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5 Marines,

Iraqis killed'

AGENCIES, Baghdad

A soldier from a US task force was
killed and another wounded in
northern Iraq yesterday in a road-
side bomb attack on a convoy that
also killed anTraqi civilian while four
other US marines were killed' on
Saturday near the flashpoint city of
Fallujah in accident, the US military
said.

In a statement, it said the convoy
then came under fire from a speed-
ing ‘vehicle. Troops fired back and
killed the driver,

It said the incident took place
between Baghdad and the northern
cityof Mosul.

"While the injured soldier was
being treated following the explo-
sion, a vehicle approached at a high
rate of speed and fired on the con-
voy. The soldiers returned fire killing
the driver," said the statement.

It did mot give the dead soldier's
nationality, but Taskforce Olympia is
American. More than 650 US mili-
tafy personnel have been killed in
combat in Iraq since the start of the
war to oust Saddam Hussein last

in attacks

year,

"Four marines assigned to 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force died in
Al Anbar Province on Saturday while
conducting security and stability
operations,” a US military state-
mentsaid,

A US military spokesman later
said the attack was near Fallujah,
westof Baghdad.

The latest casualties bring to 657
the number of US troops killed in
action in Iraq since the start of the
1US-led war in March 2003, according
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The mighty Padma is once again in full fury, devouring part of Louhajang upazila in Munshiganj. At least 10 businesses, aroad and a government office have
beenwashed away in the lasttwo days as incessantrain raised currentinthe river.

Islamist group's
death threat to
10 politicians,
journos,
intellectuals

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Ten politicians, intellectuals and
journalists received death threats
vesterday from an Islamist militant
group named Mujahideen al-Islam
which accuses them of being the
enemies of Islam and an Islamic
state of Pakistan.

Mujahideen Zone-B Director
Maulana Patowary issued the threat
in a circular distributed among the
organisationmembers.

The 10 threatened are Awami
League presidium members Abdur
Razzaq and Tufael Ahmed, Workers
Party President Rashed Khan
Menon, Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) General Secretary
Mujahidul Islam Selim, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) President
Hasanul Hag Inu, freedomfighter Abir
Ahad, writer and joumalist Shahriar
‘Kabir, Prof Muntasir Mamun and Prof
Abul Barakat of Dhaka University
(DU), and MC Mahbub,
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday distributes awards among individuals and organisations for their outstanding
roles in checking population boom on World Population Day at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre.

20 hurt as police,
mob clash over
boy's 'torture'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Twenty people including three cops
were injured in a clash between a
mob and police in Anjur Hat of Char
Manika Unign under Charfassion
upazilain Bhola Saturday night.

The mob clashed with a police
teamn and besieged it for six hours as
a schoolboy was detained and tor-
tured by the cops:

Locals said a team of Char
Manika police camp led' by Zakir
Hossain, assistant sub-inspector
(ASI), chased Suruj Mia, anotorious
robber, ataround 6:00pm.

AS] Zakir asked Kabir Hossain,
14, student of class nine at Anjur Hut
HighSchool, toraise ahueandery to

.

help them hold Suruj. Kabir fearing
wrath of Sunuj and hisgang did not
and the robber, meanwhile, ran
away,

The ASI detained Kabir and
tortured him on the Union Parishad
(UP) premises, On hearing the news,
Kabir's parents and relatives rushed
tothe spotandwerealso roughedup
by Zakir,

As the news spread, an angry
mob attacked the ASI and his men,
Police fired 10 gunshots to disperse
the mob but finally retreated in the
face ofrepeated attacks.

Police later took refuge at the UP
office; mosque leaving Kabir criti-
callywounded in the open field. The
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CTG PORT
Channel turns
risky aswater

| rushes fromhills

INURUL ALAM, Crg

Tidal derangement due to gushing
hilly water released from the Kaptai
Dam basin has made it highly risky
forships to sail along the Chittagong
Portchannel.

Power Development Board
(PDB) and' port officials \said
downrush of hilly water into Kaptai
Lake following three days of torren-
tial rains had posed g threat to
Kaptal Dam, prompting the hydro-
electric project authorities io release
over 100,000cusec of waler into
Karnaphuli River since Saturday
last.

"The tidal thythm here has been
badlyaffected by the huge downflow
of floodwater from Kaptai and local
rivers through the Karnaphuli,
making it very risky for ships to ply
along the port channel,” said
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Kushtia trader

buys freedom,
youth abducted

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia

A trader in Kushtia bought his free-
dom for a large sum of money on
Saturday and a youth 'was abducted
in Chuadanga early Friday adding to
the number of abductions in the
terror-struck southwestern districts,
Betel leaf trader Mohammad Ali
40, son of Hanif Mondol of
Asannagar in sadar upazila of
Kushtia, bought his freedom for Tk
70,000 two days after the abduction.
He was abducted on'his way home
from local bazar on Thursday by
some outlawed party operatives,
said police. Later the gang
demanded Tk2lakh forhisrelease,
Ali's family said the same gang

_earlier demanded Tk 2 lakh as toll.

Butherefused to pay.

A case was filed with Islamic
University Police Station.

Meanwhile, Islamic University
camp police denied the paymentiof
moneyinfreeingthebusinessman. _

I Chuadanga o gang belonglig
to outlawed Bangladesher
Commumnist Party (BCP-ML) abduc-
ted 'a young man and-demanded a
ransom of Tk 8 lakh. Police said the
gang stormed the house of Samsul
Mollah of Belgachi in Alamdanga
upazila and kidnapped his son
Mominul Islam alias Mobin, 25 in
the earlyhoursof Friday.

The captots later asked'the fam-
ily to pay Tk 3 lakh within 24 hours.
They said they would kill him if the
familysoughtpolicehelp.

Kerry blasts Bush's
[raq failures

Sayé the president abused power, misled Americans

AFB, Washington

The war in Iraq moved to the fore-
front of the US presidential' cam-
paign Saturday as Democratic
candidate John Kerry, armed with a
new damning Senate report,
accused President GeorgeW. Bush of
misleading America and abusing

power by making allegations that
proved to bewrong.

The charges, made in a wide
ranginginterviewwith The NewYork
Times, came one day after the
Senate Intelligence Committee
released a report saying the CIA's
allegations about Iraq's weapons of
mass destruction and its ties to al-

Qaedahad been either overstated or
not backed up by intelligence
Teporting.

Throwing the first punch in what
appeared tobeabroadattackon the
administration's foreign policy, the
senator from Massachusetts, also
blasted the White House for not

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

ATDP

I.\

(Jucst - Search Engine developed by ATDP
- Launching TODAY!! |

; --'-:é;cqmprehensive on-line information
ource center for agriculture and agribusiness for the
- first time everin Bangladesh

Jéﬁ':fé'f_%ﬁ'h:'rul Islam Alamgir, State Minister for Agriculture
fal Guest: Gene George, Mission Director, USAID '

Keep checking for more KrishiQuest info.......m.
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Knee-deep
water sloshes
on city roads

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several parts of the city briefly went

under ankle to knee-deep water

after an hour-long downpour yes-

terday evening. The meteorological

office said it recorded 18mm of
rainfall.

Vehicular movement came to
standstill due to waterlogging on
some streets that kept the commu-
ters stranded for hours until police
cleared the main thoroughfares at
thejunctions,

Sources said Dhaka City
Corporation workers were seen in
some places opening the manholes
1o allow rainwater drain out quickly.
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Pay commission
constituted

UNB, Dhaka

The government has constituted
National Pay Commission (NPC)
headed by former cabinet secretary
Mujibul Hug to frame new pay
scales for officials and employees of
all classes; an official announce-
mentsaidyesterday.

The commission consists of
three full-time and nine part-time
members and one full-time mem-
ber-secretary, the announcement
added.

The NPC will submit a report
within four months on completion
ofitsassignedjob.

Former secretaries Abdullah
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THE NEW TATA 207 DI
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TATA

WITH THE POWER TO DRIVE
'YOUR BUSINESS AHEAD

* Conditions apply

Experience the power of the new TATA 207 DI -
a pick-up vehicle that drives like a car and works
like a truck ! e specially built 3.0 litre; 65 HP engine. e
o highest torque (18.0 mkg) e greater pulling power,
faster pick-up, highly: fuel-efficient e the largest
loading area length 2395 mm, width 1600 mm

Attractive introductory offer limited to
first 50 vehicles, valid till 31st August '04

* Accessories shown in the picture do not constitute standard fitment,

1'ton pay-load. e

e highest ground clearance (210'mm) e spacious,
comfortable cabin, stylish looks e power steering
double cabin option
e 6 months warranty with Free Service
Test drive the new TATA 207 DI and
experience the power.

Disuibulor of TATA Vehicles in Bangladé,sh

). NITOL MOTORS Lk

Central Sales Division : Nitol Center, 71 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka
Tel, : 9887069, 0880423, 9887079, 0890189, 8851627,

' MITOL

0171-397002, 0171-391996, 0171-392004, 0171-392005

Fax : 88-02-9883121, 98BR7072

E-mail : nita@citechco/net
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