
waste,

The parliamentary standing
committee on the planning ministry
gave the view while reviewing the
ADI’ofﬂmcumntFYZﬂM 05,

Finance and planning minister
M Saifur Rahman also echoed the
same view during the critique and
said unappmved projects were
mcorpurated into the ADP under

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Flood pushes
essentials'
prices high

-Srare GOHRESHONDENT

Prices of essentials have marked
another round of increase due to
flood and inadequate supply to the

tYﬂmr;l.exs of the city's markets
cautioned that the prices of allkinds
of goods may experience a further
rise in the coming weeks if the flood
situationdoes notimprove.

In the city's New Market and
Karwan Bazar yesterday most of the
items were being sold at a higher
price compared talastweek.

The price of aubergine increased
from Tk 20/kg to Tk 24/kg, Karola

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

BURIGANGA DRIVE
39 structures
demolished

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The district administration and
Bangladesh/Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) on the second
day of the five-day demolition drive
knocked down 39 illegally set up
structures on the Buriganga river
yesterday,

The joint drive is part ofinitiative
taken by the authorities to rid the
river of thousands of encroachment
points and enstre its navigability
and free flow ofwater.

The demolition team yesterday
knocked down a concrete and two
semi-concrete structures and tin-
shed shanties. In' Keraniganj, the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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Workers fight against time to fill up a crack thatappeared in the Dhaka-Narayanganj-Demra flood protection embankment at Della in Demra last night spark

ing off panic amon g the city-dwellers.

No audit until
dispute settled

Auditor general's office stops checking
railway documents

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The office of the Comptroller and
Auditor General has stopped audit-
ing railway division's financial
activities and will not start them
until 'the violation of its constitu-
tional rights by railway officials' was
resolved,

"It is not possible to scrutinise
the accounts and 'other documents
of the railway division as our offi-
cials were denied access to their
information. We are not auditing
their spending for the last two
months and will start the work after
the issue is resolved,” Wazir Ahmed
Fateh, in-charge of mailway audit,
told The DailyStar.

Auditor General Asif Ali on July 7
lodged a petition with the Public

Accounts Committee of the Jatiya
Sangsad, seeking its protection
against violation of the constitu-
tional rights of his office by the
railwaydivision.

He accused the railway division
under the communications minis-
tryofdenyinghis office staff'saccess
topurchase documents.

The committee decided to sum-
mon the communications secretary
and ' railway director general at its
next meeting slated for tomorrow to
discussthe issue.

Talking to The Daily Star former
auditor general M Hafizuddin Khan
said it was the constitutional right of
the audit office to access documents
of government offices, courts and
publicauthorities,

"If the officials of the railway

division denied the comptrollerand
auditor general's office access to
their documents, theywotld violate
the constitution."

"The auditor general can file a
case against the officials accusing
them of violation of the constitu-
tion," said Hafizuddin, also chair-
man of the public' expenditure
I'EVIE\‘U commission.

On the auditor general's pemmn
to the parliamentary body,
Hafizuddin said the committee had
the jurisdiction to resolve the issue
as empowered by the constitution.

The pariamentary body is also
entitled to summon any govern-
ment official or any document. It
can recommend punitive actions
against the persons rcspnnsih]e for
irregularities, he added.

WMD probe watered

down to save Blair
Reports UK newspaper

AFPE, London

Last week's damning report into
British intelligence failures ahead of
the Iraq warwas amended at thelast
minute to make it less critical of

me Minister Tony Blair, a repmt

saidlate Saturday.

The changes were argued for by
Downing Street, and helped Blair
rebut the principal charge that he
had shown bad faith in arguing that
Iraq's weapons of mass destruction
(WMDs) made war necessary, the
SundayTelegraphsaid.

The report, issued onWednesday
by an inquiry team headed by for-
mer top civil servant Lord Buter,
damned as unreliable most of the
pre-war intelligence on WMDs but
cleared’ Blair of deliberate distor-
tion.

The newspaper cited an
unnamed member of Butler's five-
strong inquiry team as saying
Downing Street secured changes to
apassageinthereport dealingwitha
patliamentary statement on Iraq's
WhIDs made by the prime minister
inSeptember 2002,

The alterations watered down
the contrast between the seemingly
compelling case for war made to
lawmakers by Blair and the thinness
of the intelligence he actually had at
hisdisposal, the Telegraph said.

It happened during an agreed
process whereby individuals facing
criticism in the report were allowed
tosee sections of the draft relating to
thiswith a viewto giving a response.

The passage in question refers to
a British government dossier on

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Highway cops on
cards to man
22,000km roads

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is going to form a
highway, police force to patrol and
keep law and order on aroun
22,000-kilometre roads.

The regular force would work
under the communications minis-
try and its job will be to curb high-
way crime and reckless driving to
help reduce road accidents and
ensure passenger safety, according
Lo sources.

An inter-ministerial meeting
held at the Ministry of
Communications with Minister
Nazmul Huda'in the chair took the
decision, the source said.

"The government would also
take initiatives to change the laws to

establish such a regular force,”
Nazmul Huda told The Daily Star
after the meeting.

Asked when theforce would bein «

place; the minister said a high-
powered committee has been
assigned to make necessary recom-
mendations in three months and the
process of formation of the force
would start in line with their recom-
mendations.

The composition of the force and
its status would also be worked out
on the basis of the recommenda-
tions, the minister said.

The proposed highway police
would arrest criminals and wrong-
doers on the road and turn them
over to the nearby regular police for

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Sri Lan ka s Aviska Gunawardane (C) shows full face of the batin playmg a s-hot ln tha hosts' Asia Cup match against
India at Rangri Stadium in Dambulia yasiarday

US airstrike

14 in Fallujah

AP, Baghdad

A U.S. airstrike yesterday on a
Fallujah neighbourhood previously
targeted by American forces
destroyed a house and killed 14
people, hospital and local officials
said.

Interim Iraqgi Prime Minister Iyad
Allawi's office said he had given the
go-ahead for theattack. U.S. officials
declined. to. provide details af the
strike.

The strike was the sixth on the
city since June 19. In previous
strikes, the United States said it was
targeting safe houses used by the
network of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
the Jordanian militint accused of
masterminding car bombings and
otherattacksinIrag,

Allawil has promised strong
cooperation with the Americans in
rooting out terrorism and said after
a July 5 airstrike in Fallujah that his
government had provided the intel-

S

ligence for the strike. Allawi con-
sulted with U.S. forces Saturday
about the strike, his office said.
"The multinational force asked
Prime Minister Allawi for permis-
sion to launch strikes on some
specific places where some terror-
ists were hiding," an official in
Allawi's office said Sunday on condi-
tion of anonymity. "Allawi gave his
permission,”
Explosions from the attack
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Intimidators ask
Sumon's family
nottoimplicate
themincase

STAFE CORRESPONDENT.

Anonymous callers are reported to
have been intimidating family
members of Sumon Ahmed
Majumder into: refraining from
pressinganycharge againstthem.
Sumon, a vice president of Tongi
miunicipal ward No. 10 unit of Jubo
League, died ataTongi hospital early
Friday allegedly from torture during
interrogation in custody of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab).
"Three unknown men called me
several times at my cellphone
SEE PAGE 11 COL7

Plastic covers on Rajshahi city protection embankment wear out because of lack of maintenance, while the Padma

swells by the day tothreaten the northwestern city.
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Rajshahi town living

in danger

Poor maintenance of embankment

threatens ci%y‘

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Appalling condition of the Rajshahi
Town Proteciion Embankment
along the Padma resulted from
alleged misuse of maintenance fund
threatens the town's safety.

In last seven years, Bangladesh
Water Development Board (BWDB)
has renovated only 5.5 km of the 18
km of the levee at Tk 72 crore. Most
of the renovated portion, however,
by this time, had reached a state of
dilapidation with blocks pitching
sunk at many points and geotex
wrappers got rotten and torn out,
sourcessaid.

Cracks and breaches that devel-
oped on the main dam due to illegal
construction and movement of
heavy vehicles like trucks on it are
the most alarming. Local pcople

s safety

complained ‘that contractors in
many cases took public money
virtually for nowork.

BWDB experts said more than
two dozen private nurseries and
hundreds of makeshift and concrete
buildings on and adjacent to the
embankment are severely affecting
the embankment.

The embankment's condition
worsened even more as sand traders
had cut the dam at many points for
plying trucks, they said adding that
forlackofpolice support WDB failed
to take action against the illegal
grabbers.

At least 13 km of the levee that
stretched from Panchabati to
Satbaria due easthasbeeninneedof
renovation for years. But there
seemed to be no immediate pros-
pect, as there was no allocation in

SEE PAGE 11 COL S5

Govt to recruit
3,500 teachers

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The education ministry has decided
to recruit some 3,500 teachers for
secondary and higher secondary
level.

Education Minister Osman
Farruk said the government would
hold special BCS (Bangladesh Civil
Service) examinations o recruit
around 1,020 lecturers for colleges.

"The prime minister has
approved the proposal of the educa-
tion ministry,”" the minister told
reporlers at a press briefing on the
development activities of his minis-
iy,

He said the Public Service
Commission (PSC) has taken oral
tests of candidates in the 24th BCS
exams Lo recruit 2,275 lecturers and
the ministry will recruit 92 lecturers
in the 25th BCS. The preliminary

_ examinations of the 25th BCSwould

beheldsoon, Farmukadded.

The minister said the govern-
ment has taken initiatives to recruit
teachers to resolve the "promotion
jam" at government colleges since it
assumed office.

The ministry has promoted 2,902
government teachers and awarded
selection grade to some 2,214 teach-
ers since December 2001 tll July
2004. The ministry has so far
appointed 1,009 assistant teachers
to secondary schools, while written
test for recruiting another 600 teach-~
ers has been taken. The posts fell
vacant due to promotion and retire-
ment.

"Wehope to appoint the teachers
intwomonths," the ministeradded.

The government has enacted Non-
government Registration and
Certification Act 2004 to sustain the
standard of education in non-
governmentschools, theministersaid.

An organisation such as the PSC

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Tragic!

AFPF, Kolkata

A debt-ridden family which ran a
bakery in the eastern Indian port
city of Kolkata committed suicide to
escape creditors, police sald yester-
day.

Bakery owner Sankar Saha, 30,
who owed money to several state-
run banks and local money lenders,
left behind ‘a suicide note detailing
the seven-member family's finan-
cialwoes.

"We have found the mmde note
which lists the family's business
debts,” said police spokesman
Subrata Banerjee.

"The maid found Sankar Saha,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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Wife-beating
imam finally
suspended

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Authority of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University (BSMMU)
yesterday suspended the BSMMU
mosque imam, who allegedly tor-
tured his wife for her denial of his
second marriage onJuly 6.

"The three-member probe com-
mittee headed by Prof MA Mannan
submitted a primary report last
week and recommended the sus-
pension saying it will hclp carry oul
proper investigation,” said Vice-
chancellor MA Hadi of the BSMMUL\

Imam Saiful Islam is abscondinﬁ

SEE PAGE 11 COL1 )\

\

OBITUARY

Renowned Doctor, Former Principal of Dhaka Dental
College, Rangpur Medical College & Barisal Medical
College, Former Director of Health Directorate Dr, Md.
Momtazur Rahman breathed his last due to old age
complication at 10.45 A.M. on July 18, 2004 at his own
residence at Gulshan at the age of 83 (Innalillah.....Rajeun).
He was the father of Zafar Ahmed, Chairman, Zahur
Ahmed PhD. Vice Chairman and Zubair Ahmed PhD.
Director of Apex Holdings Limited. He left behind his
Wife, three Sons, two Daughters, many Grand Children, a
host of relatives and well-wishers to mourn his death, He
was buried yesterday at Banani Graveyard after Magrib
prayer. We pray for the salvation of his departed soul.

Bereaved Family
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