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lawmakers to submit notices in line
with the rules of procedure to hold
discussiononthem.

i AL deputies submitted 132

adjournment motions to the
speaker accordingly, but Sircar
rejected them all giving different
reasons.

But political analysts believe the
. treasury bench's reluctance was the
. main reason for not taking up the
© issues, although the ruling eoalition
é and the speaker assured them of

discussion after the passage of the
hudget.

Alfter assurances from them, AL
deputies even agreed not o raise
any pointoforderthree daysinarow
before the passage ofthe budget.

Responding to opposition law-
makers' demand, Speaker Jamir
Uddin Sircar and LGRD Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan said before
prorogation that most issues were
discussed on points of order.

The speaker in his valedictory
speech claimed AL lawmakers were
provided more time than they
deserved.

He said the AL lawmakers spoke
for 271 minutes on points of order,
but did not mention the time the
~ treasury bench took to counter the

opposition. Parliament watchers
say the treasury benchers took
almost three times more to coun-
ter their opposition colleagues.
The speaker said the AL lawmak-
ers spoke for one hour and 35 min-
utes on law and order and death
threat to Leader of the Opposition

Dam-cut; WDB
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wrecked inanatural process.

But the WDB officials yesterday
repeated that a vested quarter cut the
damopeninanactofsabotage.

"Chunaripara point (where the
dam was breached) was not so risky
that the dam would break down
naturally" Dhunat Sub-Divisional
Bngmenr Mosharraf Hossain told
reporters.

There are 30 risky points on the
embankment stretching 262 kilo-
metres from the northemn district of
Kurigram to Pabna, but none of them
broke, theysaid.

Sources said administrative action
might be taken against the WDB
officialsfortheircomment.

Strong currents killed five people

' including four children, washed away
60 others and marooned 5.5 lakh
people in Dhunat and Sirajganj's
Kazipur upazila after saboteurs cut
Brahmaputra flood control embank-

apen in JChum:IpmvﬂJnge in
i%mriyﬁhdnzﬂn}r :

WDRH officials filed a general diary

with Dhunat Police Station, terming
the incident an act of sabotage. UNO
(upazila nirbahi olficer) Al Amin inhis
report to the government also
describeditasanactofsabotage.

Villagers blamed the incident on
Bhandarbari Union Parishad
Chairman and BNP leader Belal
Hossain Babuand another BNPleader
Zahurul Islam Nannu who feuded
overtherepairofthe embankment.

But local lawmaker Golam
Mohammad Sirajsaid the feud did not
lead to the sabotage but delayed the

i has i

repair. [n a contradictory statement,|
he told local reporters: "The sabotage!

wuuld not have taken place if theWDB
had allowed Babu to do the work."

Action would be taken against

those who showed neglect of duty, he

* added. WDB officials said they were
reacly to begin the work but could not
do so because ofthe Feud‘amnngme
pro-BNF contractors.

'TV-addict
kids run risk
of obesity'

AFF, Paris

Spending hours glued to your
télevision screen during child-
hood causes an increased risk of
obesity and other health prob-
lems during later life, according
to research to be published in
the Lancet medical journal
today.

Researchers from New
Zealand concluded after a
decades-long study that high
levels of exposureat a young age
to television, with its aggressive
barrage of advertising for
unhealthy food products, was
correlated with increased body
mass later inlife, the article said.

Robert Hancox from the
University of Otago and his
colleagues studied around 1,000
children born in New Zealand
town of Dunedin in 1972-3, who
were tested over numerous
intervals upuntil the age of26.

"A clear association was
found between extensive televi-
sion viewing (more than two
hours a day) among children
and adolescents and increased
BMI (body mass index), raised
cholesterol, greater proportion
ofsmoking, and poor cardiovas-
cular fitness al age 26 years,” the
Lancetsaid.

The study comes amid
increasing concern about the
global ohesity epidemic, with
the UN's World Health
Organisation estimating that
one billion adults worldwide are
overweight, and at least 300
million of them are clinically
obese.

Sheikh Hasina, 44 minutes on for-
eign ministry and OIC election and
one hour and 44 minutes on differA
entissues.

Deputy Speaker Akhtar Hamid
Siddiqui dismissing any scope of
debate on distortion of the
Liberation War history said the issue
was discussed in detail in parlia-
ment.

But in fact, AL lawmaker
Mohammad Nasim spoke only
seven minutes on the issue on a
point of order, but State Minister for
Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman
spoke 22 minutes to counter him.

After the debate, the speaker and
treasury bench agreed to hold half
anhour's discussion onit.

But the situation took a dramatic
turn when the speaker switched off
the microphone of Textiles Minister
Shajahan Siraj as demanded by
prime minister's parliamentary
affairs adviser Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury.

The speaker abruptly cancelled
the discussion apparently at the
signal of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
after a debate on which bench
would speakfirstbroke out.

The current Jatiya Sangsad has
witnessed only a general discussion
onlawandorder.

Bomb hurled at

Khulna food
official's house

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A powerful bomb exploded in front
of a three-storey building at Babu
Khan Road under Khulna. Police
Station last night.

Police said unknown miscreants
threw the bomb at the building
belonging to Amzad Hossain,
Morrelganj upazila controller of
food, at about 7:45pm. No-one was
injured nor any damage done due to
the explosion.

Amzad Hossain said the extrem-
ists threatened him several times in
thelast fewmaonths to pay tollor face
dire consequence. Police collected
splinters from thespotasevidence.

Meanwhile, eight people,
arrested as suspects of bomb attack
on alocal BNP leader on Wednesday
night, were released from Khulna
Police Station on Thursday as police
did not get any evidence of their
involvementin theincident.

Sekander Zafrullah Khan
Shacchu, vice-president of Khulna
city BNP, was critically injured as
unknown assallants hurled a power-

| fulibomb at him near his residence

at Gagan Babu Road in'the city ‘at
about B:30pm.

After the incident, Sub Inspector
Shamim of Khulna Police Station,
filed two separate cases as com-
plainant.

Police said investigation is going
on to detect the extremists who had
earlier demanded Tk 50 lakh in toll
from the BNP leader and gave him
death threat for failing to pay it.

Dhunat waters
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victims and move household goods.

Saboteurs cut the dam open at
Chuniapara in Dhunat's Goshaibarj
union

and surging waters fromthe rain-
fed Jamunainstantly cut a 500- metre
swathe through it submerging vil-
El[ﬁea and washing away houses. All

ages in the upazila went under
witer byyesterday.

Government statistics said flood
waters submerged 12,000 houses and
damaged 100-kilometre road in
Dhunat.

Only housetops were visible in
many areas of Dhunat municipality
and three ofthe 10unions.

Locals failed to bury a man in
Maddhyaduarvillage Thursday night
as there was no dryland.

Waterborne diseases, mostly
diarrhoea and dysentery, have bro-
ken out in different parts of the
upazila but local administration is
yet to distribute sanitary pans and
install tbewells the government
allocated two days ago.

Hundreds of flood-affected
women thronged Dhunat upazila
headquarters yesterday on false
information about relief but returned
disappointed.

Nazma Khatun, a mother of four
from Daspara Mahalla, pleaded to
reporters, "Please save our children,
kindly report on us so that the gov-
ernment ensures supply of at least
babyfood and pure drinking water."

Local administration distributed
12 tonnes of rice in Goshaibari union
and 10 tonnes in Bhandarbari union
until yesterday. Many victims alleged
the administration favoured ruling
party supporters in relief distribu-
tion. ;

The upazila parishad could not
make any list of the affected people
until yesterday:

Outlaws
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took bullet in one hand while
brother-in-law Liton Sheel was shot
in the leg when they came to his
rescue.

As locals confronted the killers

* they fired at least 25 bullets that left

Kawsar Hossain, Kabir Ahmed, Nitai
Das and Alam Hawladerinjured.

The band of outlaws walked
away through the crowded Bazar
chanting party slogans. Police and
locals suspected they belong to the
Ziafaction of PBSP

Assistant Superintendent of
Police (Sadar circle) Farhad Ahmed
confirmed the news.

Locals said the same faction shot
andwounded Menon in 1992,

HUDA'S THREAT
SC Bar calls
general
meeting

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) yesterday called a general
meeting for tomorrow against the
backdrop of Communications
Minister Nazmul Huda's threat of
legal action against SCBA President
Rokanuddin Mahmud. :

The general meeting was con-
vened by the SCBA to protest the
comments made by both the Law
and Justice Minister Moudud
Ahmed and Nazmul Huda on
Thursday.

The SCBA on Wednesday called
upon the chief justice (CJ) to
appoint efficient judges to the High
Court or stop appointing judges if
competent ones are not found.

The Bar members across the
political divide at a general requisi-
tion meetingadopted aresolution to
that end and asked the chief justice
(CJ) to take necessary steps in two
weeks' time,

Huda in a statement threatened
the incumbent Bar President
Rokanuddin Mahmud with con-
tempt of court charges in case of
repetition of' such a resolution in
future,

Moudud deseribed the resolu-
tion as unfortunate and inconsis-
tent with the lawyers' responsibili-
ties to uphold the image and inde-
pendence of the judiciary.

Yet another
hartal called
in Rajshahi
to press for
gas supply

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi awaits yet another hartal
barely in a fortnight, as Rajshahi
Rakkha Sangram Parishad (RRSP)
yesterday called for a dawn-to-dusk
shutdown on July 31 demanding gas
supply through pipeline.

The hartal call came at a press
conference held at the organisa-
tion's office in the morning yester-
day. While announcing a fortnight
long programme, RRSP convenor
Zamat Khan called upon the city
dwellers also to observe a 'cooking
(abstaining) strike! for ‘an hour at
every household on July 28.

Besides, the programmes include
exchange of views with politicians
and professionals to draw all the
political parties and citizens to the
movement for gas, a token hunger
strike at Shaheb Bazar on July 22 and
on Rajshahi Court premises on July
26 and campaign around the city
between July 27 and 29.

RRSE an organisation formed to
uphold the rights of the region's
citizenry, in a statement said the
government in 1998 decided to set
up agassupplystation in Bonpara of
Natore orrcompletion of the Nalka-
Hatikumrul-Banpara link road and
supply gas to the northwestern and
southern region through pipeline.
But instead they are now imple-
menting Tk 128 crore-project to
ensure direct gas supply to Bogra
ignoring the divisional town, the
statementadded.

Earlier on Thursday Rajshahi Gas
Andolon Parishad, an organisation
supported by local BNP leaders,
professionals and social activists,
enforced a dawn ‘to dusk hartal
pressing thesame demand.

'Robber’ killed
in gunfight, cop

hurt in Demra

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged robber was killed and his
accomplice and a police official
were injured in a gunfight between
police and robbers at Majhpara in
Demra on the outskirts of the capital
inthe early hours yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Mamun, 35, and the injured robber
as Yasin Arafat, both members of a
gang led by notorious robber
Mongal Dakat, police said.

Yasin was arrested but Mongal,
Kana Ripon and other gang mem-
bers managed to flee.

Police seized two pistols and
seven bullets from the possession of
Mamun andYasin.

Sub-inspector Ali Ahmed Masud
of Demra Police Station suffered
minor bullet wounds in his chest in
the nearly 30-mintte encounter and
was given first aid at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

Acting on a tip off, three teams of
Demra police cordoned off an
under-construction building at
Majhpara where the gang of more
than 10 was preparing to commit
robbery. Sensing police presence,
the robbers started firing at them,
prompting police to open f[ire.

At one stage, injured Mamun and
Yasin fled to a nearby house. Police
nabbed both and took them to the
DMCH, where Mamun died shortly
afterwards.

Locals said Mongal and his men
committed a number ofrobberies in
thearea, thelatest one on Thursday:

Demra police yesterdayfiled three
cases against the gang for illegal
possession of arms, attack on police
and attemptto commit robbery.
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Mewly elected chairman of Pirojpur municipality Habibur Rahman Malek presents a bouquet to Awami League President
SheikhHasinaatthe party's headquarters on Bangabandhu Avenuein Dhaka during a courtesy call yesterday.

Witness to Ahsanullah murder
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left the place finding none."

But the police denied the raid on
Sumon's house and the duty officer
of Tongi Police Station said: "We did
notraidhis house."

Two hours into the raid, a team of
15 Rab officials went to Sumon's
house when he was taking a shower,
his brother Al Mamun said, "The
Rab team knocked on his bathroom
and asked him to go with them for
interrogation about Ahsanullah
murderas he came out.”

The Rab officials also picked up
Sumon's cousin Lokman, 22, and
Akbar Hossain Pinku, 20, both AL's
youth front activists, on their way
out and took the three blindfolded
to acamp by pickup van.

But Sub-Inspector (SI) Karim
Hossain of Tongi Police Station said
a Rab team led by SI Shahjahan
arrested the three in a hotel in Tongi
for demanding Tk 50,000 from
businessman Tajul Islam Akand,
whoinformed Rab about thealleged
extortion.

Tajul, who lodged a case with
Tongi police under the Speedy Trial
Act, said in the first information
report that Sumon demanded
money from him on June 18 and
beat his employee Dukhu the next
day.

Tajul said he asked Dukhu to
hand the money to Sumon in the

on Thu aflem )
Rab (8
ong with the others.

CRIES IN CUSTODY

"Rab officials kept us in separate
rooms in the camp," Lokman told
reporters at Tongi Police Station. "1
heard Sumon crying in another
room."

A relative called the Rab office
and offered money to stop the tor-
ture of Sumon, his mother said,
adding: "He (the relative) also heard
himeryingon the phone."

Interrogation in custody over, the
Rab officials took Sumon and the
other two to Tongi Police Station to
file a case under the Speedy Trial Act
accusing them of extortion.

"We asked the Rab officials to
provide him with treatment in
hospital as we found him sick"
Assistant Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Abu Sufiyan of Gazipur told
reporters athisoffice.

"Sumon scuffled with Rab
officials during arrest and was
injured,” said Superintendent of
Police Atikul [slam of Gazipur, quot-
ingareport signed by Rab.

"The Rab officials brought him
back to the police station after giving
him firstaid andleft thethree there,"
he said.

"Sumon's condition deteriorated
after the Rab officials left the police
station and we sent him to Tongi
Health Complex where he died at
1:30am," said the Tongi Police
Station duty officer.

4m in ﬂood—hit
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of biscuits, and 906 pieces of lungis
and saris among the flood-hit peo-
ple in 21 districts. They also said to
have distributed house-building
materials worth Tk four million,

The minister for disaster man-
agement and relief could not be
reached yesterday for his comments
ashewas stayingabroad.

The Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre said flood situation
in the country's central region is
worsening, but improving slowly in
some northern and northeastern
districts. It warned the worst flood
this season would hit the country
towards the end of this month.

Yesterday, water level in the
Brahmaputra-Jamuna continued to
fall at upstream points while rising
at the downstream side. The
Ganges-Padma river-system posted
further swelling all along. Most of
the rivers in the Meghna and the
Southeastern Hill basins yesterday
registered ebbing.

Sources at the centre said 30 out
of its 85 water-level monitoring
stations across the country recorded
arise, 39 fall and the rest same as the
previous day. Rivers were flowing
above the danger level at 27 points
yesterday.

Flood situation in Gaibandha,
Jamalpur, Mymensingh, Sirajganj,
Pabna, Kishoreganj, Manikganj,
Nawabganj, Narshingci, Madaripur,
Shariatpur and Narayangan| is likely
to deteriorate further. More low-
lying areas around the capital may
go underwater today.

The two embankment sabotages

are behind the worsening of the
situationin some parts of Bogra and
Sirajganj.

The situation in Sylhet,
Sunamganj, Moulvibazar, Sherpur,
Netrokona, Ranipur Dinajpur and
Kurigram is likely to continue
improvin
I\CCGTL%I to our Sherpur corre-
spondent, floods in the district
yesterday took a serious turn after a
cross dam had cracked at Asampara
under Sadar Upazila, rendering
some 400 families homeless,

Around 30 unions under Sadar
and Nakla upazilas are still under
floodwater, while the ‘situation in
three other upazilas -- Sribordi,
Nalitabari and Jhenaigati -- was
changingfor the better,

UUNB adds a teenage boy was
feared drowned yesterday when he
along with four of his friends made
an adventure to see the floodwaters
at Porardukan, six kilometres off the
districtheadquarters.

Our Manikganj comrespondent’

reports flood situationin the district
worsened over the last four days
engulfing fresh areas, cutting off
road communications between the
district town and some upazilas.
Submersion of jetties badly
affected the ferry service in Paturia-
Daulatdia and Paturia-Kajirhat

routes. Riverbank erosion by the

Padma has increased in different
upazilas, specially in Harirampur.

Our Sylhet correspondent says,
though the averall situation in the
reglon is improving, it has deterio-
ratedatsome places.

Our Pabna correspondent too
reports & further worsening of flood
situation in the district over the last
48 hours that submerged 108 vil-
lages under four upazilds, maroon-
ingaround 55,000 peaple.

Two persons, one of them a
minor boy, drowned in the
flondwaterin Bera Upazila.

Flooding has ruined crops in
2,500 hectares ofland in the district,
where the government says 2,575
families have been hithard.

Gaibandha correspondent says
flood victims crowded along the
Ghagot flood protection embank-
ment are suffering from acute sani-
tation and drinking water crisis,

Two persons drowned in the
floodwater and another died of
diarrhoea.

The uvpazila nirbahi officer of
Fulchhari yesterday evacuated his
official quarters in face of anytime
collapse of the building due to rapid
erosion of the bank by Brahmaputra.

5 city schools
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good colleges in the city," said a top
official of the education ministry.

The government also contem-
plates selecting good schools at
district level to  upgrade them into
colleges in phases.

The percentage of passin the S5C
examinations this year rose to 48.03
from 35.91 last year and a record
number of 8,597 students secured
the highest grade point average
(GPA) 5 and about one lakh students
gotmore than 60 per centmarks.

Only about a dozen colleges out
of 130 in the capital are considered
good ones. They can accommodate
around 8,000 students.

Students, teachers and guardians
anticipate a stiff competition for
admission to good colleges this
time. Thousands of students from
outside Dhaka prefer to get admit-
ted to good cn[?ege& in the capital,
adding to the intensity of the com-
petition.

There are 2,484 colleges includ-
ing 209 government colleges in the
country, according fo statistics of
Bangladesh Bureau of Education
Information and Statistics
(BANBEIS).

The district towns mostly have
one good college each, resulting in
an admission rush there too,
BANBEIS officials said.

In the capital, admission-seekers
mainly target Dhaka College, Notre
Dame College, Vigarunnisa Schoal
and College, Holy Cross College,

Residential Model College;'

Badrunnesa Government Women's
College, Dhaka City College and
Dhaka Commerce College.

the hospital and he felt better after
he gave him some medicines. The
police brought Sumon to the hospi-
tal in a eritical condition again at
12:15amand he died afteran hour,

Reporters saw the two other
arrestees with hallmarks of torture
in custody.

The inquestreport, carried outin
the health complex by Magistrate
AKM Sohel yesterday, says Sumon
bore marks of bruises on his body
and his legs were bandaged. The
police sent the body to Gazipur
Sadar Hospital for an autopsy. The
magistrate also recorded the state-
ments of witnesses to the killing of
Ahsanullah.

Sumon's cousin Nazma Begum
alleged a local BNP leader and his
two brothers threatened him to step
out of the campaign for Jahid Ahsan
Russell, AL candidate for Gazipur-2
by-polls and son of Ahsanullah.
Sumon was tasked with printing
Russell's election posters.

PROTESTANDVANDALISM

The death incensed leaders and
activists of the AL and iis front
organisations to bring out a series of
processions in Tongi all day. Angry
demonstrators vandalised a truck
and two buses, laid siege to Tongi
Police Station and blocked Tongi-
KaliganjRoad foran hour.

AL President Sheikh FHasina
resented the death of Sumon and
said it was part of a conspiracy to
creale a panicky sifuation ln ng the
Gazipur-2 by-polls:

Russell, AL candidate for
Cazipur-2 hy-e!ectinn, alleged Rab
killed' Sumon in its custody (o
terrorise the locality to unsettle the
election atmosphere.

Municipal Chairman Azmat
Ullah alleged it was part ofa scheme
to mar the trial of the killers of
Ahsanullah, as Sumon was a key
witness.

Assailants shot dead Ahsanullah
at a roadside rally in Tongi on May 7.
The criminal investigation depart-
ment identified Jubo Dal leader
Nurul Islam Sarker as the master-
mind of Ahsanullah killing in the
chargesheet, submitted on July 10,
pressing charges against 29 others
and naming Sumon as one of the 78
witnesses.

Rab arrested Debashish, an
alleged associate of 'Pichchi’
Hannan, in a clinic in Savar on the
evening of June 26 and sent him to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with leg injuries at mid-
night where the attending doctors
declared him dead.

Shopkeeper Shajahan All of
Mohammadpur died on July 3in the
DMCH a couple of days after he was
handed over to Rab officials in
Dhanmondi.

Minar Hossain in Charkuthipara
in Kushtia died at Kushtia General
Hospital a few hours after Rab
arrested himwith arms on July 10.

Biman
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included M Nurus Salam, Biman's
deputy general manager for internal
audit, and Aftab Uddin, commercial
officer for cargo.

"From December 2003 to May
2004, Biman was deprived of Dh
426,000 (Tk 68.16 lakh) by Darwish
Murad, which has been given a [ree
hand the handling of Biman's
cargo. Of the amount, we have recov-
ered Dh 366900 (Tk 5870 lakh),"
Shahab said.

Operators take advantage of man-
ual system of complex paperwork,
lack of coordination and cross verifi-
cationinBiman's networlk, henoted.

Documents obtained by The Daily
Star show some of Biman's cargo bills
for the same customer and bearing
the same number contained different
billable cargo weights, Moreover,
copies of the same bill having the
same number also bear different
CArgo operators’ names, !

One such bill numbered 997-8897-
2520, dated May 17 last and issued to
M/s Dhaka Trade International shows
Darwish Murad handled a 228kg
consignmentinfive pieces.

A copy of the same bill but dated
May 18 shows M/s Tour Care Travel
and Cargo handled a consignment of
2,880 kg that included the 25-piece
consignment.

The May 17 bill charged Dh4,455
and the May 18 bill Dh54,855 from the
same customer.

. The authorities will also probe
operations of 26 outstations of
Biman's worldwide network, he
mentioned.
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Greece manpower
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expressed serious resentment (o

his local parmers and questioned

the consistency of the government
policy.

Officials at the overseas employ-
ment ministry were also taken
aback at the government handout.
They said the government created
the new ministry to generate over-
seas employment, but the
Department of Shipping did not
feel it necessary to consult with
them before issuing such a 'sensi-
tive handout'. The newspaper
advertisement clearly mentioned
the approval of the overseas
employment ministry fur the
recruitment.

"They should have consulted us
before issuing such a handout
cancelling & government approved
order," said a high official of the
ministry, preferring anonymity. He
observed the authority o send
workers in the shipping sector no
more lies with the Department of
Shipping after the overseas
employment ministry came info
existence.

Later, the top officials of the two
ministries talked over telephone on

Bowlers make
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the party with Hong Kong reeling at
65-6. He took the next two wickets
including the scalp of top-scorer
Tabarak Dar (20) to set up
Bangladesh's comfortable win. Left-
arm spinner Mohammad Rafique
made up for his batting failure with
two for21.

Farlier, opener Javed Omar cele-
brated return to the one-day side with
asterling 68 from 94 balls that steered
Bangladesh, put into bat, out of a
middle order slump. He was later
namedman-of-the-match.

He added 84 runs with skipper
Habibul Bashar who contributed a
strokeful 32 off44 balls. The captainhad
smashed four boundaries before he
sweptthe ballstraight to his Hong Kong
counterpart Rahul Sharma at square-
leg. Everything was looking so rosy for
but then it was time for that all-too-
familiarcollapse,

In the end former captains Khaled
Mashud (26 off 22 balls) and Khaled
Mahmud (22 off 18 balls) gave respect-
ability to the total.

Bangladesh are expected to retain
the same side agninst holders Pakistan
in their second and final Group Amatch
todayatthesameventie.

India school
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"Seventy-seven bodies (of chil-
dren) have been recovered, ' seniol
police official S. Natarajoni told
AFP from the temple-studded
pilgrimage town of Kumbhakonzam
where the blaze broke out at
around 11:00 am local time.

“Thirty-four have been admit-
ted to the local government hospi-
tal," hesaid.

District administrator K.
Ramakrishanan said at least 30
children were hospitalized with
severe burns.

Ramakrishanan said the
thatched roof of the junior portion
of the school "ignited with great
force," trapping the children.

The Lord Krishna school, which
teaches children between the ages
of six and 13, has a total of 900
students, Ramakrishanan said.

Weeping parents raced to the
school building to look for their
children as bodies were removed
and the injured bundled into ambu-
lances.

Others, wailing and beating
their breasts, crowded the govern-
ment hospital about 350km from
Madras, capital of Tamil Nadu.

Paolice officials said most of the
victims were junior grade students,
ineluding kindergarten students,
who had been trapped by the blaze.

A preliminary inquiry showed
the "fire was caused by an open
firewood stove in the kitchen of the
school where the midday meal for
the children was being cooked,"
Natarajanisald.

The fire spread from the kitchen
to the adjacent thatched roof part
of the school and from there to a
one-storey building where children
werein class, Natarajani said.

Other media reports said the fire
might also have been sparked by an
electrical short-circuit,

The fire is India's worst disaster
involving children since December
1995 when 178 school children
were among 578 people who died in
a blaze that engulfed a community
tent during a festival in the north-
ern Haryanastate of Haryana.

Cop, his wife
'torture’
domestic help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A police officer and his wife yester-
day "tortured" their domestic help

and then handed her over to police -

allegedly forstealingacellphone.

A group of newsmen found
Rubina, 30, at Boalia Police Station
with injury marks in different parts
ofherbody.

Rubina told newsmen that Azad,
the palice officer, clubbed her, while
his wife gave her electricshock.

Ziaul Haque, duty officer of the
police station, said ASP Azad
brought the maid to the police
station at noon and asked them to
keep herin custody.

In the evening, ASP Azad filed a
stealing case against the maid.

He could not be reached imme-
diately for his comment.

the subject and agreed to cooperate
each other,

An inter-ministerial megting on
Tuesday, however, decided that the
recruiting agencies would have to
approach the government's ship-
ping affice in Chittagong to send
people to work in the overseas
shippingsector.

According to the decision, the
shipping ministry would provide a
list of standby seamen who can go
abroad for job, the meeting sources
said.

There are around 4,600 regis-
tered seamen with the govern-
ment's shipping office, of whom
only 1,600 have job. The rest are
waiting for job after getting train-
ing.

gThe owner of Rabbi
International Mohamamd Bashir
told The Daily Star on Tuesday he
would serve a legal notice on the
Department of Shippingin acouple
of days and file a damage suit.

Iraq asks

FROM PAGE 12
by September 20 as planned, the
delence minister said yesterday.
"We have started withdrawal
procedures... and | expect our last
soldier would arrive home on
September 20," General Chettha
Thanajaro told reporters.

Rab rounds up

FROM PAGE 12
himup.

Being informed, a Rab team
rushed to the spot and arrested JCD
general secretary of Sir AF Rahman
Hall ZA Haider and four others and
took themaway.

The JCD activists brought out a
procession on the campus and
vandalised two cars at Nilkhet inter-
section. They went to Dhanmondi
Police Station and laid a siege for
about 20 minutes, thinking that the
arresteeswere there.

As they came to know that their
leader and activists were not at the
police station, the agitating JCD
men came back to the campus and
laid siege to DU VC Prof SMA Faiz's
residence.

The siege continued till 12:30am
today.

Hasina

FROM PAGE 12
Bar Association called on her.

Referring to the current flood
situation, Hasina said although
flood situation had worsened at
many places, the government
‘el isstilkmerely 'mE[Iu:_.llum !

She said they leamnt the prigic
minister asked her party leaders 1o
rush to the lood-affected areas. As
long as television camera is there,
they stay; later they engage in
looting, she alleged.

She alleged Jamaat has beeén
"issuing death warrant in the
name of [slam," although Islam
does not allowsuch anact.

They are not genuine followers
of Islam, she said, adding, they
have disgraced Islam through their
criminal activity. "They're allow-
ing others to blame Islam, a reli-
gion of peace, equating it with
terrorism."”

When torture and repression
are continuing on the Muslims in
Iraq, Afghanistan and Palestine,
Jamaat leaders Motiur Rahman
Nizami, Delwar Hossain Saidee
and Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Muzahid kept mum, Hasina
alleged.

How many statements Nizami,
Saidee, Muzahid and the Islami
Oikya Jote leaders issued in favour
of those tortured Muslims, she
asked. "I recently spoke bluntly at
the Istanbul meeting of the D-B
founding members," she said.

Referring to the killing of AL
lawmaker Ahsan Ullah Master, she
alleged the Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB) picked up and tortured to
death Suman, who was an eyewit-
ness of the case. "The government
does not want to bring the killers
tobook," shesaid.

She blasted the alliance govern-
ment for "politicisation, nepotism
and corruption in every sphere of
the administration” and said the
public will live in peace and secu-
rity as soon as "this oppressive
government quits,”

Senior AL leaders including
Abdus Samad Azad, Tofail Ahmed,
Motia Chowdhury and Mahiuddin
Khan Alamgir were present.

Smugglers
confine and
torture BDR
men

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Smugglers confined and tortured
two Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) men in
a house in Kaikhali border area in
Shyamnagar upazila on Wednesday
night.
Kaikhali Union Parishad
Chairman Shajahan Siraj rescued
themnextmorning,

The BDR men from Shailkhali
border outpost went to the house of
smuggler Abdul Mannan of Kaikhali
village, suspecting women and
children were gathered there (o be
trafficked to India.

Local smugglers tied them down
inthe house and beat them up.

A tense situation is prevailing in
thearea. :




