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"!h ;@nughthe[p fromthe govern-
me:tvgrﬂig canalsin the dam so that
the water on either side of the dam
canbecontrolled,” hesaic.
The embankment already runs
the, ri:%qf developing cracks as the
- surging floodwaters have already
reached as high as just two feet
© belowthe surface.

S RAGE
riganga may cross the red
:'ftra couple of days as rains

pp[i and river waters rose 6
centimetres today (yesterday),”
Sub-Divisional Engineer Harunur
Rashid with the Flood Forecasting
and Warning Centre told The Daily
Star: |

He warned that the flooding of
lowlands in and around Dhaka
would continue another four to five
. - days.

 Floods also worsened in the
northeastern and central regions of
Bangladesh.

The Turag river that recorded a
l6cm rise at Mirpur flows llem
above the danger level, while the
Shitalakkha with a further 6cm rise
at Narayanganj swelled 55cm above
the danger point. The Tongikhal
recorded a 6em rise at Tongi, 35
kilometres north ofthe capital.

Two children yesterday drowned
in Sylhet, a food-hit southeastern
district, spiking the death count in
floodstomore than50in 10 days,

Much of Bangladesh went under
water since the monsoon began in
late June, stranding more than 5
million people in their houses in
remote villages or on embankments
orinboats.

Bangladesh apart, India and
Nepal in South Asia are reeling
under floodwaters that have killed
more than 350 people and left mil-

‘lions homeless, according to wire
reports.
- Maost rivers of the Meghna and
the Southeastern Hill basins
recorded a rise and the Ganges-
Padma continued to swell at
upstream points. But the
Brahmaputra-Jamuna continues to
fallatallpoints exceptfor Aricha.

Our Sylhet correspondent
reports: The flooding took a serious
turn with continued rains and fast-
rising rivers fed by ceaseless water
onrish from Meghalaya and Assam
inthelast60 hours.

At least four people died of diar-
rhoea in Sylhet on Saturday and
more than 200 fell ill with the
waterborne disease that is spread-
ingfastinallupazilas,

The dead were named as Abdul
Bari, 55, of Dalkirai village, Teraban
Bibi, 48, and Fosai Miah, 18, of Latu

Cave-in scare

district headquarters snapped and
Chhatak and Tahirpur upazila head-
quarters went 4 feet under water
swamping government offices and
commercial establishments deep in
roiling waters.

The district is reeling from an
acute crisis of water purifying tab-
lets.

A tornado hit 15 villages in
Chhatak, Doarabazar and
Biswambharpur upazilas at about
3:00pm yesterday, injuring about
100 people, razing over 1,500 houses
to the ground and uprooting thou-
sandsof trees.

Our Pabna correspondent adds:
Flooding has marooned thousands
of people in Bera, Sujanagar,
Faridpur, Bhangura, Chatmohor
and Sadarupazilas,

Over 8,000 people took shelter on
the flood control embankment, but
the local administration distributed
no relief until yesterday. Robbers
went looting houses as people aban-
doned theirhomes to moveto safety.

College student Bappi Roy
drowned in the floodwaters yester-
day as new areas in Lakla, Sreebordi
and Sadar upazila were inundated,
reports from our Sherpur corre-
spondentsaid.

Our Gaibandha correspondent
reports: Fresh areas in Gaibandha
were flooded and Dinajpur-
Gaibandha Road went 2 feet under
water with the Karatoa swelling
further.

Over 200 villages in Barisal,
Bhola, Patuakhali, Barguna and
Jhalakathi district towns were
flooded in the last 48 hours as the
water onrush to the downstream
continues in the southwest, our
Barisal correspondentreports.

Saarc summit
FROM PAGE 12
Referring to Kathmandu summit,
Morshed said it was decided there
that the summit would be held in
January every year for the conve-
nience ofallmember-states.

The 12th summit was held in

Islamabad last January :lcmrdjngiy AR

headded.

Interim Pakistani P:ime Minister
Chaudhury Shujaat Hussain is
expected to open the foreign minis-
ter'smeetingslated for July 20-21.

Morshed said Dhaka would not
restrict itself to any particular issue
during bilateral discussions with
Delhi, represented by India's
External Affairs Minister K Natwar
Singh.

The foreign minister is also
mrpected to meet his Pakistani and

village lnGuymlngi'latupazila and 7- umarpans an the stdellnﬁ
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Clarification

FROM PAGE 1

~ "If gas supply to power stations
remains steady and uninterrupted,

PDB hopes, there will be no major

dearth of power as apprehended in

thestory," the clarification said.

It said there are four new power
projects-- Barapukuria 250 MW,
Siddhirganj 210 MW, Tongi 100 MW
and Baghabari Westmont 130 MW--
in the pipeline and at least 600

megawatt power is expected to be
added by next year.

Poor NBR record

FROM PAGE 1
36 percent higher than the collected
income taxlast fiscal year,

The minister instructed lax
commissioners, joint commission-
ers, deputy commissioners and
other key officials to fix monthly
targets and regularly report what
they have achieved.

Thelast fiscal year saw a deficit of
Tk755 eroreinineome taxcollection
as the NBR collected Tk 4,610 crore
againstatargetofTk5,365 crore.

Rcfenin to the collection figure,

ifur told l:%m officials: "It looks like
tha per head tax payment in our
country a year is only Tk 330. A few
peopleactually pay tax.”

It came out at the meeting that
there are now 15,37,534 Tax
Identification Numbers (TIN), while
the number of taxpayers was
5,76,000 0f the 14 crore people.

To encourage people o pay tax,
Saifur asked tax officials to shore up
the confidence of people in the tax
collection system and authorities
through proper assessment and
efficient discharge of duties.

"Apply your wisdom and avoid
whimsical assessment to help reach
the target of tax collection and
contribute to the development of
the country,” headded.

State Minister for Finance Shah
Mohammad Abul Hossain
Chowdhury and NBR Chairman
Khairuzzaman Chowdhury were
also presentat the meeting.

Wife beating

FROM PAGE 12 .
since his father-in-law Sirajul Islam
filed a case under Women and
Children Repression Prevention Act
with Ramna Police Stationon July 7.

In the FIR (first information
report), Sirajul alleged Saiful
demanded dowries several times
duringhis 15-year marriage,

ed a second marriage two
months back, Saiful and two of his
accomplices -- Kader Muazzin and
Aman Ullah, assistant imam -- beat
up her daughter Sabina [slam on the
moseque premises, he added.

"Saiful was suspended as he is
abstaining from office without any
notice since July 8," said
Mohammad Abdul Gahur, registrar
nftheuniversity

"We've come to know several
all ons against him and we're
probingthose," said theVC,

. (Saarc) agreed in January to launch a

free trade area from 2006 (o hoost
regional commerce, which aceounts
for less than five percent of member
states’ global trade.

AFP adds: Security has been
tightened for the ministerial meeting
in Islamabad where police comman-
dos equipped with sophisticated
weapons have been deployed.

Yesterday's secretary-level meet-
ing, chaired by Pakistani Foreign
Secretary Riaz Khokhar, was to final-
ise a 16-item agenda which includes
the South Asia Free Trade Area (Safta)
pact, promotion of investment,
standards of quality control and
cooperation in poverty alleviation,
environment, communications and
energy, the foreign office in
Islamabad said.

Saare, established in 1985, groups
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

India's Foreign Minister Natwar,
due on Monday for the meeting, is
also expected to meet his Pakistan
counterpart Mian Kursheed
Mehmood Kasuri, officials said.

Tragic!

FROM PAGE 12

the eldest son who ran the bakery,
hanging from the ceiling while his
ailing father, mother, younger
brother, wife and two sons were
strewn across the bl!d.s " said
Banerjee.

The police said Sankars family
members appeared (o hnv:. con-
sumed poison.

The Saha family suicide finds an
echo in a spate of farmer’s suicides
in the southemn Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh.

According to police, some 900
suicides have been reported in
Andhra Pradesh since 1997 by farm-
ers and their families burdened by
debtsand failing crops.

Drop unapproved

FROM PAGE 12

pressure from lawmakers, commit-
tee Chairman M Akbar Ali told The
Daily Star yesterday.

"We asked the ministry not to
include such projects that have no
viability and create problems in
implementing the ADE" headded.

A total of 330 unapproved
projects were incorporated into the
current ADP with a block allocation
ofTk983.57 crore.

"The ministry has yet to decide
on allocation of money on unap-
proved projects,” the chairman said.

In the last FY-2003-04, 174 unap-
proved projects were included in the
ADP with the allocation of Tk 2,417
crore. Every project had individual
allocation,” he added.

On implementation of current
year's ADB Saifur asked the parliamen-
tarybodytomonitorthe progress.

Akbar presided over the meeting
held at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Khaleda,
Manmohan
may meet
in Bangkok

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is likely
to meet new Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in Bangkokon the
sidelines of the upcoming Bimstec
summit,

"There's a possibility of a meet-
ing between the two prime minis-
ters in Bangkok," Foreign Minister
M Morshed Khan told reporters at
ZiaInternational Airportinreplytoa
queryaboutit,

Khaleda will lead Bangladesh at
the Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka and Thailand Economic
Cooperation (Bimstec) summit
scheduled for July 30-31 in the Thai
capital.

The prime minister will also seize
the opportunity of meeting the
heads of the state or government of
other members of the sub-regional
body, which has recently included
Nepal and Bhutan as member coun-
tries,

The foreign minister said the
Bimstec summit talks will focus on
economic issues in the context of
latest world order.

HC set aside
graft case
against Nasim
UNB, Dhaka

The High Court yesterday set aside a
graft case pending witha lowercourt
against former home minister
Mohammad Nasim and others
including his then secretary and
now acting Chief Election
Commissioner Safiur Rahman,

Hearing both sides, a division
bench comprising Justice Syed
Mohammad Dastagir Husain and
Justice AKM Fazlur Rahman deliv-
ered the verdict making "absolute"
the nuleissued earlier.

The Bureau of Anti-corruption
filed the case with Ramna Police
Station in December 2001 aceusing
them of misappropriating Tk 81.40
lakh through tender bungling in
awarding work for preparing a
million passport books.

JS body meets

without quorum.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The parliamentary standing com-
mittee on power and mineral
resources ministry held a meeting
yesterday with only two members
present, meaning without a quo-
rum, violating the rule of procedure
(RO) of the Jatiya Sangsad (JS).

The chairman of the 10-member
committee, Shahidul Islam, how-
ever denied the violation. "We did
nothing against the rules of proce-
dure. We examined the rules and
made sure that holding the meeting
with two members present would
not violate them," Islam told The
Daily Star yesterday.

The other member present was
State Minister for Power Igbal Hasan
Mahmud.

According to the RO, the quorum
to constitute asitting of aJS commit-
tee shall be, as near as may be, one
third of the total number of mem-
bers ofit. And, if at any time fixed for
any sitting of the committee or if at
any time during any such sitting,
there is no quorum, the chairman of
the committee shall either suspend
the sitting until there is a quorum or
adjourn the sitting to some future
day.

Islam however said a third mem-
ber was supposed to join the meet-
ing, forwhom they had been waiting
andwho finally he did notarrive,

The meeting was held for over an
hourand discussed the power sector
situation,

Govt to recruit

FROM PAGE 12

will prepare a list of eligible teachers
after taking necessary tests. It is a
tested and conventional system for
recruiting teachers in UK and US, he
said. He, however said non-
government schools will not be
forced to recruit teachers put on the
list.

To revitalise the School
Managing Committee (SMC), the
ministry has taken steps to amend
the SMC Regulation 1977, he said.

The ministry also plans to dis-
tribute 20,000 computers among
schools and madrasas to promote
computer education. The ministry
so far has 10,000 computers and
5,000 printers for distribution.

An academic calendar has been
introduced in selected areas to
maintain an integrated schedule at
schools,

The minister said the ministry
has brought out school textbooks
in time for the third consecutive
year and it has decided to
outsource textbooks to private
parties to improve the content of
textbooks.

Education Secretary Farug
Ahmed Siddiqui and Director
General of the Directorate of
Higher Secondary Education
Mohammad Junaid were, among
others, present.

Germany threatens

FROM PAGE 1

irregularities. It then recommended
commissioning the audit before
proceeding any further with the
funding:

The proposed audit would look
into the contract awarding procedure,
pricing and appropriateness of vari-
ous contracts involving the project.
About the contracts, The Daily Star on
January 10 reported serious tender
manipulations to favour a certain

“The i
first phase of the project tar-
gets to generate 280-MW power at a

‘cost of 150 million euros. The Daily

Star reported that the KiWwas provid-
ing 40 million euros as "unti

while some 15 Palli Bidyut Samities
(PBS) or rural electricity co-operatives
would raise the rest.

The Star report said, "First prelimi-
nary findings indicate that the draft
PPA (Power Purchase Agreement) and
draft O&M (operation and mainte-
nance) contract for DNPP will have to
be modified to comply with interna-
tio accepted standards.”

In late 2003 the RPC floated the
tender for the Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC)
contract for the first phase of the 450-
MW DNPP but the contract terms
barred participation by any EPC
contractors, thereportsaid.

A German company namecd
Lahmeyer, engaged without any
tender, had formulated the contract
terms. Consequently, only two com-
panies -- Siemens of Germany and
Alsthom of Switzerland -- initially
participated inthe bidding,

Following The Daily Star report,
Siemens however quit the race. Only
Alsthom and a third company,
Kawasaki of Japan, submitted final
bids.

A host of conditions impaosed by
Lahmeyer with support from the Kiw
has made the project too expensive,
meaning the rural consumers of the
project will be the ultimate losers, as
they will have to pay more than was
requirec.

[nvestigating the allegation that
the RPC is strongly influenced by the

&M contractor for the Mymensingh
Plant -- Lahmeyer [nternational Palli
Power Services Ltd (LIPPS) -- the KfwW
found that a LIPPS representative
attends RPC board méetings, against
all corporate norms.

The LIPPS is also accused of drain-
ing out millions of dollars a year by
charging consultancy fees at a rate
much higher than that of any other
consultant to the country’s power
plants,

In thelastfewmonths, the KiWancd
Bangladesh officials met several times
to resolve the issue, while the RPCL,
panicked bythe possibility of an auit,
persistently refused access toitsfiles.

The RPCL initially responded to
the allegations of corruption by firing
its managing director, Abdus Sabur,
who actually had no role in the DNPE
Abdus Sabur challenged the legality of
his termination at the High Court and
the court is scheduled to give its ver-
dictonJuly 26.

The RPCL has all through been
playing a protective role for about the
LIPPS, which calls the shots in the
RPCL, and rejected KfW's request for
the audit in a letter in April. The letter
said, "the [RPCL] Board failed to
understand how and why KiW can
have different views all of a sudden.
The Board thereflore have legitimate
suspicions that there might be some
cormers conspiring to create differ-
ence between RPC and KfW and thus
impairtheprogress. .. of the project.”

"The RPC have identified some
unholy alliance and heinous efforts of
Abdus Sabur, Managing Director, RPC
and Habibur Rahman, KiW's local
expert, to foil the implementation of

tlmpl‘ojec:."thelenera]]ﬁed

"Since the so called allegations as
raised by the vested quarters with
nefarious interests can not be consid-
ered as genuine allegations, the mat-
ter of commissioning an audit is
neither necessary nor advisable," the
RPCLletter declared.

The RPCL also maintained that
filtering out EPC contractois by the
bid eriteria set by LIPPS could not be
considered an irregularity:

Professionals' tax

FROM PAGE 1
The list also brought forward infor-
mation on public figures such as
Khandakar Mahbub Uddin Ahmed
(who paid Tk 2,50,000 in tax in 2003~
04}, M Saifur Rahman (Tk 2,12,359),
Barrister Moudud Ahmed (Tk 2
lakh), Barrister Nazmul Huda (Tk
62,975) and Barrister Jamir Uddin
Sircar (Tk26,700),

It also sheds light on eminent

rsons” such!as’ Barrister-Rafiqul

Loy, the: highest taxpayer ‘among
lawyers, (who paid Tk 12 lakh),
Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud (Tk
2,81,733) and Dr Kamal Hossain (Tk 2
lakh).

This year, Barrister Rabeya
Bhuiyan, former minister, has been
penalised amonglawyers. Some other
lawyers have also been penalised or
haveleft their tax processincomplete.

Among the architects and engi-
neers, Shahidullah and Associates
paid the highest taxof Tk 48.62 lakh in
2003-04, followed by the Engineering
and Architects Limited (Tk 18.19
lakh), Architecture 21 Limited (Tk
10.62 lakh), Prokolpo Upadesta
Limited (Tk 9.34 lakh) and Sthapati
Sangsad (Tk 7.89 lakh). A few others
paid below Tk 5 lakh in tax and 20
others on the list of 41 did not pay tax
orpaidlessthan Tk 1lakh.

Only over a dozen chartered
accountants paid taxes more thanTk 1
lakh. The top taxpayers of the group
are Kazi Aminul Fuq (Tk 5,06,531),
Abdul Hafiz Chowdhury (Tk 4,77,717)
and ANAH Siddiqui (Tk4,77,717).

Doctors command a public
impression of the high-income group,
but only a third of the top 100 doctors
paymorethan Tk 1 lakh in tax. Dr Pran
Gopal Dutta leads the group with a tax
of Tk 4.18 lakh, followed by Dr Mobin
Khan (Tk 4.14 lakh) and Dr Akram
Ullah (Tk3.51 lakh).

Health sector sources say many
leading doctors did not figure on the
list of top 100 taxpaying physicians,

WMD probe

FROM PAGE 12

Iraq's weapons which reached
conclusions at, the inquiry team
said, "the outer limits" of what the
intelligence allowed.

Blair's parliamentary address
"may have reinforced this impres-
sion", the Butlerreport concluded in
its final version.

However, according to the
Sunday Telegraph, the original draft
gave the opinion that Blair had
personally masterminded this
misleading impression, calling into
question hisgood faith.

Despite being cleared of deliber-
ate deception, Blair -- who argued
the case for backing the US-led war
almost exclusively on the basis of the
threat posed by [raq's WMDs -- was
criticised in the report.

Hewas by no means in the clear, a
member of the inquiry team was
quoted as telling the Sunday

Telegraph.
“The whaole thing points straight
to the man in charge ... absolutely to

where responsibility belongs, which
is the prime minister, which is what
wecould notsay."

A series of reports have said that
Butler, who headed Britain's civil
service fora decade before his retire-
ment in 2001, had felt it was not his
place to produce a report so damn-
ing it could make Blair's position
untenable.

although they treat between 30 and B0
patients aday, with each payingTk300
toTk500inconsultation fees.

Tax paid by buying houses does not
indicate a robust garment sector: only
one company, Cotton Group SA, paid
Tk 83.78 lakh in tax. The next biggest
taxpayer in the category is Pearl
Buying Services Ltd that paid Tk 17.27
lakh, Linmark International Tk 12 lakh
and. Merchant, Cp,. QBPJ kel The

10,67,462; QF 87 listed buying hu LSES, |
only 16 havepaid over Tk [ lakhintax.

Contractors top the list of taxpay-
ers, with National Development Eng.
Lud paying Tk 1.34 crore and Al-Amin
Construction paying Tk 1.05 crore,
followed by Consodium Eng. &
Corolla Corp Ltd (Tk B6.34 lakh), Civil
Eng. Ltd (Tk 76,87 lakh), Bengal
Development Corp (Tk 67 lakh) and
JointVenture Eng, (Tk50,74,226). Ona
list of 116 contractors, 45 paid more
than Tk 10 lakh and some of them
about Tk 50 lakh. Many contractors
paidover Tk 1 lakh.

NBR officials say tax paid by devel-
opers does not portray a healthy
development sector. The majority of
the 101 listed developers showed zero
tax, with many showinglosses in their
books. Among them, Eastern Housing
paid Tk 20 lakh in tax, followed by
Basoti Consortium (Tk 563 lakh),
Building for Future (Tk 4.69 lakh),
Rupayan Real Estate (Tk 2.44 lakh)
and Navana Real Estate (Tk2.21 fakh).
Only 11 developers paid more than Tk
1lakh.

Money made

FROM PAGE 1
masterminded the embankment-
cut.

The embankment collapsed
naturally, theyclaimed.

Paris, brother of the legislator,
blamed Jahurul Islam Nannu, a rival
contractor of Babu, for thesabotage.

Al Amin said he entered 86,610
people in 10 UPs and Tk about 15
crore in lost property to an official
list.

Bogra Red Crescent Society
distributed 5 maund of chira, 1
maund of molasses, 250 cartons of
biscuit and 300 packets of saline
among the flood-hit people in
Shimulbarivillage yesterday.

As the relief workers were leaving
through Goshaibari UR, hundreds of
desperate locals chased them as
they did not have any relief.

Rajshahi town

FROM PAGE 12
this fiscal's budget for the renova-
tionwork, sources said

A project plan estimated at Tk 29
crore has been stuck in the Planning
Commission for two years, though
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia many a
time pledged to complete the reno-
vation, sources said.

The ambitious plan for renovat-
ing the 18-km embankment from
Berpara-Sonaikandi areas in the
west to Satbariain the eastwas taken
after the flood of 1998 and conse-
quent erosion severely damaged the
dam.

Since then, a total of Tk 71.71
crore hasbeen spentso faron 5.5 km
of the dam from Keshabpur to
Panchabati in the east by WDB. Tk
38,41 crore was provided from
revenue budget and Tk 31.77 crore
was funded by IDA.

Golakata

FROM PAGE 1
prompting police to retaliate, turn-
ing the whole area into a bauleﬂeld
for 10 minuites.

After the gunfight, Mujibar,

Shahabuddin and Selim Sajjad were |

found lying on the ground in pools
of blood. Police recovered a pistol
andsomelive bullets from thespot.

Bullets thrashed Mujibar's right
knee and left elbow. He was rushed
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) at 1:00am only to be
declared dead on arrival.

On July 12 Monday, police
Constable Wahiduzzaman and two
alleged criminals Nakkata Mostafa
and Moti died in shootouts at
Rayerbazar in Mohammadpur.
Police also had gunned down a 65-
year-old man with alleged ties to
Mujibar's criminal outfit the same
day after they searched out a crimi-

fromhis house.
LALBAGHLYNCHING
At around zero hour today, a mob
beat three alleged robbers dead and
injured three others, one of them
critically, at Amligola in Lalbagh in
Old Dhaka.

One of the three lynched was
identified as Kala Jamal.

The injured are Rafiq, Mujibur
and Bipul. Rafig, whose condition
was reported to be eritical, is under-
going treatmentat the DMCH, while
the other two were taken into police
custocdy.

Lalbagh Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Golam Mustafa said
locals caughtthe gang, including the
six, while it was apparently prepar-
ing with bombs and firearms for a
robbery.

When the gang exploded bombs
to make an escape, the crowd of
locals turned into an angry mob, he
added.

The bodies of the dead were sent
to the DMCH for autopsy.

15 hurt as JCD,
BCL clash

CU CORRESPONDENT

Over 15 students were hurt as
activists of the [atiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) and Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) clashed on
Government Commerce College
campusinthe city yesterday:

Sources said activists of the |CD,
students wing of ruling BNE under
protection of Double Mooring
police arrived on the campus at
around 10:00am allegedly to estab-
lish their supremacy.

(Govt trashes .

IEROMPAGE'L! 1 1 4
Bangladesh authurm{.s have .1sku:l

the AP (o withdraw the news imme-
diately for upholding its image as an
authentic and dependable news

agenci(

ice yesterday meanwhile
denied claims by their Indian coun-
terparts that 25 Indian separatists
were gunned down by unknown
assailants in ahotel in Dhaka.

"There is no truth to these
claims," Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Ashraful Huda told
the AFP

"We have had no knowledge of
such an incident. If such a thing had
happened, it would be very big news
-- everyone would know about it. |
have no knowledgeabout t."

The police chief of India's north-
egastern state of Tripura, GM
Srivastava, claimed from the state
capital Agartala that 25 militants,
most of them members of the
United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA), were killed in an attack on
the hotel in Dhaka's Segun Bagicha
onSaturday night.

India has long accused Dhaka of
allowing northeastern rebels to
operate from bases inside
Bangladesh from where its says they
carry out hit-and-run guerrilla
strikes on federal soldiers in the
TEgLon.

Bangladesh denies New Delhi's
claims, saying there are no Indian
militant camps inside their country.

39 structures

FROM PAGE 12
teamknocked down aslum,

With yesterday's drive, the
authorities have demolished about
1,800 illegally set up structures and
recovered 112 acres of land on and
alongthe Buriganga since2001.

Thedrive continues today.

US airstrike

FROM PAGE 12

Sunday morning rocked the city.
Seores of people ran to the seene
and dug through the wreckage,
looking for survivors. One witness,
who declined to give his name,
said the house belonged to a "very
poor family." Angry crowds gath-
ered at the scene, chanting "God is
great."

"We heard the sound of
jetfighters and then we heard four
explosions in the house occupied
by civilian residents," Lt. Saad
Khalaf of the Fallujah Brigade, the
local defence force.

Body parts were scattered
around the scene; some remains
were stacked and covered by a grey
blanket.

The attack killed 14 people and
injured three, according to Saad
al-Amili, a Health Ministry official,

11.5. Marines besieged Fallujah,
a hotbed of resistance, for several
weeks last spring and then handed
over security to the new Fallujah
Brigade, made up of local resi-
dents and commanded by officers
from Saddam Hussein's former
army. Many of those who fought
the Marines joined the brigade.

FROM PAGE 12

yesterday and Saturday. They asked
me to be careful in filing a case,” said
Sumon's father Monir Hossain. "They
did notidentity themselves butthreat-
ened with dire consequences if we
implicate them in Sumon's death,” he
added.

The family of Sumon, akey witness
to the murder of Awami League (AL)
lawmaker Ahsanullah Master, did not
lodge any case until 8:00pm yesterday.
"We are waiting for the party men's
decision, as he [Sumon] was closely
involvedwith the party," Flossain said.

Azmat Ullah, municipality chair-
man and secretary of Gazipur district
AL, yesterday told The Daily Star that
Sumon's family members would
surelylodge a case. Gazipur district AL
held a rally yesterday evening with
central leaders attending on Station
RoadinTongi protesting the 'killing’.

Hossain once again accused the
law enforcing agencies for his son's
death. "If he had committed any
crime, they could put himon trial,” he
said. "But, they can not just arrest
some one andbeathimto death.”

Meanwhile, inconsistencies have
surfaced between the first informa-
tion report (FIR) filed by Tajul Islam
Akand with Tongi Police Station
Thursday night aceusing Sumon and
two others of extortion and the state-

One killed in
wall collapse

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A fish trader was killed and at least
five others were injured as a wall
collapsed on them at a local market
on the bank of the Buriganga river
yesterday:

Dulal Barman, 31, who was
selling fish beside the wall in
Bowbazar in Keraniganj at around
11:00am, died on the spot, witnesses
said.

Police said at least five others
suffered injuries in the wall col-
lapse and received first aid at local
clinics.

Son of Priya Nath Chandra
Barman, Dulal was a resident of
Natun Shubaddah in Keranigani.

¢ i
TheFIR 5'1id i _thme. e injured
in a scuffling with during
their arrestin frof nf!un ch Hotel
at :00pm Th ab press
release said Ral Land held
thun(lunru.,.lrmbhe'aﬂ iEard: 15pm.

The unnatural death’ (UD) case
filed by Tongi-c'ﬂclhce Shtinn duty
officer Rﬂﬂq l}u
statement 1 di.ﬂ’i.‘:cnr

times of Sumuh eafh.-fmc Rab
release said ISk Rnh 1
office that Surg at the
hospital at 1:05a _"Pri e [slam
in the FIR in the UD said the

hospital authorities phoned him at
1:30am to inférm about Sumon's
deathat1:20am.

Flood pushes
FROMPAGE12 |

from Tk 16ikg to Tk 20/kg,
Chichinga from Tk 12/kg to Tk
16/kg, Jhinga from Tk 12/kg to Tk
18/kg, Lau from Tk 15/kg to Tk
20/kg, Papaya from Tk 8/kg to Tk
11/kg and porate from Tk 8/kg to Tk
11/kg.

Abdul Aziza trader of New Market
said, "price of vegetables has
increased due to low supply rather
than the flood.” The price of onion,
ginger, garlie, and dry chilli
remained unchanged. Price of Dal
(pulses) increased from Tk 44/kg to
Tk 46/kg and soyabean oil from Tk
52 to Tk 54 per litre, proper reason
could not be found for thisincrease.
Price of farm chickens has gone up
significantly from Tk 68/kg to Tk
74/kg. Md Jamal, a Karwan Bazar
chicken trader, said "Chicken farms
in low lying areas around Dhaka are
hit by food causing the sudden
price hike." Sugar price also jumpecd
fromTk28/kg to Tk 32/kg. Fish isstill
out of common people's reach, local
Ruhi is selling at Tk 175/kg, Boal [k
240/kg, HilshaTk320/kgand Kachki
Tk 150/kg. A rice trader told the
correspondent that the price of rice
may increase if the flood situation
does not improve or if the spell of
bad weather remains unchanged.
Price of beef and mutton isalso high
though ithasnotincreased.

Bar meet plunges

FROM PAGE 1

Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Barrister Moucdud
Ahmed and Communications
Minister Barsister Nazmak Huda,

meeting yesterday to condemn the
statements of Moudud and Huda.
The meeting began at 1:15pm at the
south hallofits premises.

But before the meeting began, pro-
government lawyers started
criticising Rokan. As Rokan was about
to address the members, the pro-
government lawyers demanded they
beallowed tospeakahead of Rokan.

Rokan, however, addressed the
meeting for 10 minutes, interrupted
by the pro-government lawyers who
threw questions at him. "You cannot
give court any ultimatum,” they
said. Rokan told them the resolution
did not spell out any ultimatum and
urged them not to ereate chaos. He
also asked Huda's wife Barrister
Sigma Huda to pacify the opposing
lawyers, but the chaos continued.

Rokan said, "We did not call this
protest meeting against any minis-
ter. The notice of this meeting does
notsay so. Both the law minister and
communications minister are
lawyers by profession and they were
my friends.

"My relationship with Huda is so
close that I do not believe he would
make such remarks about me. [ am
doubtful whether this statement
(published in the dailies) was really
made by Huda,"” Rokan added.

Rokan pointed out a personal
assistant to the minister signed the
statement and the Bar cannot allow
a personal assistant to speak against
it. The meeting finally condemned
thestatement.

The Bar also condemned the
statemnent of Moudud as it felt he
unjustifiably blasted the Bar without

i1 mgeting of the n?rxm
- Jamani-g-1slas
The Bar decided to hold a protest

going through Wednesday's resolu-
tion.

Wednesday's meeting was not a
i League,.
on[atiyi Harty, but a
meeting on the rnmlnatl motion
bench, Rokan argued.

Former Bar general secretary and
pro-government lawyer Jainal
Abedin afterwards chaired a meet-
ingofthe opposing lawyers.

Sigma Fluda eriticised Rokan for
not allowing others to speak and said
Rokan and Huda may be friends, but
the issue is not about friendship. The
judges cannot protest Hokan's state-
ments because they are not allowed
tospeak, she added.

"You have made coturt a political
arena, destroyed the image of the
Supreme Court and disregarded
court,” shesaid, referring to Rokan.

Tigers missing
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defending champions Pakistan. This
is an area which is troubling
Whatmore. "The Pakistan total
looked well within our reach but the
application was missing," said
Whatmore after Bangladesh tum-
b]ed to 181 inreply to Pakistan's 257-

"We will have to imprave a lot if
we stand any chance to make an
impression on the big three," he
added.

Opener Javed Omar has been the
only success story for Bangladeshin
the first phase, The doughty right-
hander scored back-to-back half
centuries after coming back from
injury.

"Only Javed (Omar) has done his
job but we need all the other bats-
man to follow his example in the
nextround,” saidWhatmore.

Highway cops

FROM PAGE 12
filing cases and necessary legal
actions.

The meeting was told such a
police force was necessary in the
absence of any specific authority to
manage and look after the huge road
network. Presently, nearby police
stations sometimes deploy a few
police personnel to manage traffic
and maintain lawand order at major
crossings that fall under their juris-
diction. But they have no modern
equipment and cannot chase vehi-
cles for breaking the highway law
and the drivers take advantage of
this to drive recklessly without
caring for the safety of the passen-
gersand pedestrians alike,

According (o a preliminary esti-
mate, over 4,000 people die each
year in road accidents, most of
which occur on the highways.

The communications minister
informed the meeting that the
cabinet has approved the concept of
the highway police at a meeting last
year and asked the ministry to take
the necessary action.

The minister, however, expressed
resentment at the delay in forma-

tionofthe highway police force.

The previous BNP government
took the first decision to form the
force in 1994 but there was no fol-
low-uptoit.

The meeting formed a high-
powered committee headed by
Communications Secretary
Shafiqul Islam to look for financier
and oversee drafting of the project
proposal and infrastructure devel-
opment.

The meeting was told donor
agencies and international financ-
ing institutes have welcomed the
decision and promised technical
support and investment in the
projects.

Themeetingalso decided to send
a proposal to the World Bank for
advisory support in formation of
highway police force. Technical and
financial support would also be
sought from DFID of the UK,
Finland and Denmark.

Representatives from the minis-
tries of law, home, finance, estab-
lishment, Cabinet Division, Roads
and Highwaysand Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority were present at
melnter-liu[nlstennlmee:mg



