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The political world inspires French cartoonists

ANNIK BIANCHINI built between 1722 and 1728 on a . inspiring reception rooms of the  the eventful history of the nine- ribbon (his badge of office), blames  the target of Plantu's caustic draw-  fast and with incredible skill. This  to be drawn mmedlataly,m the
T piece of land bought by the Duchess  Palais Bourbon with its stately teenth century through his litho-  his wife for wanting to take up poli-  ings. Teachers and friends gave him  is no doubt how he has examined  paperinorderto besﬂdﬂfndom" he
P OLITICAL cartoonists are on ~ of Bourbon in the ‘style of the chandeliers and wonderful painted  graphs and sculptures. His social tics and shouts angrily. "She cannot  this nickname at his school, the and dissected the Fifth Republic, adds.
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show at the Palais Bourbon, TrianoninVersailles. ceilings. The cartoonists sketched  and political involvement was  evenwrite false invoices!” Members  Lycée Henri [Vin Paris, in the sixties  de Gaulle, Pompidou, Giscard Readers and spectaturs enjuyed
the seat of the French The President of the National the daily life in Parliament ranging admirable. In addition to their of Parliament in summer clothes as they found his real name, Jean d'Estaing, Mitterand and Chirac the amusing and cruel story of
National Assembly. Six cartoonists  Assembly Jean Louis Debré invited  from the ushers (civil servants who  meaning Daumier's prints reveal have turned the Assembly into a  Plantureuy, rather dull. A quarter of  for the last forty years. He has political life. Besides, for many of
invited by the President of the six cartoonists, Boll, Cabu, Calvi, play a major role as a link between  histremendous talentas acartoon-  holiday beach while the Republic,  acentury later, practically everyday  sketched them all, presidents and  them it was a passport allowing

National Assembly Pétillon, Plantu and Wiaz for the elected members and their col- istbythevigourand accuracyofhis  an attractive young woman bearing  President Chirac had to putupwith  ministers, them to enter the inner sanctum of
sketched the actors of political life.  occasion. They strolled around the  leagues) to extremely controversial  style, the wide range of light and  aPhrygian capstrollsamong them. his head represented in the shape of " Since 1993 when he joined the the Republic. Whereas we can con-
As a result, 200 drawings and some  corridors of the Palais Bourbon fora . topical issues such as the debate shade effects and ﬁis remarkable This is a veiled reference to the  a triangle shedding a drop of sweat  satirical weekly "Le Canard gratulate our deputies for their
40 full size profiles were exhibited. few weeks in order to make a few about the bill concerning secular-  use oflight. "35 hour week" (in order to create on the front page of "le Monde”. Enchdiné” Pétillon's sense of humour, the cartoons that reveal
Some of these sketches were very hitherto unpublished drawings. ism inschools or the bill relating to The cartoonist Calvisuggested to  jobs the previous governmentchose  “The chief editor tells me that he humour has remained unchanged.  themare often very relevant regard-
relevant as regards the frequently  Their seathing pencils did not put  education as well as the disputes  the President of the National to introduce a shorter 35-hour complains about this drop but [ He draws with such ease that he ing some fierce aspécts of political
fierce off the President of the Assembly: It | that regularly occur in the Palais Assembly that an exhibition take working week). Two friends burst  don't always add it. It refers to his rouses laughter at unexpected life but they also express a certain
behaviour of the political world but ~ was an informal way of using self-  Bourbon. place for the members of outlaughing in front of cartoons of irritable nature.” Plantuconfesses. moments. His press cartoons allow amount of sensitivity behind the
thereisalsoasense of humouranda  mockery and making the represen- For a long time Parliament was  Parliament. J[ean Louis Debréagreed  the Prime Minister. Jean Louls As for Cabu he laughs at every- him to grasp the feel of current criticism. A free press is one of the
certainamountofsensitivity behind ~ tatives of the Nation look more the main source of inspiration for  on condition that it should be Debré is not spared, standing with  thing. Helaughs athimself, atillness  events. Heshuts himselfup for three  essential elements of a demaoeratic
thecriticism. Justforonce, the Palais  humane, As a result 200 drawings political cartoonists, Henri organisedbyseveral cartoonistsand  his chest puffed out between two  andeven people he loves. days at newspaper's headquarters, society. In many cases a sense of
Bourbon opened its doors to politi-  (most of them unpublished butalso  Daumier (1808-1879) who owed his  open to the public. Itis a great nov-  rows of Republican guards (a cere- With a childish smile and his from Sunday to Tuesday evening, humourand political awareness are

cal cartoonists full of humour and  sketches that had already appeared  fame to his political sketches was  elty in the subdued atmosphere of  monial corps whose dutyisto escort  head slightly tilted to the left, he closing day. He listens to the radio  oneand thesame,
inspiration; The Palais Bourbon, the in print] and about 40 full-size certainly one of their forerunners. the Palais Bourbon. "That is quite  officials on state occasions)."It is takes a felt pen and a sketchbook and reads all the newspapers. "Un-
seat of the National Assembly, was  profiles were exhibited in the awe- He enjoyed castinga critical eye on  natural! Calvi exclaimed, "Cartoon-  good to make fun of the establish;  and puts them on hislap. He draws  like acomicstripa presscartoonhas  Wabsite www.assemblee-nationale.fr
ists havealways promoted politi- = ment within the establishment. It Is
ciansforonceitwillbe theotherway  an excellent exhibition showing that

round.” politicians have a good sense of
$ CIL . o A French Member of Parliament ~ humour," astudent points out.
Heartlest FGIICItatIOHS on the " wearing his red white and blue . Many a head of state have been
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Fert, an NGO lends || 0w Dedicat
a helpmg hand to . lee
farmers Bl

PASCALE BARLET

I 1 ERT started in 1981. It is a French organization specialised in giving Your dOCtor S
help to farms in developing countries. The interesting point is that it 4
deals with problems not only from a technical point of view but has Prescnptlon aﬁes

alsoahuman and cultural approach.

In developing countries, the economy mainly depends on agriculture. e e

However, the farmers are not always aware of the type of rechnical and com- Over the years, Squm Pharmaceuticals has hl"‘-}]'llgh—t to

mereial tools that could help them to improve their farms. In 1981 a few health sector innovations driven by its unconditional

French large farm managers who were anxious to help future trading part-

ners decided to create an association called FERT {Association for the devel- advanced tﬂChllﬂlﬂgY Iﬂlmducmg novel dﬂlg dBE!YCl'Y

opmentand revival of the land) an international cooperation whose aim is to i

support groups of farmers for a period of time until they become technically camprehenswe SRERS of leadmg healthcare products have be

and financially independent. Mr Michel Michel Mollard, the director, Square Pharmaceutical's 5pei:lalty. An achievement that has all'ﬂﬂ.d]’

explains his approach "it concerns countries that are in debt but we are
confident in the long-term possibilities and believe that we will be able to
initiate relations such asacting as consultants”,

Therefore, the field tests started in 1984. At the time, they realised that

been attested by the members of medical profession.

humanitarian aid during the preceding mremy-ﬁvigcan had been more Square Pharmaceuticals has developed quite a few sustained and
technical than humane, "Itis no use explaining to an African how to prune an L ’ et
. apple tree if you have not tried to establish his real needs, his working condi- timed-release dosafge {crm.sl. Now ?'le iR iaqkmg even further ahead,
tions and his life style beforehand. We are more concerned by men than by towards newer horizons of innovations to b[’lng a new wave of next
their techniques, it is another timescale and you have to be very patient”. : - 0
Today more than fifteen countries throughout theworld receive this aid. generation formulations to offer more versatile and dependable
Among them are Albania, Brazil, Bulgaria, Romania and Egypt as well as : : 7 : 3
Madagascar, oneofthe first countries where FERT was involved. Opsibie for better dmg Senip liance and effective dmg delwery.
In Madagascar, 75% of the population is rural and 62% of the active papula-
tion work on farms. :\;,n:nlturu is the maineconomic sector it accounts for s : : s . Necki o
27% of the GDPand is the main source of currency through the export of raw Our strcugth 15 our hlghl)f pmfessmnal, dedicated, innovative and
' andconverted agricultural goods. However the farming investments are very enterprising team who share our dream to achieve advanced, superior,
low, less than 19 of the annual prodution and less than 3% of the farmers are - i #
in contact with genuine financial advisers whereas specialists consider that state-of-the art technology. Our story is about going further and
one third of the families living on farms are in debt. v » 2 % Sl .
y P | .On this island, the first activities that FERT organised with the farmers rcfuh'mg hlghm” FENEF SIowmg down, never hmﬂdmg still and a!wﬂyh
e . (/‘/"‘ AP A A 5 |5 . é ; were (inancing plans that proved (o be essential in helping family farms to [hmklng forward. £ .
1mar : 'E buy the necessary equipment, improve woskingeonditions and increase thiew e fessesse i i - aA——— bt S g I————
Qgﬂ‘ ImaJ e Inkj et PI' lntlng, F I' aﬂce output. Within the FIFATA (FikambananaFampivoarana ny Tantsalha mean- 316 ' B
ingAssociation for the advancement of farmers) established with the help of Come join us in ourjuurney to newer horizons ;
T’ l d ::ER’I'. cra;dll LermE wﬂl: rnudgJ :L\'a]iinbie through the setting up of village ! .
¢ I8 ; M oans and savings banks providing local and accessible services for farmers :
ie teaders in ChECklng co”nte'fe‘“"g of a"y P T OduCt thanks to decentralised management. This innovative experience aroused
L interest from the Malagasy Government and sponsors who backed FIFATA | | = ¢
Bangladesh Distributor : and FERT by creating and organising the CECAM network (a cooperative
8 g ganising p
EE S . E . L d i agricultural and financial institution). (Abridged) 1)
13, Dilkush c:;l\l 9;(‘2?1 nghl lze?rs : fadlesh C SQUARE \@W
; lp hus a 4 (6 oor), Dhaka-1000, Banglades Lille - Europ ean PHARMACEUTICALS LTD,
Phones: 9566729, 9550548 Fax : 9563703 ; Dedltealect losidvanced: Techetolog’ |
e-mail: sincos@bol-online.com, gatl@bol-online.com Capltal Of Cl]ltl]l'e _
P : peteney ot CONTINUED FROM PAGE B tion on "Matisse and textile colour”. = _e RSN o LT
_ cancerning Picasso and Rembrandt, Lille Opera house, closed for 5
S e : the circus as regards Chagalland the  years, celebrates its reopening after

industrial world with Fernand its renovation. [t will present operas, |

L]
Léger). Bellries are square towers  hallets and concerts. The Lille |
C o1 g1 atulatlo DS || o in ordor o ot s Noomr Gt and s conde ToTaLGcaz
against plunderers in the Middle (or will perform in 11 towns. The
Ages,. Visitors who usually have no  programme is based on nine

2
opportunity of going (o museums  ableaux including the complete
On will discover masterpieces from  symphonies and concertos of

national and regional museums  Heethoven with in addition some
(paintings, sculptureand decorative  recitals and chamber musie,

art) The programme of artistic On the stage Shakespeare will be
events for Lille 2004 is more classical i the limelight and many compa-

fnl o but also very diverse, divided into  njes from other countries will per-
e atlon _ a 0 I‘aIlce three "seasons”. The exhibitions in  form. Bartabas has brought back
T particular will be of great interestas  from Tibet the idea for a new show

" there are so many big museums in performed by the Zingaro

the area. The highlight will be a  Equestrian Company. Not forgetting

™wi t ﬁ cO mp [Z memn t LY Of retrospective Rubens exhibition at  the circus and street arts such as the

the Palais de Beaux Arts (Lille Fine  wraditional giants, symbols of the
Arts Museumn). Atwin exhibitionwill  North of France who have organised

for Commercial
& Industrial use

take place in Antwerp the birthplace  a "giant” meeting, gathering their
AIR FRANCE of Rubens, a painter who was so  "colleagues" fmmng%[gium, BChim,
deeply rooted in the history of Japan, the United Kingdom and
,///I Flanders, Major historical figures even Mexico, rivalling with the
from the North such as Antoine popular Dunkirk Carnival.
Wartteau will be evoked in The third season will be devoted

Valenciennes and the Matisse to architecture and design. All dur- = i = 1 i i i
Museumn in Cateau Cambrésis will  ing the year schaolch;glrrilren and e DOMESTIC USE COOklng’ hOt water gE){SEI'S, |r0n|ng, llghtlﬂg

present the "Groupe Vouloir”, an  teachers will think about what the ® COMMERCIAL USE — Hotels restaurants. schools CO”EgES power
avant-garde movement that started  Ideal Citylookslike. g s ; ;

s N \ in Lillein 1925 and finally an exhibi-  Website: www.il22004.com gen erat ion

. 5 “ ® INDUSTRIAL USE - Glass, ceramic, metal, aerosols, food, textiles &
Architects highlight the | s

. French cultural heritage |[*
PR coTu mousages - whol hisory o the rsordon : TOTALGAZ is the reglstered brand name of TDTAL SkE_ranee
historic buildings and areas were ll?lfrn :111;.5 implg‘;‘l{ér{:&ﬁ bort]‘:sf;?fgi" _ ""the 4th lal'gest 0“& Gas gl“oup iﬂ the Wol'ld H -h

implemented in Syria in 2003 at the  tional techniques and the latest
start of the new academic year, in  gnes with earthquake-proof rein-
Tunis a course concerning the forcements thanks to a metal frame-
Maghreb (Algeria, Tunisia and  work bored into the stonework”. At
Moroceo) has been taking place  present there are missions in
since 1994 for Tunisian, Morocean  [jthuania, India and Angkor where
and Algerian architects. A partner- young Cambodian architects are
ship with the National Institute for  trained and supervised for the
Mcmun]cm:i and Culture in Sofia preservation of the Khmer artistic
(Bulgaria) has been working since  heritage. "It consists in passing on
2002and other projectsareinprepa-  expertise, The more experience the
ration. architects have the more efficient

Exchanges are a permanent they are" Benjamin Mouton
feature in the history of culture and  gpserves.

architecture, . { Nevertheless, their greatest

m @ h Benjamin Moutonchiefarchitect  quality is their passion for architec-

: e gt and inspector general of ancient tyre and historic buildines
- GSA Bangladesh i : monuments went to Romania in  Considering the increasing intcr?:st

s 1984 on an official mission for the  for th sservati f anci
Bengal airlift Ltd. Minister for Arts and Culture to work hﬁ]é[:g_‘;m::;:‘;rzi nﬂm}n ﬁ;ﬁt
12-14 Landmark Building (4th floor), Gulshan Narth, Circle 2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh onan experimental projectbringing  seapes, bbildlng and rehabilitation
Tel: 88-02-9886634-37, 8817757. Fax: 88-0’3-8811335 8817629 together French and Romanian insideatown will be one of the great _
www.bengal-airlift.com contractors on a seventeenth cen-  jssuesof the twenty-firstcentury. Premier LP Gas Ltd., Celebration Point, 6th Floor, Plot 3, Road 113/A

E-mail: info@bengal-airlitt.com, cargo@bengal-airlift.com, paxsales@bengalairift.com tury tower of the church of . : - :
9 9@ g P @ g Apostolache. "They worked out the  Websilawww.archifriap Gulshan 2 Dhaka 1212 Phone: 8816242-4 FAX: 8816241




