CPI-M to stick
to not sendmg
troops to Iraq

SAKYASEN MITTRA, Kolkata

The CPI-M will maintain its stead-
fast stance against sending troops to
Irageven under the UN banner,

“Thereis talk in some quarters of
sending troops tolrag under the UN
flag, but we will not allow the send-
ing of even one soldier," said Anil
Biswas, a top leader of the
Communist Party of India-Manxist
(CPI-M), the largest Left group in
parliament.

He added, "We are a non-
communal country. So why should
we antagonize Iraq when we have
always maintained good relations
with them. The CPI-M accounts for
43 of the 62 Left MPs, whose support
to Prime Minister Manmoham
Singh's coalition government is
orucial.

Biswas said the "bogey of the UN

mandate” in support of sending
Indian troops to Iraq rings hollow
because the US and its allies had
earlier ignored the same organisa-
tion when they went ahead with
their military strike against the
country,
"If the UN resolutions are a
yardstick, then how did the US and
its allies ignore the resolution
againstmilitary aggression onlIrag?”
the CPI-M politburo member asked
atalecture hereTuesday.
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Pakistani Forelgh Minister Khurshid Kasuri (L) gestures as he talks with/US Deputy Sacretary of State Richard
Armitage during a meeting in Islamabad yesterday. Armitage has started a day of intensive talks with Pakistani
leaders here on counterterrorism, Pakistan-India relations and developments in Irag.
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US for ending all forms
of Kashmir violence

Pakistan yet to dismantle all militant camps: Armitage

AFP, [slamabad

US Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage called yesterday
for a halt to all violence in Kashmir,
reiterating that Pakistan had not yet
dismantled all'camps used by mili-
tantsin the region.

[ was correctly quoted (in India
Wednesday) when 1 just noted that
all the terrorist camps have not been
dismantled (in Pakistani
Kashmir)...," Armitage told report-
ers after talks with Pakistan Foreign
SecretaryRiazKhokhar,

But "it has to be noted that
(while) there are lots of different
kinds of violence there, some across
the LoC (Line of Control), there is
otherindigenousviolence," hesaid:

"[tall should stop so the people of
Jammu and Kashmir can have a
prosperous life and prosperous
future.”

India also needed to enstire human
rights were upheld in' the ‘teritory
underitscontrol, Armitagesaid.

"There is absolutely no question
that there is violence and violatior
of human rights (in Kashmir). We
have discussed this with our Indian
friends,” said Armitage, who arrived
here late Wednesday after talks in
NewDelhi.

Pakistan and India have fought
two. wars over Kashrmpir, a major
portion of which is controlled by
New Delhi. A Muslim separatist
campaign in Indian Kashmir has left
tens of thousands of people dead
since 1989,

India accuses Pakistan of
fomenting the insurgency by send-
ing armed rebels into territory
controlled by New Delhi.

The two nuclear-armed states
stepped back from brink of war in
late 2002 under US diplomatic

“pressure and have been engaged in

peacetaﬂssmce)anuary{!nsyear
They have taken a series of
mutual confidence-building mea-
sures including a reciprocal
ceasefire since November last year

along the Line of Control -- the de
facto border dividing Pakistani-
controlled and Indian-controlled
Kashmir.

Armitage and Khokhar held
hour-long talks before jointly
addressinga news conference.

Their discussions covered bilat-
eral relations; cooperation in the
war against terrorism, Pakistan-
India relations and the situation in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Armitage said he had not made
anynewrequest for Pakistani troops
to be deployed inIrag.

Islamabad refused a request by
Washington last year to send troops
to Iraq and has not taken any deci-
sion so far on a fresh US request this
year to contribute troops to protect
planned UN missionsin Baghdad.

When asked about the criticism
of Pakistan's effort in the waragainst
terrorismm by US ambassador to
Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad,
Armitage said the envoy was based
in' Kabul and saw things from a

narrower perspective.

"Those of us who have a larger
responsibility and see the total
aspect of what Pakistan is doing in
the global war onterror have a view
thatis qui te more pronouncedin the
positive,”

Armitage said relations between
the two close alliesin the waragainst
international terror were excellent.

“For the United States, let me say
that we are completelysatisfied with
where we are in our relationship, We
will look to move forward in a way,
thatismutuallyacceptable,”

Armitage said the US administra-
tion was currently reviewing
Pakistan's request for military
equipment to help the country inits
anti-terrorismfight.

Armitage later met Prime
Minister Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain
and Foreign' Minister Khurshid
Kasuri. He also met Finance
Minister Shaukat Aziz, who is to take
over as the country's prime minister
nextmonth.

Foreign workers in Saudi
systematically abused

Some even treated like slaves: Rights group

AFP London'

Foreign workers in Saudi Arabia are
systematically abused and
exploited; some of them living in
conditions akin to slavery, Hurhan
RightsWatch (HRW) charged yester-
day.

"We found men and women in
conditions resembling slavery,” said
Sarah Leah Whitson, executive direc-
tor of HRW's Middle East and North
Africa Division, summing up a 135-
page report by the New York-based
rightswatchdogreleased here,

Discrimination against. women
in the conservative oil-rich kingdom
compounds the plight of female
wortkers, some of whom have been
victims of sexual abuse and forced
confinement, according to the
report,

Asians form the bulk of foreign-
ers in Saudi Arabia, who according
‘to Labor Minister Ghazi al-Gosaibi
number 8.8 million.

This compares to an indigenous
populationofabout17million.

The report details “the pervasive
abuses foreign workers endure,”
showing "the abysmal and'exploit-
ative laborconditions many workers

face, and the utter failure of the
justice system to provide redress,”
HRWsaidinastatement.

HEW "documented how foreign-
ers detained in Saudi Arabia have
been denied consular visits: and
forced to sign confessions that they
couldnotread,” the statement said.

The report also lists "cases of
beheading in which the embassies
and families ofthe condemned men
were not informed of the executions
until after they were carried am, it
said.’ 7

Information abtained from Asian
women who had recently worked in
Saudi Arabia pointed to a "wide-
spread practice of forced, around-
the-clock confinement of women in
unsafe conditions,” the rights
witchdogalleged.

"In one case, some 300 women
from India, Sri Lanka and the
Philippines worked 12-hour shifts,
sixdays aweek, cleaninghospitalsin
Jeddah.

"Atthe end of each work day, they
were returned to crowded, dormi-
tory-style housing, with 14 women
sharing one small room lined with
bunk beds. The doors to the rooms
were locked from the outside, deny-

ing the women any freedom of
movement for the two or three years
of theircontracts,” itsaid.

_HRW said it examined four cases
of women who were victims of
forced confinement and sexual
abuse, including rape.

"In all four cases, the perpetra-
tors -- three of whom were alleged
rapists -~ did not face criminal
investigation or prosecution. The
report also has information' about
women whom Human Rights Watch

found ' in a"p'nsnn in' Riyatih who'

were serving sentences for illegal
pregnancies, " the statement said,
HRW: said it conducted most of
the interviews for the reportinIndia,
Bangladesh and the Philippines
with workers who had recently
returned from Saudi Arabia after it
was denied permission o carry out
field fesearch there even though a
delegation was invited to the king-
domlastyear for talks with officials.
In a series of recommendations,
HRW urged Riyadh to "suspend
implementation of death sentences
for Saudi citizens and foreigners
until it can be determined inde-
pendently that torture was not used
and confessionswerenot coerced.”
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Mandela, Bill
Gates team up
to fight TB

AFP, Bangiok:

The charisma of Nelson Mandela
and the cheque book of Bill Gates
joined forces at the world AIDS
conference here yesterday to lay
assault on tuberculosis, a compan-
ion killer disease to HIV.

Mandela, an iconic figure at the
global AIDS forum, branded tuber-
culosis -~ of which he himself was
once avictim -- a silent slayerin the
HIVYATDS pandemic, while Gates'
charity unveiled a' 44.7-million-
dollar grant to help' the search for
fighting TB at the grass roots.

"Tuberculosis remains ignored.
Today we are calling the world to
recognise that we can't fight AIDS

unless we take on, TB, as, well’,

‘Mandelasaidatapress conference,

Mandela recalled his own experi-
ence with TB during his long impris-
onment on Robben Island during
South Africa's apartheid years, and
his diagnosis with prostate cancer
after hisrelease.

In both cases, it had been vital to
him to tell his friends and’ family
about his health status and to closely
followthe counsel ofhis doctors.

"In both cases 1 spoke about it
openly, because once people were
aware of the facts, they would sup-
portme,” Mandelasaid.

AFB, Patna

Desperate residents looted food
stores yesterday in the flooded
eastern Indian town of Darbhanga,
while thousands of people perched
on the roofs of their sinking homes
were .lashed by torrential’ rains,
witnesses said.

Power supplies and telecommu-
nications have been snapped by the
rising waters, hampering relief
efforts for residents trapped without
food ordrinking water for three days
in the town 180km from the Bihar

Hunger drove residents to phm—-
der food grain stores in Darbhanga
as relief trickling into the area
proved inadequate, the officials
said.

A state-run food warehouse was
stripped of its stocks while the town
administrator's flooded headquar-
terswas alsoransacked, theyadded.

Military helicopters, meanwhile,
were air dropping food packets on
the town jail where the rising waters
have forced inmates to take refuge

ontheroof.

statecapital Patna, officialssaid., .

Food stores looted by
flood victims in Bihar
35 feared drowned as boat sinks

Darbhanga's chiel magistrate
Pradeep Kumar said 12 inmates
overnight fled the complex after
water entered their unlocked cells,
adding that a second jailbreak
attempton Thursdaywas thwarted.

An army helicopter trying to
pluck students off a medical college
roof crashed during a sortie
Thursday but there were no casual-
tigs, an airforce spokesman said.

Some 1,000 students have been
stranded on the rain-swept rooftops
of the medical college and a town
high school without food or drink-

ingwatersince Tuesday,.

Meanwhile, at least 35 people

were feared” drowned Thursday

when a boat ferrying villagers flee-
ing their submerged homes sank in
the flood-hit eastern Indian state of
Bihar, policeand witnesses said.

The boat camying around 50
people sank in the Bagmati river,
some 70kmnorth of the state capital
Bihar, a police spokesman said.

Witnesses told AFP that 15 peo-
ple had swum to safety but the
others were swept away by strong
currentsin the rain-swollenriver.

FHOTO: AFP

A group of Indian people wait on the roof of a building in the flood affected
town of Darbhanga some 100km north east of Patna, the capital of Bihar
yesterday. Desperate residents scoured for food and clean water as floods
swirled into Darbhanga and torrential rains lashed hundreds of people
perched on the roofs oftheir sinking homes.

Chaos in parliament over
fresh Godhra probe

PTI, New Delhi

The Indian government's decision to
hold a fresh inquiry into the Godhra
carnage yesterday led to turmoil in
both houses of Parliament with
agitated opposition members accus-
ing the Centre of trying to divide
people on communal lines, forcing
theiradjournmenttwice.

Angry NDA members were on
their feet as soon asboth housesmet
on Thursday morning protesting
Railway Minister Lalu' Prasad's
announcement of a fresh probe into
the Godhra carnage.

The presiding officers first
adjourned both the houses for 45
minutes and later till 2 pm after they
found the members unrelenting.

In Rajya Sabha, the opposition

Both Houses adjourned twice

stalled proceedings leading to
adjournment of the House for the
day without transacting any busi-
ness.

The turmoil on the issue had led
to two adjournments in the pre-
lunchsession.

When the House re-assembled
for the third time, opposition mem-
bers trooped into the well shouting
slogans and the Chairman
adjourned the House for the day,

In Lok Sabha, the Speaker pulled
up BJP-led opposition for their
behaviour, saying they had no justi-
fication in rushing to the well of the
House when he had promised they
would be given opportunity to speak
onthe matterafterthelunch recess.

As soonas Lok Sabha assembled,
BJP leader VK Malhotra was on his

feet accusing Railway Minister Lalu
Prasad of making a "provocative
statement” on the Godhra incident,
while replying to a debate on the
Railwaybudget onWednesday.

He said there was no need to
order a fresh probe when the Gujarat
Government was already investigat-
ing the matter.

Soon after Malhotra made his
statement, BJP and Shiv Sena mem-
bers trooped into the well raising
slogans Lalu Hatao, Desh Bachao
(remove Lalu, save the country).

This was immediately countered
by members from treasury benches
who' shouted Modi Hatap, Desh
Bachap (remove Modi, save the
country) and phoot gaya, phoot
gaya; RSS ka Bhanda phoot gaya

(RSSisexposed).

'Lanka govt, Tigers
asked to ban mines
or risk losing aid'

AFP, Colombo

The §ri Lankan government and its
main foe, the Tamil Tiger rebels,
were warned Wednesday to formally
ban anti-personnel mines or risk
losing international financial sup-
portfordemining.

At least 153 civilians have been
killed ‘and a further 889 wounded by
mines since 1995, the Landmine
Ban Advocacy Forum here said in a
statement. It said many more sol-
diers and rebels had been killed by
mines,

The Forum, which comprises
international donors, humanitarian
aid agencies, the UN Development
Programme (UNDP) and the United
Nations children's fund (Unicef),
met here to urge Colombo to

endorse the Ottawa Convention
banning the use and stockpiling of
anti-personnel mines.

It also asked Tiger rebels to
endorse the Geneva Call Deed of
Commitment, which commits rebel
and non-state groups signing on to
ittooutlawthe use ofmines.

Both Colombo and the rebels,
who have been observing an Oslo-
brokered truce since February 2002,
are supporting de-mining efforts
and have their own teams picking
out mines and unexploded ord-
nanceinformerbattlezones.

"However, this is not enough to
ensure continued support for mine
clearance activities and neither is it
consolation for those living in con-
taminated areas," the advocacy
forumsaid.

FHOTO: AFP

Supporters of Filipino hostage Angelo de la Cruz burn a Stars and Stripes near the US embassy in Manila yesterday
to denounce the US war in Irag. They welcomed the troop pullout decision to save the life of the hostage. US State
Department indicated thatthe Philippine decision to pull troops out of Iraq to save the life of a Filipino hostage could

affectties.
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US pledges to provide
cheap AIDS drugs

THE NATION/ ANN, Bangkok

The United States,” which has
severely been accused of keeping
the price of HIV/AIDS drugs high
through patent protection,
Wednesday expressed their com-
mitment to provide the cheapest-
possible HIV/AIDS drugs to thosein
poorcountries,

"I'have consistently and repeat-
edly expressed our intent to provide,
through the Emergency Plan, AIDS
drugs that are acquired at thelowest
possible cost, regardless of origin or
who produce them," said the US
Global Aids Coordinator

\AmbassadorRandall L'Tobias.

\ The US Congress has approved $
15 billions in January for the
President's Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (Pepfar) which is aimed
to provide assistance for treatment
and prevention for 15 countries,
includingVietnam.

To be qualified for Pepfar, the
drugs would' have to receive an
approval from the US Food and Drug
Administration, a step that drug
producersare reluctantto complete.

"] call on each of you today to
urge every company manufacturing
these drugs to file their applications
as soon as possible so that we can
begin funding these drugsas soon as
possible," said Tobias.

The first public talk of this high-
est-level delegate of United States to
the 15th International AIDS
Conference Wednesday was greeted
with heavy protest from aclivists
who accused the superpower of
making little efforts to provide
genericdrugs.

"Bush lles, people died, generic
drugs now,” a group of dozens of
activists marched and shouted
loudly before Tobias delivered his
special lecture in the indoor sti-
dium.



