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SHAHADAT HOSSAIN RIAD
Kindergarten (KG) Schonls have
mushroomed in the port city of
Chittagong and its adjoining
areas mainly for business pur-
poses.

The growth of KG schools was
due to inadequate number of
government primary schools and
shortage of seats in the city of 40
lakh people,

* There are 156 government
primary: schools, 15 registered
primaty schools and 27 commu-
nity,ﬁcht)olsm'lhe city, according
to the district Primary Education
Department. Around 2 lakh stu-
dents study in these schools.
Around 70,000 children become
eligible to admit themselves to
orientation classes a year. But,
these institutions have a capacity to
accommodateonly40,000ayear.

Shortage of government
schools resulted in the mush-
rooming of KG schools in the city
totakethe advantage of earninga
greatdeal of money, sources said.

These schools have no affilia-
tion with the education depart-
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ment. They are running without

anyregistration.

Most of the schools sit in
rented tiny buildings at every
corner ofthecity.

The number of KG schools in
the city is over 150, education
office sources said. Though the
number is more than that of the
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nessis being expanded daybyday,

Syeda Sanjida Tasnim, a
guardian, said, "The expenditure
of education, including admis-
sion fee, tuition fee, dress fee and
othermaterials are very high."

"I have paid Tk 1200 for admis-
sion of my child in KG-1. Apart
from it, I paid Tk 150 as monthly

The KG schools have no affiliation with the

education department. They are running with-

out any registration. Most of them sit in
rented tiny buildings. The number of KG
schools inthe city is over 150

goveriiment statistics. Only 22
have registrations. Thousands of
children cannot appear in the
junior scholarship examinations
as these schools run without any
registration.

Besides, there is no govern-
mentsupervision onthe schools.

The profitable education busi-

fee, Tk 60 for examination, Tk 50
forsports, Tk 50 for library and Tk
50forscouts," sheadded.
Financial stability of guardians
is considered as the lone qualifica-
tion for admission of their kids in
some reputed school, sourcessaid.
The KG schools do not follow
integrated syllabus. They have

their respective syllabus prepared
by theschoolauthorities. But, most
of them follow some textbooks
including Bengali and
Mathematics that are taughtin the
governmentprimaryschools.

Students of the government
primary schools get all books free
of cost while the KG schools pur-
chase those from black markets
ignoring the government direc-
tive. Later, the KG school authori-
ties sell those to their students at
high rate, sources said. The
Ministry of Primary and Mass
Education directed the authori-
ties not to provide any govern-
ment primary textbooks to the
KGschools.

The students cram into the
congested classrooms at the KG
schools. Most of them have no
playgrounds.

An education officer seeking
anonymitytold thiscorrespondent
that nothing happens in the KG
schools except business. "Govermn-
ment should impose restriction on
setting up of KG schools and for-
mulate a policy on it to ensure
qualityeducation,” headded:

The kids
appear all
smiles as they
are among the
few luckiest
children who
succeeded in
getting

of the leading
kindergarten
schools, The
pictures were
taken from AG
Church School
at Jamal Khan
in the city.
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Human chain demanding sdfe road

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A 45km human chain, the ever longest of its
kind in the district as well as in the country,
was formed on the Dhaka-Chittagong road
at Sitakunda here on Saturday demanding
""saferoads”.

Around 40,000 people from all walks of
life  participated in the human chain
stretching from city end of Sitakunda
upazila at City Gate area to Mirersarai end at
Darogarhatdefyingrains.

Nirapad' Sarak Bastabayan Committee
convenor actor Ilias Kanchon, BNP law-
maker. Engineer LK Siddiqui, former AL
lawmaker Abul Kasem Master, Sitakunda
Municipality Chairman Abul Kalam Azad
and Upazila Nirbahi Officer Mohibul Haq
participated in the programme that started
at10.30am.

Sitakunda Upazila Parishad organised
the human chain to create awareness about
theroad accidents amongthe people,

During the human chain street rallies
were held at Barobkunda, Banshbaria,
Kumira, Baroaulia, Bhatiary, Faujderhat

Female students of local schools joined in the 45-km human chain on the Dhaka-Chittagong  and City Gate areas of Sitakunda, an acci-

road spontaneously.

dent prone part of Dhaka-Chittagong road.

CPA pla
exercise once in 3 months

NURUL ALAM

Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
will hold mock security exercise
by creating an artificial crime
scenario inside the protected
areas once in three months,

The plan was taken to alert
the port personnel on how to
combat terrorist attacks on ships
and port facilities, officials said.

CPA took the plan to imple-
ment the International Ship and
Port Facility Security (ISPS) code
at Chittagong port from July 1 to
comply with the order of
International Maritime
Organisation (IMO), they
added.

Against the backdrop of Twin
Tower incident of September 11,
2001, IMO ordered all the ports.
of its member countries across
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the world to implement ISPS
code with a view to enhancing
security measures for port facili-
ties and ships engaged in mari-
time trade.

Kamrul Hossain, member
(Operation) of the CPA, said,
"We have taken a lot of precau-
tions now from security point of
view at the port to ensure imple-
mentation of ISPS code from
July 1. We mmaintain a restriction
with check-lists at all the jetty
gates and keep watch over the
ocean-going vessels which call
here and even check the visitors
into the ships".

"We do not allow dny trans-
port to stay near the vessels
anchored at the jetty berths,"
Kamrul, also convenor of ISPS
code implementation commit-
tee of Chittagong port, said. "We

s mock securi

are trying to procure some
modern logistics including
vessel identification equipment
and video camera system, to
step up surveillance over the
port area," he said. :

"So in order to keep our
people involved in the port
operation, alertand aware we

-have planned to organise mock

security exercise at different
points of the port just to ascer-
tain their preparedness to com-
bat crimes,"” he said.

"We want to see through
mock exercise how the people
concerned react to face in case

of any terrorist attack here. Ifwe

find any lapse we will do our
best to correct and improve the
preparedness,” Kammul added.
"During mock show we will
create scenario to match possi-
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Quilding; he added.

ble nature af terrorist acts
occurring in the country,” he
said. "We have organised sucha
mockexercise at the baggage
shed of Chittagong port on June
30 creating an artificial scenario
- of bomb scare.”
"We observed reaction of the
* people concerned at the bag-
gage shed and would hold such
a programme at least once in
three months here.”

Sarwar Shahid, Director
(Security) at Chittagong port,
said, "I acted as the Director
General of Shipping at June 30
mock show and observed reac-
tion of the port peo ple during
the bomb scare."

"We need more mock shows
here to create full awareness

. about security measiires in case
of terrorist acts,” he said.
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