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Indian army soldiers rescue villagers using ametal boatin the village of Dhamtola, Nalbari District, some 70km north-
westof Guwahati yesterday. The flood death tollin northeastIndia has risen to 96 as six more people died overnight.

Assam floods leave

millions homeless
40 drown as boat sinks

REUTERS, AFP, Guwahati

At least 40 people packed into a
wooden boat drowned in northeast-
ern India after torrential annual
rains and swollen rivers set off floods
that have left millions homeless,
officials said yesterday.

The villagers, including many
women and children, were trying to
escape to higher ground in the state
of Assam on Saturday night when
their boat capsized. There were no
survivors, a police official said

All rivers in tea and oil-rich
Assam, including the main
Brahmaputra, are overflowing after
incessantrains in the past week.

"More than two million people
have become homeless because of
floods," Assam Chief Minister Tarun
Cogoi told Reuters.

Military helicopters and soldiers
in motor boats were trying to rescue
thousands of people marooned
across the state, he said.

Floods in Assam caused by heavy
rains that lash the state for about
seven months from April to October

bring death and destruction each

year.

A breach in a dam in Tsatitsu lake
in the neighbouring nation of
Bhutan had swollen the floods in
Assam, a flood control official said.

Flood waters have inundated
highways and railway tracks and
washed away several bridges in
western Assam, said SR Islamy a
senior flood control official.

AFP adds: The death toll from
floods swamping large portions of
northeastern India rose to 96 yester-
day as six more people died over-
night, officials said.

"Two paramilitary soldiers were
drowned in Arunachal Pradesh and
four civilians died in two separate
incidents of boats capsizing in
Assam," apolice spokesman said.

Due to incessant rains, the
mighty Brahmaputra river contin-
ued to cut a swathe through Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh displacing
up to 2.6 million people.

The situation deteriorated after a
dam burst was reported in neigh-
bouring Bhutan.

AFP, Tel Aviv

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon pointed
the finger yesterday at a world court
ruling against his government's
West Bank barrier after Palestinian
.« militants carried out their first
deadly attack inside Israel in
months,

Police and medical services said
one woman was killed and 20 people
wounded when a bomb placed next
to a bus stop in the commercial
capital exploded at the start of the
morning rush houronthe first day of
theworkingweek.

"One woman was killed and we
have around 20 people injured,” a
spokesman for Tel Aviv police told
AFP The fatality was declared dead
onarrivalathospital.

Tel Aviv police chief Yossi Setbon
said that a device had been con-
cealed inshrubbery.

"It was caused by a charge which

had been placed close to a bus stop,
in the middle of bushes," he told
reporters at the scene of the explo-
sion. "A bus and nearby buildings
weredamaged.”

The windows of a bus near the

Sharon blames Tel Aviv
attack on IC]J ruling

Blasts kill 1 in Israel, 4 Palestinians in Gaza

where troops recently carried out
deadly raids.

The attack came just two days
after the International Court of
Justice dealt a stunning blow to
Israel by declaring its West Bank

stop were blown in by the force of separation barrier illegal, and ruling

the blast.

Police and firefighters, using
sniffer dogs, were searching the area

for any other bombs and methodi-
cally gathering bolts and screws,
which had been packed into the
device.

The Al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigade, a
militant group linked to Palestinian

that the parts of the structure built
on Palestinian territory must be torn
down.

Sharon's government has argued
that the recent fall in attacks by
Palestiniansin Israel is a direct result
of the barrier, about a third of which
has been builtse far

Meanwhile, four Palestinian

leader Yasser Arafat’s mainstreamn  militants were killed Saturday as a

Fatah movement, swiftly claimed
responsibility for the attack in a

telephone call to AFP

A spokesman who declined to

give his name said it was carried out

car exploded near the Jewish settle-
ment of Netzarim in the central
Gaza Strip, Palestinian sources said.

Security sources named three
armed men killed when their car

to avenge crimes committed by blew up as Hassan Abu Dalal,

[sraeli forces in the West Bank town

of Nablus and in the Gaza Strip,

Mohammed Abu Zur and Mahmud
AbuNamus, all aged around 20.

'Iraq's daily death toll much
higher than reported’

AFP, Baghdad

No one knows how many Iraqi
civilians die every day in the attacks
and military errors, which have
secarred the country since the US-led
invasion last year. Rough tolls have
been compiled, but experts say the
real figureislikely much higher.

“The only way to establish the full
extent of casualties is an official com-
mission on civilian deaths, with a
clear, published method of working
and external verification of the work
by an appropriate body independent
of the United States or Britain,” said
John Slobodan, one of the founders of
the websitewwwiragbodycount.net.

Based on international press
reports, Imqbodycount regularly
updates its figures for the number of
civilians killed since the war startecd
onMarch 19,2008, .o ..y iy

Its death toll as of Sunday wils
between 11,164 and 13,118 people.

The fundamental instability of
the country is one of the main rea-
son why it is almost impossible to
record every violent death.

Figures produced by the US-led
military forces and the Iraqiauthori-
ties rarely match up and are often

imprecise.

Last Tuesday, an Iraqi motorist,
due to be married in two days, was
shot dead by US troops as he over-
toak a military convoy on his way to
the hotel where his wedding was to
take place, police andrelatives said.

His death was well documented
by the many journalists who hap-
pened to be staying at the hotel, but
what about the minor unrest that
happens elsewhere?

"There are families who will bury
directly their own dead, especiallyin
hot weather," said Slobodan, add-
ing: "Whowill know about that?"

Auniversity professar from Keele
in Britain, Slobodan has studied the
impact on civilians of Nato's mili-
tary campaign in the former
Yugoslavia and said that badly
mangled bodies are rarely taken o

. hospitals and. are therefore, not

included in hospital death tolls,

In Irag, "from April 2003 to April 2004
there's no official figure” of the number
ofpeaplewhohave died, hesaid.

But the ministry of health started
to collect casualty data from hospi-
tals across lrag since April.

"We do have information on
them (the civilians killed)," Health

Minister AlaadinAlwan told AFR

According to these statistics,
some 400 Iragis were killed and
1,600 injured in the escalating vio-
lence during June alone, in the
build-up to the handover of power
by the US-led coalition to aninterim
[raqgi government.

But independent experts argue
that even these official numbers are
toolow.

"There is such a chaotic situation
in the hospitals that you can never
besure,” said Raed Jarrar, who heads
the Campaign for Innocent Victims
of ConflictinIraq.

"For example during the clashes
in Nassiriyah and Najafsome people
were taken to small hospitals which
do not document the deaths,” he
said.

"Neither lhe Iraqi government
nor the, Amgrican forces are, inter-
ested in getting the exact figures. It's
politically against theirinterests."

Based in the United States, his
non-governmental organisation
had begun a door-to-door investiga-
tion to count the number of civilians
killed in [raq but stopped inthe hope
that the task could be resumed on a
largerscale.

Bhutan mulls erecting
wall along India border
to keep out rebels

AFP, Guwahati

Bhutan is considering erecting a
concrete wall along its border with
India to prevent infiltration of
Indian separatists into the
Himalayan kingdom, areport said.

"There are plans to construct
walls along the border areas consid-
ering the concerns expressed by the
people living in these areas,”
Bhutan's Home Minister Lyonpo
Jigmi Thinley told parliament in the
capital Thimphu, as quoted by the
government-run newspaper
Kuensel.

The National Assembly, Kuensel
said, resolved that the home ministry
should carry out investigations in the
feasibility of building the concrete
fence and submit a report during the
next parliamentary session,

Bhutan' shares a 380-kilometr#

(236-mile) unfenced border with
two Indian states, Assam and West
Bengal.

The fencing issue comes in the
wake of fears expressed by Bhutanese
villagers residing on the border with
Assam about separatists trying (o
enterthekingdomonce again.

Bhutan launched its first military
operation against the rebels in
December after Indian separatists
ignored six years of demands to
leave bases in the kingdom from
which they had staged hit-and-run
attacks on Indian targets.

Bhutanese troops destroyed
about 30-camps belonging to the
outlawed United Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa), the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDFB), and the Kamatapur
Liberation Organisation (KLO).

The Ulfa and the NDFB are rebel
armies fighting for independent
homelands in Assam and the KLO
wants to have a separate homeland
for the Kamatapuri tribe in West
Bengal state.

Village chiefs from the Samdrup
Jongkhar district, adjoining Assam,

Uitold the National Assembly there
were indications of the militants
who had fled the kingdom during
the military offensive were return-
ingthrough the porous border.

Thinley said the government
would only go ahead with plans (o
construct walls if it did not strain
‘closerelations” with India.
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Hundreds of HIV and AIDS patients and activists hold banners to demanstrate for befter and cheaper treatment
outside the conference hall where the 6-day long 15th International AIDS Conference is being held in Bangkok yes-
terday. Thailand is hosting the 15th International AIDS Conference in Bangkok, which is an opportunity for the king-
domtoshowcase a developing nation's model battle against AIDS.

FALSE CIA CLAIM ON IRAQI WMD
'Damning Senate report
won't alter US strategy'

AP, Washington

Now that a Senate committee has
concluded the CIA falsely claimed
Iraq had weapons of mass destruc-
tion, expect more caution on Capital
Hill the next time a president seeks
approval for pre-emptive military
action. But don't expect America (o
strikeonlyafteranattack.

Even the harshest critics of the
Bush administration's policy of pre-
emption say the United States must
actinthe face ofa clear threat.

What is a clear threat? Can the
public trust what US intelligence
saysaboutthat threat?

"Iraq was the first case of pre-
emptive war by the United States,
and we have learned an important
lesson that pre-emptive war
depends on good, actionable intelli-
gence,” said Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
D-Calif,

“In this case, the intelligence was

both bad and wrong," said
Feinstein, a member of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, which just
released its report on prewar intelli-
gence about Iraq.

Maonths before the Iraq invasion
in March 2003, the White House
published a "national security
strategy.” [tabandoned the Cold War
reliance on deterring potential
enemies with overwhelming mili-
tarystrength and nuclear weapons.

The Sept. 11 attacks showed that
America cannot rely on deterrence
and must at times strike to prevent
attacks, Bush reasoned,

The public version of the docu-
ment left unstated the fmplied
threat of using nuclear weapons to
strike first against weapons of mass
destruction.

"The United States can no longer
solely rely on a reactive posture as we
have in the past,” Bush wrote. "We
cannotletourenemies strike first.”

India to become
most populous
nation by 2035

REUTERS, New Delhi

India's population stands at over 1
billion and by 2035 it will overtake
China as the world's most populous
nation if present trends continue,
India's census office said.

The final count released to mark
World Population Day on Sunday
said India's population stood at
1.029 hillion onMarch 1, 2001.

India added 182 million people
between 1991 to 2001 which is more
than the estimated population of
Brazil, officials said on the basis of a
final tally of the 2001 census.

By 2035, the population will
touch 1.46 billion outstripping
China, local media quoted top
census official]. K. Banthia assaying.

The population of Uttar Pradesh
was 166 million, more than the
populationof Pakistan, hesaid.

The census showed that 35 per-
cent of Indians still could not read or
write, Just over half of women were
literate. At the same time, the child
sex ratio has slipped from 945
females per 1000 males in 1991 to
927in2001, the census showed.

Blair in the line of fire

British report on pre-war intelligence
to be released on Wednesday

AFP, Landon

Hritish Prime Minister Tony Blair
faces a potentially pivotal moment
this week when an inquiry reports
on whether his government fought
the Iraq war on the basis of false
intelligence about Baghdad's weap-
ons ofmass destruction.

Lord Robin Butler, the former
civil service head who has led the
five-month investigation, will
deliver his verdict onWednesday.

A similar US probe criticised US
intelligence agencies [or mistakes
over Iraq's weapons of mass
destruction (WMDs) on Friday, but
absolved President George W. Bush
of exerting pressure (o exaggerate
the threat.

Such a conclusion from Butler
would be about the best outcome
Blair could expect, many pundits
think, although it would still prave
extremely tricky for the under-fire
premier.

Britain's Sunday newspapers
reported that Blairwill escape severe
censure in the official inquiry.

The premier will face some
criticismn for an aver-presidential
style of government, but will not be
accused of urging spy chiefs to hype
up the threat posed by Iraq's alleged
weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) stocks, the papers said.

When Butler was appointed to
head the inquiry; critics complained
that his 37 years in the civil service
made him toomuch ofa government
insider to be trulyindependent.

Others, however, argue that Blair
could bein for asurprise froma man
who served five separate prime
ministers and is thus more loyal to
the institutions of government than
theindividuals who fill them.

Several newspaper reports have
predicted that Butler, 66, will also
mainly target the intelligence com-
munity, while others have tipped
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw fo

absorb thebulk of the political flak.

But senior intelligence figures
have already begun to clamour for
the prime minister to take his share
ofthe responsibility.

"The buck stops there, and I
don't think that the political layer in
any country can escape the conse-
quences of a systemic failure,”
Dame Pauline Neville-Jones, the ex-
head of Britain's Joint Intelligence
Committee, said on Saturday.

Far more sa than Bush, Blair took
Britain into last March's war to
unseat Saddam Hussein almost
exclusively on the basis that the [ragi
leader's stocks of chemical and
biological weapons posed a "severe
threat" to the world.

Blair's decision to back the US-
led war was hugely controversial at
home, and the failure of coalition
forces to uncover any illegal weap-
ons in the 15 months since
Baghdad fell has seen his popular-
ity plummet.

President's party
wins Lankan
local polls

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga's leftist coalition
swept key local council elections
which were marked by an unusually
low turnout, officials here said
yesterday.

Kumaratunga's Marxist-backed
United Freedom Alliance won
comfortably in all but one district
that went to the polls Saturday,
election officials said as final results
were tallied.

They said only about half of the
9.6 millionelectorate had tumed out
to-vote, making it one of the lowest
pollingelections inrecent years.

Kumaratunga herself stayed
away from voting because she was
"indisposed”, a spokesman for her
office said.

The ballot was the second local
election since the April 2 parliamen-
tary vote, which was called four years
ahead of schedule to settle a power
struggle between Kumaratunga and
her rival, then-prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe.
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PHOTO: AFP

Demonstrators calling for the release of Angelo de la Cruz, a Filipino hostage
held by militants [n Iraqg, rally near the Malacanang presidential palace in
Manila yesterday. They were denouncing Philippine President Gloria Arryo,
astaunch US supporter, for deployingFilipino soldiers in Iraq.

Five killed in
Afghan blast

AFP, Heart

At least five people were killed and
21 others injured yesterday when a
bomb ripped through a shopping
street in the western city of Herat in
the latest attack in a wave of pre-
election violence in Afghanistan, a
local official tol d AFP.

The attack comes days after
Afghanistan set an October date for
presidential polls and coincides
with the launch of a disarmament
programme in the prosperous city,
which is controlled by anti-Taliban
fighters and warlord governor
Ismael Khan.

The explpsion occurred at 9:30 am
(0500 GMT) in front of thelocal police
station in the Charsu area of the pro-
vincial capital some 625 kilometers
(390 miles) west of Kabul, police chief
Zauddin Muhmoodi told AFR

“The time bomb which was
placed in a; rubbish bin exploded

Vand, magtyred, five, png, 1l.r;:.u.tmd 2L

Muhmoodisaid. i

The bomb was placed in front of
shops, the second floor of which is
the local police station, in the midst

ofacrowded area.

"One police officer was also
among the 21 injured,” the police
chiefsaid.

United Nations spokesman
Manoel de Almeida e Silva con-
firmed the blast had taken place and
said it happened around five kilo-
meters away from the disarmament
ceremony which was being
attended by high-ranking pravincial
officials and US-led coalition repre-
sentatives,
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