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Letters will only be considered if they carry the writer's full name, address and telephone number (if any). The identity of the writers will be protected. Letters must be limited to 300 words. All letters will be subject to editing.

Tampering with history

MPs trade charges

In a recent heated debate in the ]S,
an AL legislator branded a ruling
party MP as an extortionist. The MP
hit back picturing the AL man as a
listed smuggler and extortionist in
the transportation sector. There are
also self-proclaimed anti-liberation
elements in our JS. These are the
people we have elected to speak for
us and to make and amend laws to
make the country a better place to
livein.

We do pay tax to perk up their
perks and for washing their dirty
linen in the costly IS session. We are
the one whb nominated them as our
representatives and entrusted them
with the power to decide our fate. It
i5 natural that they will do things in
their way. So we better search our
souls before criticising them.
Sumon
One-mail

Massacre in Bihar

The Rabidas community in
" Bangladesh condemns the may-
hem in the Indian state of Bihar,
where at least 10 low caste Hindus
were mass'acred by the upper caste
militia. It is unfertunate that such
heinous ca.?te oppression still takes
place in Indian society, after more
than half a century of democratic
rule. This does not bode well for the
land of Gandhi and Nehru, And it is
all the more shocking that the inci-
dent took place after the defeat of
the BJP and reemergence of the

Congressin the political arena.
. The Rabidas community in
Bangladesh expresses compassion-

ate condolences to the bereaved
families and the near and dear ones
ofthe victims.

Kanailal Rabidas

Direcior General

Bangladesh Guru Rabidas (Dham)
Mission

Newcars
The government has a plan to stop
import of used/second hand Japa-
nese cars in phases to lessen air
pollution in cities like Dhaka,
Chittagong etc. Accordingly, an
additional tax has been imposed on
import of used cars. In this regard, I
would like to note that standard of
some new vehicles running in
the city roads are not up to the
mark. Some of them are junks and
are being imported using our
valuable hard-earned foreign cur-
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In this respect, [ would like to
draw the attention of the authori-
ties either to stop import of sub-
standard vehicles from India or any
other country, or set some mini-
mum standard for new vehicles to
be eligible for import. If necessary
the government may think of con-
tinuingimport of used Japanese cars
for a few more years in limited num-
bers to meet the gap between
demand and supply.
Mohammad Shahjahan
One-mail

Golden education?
In my search fora destiny aftermy A’
Level, 1 have been searching the
internet for all the relevant informa-
tion I could find and also visited
student-counselling centres for
both the US and Australia. With the
knowledge about the quality of
| education in the UK, I wanted some
information regarding their educa-
tion. So [ checked out the web-site of
the British Councilin Bangladesh.
On that web-site [ came across a
new facility that the Council has
started to provide, which they have
named "Professional Advisory
Service for Students (PASS)".
According to that web-site , "For the
equivalentof £120 we will assignone
of our staff to help you select and
apply for your chosen university or
college. They will also help you fo

put yourvisa documents together”. [
was utterly shocked by this. Why on
earth would anyone have to pay
such an amount of money which is
more than Tk 10,0007 [s it not a
rather whimsical amount to ask for,
just for giving students advice on
choosing a university and then
organising the visa papers?
TawfikMohammed

Cephalon International Schoal

Thereal Brando

It is interesting to note that the
obituaries for Brando (with the
exception of Dave Zirin) have neatly
side-stepped his political activism.
From his youth, Brando broke ranks
with comfortable Hollywood liber-
alism and embraced human rights
that were anathema to many Ameri-
cans. Marlon Brando's political
journey began in 1959, when he co-

historical site of Wounded Knee,

« reclaiming it for the Lakota Nation.

The 73 day siege ended with deaths
in a shootout with Federal atithori-
ties, and initiated years of harass-
ment of the community by Federal
agents, Infuriated by the incident,
Brando refused to accept his Oscar
for "Godfather" and sent Native
American actress Sacheen
Littlefeather in his place to refuse
the award. The only other Oscar
moment that sent similar political
shockwaves was Bert Schneider's
(1975 winner for Vietnam documen-
tary "Hearts and Minds") reading of
a telegram from the Viet Cong dele-
gation to Peace Talks.

Brando's politicisation also
showed up in his film choices,
including "Bum" (colonial freedom
struggle), "Viva Zapata" (Mexican
revolution), "Dry White Season"
(South Africa) and "Apocalypse

means to send their children
abroad, far away from this chaos so
that they can build a career of their
own, while these same politicians
allow the country to spiral down a
dangerous path. When will this stop?
If this continues, all brilliant stu-
dents will leave the country, one
way or the other, and the country
will be left with leaders who have no
merit, who cheat and lie and are
inept in running the country. BD is
the only country where students
spend more time in politics than on
their studies, It seems that student
politics is a big business now and no
one wants it to stop, BD is perhaps
the only country that on a state |evel
encourages students to take up
arms. It is perhaps the only country
that blatantly erodes the education
system knowing perfectly well how
detrimental it is to its own future.
And it is perhaps the only country
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Indian daily soaps

The daily soaps which are aired in different [ndian channels, especially the ones aired in the
famous channel Star Plus, have earned much popularity these days. Women top the list of the
admirers of these serials which actually do not have any particular story line. The writers of
these serials perhaps write the story keepingin the mind the common audience demand. So, we
can watch in these serials a person getting his/her face changed after plastic surgery very easily.
We can see a dead person alive after a few months of his death. The hero and heroine of almost
every serial getmarried more than twice and mostsoaps are based on the story of intrigues and
counter-intrigues and extramarital relationship of different characters. These daily soaps are
really unrealistic and products of uncreative minds, They become more unrealistic when the
women are seen cooking in kitchen or doing other household works with full make-up on the
faceand heavy, expensive, and gorgeous dresses on.

Awoman who plays the role of a sixty year old grandmother looks not more than forty. Thus, it
is understandable what creative value these serials have and what impact they are creating on
women and children in Bangladesh, where people love to grasp foreign culture without giving a

second thought.
Wajahat Anwar
Mirpur, Dhaka

T TS T T T T N SR " T

founded the Hollywood chapter of
SANE-- an anti-nuclear arms group,
Inthe 1960s, he reduced his acting to
focus on the Civil Rights Move-
ment's demands for Black emanci-
pation. In 1963, he marched arm in
arm with James Baldwin at the
march on Washington. [oining
hands with Baldwin, who was at the
time one of the very few Black gay
men to be out of the closet, was a
major drawback to Brando's career.
He was one of the "freedom riders”
(joined by Paul Newman) who
journeyed to the South to desegre-
gate the bus lines. After Martin
Luther King's assassination in 1968,
a traumatised Brando announced
he was resigning from a major film
role to focus on the civil rights move-
ment. He gave money to defend the
militant Black Panthers, which
resulted in Southern theatre chains
boycotting his films and the creation
of the "Brando Black List", which
shut him out of many movie oppor-
tunities.

Brando had also worked for the
Native American ("Indian") com-
munity. In 1964, he was arrested
during a protest for their fishing
rights. In 1873, the militant Native
American group AIM (American
Indian Movement) laid siege to the

Now" (Vietnam). In his last years,
Brando gave financial support to the
anti-war movement protesting the
war on Iraq. He is best remembered
byhis statement after King's assassi-
nation: "If the vacuum formed by Dr.
King's death isn't filled with concern
and understanding and a measure
of love, then 1 think we all are really
goingto belost.”
NaeemMohaiemen

Shobak.org

Stop politicising
students

All our political parties including the
government and the opposition
have political student wings to
bolster their presence. Public uni-
versity teachers are divided along
political lines e.g. white panel, blue
panel etc. Even the private sector
reaps benefits from alliance with
particular political parties. This
trend of politicising every aspect of
our life is slowly but surely eating
out the backbone of our society.
Corruption is now prevalent every-
where as a by-product of this
politicisation.

It is just the average people who
suffer, not the politicians or their
children. They have the financial
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that does more harm to its people
(except the regime of Zimbabwe
president Robert Mugabe) than
good.

Anonymous

One-mail

Why this fear?

Recently prominent personalities,
journalists and teachers have
received death threats from Islamic
zealots. Why is this happening? We
have a visionless education system
in our country-- Bengali, English,
Semi-English, Fazil, Kamil, Kaumi
and what not. On pne side, students
are westernised, viewing Islam as a
package programme of five things;
and, on the other, some illiterate
mullahs are produced knowing
nothing about modernity and little
about actual Islam. Therefore a cold
war is going on between modernists,
who don't mix with mullahs think-
ing that they are backdated, and
mullahs, who think none will go to
heaven except them. So our motley
education system is the first reason
why we arefacing acrisis.

The second reason is the insensi-
ble freedom "Freedom of speech”.
The US speaks of it highly but it
doesn't practise it. In the US, there
arelaws ofdefamationand youcan't

speak against democracy. By this
they mean freedom to speak agaifist
Islam which doesn't hamper their
interest. Bangladesh is no different.
The government is allowing some
people to speak against religion
freely and also the fanatics to issue
death threats. It's only natural for
uneducated mullahs to get excited.
So "Freedom of speech” should be
specifiedby DOsand DON'Ts .
Finally, I don't understand why
some people are trying to relate
Hizb-ut-Tahrir with Islamic zealots.
The members of HT are well edu-
cated students and professionals.
Also they use modern technology
effectively. They conduct all their
programmes openly. The old habit
of "doubting everybady for one"
seems toreignsupreme.
Aworried citizen
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Hartal

Hartal cripples the economy and
takes away valuable lives. But, sadly,
the government and opposition are
not taking any steps to stop hartal.
None of them want to ban it as the
AL needs it now to protest against
the government, and the BNP will
need it future, But is hartal more
important to the BNP and the AL
than human lives?

Nayeem Islam

The Aga Khan Schoaol

Uttara, Dhaka

Education for
out-of-school

children

The second lead of your daily of July
9 under "Education for-out-of
school children" was a thought
provoking piece. Your observations
and concerns on the subject, in
short, cover all that one needs to be
aware of. The policy makers, the
planners, the implementing agen-
cies and the serious readers got an
idea about the issueathand.
While reading the piece, I
thought that the project needs to be
kept out of the suited-booted mem-
bers of the public administration, as
much as possible, for it has to be a
task oriented programme rather
than a paper oriented one. In other
words, it means that continuation of
an employee in this project should
be made exclusively dependent on
his/her performance, unlike the rest
of the public service programmes.
Henee, it has to be run as an NGO
project.
Syed Waliullah
Dhaka

Central bonded

warehouse

I have come to knowthat a Central
Bonded Warehouse is going to be
established by the BGMEA. [ fully
appreciatethe idea.

However, being “the owner of a
garment industry, since the very
beginning of the year 1993, I lay the
basic concept of the warehause
and the preliminary discussion was
held with Mr. Nurul Hoque Sikder at
his Motijheel office.

Indeed, gone are those days but
the memories are still alive in my
mind. Mr. Sikder listened to what 1
said and urged me to place theidea
before the then president of.the
BGMEA. Accordingly, [ submitted a
keynote paper on the possibility of
setting up a central bonded ware-
house to the president of the
BGMEA. The president appreciated
it and told me to proceed with the
idea.

The purpose of writing this letter
is that [ am very happy to learn that
such a warehouse is going to be set
up, if only because it was my brain-
child.

KT Ahmed
Crescent Road
Dhaka

Biman: Sky is just the beginning

For Biman, the national flag
carrier of Bangladesh, sky is
just the beginning when it
comes to squandering public
money and mistreating the
passengers. The F-28 affair has
become an old story and we are

sweeping everything under the '
carpet. The hospitable Biman
has set a new record by enter-
taining its valued passengers
with very bad food. Do the
concerned officials not under-
stand what kind of 'good will' it

may bring for the carrier of
national flag? Worse still,
instead of apologising they
were more eager to show it as
an isolated incident just like
the regular engine failure of the
old F-28. Meanwhile, our min-

ister has urged the not-
knowledgeable circle not to
make rash comments on F-28,
and the director of engineering
of Biman stopped short of
terming them blessed with
everlasting youth.

I think it is high time we
overhauled the whole manage-
ment and administrative sys-
tem and got rid of the ineffi-
cient and corrupt peaple.

Dhaka

L

"Your home is the sky" is the
theme of Biman, the national
flag carrier. However, the
actual situation is completely
different. Recently, they added
two faulty F-28 aireraft to their
fleet. The procurement depart-
ment was aware of the faults of
these aircraft. Nonetheless,
they bought these amid contro-
versy. So, why did they buy
these in the first place? People
have every right to know the
Answer.

Rafi

Dhaka
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I am amazed at Biman's expla-
nation for the purchase and
failure of its recently procured
F-28 planes. Just because the
budget was tight, there was no
reason to throw away the
money to buy these vintage:
aircraft. What kind of purchas-
ing reviews did the proposal go
through? Was a full technical
analysis done?

We would like to know what
kind of guarantee or warranty
was provided by the seller or
were these sold on 'asis' basis
without any warranty like scrap
material?

While Biman is famous for its
mismanagement of flights and
schedules, this episode also
attests to its technical and
financial incompetence and
irresponsibility.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion should open a probe to
find outwhat led to this poor
decision .

M Faruque
USA

As with most of your excellent
editorials, I could not help
agreeing with this one written
on July 12th (Tampering with
History). I think your call for
an immediate cessation of
this suicidal trend that the
BNP seems so adept in intro-
ducing to our politics at regu-
larintervalsisarightone, butl
guess the damage has already
been done, I really do not
know how the BNP can back-
track on this one. The AL has
already started setting into
motion what it is capable of;
using this un-political action
by the BNP to put a gridlock
on the country and the econ-
omy. With the AL having come
back to Parliament and with
the two major parties talking
on the ways to end the culture
of hartals, this act of the BNP
was highly injudicious from
the pointof timing.

However, now that the
damage is done, there is a lot
to be said about this matter of
proclamation of independ-
ence that has not thus far
been written correctly. While
the AL was in power, the inter-
pretation that it gave to this
important and critical phase
of our history was grossly one
sided where all credit was
given for everythingabout our
liberation to Bangabandhu
and by that token to the
Awami League. Bangabandhu
has been shown as the great
dreamer of our independence
movement, as the great archi-
tect who not only visualised
butled us through every stage
of this step-by-step move-
mentforindependence, start-
ing with the Language Move-
ment in 1952 to the move-
ments in the 60s; to the stu-
dents' upheaval in 1969 and
finally, to our war ofliberation
even though for the last
named stage he chose [or
himselfthe prison rather than
being with the people to fight
with them. It seems like he
was convinced that if he gave
a Declaration of Independ-
ence, that would be enough
for the people to fight and win
independence and he could
spend his time incarcerated.

The AL's presentation of
history is fictitious to say the
least; too wishy washy to
stand any real scrutiny. Just
for thought, Bangabandhu
was through out his political
life a nationalist while an
outspoken and charismatic
leader of the rights of the
people of East Pakistan. i

The truth of 1971 is that it
was a people's war where
leadlership was given by the
heroes like Major Zia, Khaled
Mosharaff and the rest who
fought with Bangabandhu as
the unquestioned leader, for
he gave us the courage to
demand ourrights.
Shahjahan Ahmed
Dhanmondi RA, Dhaka
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I was a 30 year old young man
when the Pakistan army
pounced on the people of East
Pakistan on the night of 25
March, 1971,

Massacre in Dhaka city
went on for two nights and
one day under the cover of
curfew. Curfew was relaxed
for a few hours on the morn-
ing of 27th March, '71. I went
out of my residence to do
some essential shopping. A
shopkeeper whispered to me
to go home and listen to
Chittagong Radio Station. [
came back and switched on
myradio to Chittagong. There
a young Major Ziaur Rahman
was fervently annouincing on
behalf of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman the
independence of Bangladesh
and pleadingto people of East
Pakistan to jain the war of
liberation. He also sought
recognition of Bangladesh
and help from friendly coun-
tries. I have heard these
announcements several
times and at no stage Major
Ziaur Rahman had omitted
the name of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The
sound still ring in my ears. In
1971, the history had
unfolded in front of my eyes
and many others of my age
group. Historians cannot bluff
us.

I feel deeply saddened to
see the history of Bangladesh
Liberation War being dis-
torted and a controversy on

the subject is raging since the
restoration of democracy. I
firmly believe people who
distort history can also distort
their own background. They
are no historians. A nation
that cannot write its history
correctly cannot move for-
ward. We are belittling our-
selves in the comity of
nations. It'sashame.
Ziauddin Ahmed

One-mail

Itshould not be a surprise that
the BNP is trying to distort the
true history of our Liberation
War. This cynical ploy is gaing
on for quite a long time.
Actually, this fight between
the Awami League and the
BNP regarding the Liberation
War has reached such a pro-
portion that one can write an
epicnovelon this subject.

Let's be very clear on one
issue, Distortion of history
was possible in pre historic
periods. In this world of com-
puters, internet, and free
information it is practically
impossible to distort history
for long. BNP might succeed
for some time but the truth
will remain somewhere hid-
den and it will come out. True
distortion of history happens
when one fact of life could be
erased forever from the face of
the earth. Is it really possible
these days? Think 500 years
from now. Da you really think
whatever the BNP is doing to
make Ziaur Rahman, a Major
in the army at that time, the
true hero of our Liberation
War will succeed? Some-
where, in some place the fact
that Sheikh Mujib is the true
hero will be kept and that fact
will berestored.

I believe that Internet has
made life for those plotters
difficult. Once something is
added on the Internet, none
has the power to completely
destroy that. As [ believe
Internet will, in some form or
another, be part of human
civilisation from now on, no
true history can be destroyed.
The lesson of saying all these
is for the BNP to stop doing
whatitis doing.

Bangladesh is a story of
failure and will always remain
like this. [tisno argument that
give Bangladesh 200 years and
it will become another US, Ifa
nation cannot figure out its
true history of birth even after
30 years of existence, no
amount of years will suffice.
What's the implication of
challenging someone's
father?

I must say at the end that [
don't believe in calling some-
one Father of the Nation, but
have no problem in calling
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman areal
hero of our Liberation War.
Zia'sstory begins much later.
Nayeem Mano
Lubbock, US
The AL is levelling allegations
against the ruling party that it
is trying to rewrite the history
by naming the late president
Zia as declarer of independ-
ence, sidelining the role of Sk.

Mujib. The Liberation war is a
watershed in the history of
Bangladesh and there are
people who truly feel the
significance and importance
of this event. Itis also true that
the overuse of this issue on
political ground and
uncountable allegations and
counter allegations has made
the new generation repulsive
to it. In fact, they are more
interested about a V[ in MTV
than the role of a leader dur-
ing the liberation war, as there
is BNP version and an AL
version of it. Japan was rav-
aged by the World War-II.
Today it has become an eco-
nomic superpower and look
eye to eye to its former adver-
Sary.

Will we go on harping on
those old issues orlearnsome-
thing from Japan?

Sumon

Dhaka

The ruling alliance doesn't
recognise him as the father of
the nation but still Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman is undoubt-
edly the architect of inde-
pendent Bangladesh. He has
been selected as the greatest
Bengalee of all times by the
majority of the BBC audience.
His contribution for this coun-
try can never be undermined.
History of Bangladesh with-
out the name of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman is simply
unthinkable.

But some of his deeds and
decisions after the liberation
war must have invited wide-
spread criticism. Most devas-
tating was his decision (o
award amnesty to all war
criminals. The families of
those who were abducted and
killed by those rajakars could
not accept it. The kids and
relatives of those martyrs now
question as to who authorised
Sheikh Shaheb to forgive
them? Since none of his family
members or relatives were in
the victims list, our leader
could not probably read the
depth of the wounds that was
being carried by millions of
people. To add to our misery,
those rajakars were rehabili-
tated.

Thirty-three years after the
liberation war, sitting in the
heaven looking down toward
his dearest motherland what
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
finds? What is the state of his
country now? Can he recog-
nise that white bearded gen-
tleman through the glass of a
posh car with a national flag
flattering on the car's flag
stand? How does he feel when
fundamentalists give out
death warrants to teachers of
Dhaka university? How he
feels about the Robin Hood
biscope of so-called Bangla
Bhai? How did he feel
when his daughter went to get
a few drops of blessings
fromuthe then Amir of the
Jamaat " for the election, after
the fall 6f the autocratic gov-
ernment?,

Romeo Ahmed
Central Road, Dhanmonli,
Dhaka
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