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SNAPS

45 charged for
snatching police

arms
A CORESPONDENT, Bhola

A case has been filed againsl 45
paople of Anjurhat village in
Charfassion for alleged snalching of
firearms during Sunday's clash with
palice canring torture of a school boy
by the law enforcers. The firearms— a
short qun, & riffle and 40 bullels— were
latar racavared from Char Kolmi village
in Charmanika union in an abandoned
condition, police said. When contacted
on Monday, Bhala Police Stperinte-
ndent Moliur Rahman said alleged
tarture of school bay Kabir by AS| Zakir
Hossain |s being probed and action will
ba taken if he s found guilty.

Fugitive held

Our CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Police have arrested a fugitive -
Hedayetul Islam, 26, allas Disku
Khalifa, - from Bonorupa area ir the
town. He was (ried [n absentia and
sentenced lo two years Rl under the
Drug Control Act, police sald
yesterday.

Two drown in
floodwater

Our CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

A school boy and a young man
drowned in floodwater in Kaptal and
Kawkhall upazilas recently. Kaplai
palice said Shohag, 11, drowned near
Kaptal lake during a downpour on
Salurday. Kawkhall police sald Milon,
25, drowned (n a hilly river in
Rangepara in Kawkhali while harding
catfle home. His body was [ater
recovered.

Father stabbed to
death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshalii

A father was stabbed to death by his
son following a family dispute at
\Daudpurr village of Bargachhi union in
Paba upazila here on Sunday. The
dead is Mantu Sarker, 45. Mantu was
stabbed by his son Suman Sarkar, 20,
for selling Sumon's fumniture worth Tk
6,000 at only 1,500 taka to meet the
exigencies. He died at the Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital (RMCH).
Mantu's brother Ranjit Sarker filed a
case with Paba police accusing
Sumon. i

Floodgate kept open
to corruption?

Floods recur but Khwai project not completed
in 28 years: Tk 65 cr spent so far

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The Khowai river project in border-

ing Habiganj district could not be
completed in 28 years despite
spending Tk 65 crore and huge a
quantityofwheat.

Floods come with havoc almost
every year due to overflow of the
river or breach in its embankments
at several points, but the authorities
have lots of excuses for ‘non-
completion of the project in 50 long
a time. But experts and other
sources say untimely allocation of
funds and corruption are the main
causes. On the other hand, the
project costis rising everyyear.

The project work was started in
1976 and was supposed to be com-
pletedin 1983.

Arevised scheme was takenup in
1995-96 financial vear with a budget
ofTk72 crore.

The project includes construc-

- Afathertakes histwo sons to asafer place as theirhouse is Inur;ldaled. The bh oto was taken from Sariakandi inBogra on Mon-day".

tion of 78 mile protection embank-
ment on both banks of the river and
protection wall at six points, loop
cutting and construction of cross
dam at six points, reconstruction of
railway and road bridges in
Shayestaganj, construction of two
outlet drains and pump stations, re-
excavation of 65 mile channeland 37
milefrrigation drain.

In the last 28 years, reconstruc-
tion of 93 km flood control embank-
ment, 36 km submersible embank-
ment, loop cutting at eight points,
construction of two sluice gates and
28 irrigation structures were com-
pleted. Concrete blocks and boul-
ders were dumped at places to
protectriverbanks, Besides the main
Khwai project, the Asian
Development Bank provided Tk
16'53 crore for the Second
(Habiganj) Town Co-ordinated
Flood Protection Project. The
amount was spent for protection of

riverbanks with boulders at places
and other retention works. The work
continuedtill 2000.

The project was designed to
irrigate 16,000 acres and protect
another 63,000 acres from floods to
produce additional 14,000 tonnes of
food grains. In the current fiscal
(2004-2005), Tk 2.7 crore has been
sanctioned.

The sourcessaid atleast 22 points
on both the banks of the river from
Bulla of Chunarughat upazila to
Habiganj town are now threatened
with erosion.

Habiganj district suffered from
serious {looding last month due to
non-completion of the project.

If constructed, the embankment
on both sides of the river from Balla
border to Sujatpur union of
Banlachang upazila could be used as
road, which would greatly contrib-
uteto development of the area.

2 killed, 62 hurt
in Rangamati
road mishap

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamaiti |

Two persons were killed and 62
injured, 10 of them seriously, when
an over loaded bus [ell into a road-
side ditch at Jamtoli in Rajostholi
upazila yesterday morning.

The bus [ell about 60 feet below
when the driver lost contral when it
reached Jamtoli, 5 km from the
upazila headquarters.

_ The dead are Mridu Marma, 32
and Md [brahim, 25, Sub Inspector
(8I) Shafiqul Gani of Rajestholi
thana told the Daily Star

Of the injured, 10 were taken to
the upazila health complexand later
shifted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

Others were admitted to
Chandraghuna Mission Hospital
and the upazila health complex,
sourcessaid.

Rajostholi UdeI[EI. Nirbahi
Officer Jahurul Huque rush to the
spot immediately after the accident
and supervised the rescue opera-
tion.

Deputy Commissioner Dr Jafar
Ahmed Khan donated Tk 20000 for
treatment of injured persons,
sourcesat the DC's office said.
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'Implement uplitt schemes

in hills at any cost'

Moniswapan warns officials at DCC meeting

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamari

Government officials will not be
spare if found violating higher
authorities' directives or negligent
to duties, Deputy Minister for
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) Affairs
Moniswapan Dewan said at a meet-
ing of the District Co-ordination
Committee (DCC) here on Sunday.

"You all have to work at any cost
to enhance country's image and
promote socio-economic develop-
ment, particularly in the hilly
region”, he said.

"I just conveyed the message

fromthe Prime Minister".

Presided over by Rangamati Hill
District Council (RHDC) Chairman
Dr Maniklal Dewan, the meeting
was attended by Deputy
Commissioner Dr Jafar Ahmed
Khan, Police Superintendent
Humayun Kabir, Conservator of
Forest (Rangamati Region) Md
Musharaf Hossain, Rangamati
Municipalty Chairman Habibur
Rahman and top officials from
government departments, non-
government organization (NGO),
autonomy bodies and semi-
government organizations, All the

10 Upazila Nirbahee Officers and
Officers-in- Charge (OCs) of all 11
thanas attended the meeting.

Moniswapan also asked officials
to arrest criminals irrespective of
their party affiliations to curb crime,
meeting sources said.

He urged the officials of NGOS.
autonomous and semi-government
organizations to co-operate in
implementing development
programmes.

Sources said this was the first
DCC meeting in several months
where all officials concerned were
present.

Healthy seeds will
produce Tk 3,000 cr
more paddy

Joint research by IRRI, BARI,

BRDA reveals

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Hogra

Bangladeshi farmers can produce
additional paddyworthTk3,000 cr by
using healthyseeds.

Bogra Rural Development
Academy (BRDA) deputy director
and scientist AKM Zakaria told this
at a press conference held at the
academyauditorium here recently.

The press conference was held
after a research jointly conducted by
the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI), Bangladesh Rich
Research Institute (BRRI) and BRDA
under DFID-funded four-year "Seed

Health Improvement Sub-Project”

atMariavillage here.

Zakaria stressed on training of
rural women about collection and
preservation of healthy seeds.
Because, he said usually rural
women all over the country are
engaged inharvestingpaddy. |

The simple method would
reduce attack of insects and growth
of unwanted plants by increasing 15
per cent more paddy production,
aceording to the research repart.

Use of healthy seeds would
reduce the eultivation cost by 30 per
cent, the reportsaid.

The report said that 95 per cent
healthy seeds can be produced

locally if housewives are trained |

with six traditional methods includ-
ing collection of fresh paddysheaf.
Measures should also be taken to
weed out the paddy feld, clean the
seeds, preserve and store seeds by
mixingwith 'neem’ leaves.

Life for five
killers in
Tangail

A CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A court here on Thursday sentenced

five killers to life termimprisonment.

The convicts are Fazlul Haque,
Sanowar, Shaheen, Horesh and Jewel
Rana of Kara village in Madhupur
upazila.

District and Sessions Judge
Aftabuddin also fined them each Tk
10,000, in default, to suffer six
months moreinprison.

. The convicts killed Jewel, a stu-
dent of Dhanbari Degree College on
May 29, 2000.

Complainant
abducted by
accused in
Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sarkhira

A woman complainant was 'ab-
ducted' by the accused on Sunday
for filing a case at a court here
under Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act.

The victim is Shahnaz Khatun,
26, wife of Daud Ali, police said to
this correspondent.

Shahnaz filed the case in
September, 2003 accusing
Manirul Islam, 32, son of Alamgir
Gazi and Mofizul [slam, 30, son of
Rahim Gazi of Jugikhali village in
Kalaroa upazila for torturing her
after failing to make illicit love
with her.

On the fateful day, a group of
miscreants led by Manirul and
Mofizul attacked Daud Ali's house
at the aforementioned village and
abducted Shahnaz. As a result, she
could not appear before the court
on the fixed date of trial. Since
then Shahnazwas missing.

During the attack, Daud Aliwas
injured seriously by the abduc-
tors as he resisted them. He was
shifted to Kalaroa hospital in a
serious condition.

The court issued warrant of
arrestagainst the accused.

UP chairman sued
for extortion

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sathira

A Union Parishad chairman and
ruling party leader has been sued for
extortion.

Abdul Aziz of Jugi Khali village in
Kalaroa upazila filed a case with
Kalaroa thana against Jugi Khali
Unjon Parishad Chairman and
Kalaroa thana BNP vice-president
Rabiul [slam, police said.

According to the FIR, a group of
miscreants led by Rabiul [slam went
to the house of Abdul Aziz on
Saturday night and demanded a toll
of Tk 20,000. They also threatened
himto pay the amount on Sunday.

On Sunday, Rabiul sent one Ziad
Ali to Aziz to collect the money. But
Azizrefused to pay.

Inthe evening, Rabiul called Aziz
to Jugi Khali Bazar. As he reached
there, the UP chairman and some
othersbeathim.

They also beat Aziz's his brother
Abdul Mannan, Abdul Latif and
some others who tried to rescue
him. Abdul Aziz was taken to
Kalaroa hospital in a serious condi-
tion,

Mentionably, a leader of out-
lawed Purbo Banglar Communist
Party--Abdul Gaffar-- was arrested
from Rabiul's house on April 17.

Habiganj-

Sylhet bus

strike from today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

-Buses and ninibuses on Habiganj-

Sylhet route will again top plying
from today for an indefinite period
protesting alleged harassment of
transport workers by colleagues in
Moulvibazar.

This was announced by leaders
of Hahiganj Sarak Paribahan Malik
Sramik Oikya Parishad at a press
conference held at Habiganj Press
Clubon Sunday.

The leaders demanded immedi-
ate arrest of alleged criminal [smail
and his accomplices in Moulvibazar
town and security of vehicles plying
the route through Moulvibazar
town, The Parishad's General
Secretary Sajib Ali read out a written
statement at the press conference.
Its president Md Fazlur Rahman
Chowdhury, former chairman of
Habiganj Pourashava Shahid
Chowdhury and general secretary of
Bus Malik Samity Shafiqur Rahman
Chowdhury were also present. They
said bus service in the route was
stoppedonJuly5 following attackon
some transport workers and leaders
from Habiganjin Moulvibazar town.

It resumed on July 10 after a
meeting with the ‘Deputy
Commissioner and the Police
Superintendent-in-charge of
Habiganj on July 9. But the harass-
mentcontinued unabated. -

They said they will not allow
buses from other districts to ply
through Habiganj, They alleged that
in recent days, sevetal vehicles from
Habiganj were damaged and waorl-
ers assaulted by some drivers and
workers in Moulvibazar,

The matter was brought to the
notice of Moulvibazar district

administration, but to no effect,
they alleged.

Transport leaders of Moulvibazar
when contacted refuted all the
allegation. Buses from Habiganj do
not maintain timetable and stop at
unscheduled places, they claimed.

The matter was discussed at a
meeting of the Sylhet Division Law
and Order Commitiee on July 7,
where Divisional Commissioner
Abdus Salam Khan requested
Habiganj and Moulvibazar district
administrations to settle the dis-
pute,

3 highwaymen
arrested in Feni

A CORRESPONDENT, Feni

Three highwaymen were caught by
people and handed over to Feni
police after a good beating in
Fatahpur rail crossing area near the
townon Saturday.

The arrested are Kamrul,26, son
of Alal Hossain of Kasinathpur in
Bera thana, Pabna, Sariful Islam, 25
son of Monir Hossain of
Nagarbarigat in Sujanagar thana of
the same district and Faruq of
Nandanpur in Laxmipur Sacdar.

The highwaymen were fleeing
with booty after committing a bus
dacoity in a Dhaka-bound passen-
ger bus, according to police and
local people, The passengers raised
ahueandcry.

Hearing their cries, local people
rushed there and caught three of
therm.

VAT: Rajshahi traders declare
month-long protest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A month-long agitation programme
was declared by Rajshahi Traders'
Allied Council (RTAC) on Sunday
demanding withdrawal of newly-
imposed VAT on traders and supply
ofnatural gas to Rajshahi.

Leaders of RTAC, an alliance of 32
trade bodies here announced the
programme atapress conference held
atitsofficeatShaheb Bazaarinthe city.

The programme includs a half-
day strike on August 22, four-hour
hunger strike throughout the dis-
trict on July 27 and formation of a
human chain at the Zero point on
August 14,

Besides, meetings and proces-
sions will be held at every hat and
bazaar in the district from July 17,
submission of memorandum to
prime ministerand finance minister
through local authorities on July 20
and holding a public meeting at

Sheheb Bazaar on August 7.

RTAC general secretary Farid
Mamud Hasan read out a written
statement in the press conference
where RTAC president Mosharraf
Hossain Akhunjee, advisor Ziaur
Rahman were present, amongothers.

The traders termed Rajshahi as
an under- developed and neglected
city where no industry was set up
since independence and 90 per cent
oflocal traders are indebt.

"In such asituation, fresh VAT isa
burden tous (traders)",

"VAT are usually paid when
products are purchased from pro-
ducers and importers. But illogical
imposition of VAT will enhance
product prices beyond buyers'
capacity also affecting traders,”" the
statement said.

"Supply of natural gas to
Rajshahi through pipeline is a must
for the region's socio-economic
development and expansion of

business by setting up of newindus-
tries," the statement added.

20 hurt as ICS,
Chhatra Samaj
clash in Bhola

A CORESPONDENT, Bhola

Atleast 20 students were injured in a
clash between activists of Jatio
Chatra Samaj, student front of Jatiya
Party and [slami Chhatra Shibir
(ICS), a wing of Jamaat-e-Islami, at
Bhola Colle on Monday:.

Sources said the clash broke as
both the student hodies brought out
processions onthecampus.

After the clash, Principal Tajul
Islam called a meeting of teachers
and students, which suspended all
political activities an the campus till
July22, the sourcessaid.
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