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A boost to women empowerment

BRAC turns ultra poor into craftswomen: All 64 workers
of Sunanda Shoe Factory are women

E A M ASADUZZAMAN , Nilphamari

Ultra poor illiterate rural women, if
mobilised and trained, canbe good
craftswomen, bread earners for
their families and contributors to
the nationaleconomy.

Sunanda Shoe Factory, where all
workersarewomen, isin example.

BRAC has set up the laudable
example in Shutipara village in
Kundopukur union, two kilometres
from Nilphamari town.

They produce fashionable shoes
and sandals, now in good demand in
markets beyond the district.

Eachworker works sixdays aweek
and earns Tk 300 to Tk 350, depend-
ingon herwork.

The remarkable success under
BRAC's TUP (Targeting the Ultra
Poor) project was achieved in less
than two years. The work was started
in April 2002,

Initially, BRAC selected 30 ultra
poor women. Windows, women from
landless and erosion victim families,
wives having poor and ailing hus-
bands and women having no access
to any kind of loan either from gov-
ernment or NGO were given prefer-
ence.

They were given one-year training
on shoe-making. During training,
each woman was given Tk 30 as
allowance and Tk five [or lunch a day:
Another 30 women were trained in
thesecond batch.

 Now, 64 fermale workers are work-
ing there In eight groups, eight in
each.

The Chief Trainer, Sheikh Md
Safaruddin, said the women are
doing all the work with hand. Each
group is divided into two sections,
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A new life for the ultra pom"... women making (left) and giving finishing touches to shoes and sandals at Sunanda Shoe Factory at Shutipara village in

Nilphamari.

one producing the upper part of the
shoe or sandal and the other produc-
ingthelowerpart (sole).

They are also using machines for
cutting theleather, sewing, preparing
the sole from rubber, designing and
colouringthe product.

Now theyare producing 400 to 500
pairs of sandals a week. The demancd
islessin the wetseason.

There are two supervisors-- Nurul
IslamandAbdus Samad,

Another NGO--JOBS--provided
theinitial technical supportinsetting
up the factory, said Bazlur Rashid
Sarkar, Chief Co-ordinator of BRAC's
TUP project in Nilphamari. Now
BRACis runningitalone.

There are other distinctive fea-

tures also. Group meetings are held
once a week where ten topics are
discussed. These include health
education, social development and
awareness against dowry and early
marriage, Bazlur Rashid said.

He also informed that each
worker gets a tube well and materials
forsanitarylatrineforfree.

Factory Manager Enayet Hossen
said BRAC is now giving subsidy to
run it. BRAC may decide to distribute
the profit among the workers when
the factorywill be profitable, he saidl.

"It is our satisfaction that we are
turning the ultra poor women into
skilled workers. Soon we will raise
that number of female workers to
100".

"Now 70 shops in 11 upazilas (in
Nilphamari district) are our whole
sale buyers", said Marketing Officer
Tarun Shah. The products are now
supplied to Panchagarh and
Dinajpur districts also because those
are cheaper, he said. Prices range
from Tk 100to 130, he said.

Sazzad Hossain, owner of Sazzad
Shoe Factory in Domar Bazar in
Domar upazila, said the designs of
Sunanda shoes and sandals are
attractive to customers and those
arecheaper.

Factory worker Morzina Begum,
40, of Koipara village, said she
became helpless with her three
children including a retarded
daughter after her day labourer

husband became paralysed. She
now feels secure after getting the
job. Julekha Begum, 35, of
Shipairpara village said her
rickshawpuller husband used to
beat her. She and her four children
had to remain half fed with her
husband's income,. [ulekha now
supplements the family income, Her
husband does not beat her any
more. Two of her children go to
school.

Chairman of Kundopukur
Union Parishad said he is proud
thatsuch afactoryisinhis area.

"Many distressed women who
used to queue for doles earlier are
not see during relief distribution
now. Theyare better off”.

STEPS TO SAVE FISH FRIES IN SUNAMGAN] HAORS

'Food for net', interest-free
loan evoke good response

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

The Sunamganj district adminis-
tration has launched a unique
programme --'food for net' -- to
save fish fries in haors in the
district.

Under the experimental pro-
ject launched in the Sadar upazila
on July 2, people living on banks
of haors and nearby areas are
being given rice on deposit of
fishing nets and a commitment
not to catch fish fries in the cur-
rent monsoon season.

They have also been assured of
interest-free loan.

The rice is being distributed by
Union Parishads under VGD
(Vulnerable Group Development)
cards, which will remain valid for
two months.

Official sources said about
2000 nets were deposited to local
bodies since launch of the
programme. The nets would be
returned after the period.

The programme has earned
good support from the local peo-
ple, said anumber of villagers.

It has been launched consider-
ation the precarious situation in
the haor areas, battered by floods
twice this year.

People in the haor areas are
dependent mainly on agriculture,
but most of the farmers lost their
IRRI-Boro crop in April and there
is no scope to raise any food crop
this year.

Traditionally, the hoar people

do not have any work during the
wet season, when they mainly
depend on fishing for livelihood.

According to an official esti-
mate, fries worth about Tk one
crore are caught yearly in the
district, causing depletion of fish
resources.

Though there is restriction on
catching fish fries, it goes on
unabated as the law can not be
enforced strictly because of the
prevailing situation and dearth of
law enforcers.

An interim arrangement done
by the district administration last
year stopped indiscriminate
fishing in the Tanguar Haorn. It
produced good results. There was
good spawning in the vast
Tanguar Haor and fries of differ-
ent species spread to almest all
the adjacent water bodies this
year. i

But netting of fries could not
be stopped totally despite deploy-
ment of several mobile courts
because poor people remain
without work for over six months
during the wet season.

Considering all these, the
administration started the 'food
for nets' programme, SOUIces
said.

A wide publicity on the 'food
for net' programme was made
through loudspeakers even in
remote villages. People
responded well.

Shamsu Miah of Joykalosh
village said, people are depositing

their fishing nets because they
are given rice for survival and
have been assured of interest-free
loan, which will save them from
moneylenders.

They are convinced that saving
the fries will increase the fish
resources and bring good days for
them after some months, who
give loan on high interest rate,
Shamsu Mia said. :

While talking to The Daily Star,
Sunamganj Deputy
Commissioner Jafar Siddique
said, "We have started the
programme after consulting the
local people for their greater
interest.

"The response in very good.
People are coming up with a
different attitude as we are giving
rice under a certain programme,
not as relief, when most of the
haor people are jobless and badly
hitby crop damage.

"Different commercial banks
have been asked to give interest-
freeloan to the net depositors.

"Soon we will expand the
programme to Tahirpur and some
other upazilas may also be
included", he said.

Besides, Tk 2 crore has been
sanctioned by the relief ministry
for the flood ravaged Sunamganj
district, the DC said.

"We are working out the guide-
line for distribution of the
amount under a programme
which will really benefit the
poor”, he added.

Two-day debate
festival ends
Cu Cum?ounﬁm

A two-day Pepsodent-Drishty Debale
Feslival concluded in the port city of
Chittagong an Thursday. * (A8

Unshty, 8 major cullural organisa-
tion hereorganised the festival,

The opaning function was held at
lhe Shilpakala Academy auditorium
here onWednesday.

Debate, magazine and film show
were held onthe firstday.

On the concluding day, public
speaking contest, debale, talk show
and documentary shows were held.

Health complex
opens at Dumki

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Dumki Upazila Health Complex
opened on Friday after nine years of
beginning of its construction work.

Commerce Minister Altaf Hossain
Chowdnury opened the complex as
chlef guest while Patuakhall civil
surgeon D Nurun Nahar Begum Shiri
presided over the opening function.

The 31-bed health complex was
built by the Public Warks Department at
acostof 3.70 cr taka. The construction
work of the complex began in 1995 and
completed in 2003 due lo fund con-
straint.

Among others, District BNP leader
Abdur Rashid Chunnu Mia, Upazila
BNP leader Prof Baha Uddin Bahar,
Heallh deputy director Mokhlesur
Rahman addressadthere.

'Distortion’ of
history
protested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikgunj

Freedom fighters here on Thursday
protested the distortion of history
of the Liberation War of
Bangladesh by the present govern-
ment.

They brought out a procession
in the town and held a meeting in
front of the deputy commis-
sioner's (DC's) office.

Freedom fighter Abdus Salam
Bulu presided over the meeting,
while Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD-Inu) joint secretary and
freedom fighter Iqbal Hossain,
Manikganj district Awami League
secretary and freedom fighter Gazi
Kamrul Huda Selim, freedom
fighters advocate Abdus Salam
and Samsul Alam addressed,
among others..

The speakers said the country-
men were united and fought for
liberation of the nation after the
proclamation of independence by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

They also urged the freedom
fighters to wage an agitation for
implementation of their 26-point

.demand.

-
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Leaders of Debhata-Kaligonj Bhumihin Sangram Committee addressing a press conference in Satkhira town on
Thursday \

'Lease khas lands to the landless

as per ministry order'

Landless people's leader tells press confce in Satkhira

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sarkhira

The Debhata-Kaligonj Bhumihin
Sangram Committee at a press con-
ference here on Thursday urged the
district administration to take steps
tolease over 618 acres ofkhaslandsin
nine villages in Debhata and Kaligonj
upazilasamonglandless people.

Pran Ballav Mondal, general
secretary of the committee, in a
written statement at the press confer-
ence claimed that the land ministry
in a letter to the Satkhira Deputy
Commissioner on June 22 asked the
administration to take steps in this
regard. But nothing is being done, he
alleged. e

Theland ministryletter followed a
joint appeal to the Prime Minister
made on June 16 by the landless
families for her intervention for lease
ofthelandsin their favour.

He said about 1000 landless fami-

lies are living on the lands for years,
But over the years, land grabbers got
the lands leased in their favour in
connivance with a section of corrupt
officials.

These lands were leased to the
vested quarters for shrimp cultiva-
tion by showing those as 'special
waterbodies', he claimed. But those
are actually agricultural khas lands,
hesaid.

Clashes may erupt any moment if
the administration does not take
prompt steps to lease the lands in
favour of thelandless, hesaid.

Mondol said fierce clashes took
place in the past between land grab-
bers and the landless people who are
in possession of the lands in different
areas. The clashes took place as hired
goons clashed with the landless
people to take possession of the
lands, he told the press conference,
held at the office of Uttaran, a local

NGO.

A woman --Zaheda Khatun-- was
shot dead and over 200 people were
injured as land grabbers attacked the
landless people with fire arms in
presence oflawenforcersin 1998.

The then prime minister Sheikh
Hasina and then leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia had visited
the area after the clash and assured
lease of khas lands to landlerss peo-
ple, he mentioned. But nothing was
done.

He also put forward a five-point
demand, which include identifica-
tion of the so-called 'special
waterbodies” as khas lands, with-
drawal of the "false” cases against
some of thelandless people.

Among others, Abdul Wahab
Sarder, president of the committee,
Abdul Bari, Shawkat Ali and
Maizuddin were present at the press
conference.

Prize distribution
of Presidency
School held

Cu CORRESPONDENT

Police-miscreants
clash in B'baria:
5 injured

OUR CORRESPONDENT, B'baria

The prize distribution ceremony of
Presidency International School, a
leading English medium school in
the port city, was held at the local
Muslim Hall auditorium here in
Friday.

Vice Chancellor of Southeast
University, Prof Dr. M Shamsher Ali
was present as the chief guest.
Director of British Council,
Chittagong Simon Hunt attended
the functionasspecial guest.

Principal of the school Lt Col (rtd)
Mohammad Ziauddin presided over
the function.

Successful students were given
prizes for good performance in
academic activities and sports.
Several hundreds students and
guardians attended the function.

At least five persons were
injured as miscreants clash with
police here on Wednesday.

A team of police headed by
sub-inspector (SI) of police
Abdul Karim of Nasirnagar
thana raided Chitra village and
arrested three members of Nasir
group of miscreants. Then Nasir
and his group chased the palice
team and the men of his rival
Laku,

As a result, Jitu Mia, Rajob Ali,
Sahad Ali, Laku Mia and one
police constable were injured.

Later on, police left the place
with the arrested persons.

However, police denied the
information of policeinjuries,

5 hurt in bomb
blast

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, B'baria

Five persons were injllred, one ol
them critically, in a bomb blast at a
kitchen room of a Hindu family at
Krishnanagar village in
Banchharampur upazila on
Thursday morning,

According to police sources and
local people, unidentified people
kept a strong bomb in the meat-safe
of the kitchen room of Nepal Chancdra
Shah. While the family members were
taking their breakfast, the bomb
exploded witha bang. The roof of the

tin-shed house was also blown away.

The injured are Nepal Chandra,
Hori Chandra, Horendra Das, Dhan
Chandra Das, Basi Rani and Poornina
Rani Das. In a critical condition Hori
Chandra Das was admitted to
Banchharampur Upazila Health
Complex and the rest were released
afterfirstaid.

Khulna citizens
asked to submit
bio-data

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Khulna Metropolitan Police (KMP)
asked the city people to submit their
bio-data to the respective ward
commissioners.

" KMP announced recently o
submit each éifizen's bio-data'a l.i".ljl
copy of passport size photogtiph
with aview 'to improving the law and
order situation’, 't is a new tactics to
detect criminals hiding among
people’, the acting police commis-:
sionertold this correspondent.

Each citizen must also submit
citizenship and chamacter certili-
cates besides bio-data as per the
instruction.

According to KMP DC (South), it |

isvery difficultto identifyan extrem-
ist. Because, an extremist moves in
disguise. The new tactics may help
us combaterime, he hoped.

Dowry: Husband,
his mother get
life for murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A husband, his mother and elder
brother have been given life term for
killing a housewife for dowry in
Jhenidah.

Adiditional District and Sessions
Judge Shajhan Majumdar handed
down the punishment to Alamgir,
32, husband of Rebeka Khatun, his
mother Bedana Khatun,52 and his
elder older brother Afangir
Hossain,42 for strangulating his wife
on April 18, 2001 at their Bibbi vil-
lage home in Harinakundu upazila,
court sources said,

anWednesday. [

Bomb attack on
Khulna BNP
leader: 8 held
as suspects

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Eight persons were arrested as sus-
pects of a bomb attack incident here

Khulna city BNP senior vice presi-
dent Sekhandar Zafrullah Khan
Shachu,52, sustained critical injuries.
Theincident occurred at 8-30 PM near
hishouse on Gagan BabuRoad.

The FIR was under process which
might be recorded by officer-in-
charge (OC) Mosharef Hossain as
complainant.

However, none of the injured BNP
leader's families wanted to lodge any
complaint.

Meanwhile, condition of the
injured BNP leader was stated to be
critical. He was undergoing treatment
at the Intensive Care Unit of Khulna
Medical College Hospital (KMCH).
His left forearm below the elbow was
blown off by the bomb attack. He also
sustained severe splinter injuries on
otherpartsofthebody:

The BNP leader who is also secre-
tary of Khulna Shishu Hospital and a
member of the executive committee

of Khulna Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (KCCI) came under
bomb attack when he was going to
partyoffice by arickshaw. At that time
there was no electricity in the area.
President of Ward No 29 unit of BNP
and contractor Manzur Morshed
Khokon was also going with Shachu
1o the party office by the same rick-
shaw. But he escaped unhurt, while
rickshaw-puller Rubel Gazi, 17, was
injured slightly in the bomb attack.
He was released from KMCH on
Thursday morning.

Khokon will be one of the eye-
witnesses in the incident, said AC
Anisuzzaman.

Louhajang town is disappearing ... Most of the government huildingé are
now ruins due to erosion by the mighty Padma.

Khulna Mayor fears
'attempt on life
any moment'

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Khulna city Mayor, Shaikh

Tayebur Rahman has been fear-
ing an 'attempt on life' any
moment.

He received the last death
threat from extremists over cell
phone on July 4.

He has been receiving such
death threats for the last two
years, Bur the unknown callers
did not specify the reason of the
threats, Tayebur told this corre-
spondent on Thursday.

During his talks, the Mayor
disclosed that city BNP vice
president Sekandar Zafrullah

Khan Shachu who sustained
severe injuries in a bomb attack
near his house on Wednesday
night also sought 'seeurity for
him at 2-45 pm on the day. The
Mayor advised him to move
cautiously and rely on Almighty
Allah. Three more top city BNP
leaders including a ward com-
missioner are also in the hit list
of extremists, according to the
Mayor.

But, the Mayor expressed his
reluctance to comment on the
reason of attack on the city BNP
vice president.

However, he did not rule out
intra-party feud as a reason.

Notice No. 91

(CV) consisting

A)

Requisite particulars:

DFP-17433-13/7
G-429

National Curriculum
& Text Book Board

69-70 Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000

Notice

Enlislment‘ of Evaluator for Evaluating Manuscripts on
Different Higher Secondary Level Subjects Written

as per Revised Curriculum

As per Government order, National Curriculum & Text
Book Board gives approval to manuscripts on different
subijects written according to Revised Curriculum & Syllabus
on evaluation through subject specialists. Curriculum Vitae
the undermentioned qualification &
particulars from esteemed university/college teachers for
evaluating manuscripts of books on all subjects of Science,
Humanities & Commaerce groups other than Bengali, English,
Home Economics, Arabic, Sanskrit, Pali, Fine Arts & Crafts,
Engineering Drawing & Workshop Practice, Light, Classical
Music. Dramatic Arts, General Science and Food & Nutrition
Science, CV should be submitted to the Chief Editor by
31-8-2004. Those who have already been enlisted as
evaluators need not apply again. Applicant having book
approved by NGTB cannot become an evaluator.
Qualification of Evaluator: Working as Professor or
Associate Professor subject to total 15 (fifteen) years
service at Govt. College in respective subject or in case
of Assistant Professor, he should be 8 (eight) years
experienced as such. But university teacher working as
Professor of respective subject should be minimum
15 (fifteen) years experienced.

B) | Name, Il. Designation, Ill. Name of institution working
at, IV. Present communication address (including
telephone number), V. Permanent address, VI. Teaching
experience, VII. Name of baok & publisher firm & year if
written any book/text book/write up in local & foreign
journal, VIII. Subject paper & year if worked as evaluator
at NCTB. IX. Working experience on different subjects of
NCTB (if any, with subject & date).

Member (Text Book)
National Curriculum & Text Book Board

Dated: 11-07-2004

Md. Yusuf Faruk

Dhaka




