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A steaming cup of tea with sizzling ‘shingara'

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

FTER the curtains come

‘down, have you ever won-

dered about what goes on
behind the scenes to stage a suc-
cessful drama? Tobe honest, Iwas at
a loss for answers once I came out
from the Experimental Theatre Hall
that was staging the Drama Festival
recently. The young enthusiasts I
had taken along with me were sim-
ply too full of questions: How da the

actors remember their lines for a

three-hour drama with no cue

cards? How could anyone but locals

develop such a flawless dialect?
. Doesitpaytobeastageactor?

The maore I talked to experts, the
more awed [ became at how
Auntouched this industry was since
the British era when drama groups
were built around passionate
groups of actors and writers. During
that time, different drama teams
flourished under the patronage of
the wealthy individuals. Ticket sales,
even for the same plays, depended
upon which group was staging it.
And' drama groups still are driven
more by ‘passion’ than by 'lucrative
contracts’,

The stage actors like to call them-
selves 'professional amateurs'. Most
commonly, stalwarts who attract the
talents around them form groups,
Even though they belong to groups
and are the lifeblood of the team,
founders and new entrants alike
become members on an honorary
basis.

Every production needs a rigor-
ous six-to-nine months of prepara-
tion. The actors are informed well
ahead about rehearsal-dates
througha notice, puit on the walls of
the rented rehearsal rooms. Over a
cup of tea and favourite snacks of
shingara, the actors take part in
rigorous rehearsals and script read-
ing day in day out for three months
in a row, As an actor smilingly
pointed out, '..its nottrue thatwe are

unpaid professionals......we simply
acceptsnacksin placeofmoney’.

Then the director, designers and
thetechnicians stepin to outline the
stagesettings, Allocating the charac-
ters to actors requires a lot of neu-
trality (and \d.iplcmacy) on the part
of the director. 'Like the old days, itis
often subject to bias,’ says a theatre
activist. Then begins the rehearsal

-for blocking.

Typically it takes aboul three

charge ofthe kitchen, making sure
the tea and shingaras keep flowing
and keeping up the spirits of the
tearn! Not unlike an internship, the
beginners learn the many afts of
acting through these informal
interactions with the senioractors.
During this entire period, neither
intern noractors are paid.

What struck me was how the
drama groups keep up with their
passion despite the odds stacked

Eminent artistes are the lifeblood of the team

months for the team to memorise
the script, But sometimes its takes
significantly longer. After the suc-
cessful staging of Hath Hodai,
Shahiduzzaman Selim mentioned
how it took their team nearly nine
months to master the Noakhali
dialect before they could finally
stage the play.

During the long months of
rehearsals, beginners have a time-
bound traditional role to play.
During the first 2 years, they are in

against them.

Firstly, they are assured of no
livelihood. The theatre groups
thrive on sales proceeds from
stage performances and a limited
number of sponsors. 'A standard
production can cost up to Taka
80,000 or more, while a minimum
costs “Taka 60,000. The groups
often have to stage the play for two
to three yeéars to recoup the pro-
duction cost', said Nasiruddin
Yousuff.

In contrast, in West Bengal the
Ministry allots Rupees 3,000 per
head for 'the theatre activists,
which translates to Rupees 60,000
per month to theatre groups of 20
actors each, Since there are several
theatre houses, the groups can
perform 'call shows' year round
and also see acting as a livelihood.

Secondly, despite its popular-
ity, there is an incredible shortage
oftheatre space. Before the Experi-
mental Theatre Stage was inaugu-
rated, there was only one theatre
stage, The Mahila Samity Mancha;

. the Guide House auditorium was
closed years before, Since there are
altogether 35-40 groups'in the city
alone, including the top ten
groups, comprising 5000 mem-
bers, each group is allowed to
perform at most once a month at
the auditorium. According to
Liaquat Ali Lucky, General Secre-
tary of Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation (BGTE), the City Cor-
poration can rent the community
centres in different localities to
overcome this bottleneck.

Thirdly, there is an unexplained
lack of recognition for the stage
actors. Every year, we are bom-
barded with so many glamorous
‘award giving ceremonies’ to
reward silver screen actors, mod-
els, singers, TV-productions, but
rarely one for stage actors.

When you take away livelihood,
opportunity to perform and recog-
nition there doesn't seem to be
much left for the actors except an
undying passion for their art, How
we can expect to develop and
nurture talent under such condi-
tions is a complete puzzle to me.
As a critic pointed out sarcasti-
cally, 'the most imminent danger
toour theatre culture is, if the price
of tea and shingara were to
increase...'" Sadly, he probably
didn't realise there was more than
passing humour than heintended.

The quality of dance is much better
than before--Kajol Ibrahim

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

MINENT danséuse and
dance director Kajol Ibrahim
is a well-known name in the
cultural world. Some of her notable
worksin thestage and edia are
Chitrangada, Nokshi Kather Math,
Hajar Tarer Bina, Badol Borishana,

Kajol Ibrahim

Rajpath Janopath and Albamer
Paray.

Currently, Kajol works as a dance
director only. Her opinion about
today's dance: 'As many performers
are equipped with foreign degree, the
quality of dance these days is much
better thanbefore.’

Bom into a family with a rich
cultural background. Kajol pursued
herhobbyand passion fromher early
years, As she recalls, T used to sing

whenIwasa child:As1grewoldermy

commitmentto dancing grew.’

She started her dance lessons
with' GA Mannan. She graduated
with a diploma in classical dance
(Kathak) from the Bulbul Academy
of Fine Arts (BAFA). Her teacher was
Samar Battacharjee. Later in her
career, she learned Bharatnatyam
and Manipuri for fouryears fromthe
well-known dancer Baburam Singh.
She said, 'l was interested in all the
branches of classical dance. During
my leaming period, Atikul Islam, an
exponent of Tagore songs and music
teacher of BAFA, ingpired me

Although she started her career
as a classical dancer, later in her
career Kajol chose the contempo-
rary dance form. Regarding the
switch she said, ' In each of my stage
shows, [ performed classical dance
first and then performed the con-
temporaryformoldance.'

Kajol's horizons have expanded
over the years. She hasvisited Indone-
sia, Malaysia, Russia, China, Pakistan
and India to perform at various cul-

tural meets. In 1975, she won a
national award for her outstanding
performance, Looking into the future,
she says she would like to concentrate
onherworkas adancedirector.

Kajol believes that the govern-
ment ought to promote dance. As
she points out, 'The Government
should try to offer more foreign
scholarships to our dancers so that
they can widen their knowledge of
thismedium.’
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Kalshondhya: A classic by Nagarik Natyasampradaya
Deft adaptation of an epic '

Every superpower in this world falls
in the end. If we review world his-
tory, we see that the ancient super-
powers like Egypt, Greéce, Rome
ultimately fell to destruction. The
fall of the legendary characters in
Dwarka city, 36 years after the end of
the Kurukshetra war, is well
depicted inthe play Kalshondhya.

The play was staged by Nagarik
Natyasampradaya on July 14 at the
Experimental Theatre Stage as part
of the drama festival arranged by
BGTE

Buddhadev Basu has adapted
Kalshondhya from 'Maushol' part
of the epic Mahabharata. The leg-
ends of the play like Krishna, Arjun
and others are not mere mythologi-
cal characters rather they are por-
trayed as warlords!

Through the legends, the play-
wright has successfully portrayed a
realistic picture of the chaotic world.
Buddhadev's Kalshondhya is the
natural-realistic play in which he has
shown the inherent oppressive
tendency of human beings and the
fall of the warlords as well.

Buddhadev's play has poetic
guality. He has used flowerylanguage
for the dialogue of the characters to
portraytherichnessofthe legend.

Director Khaled Khan has han-
dled the theme of the play defily. He
has successfully presented the

Zeroing into the inherent oppressive tendency of human beings

vulgarity, war and the prophecy of
the gods and goddesses. His compo-
sition of war scenes and the comic
scenes were artistic and ‘enjoyable.
He has used artificial smoke on the
stage to indicate the arrival of
Krishna. Moreover, his handling of
the flashback scene when Gandhari
curses Krishna and Arjun for killing
the Kaurav heroes, violating the law
ofwar, was enjoyable.

Rommyo Rahim's set is simple
but can symbolically represent the
theme of the play. The ash colour of
the set successfully conveys the
chaotic as well as the sad environ-
ment of the post war condition of a
place. He has used thrust in the

prosceniumstage.

Nasirul Haque Khokon has once
again proved his credentials as a
contemporary light designer. His
design could maintain all the
requirements. for a quality light
design. Moreover, his colour effects
onthe cycloramawere excellent.

The teamwork of the performers
was up to the mark. Rajib Dey as
Krishna out performed the others.
However, during the soliloquy at the
final scene, Gazi Rakayat's over-
acting was amajor flaw.

Ultimately, this show was more
polished than the ea:lu:r shows of
Kalshondhya.

Masum Reza:'I have tried to give a universal effect
to my adaptation of the epic Mahabharata'

Famous playwright Masum Reza
has earned popularity as aTVas well
as stage dramatist. The regular
member of Desh Natak, Masum
said, 'In the festival my group is
going to stage my play Nittopuran
based on the Indian epic
Mahabharata. During adap taziun of
the play, I have tried'to give'it a
universal effect.’

On his adaptation process
Masum said, 'In the Mahabharata, |
think, only Eklavya has a heroic

quality. In the epic, Draupadi never
meetsEklavya. Tocreate anewcrisis
I have adapted the play to focus on
the love and class conflict between
low cast Eklavya and high cast
Draupadi.’'

Masum is “l[)p]'{.Cl&LlVE of d:ama
festivals. In the ongoing Dhaka
Drama Bestival 2004 arranged by
BGTE Masum Reza says he enjoyed
the plays Haf Hadai, a Dhaka Thea-
tre production and Nagarik's pro-
duction Mkhﬂnd.‘aayﬂ
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More instinct for Stone

After struggling without nolﬁmrﬂly success for most of the last 12 years,
Sharon Stone, made a star by a leg-crossing scene in the 1992 film, Basic

Tramell,

loverinthe newrelease.

Instinct,is setto reprise heronly noteworthyrole.
The long-legged Stone, now 46, will star in a sequel to Basic Instinct, in
which she will again play the part of novelist and serial killer Catherine

The producers are coy but have let slip hints that she may again reveal
herself, according to Chinese state media outlet Xinhua. Michael Douglasis
not scheduled for the cast in part two and Stone says she'll take a younger

Stone has reportedly reached a settlement with Basic Instinet's produc-
ers, whomshehad beensuing for $US19 million.

Ms Stone most recently played an aging Laurel Hedare against the stun-
ning Halle Berry in Cafivoman and said development was in early days and
thesequel's productionschedule wasnot yet set.
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