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Art Exhibition

Organiser: Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy

Artista: Young promising artistes

Venue: The nafional axhibition

KaviTA CHARANIT

hall of Bangladesh Shilpakala Childenarethehopeoftheworid
Academy --Jose Marti (Cubannational hero)
Time: July2-22, from 11 amto 7 pm

CULTURE

culture@thedailystar.net

Children's Theatre

A launching board for young talents

Solo Exhibition

generation.
"Theatre is one of the prime
Title; 22nd Indvidual Exhibition means for personality development
Artiste; Sheikh Afzal in children. This form of art enables
Venue: Saju Art Gallery, F/40-41, the performer to know oneself,
- DCC, Narth Supermarket, 2nd others, society and life in general,'
Circle, Gulshan says prominent theatre personality
! Liaquat Ali Lucky, the Secretary
Time: July 7-17. General of the Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation (BGTF) and
g g8 People's Theatre Association (PTA)
Eﬂhlbltlon nndp director of People's Liule
Organiser: Gallery Chitrak Theatre (PLT).
Ariiste: Anisur Rahman At the moment the children's
Venue: Gallery Chilrak. House-21, theatre movement is riding high.
Road-4, Dhanmondi /A

N O longer are academics
and bookish knowledge the
only raison d'etre of
schools. All over Bangladesh, as in
several Asian countries, the focus
has shifted to promoting young
talents in artistic spheres such as
music, art, painting and theatre,
Parents and teachers alike are elated
at the cultural strides made by the
present day youngsters. Take a look
atthe children's theatre scenario, for
instance. In this art form, quality
and quantity have combined to give
the picture of a vibrant theatre
movement for the younger

A vibrant children's theatre movement

Following the conclusion of a
cultural visit to Dhaka by Cuban
children in April, a group of
Bangladeshi children ( aged
between six- 14 years) will wing their
way to Havana. As partof the Social
Harmony project of PTA and La
Colmenita, Cuba's renowned
children's theatre group, the
children are set to leave Dhaka on
July 12, a week prior to the Eighth
World Amateur Children's Theatre
Festival. The aim of the seven-day
programme s togive the performers
enough time to put togethera fusion

programme based on music, dance
and theatre.

The PLT--the only children's
group from Bangladesh and Asia--
will stage Aamacder Prithibi. The play
is written by Sabina Bari Lucky and
directed by Liaquat Ali Lucky. In the
latter's words, 'Havana hosts a
unique festival. By taking partinsuch
functions, held every two years, the
children can learn about the theatre
of other countries. The wide
appreciation that we have received in
previous such festivals is a major
boostforthe newgeneration.'

One of the prime movers of the
children’s theatre movement is the
PLT. Since it was established in 1990,
the organisation has produced 18
plays, performed not only in Dhaka
but in different places in Bangla-
desh. PLT participated and co-
organised with PTA five national
children theatre festivals in Dhaka. It
also stakes a claim for fame as the
only children's organisation which
popularised children's theatre of
Bangladesh. Now on the cards is the
Cuban festival as well as the Asia
Pacific Theatre Festival for children
between August 1-6, 2004. The
venue isToyamacity, Japan.

Among the key works of PLT are
Vijay Tendulkar's Bobby, Tagore's
Raja O Rajdroheeand Tasher Desh.

Yet, despite the enormous strides
being made in children's theatre in
recent time, there are still miles to
go. As Lucky says, the patronage of
this form of drama s conspicuous
by its absence. To quote him, 'Many
cultural organisations spend money
from their own pockets to promote
theatre, [ feel that semi-government
organisations such as the Shishu
Academy, Women & Children Affairs
Ministry, national and international
companies, affluent people and
guardiansshould pitch in to support
children'stheatre.’

Time:July 2-11,from 10 amto 8pm

Film Festival

Organisers: Bangladesh

Federallon of Film Socleties In

assaciation with The Russian

Cultural Centre, Dhaka

Venue: The Russian Cullural
Centre, House No. 510,
7, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205.

108 atival festures fims that the ocecasion of Sports Zone's 3rd anniversary

hava won 'Golden Palm Awards' celebration.

atthe Cannes Film Festival With the interesting title, Tririyo
Borshofurti, the amusement centre arranged

Sereaning Schedule: a 3-day long celebration from July 7 to 9. The
first day of the event began at 9 am with

July 11 different games and competitions, varying

11:30 BM The Piano (New from bowling to snooker, video games to

Zealand) skating, and body-fitness.

01:30 PM-Blaw-Up (taly) Apart from this, the energised crowds,

03:25PM Pala fha‘cénﬁ;”ua}ér e"

AFSAR AHMED

Geared up with hi-tech amusement!
Sports Zone celebrates its 3rd anniversary

On the concluding day, Ayub Bachhu was

Road No.

OTHING is more enjoyable than
engaging oneselfin indoor activities
this rainy season. And that's why the

mechanised city dwellers did not want to
miss the opportunity for entertainment on

« . especially.the children, enjoyed the magic

invited to

performance.

give it a perfect end. The
audience and the people roaming around
the different compounds were engrossed
and mesmerised with the LRB-star's

Sports Zone--a dreamland for the fun
lovers, has several categories of indoor fun.
With the Strike Zone, young and trendy
people can strike out with sports like
billiards, snooker and bowling with glowlight
ambience containing 3D animation graphics
and digital surround sound. Safe, wholesome
and amusing for children, the Fun Zone
contains kiddie rides, magic train and video
games, Especially the mind bowling Turbo
Ride'Theatre can give techno-geeks a lot of
cool experiences. For the gym freaks or

HARUN UR RASHID

Ataur Rahman: the man
behind Raktokarabi

play, views this
achievement as
very important
because the group
has altained it in a
very short time.
'"The play came to
stage first on

2001," says Ataur

ST NOVEmber 3'0.'"

Raktokarabiis one of Rabindranath Tagore's plays staged
most both inWest Bengal and Bangladesh. In Bangladesh
noted actor Ataur Rahman's group Nagorik Natya
Sampradaya has brought it to the stage long after the TV
performance under eminent Mostofa Monwar's diree-
tion. Recently Nagorik held the plays 50th show at the
Mohila Samityauditorium.

Director Ataur Rahman, who also plays the Kingin the
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Shikhandi Katha

The sufferings of the pariahs on stage

ERMAPHRODITES are

often regarded as burdens

on society or as a curse of
God. We do not try to understand
their problems. On the contrary, we
make fun of their frailty. Even the
playwrights are guilty of making
hermaphrodites a subject of
ridicule. That is why it is refreshing
Aanan Zaman's play
Shikhanei Katha, which depicts the
real life and sufferings of these

to see

sidelined people.

Mahakal Natyasampradaya, as

part of the Dhaka Drama Festival
2004, staged their current produc-
tion Shikhandi Katha on July 9, at
the Experimental Theatre Stage.
Aanan's ethnographical work
Shikhandi Katha focuses on the
miserable plight of hermaphrodites
as well as the ill treatment that they
receive from society. He has
presented a fragmented picture of
the hermaphrodites' den, their
culture and lifestyle. In the soliloquy
of a hermaphrodite, at the closing
scene, the playwright is so
emotional that his character
delivers harsh words to the

The final d aparture ofa hermaphrodita

omnipotent God for their creation.

Rashid Haroon's approach as the
director of the play is realistic.
However, he would have done well
toJise more narration.

Tanvir Hasan's set symbolically
represents the miserable fate of
these pnfortunate people. He has
recreated a palm designed out of
wood on the stage to suggest the

fate, as the inhabitants of Indian

subcontinent have a strong belief in
palmistry.

wellwith the artistes.

Ferdaus Iqram as Ratan needs to
develop his emotive patential. Bijay
as Shama, Munna as Bulari and

Mithuas Belaperformed well.

Rafiqul Islam Himel's light design
is simple but could not co-ordinate

R R

Aanan Zaman
The youngest playwright in the festival

'Rudraleelais my first play. [ wrote
itwhenIwasastudentofclasseight.
like to focus on the problems of
society. In Shikhandi Katha, 1 have
narrated the miserable condition of
the hermaphrodites of the country.
To do that I spent a lot of time with
these unfortunate people. 1 did
fieldwork with four hermaphrodites
atMohammedpur intheyear2000, to
acquaint myselfwith their lifestyle."

Regular member of Mahakal,
Aanan considers playwright Selim
Al Deen as his mentor and wishes to
emerge as a prominent dramatist of
thecountry .

ERSHAD KAMOL

Aanan Zaman has just completed
his MA in the Department of Drama
and Dramatics from Jahangiragar
University. The young playwright
hasalreadywritten eight stage plays.
In the festival, Mahakal
Natyasampradaya has staged his
play Shikhandi Katha. Aanan said,
‘All the plays that | have written 50
far have been staged by several
theatre groups. Of those Shikhandi
Katha is the current production of
Mahakal Natyasampradaya and the
other plays have been staged by two
member- gmups of Graam Theatre
-Federation.’ -
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stages here, and | A
also because at
Commemorative SSROE e, ot
rogramme holds regular July 11 July 14
prog shows of three Play: Arish Dipankar Sharpaja Play: Kalshondhyay
Title: Commemorative programme p] ays name ly PlilYWl'ighl: Alak Basu plﬂy‘.\!‘l’ighl: Buddhadev Basu
on Shubhash Mukhapaddhaya Kalshandhya and Copeniker Captain along with Director: Alak Basu Director: Khaled Khan
Organiser: Dnarkak The Little Raktokarabi, our chance was rather limited,' explains Group: Natyadhara Group: Nagrik Natyasampradaya
Shop Rahman. "We have held a few call-shows, and we staged
the play in Kolakata too on the 55th anniversary of July 12 : July 15
Venue: Seminar room, Zahir Bahurupi,'the group oflegendary Shambhu Mitra, . Play: Nagor Alir Kissa Play: Bhaddornok
_ Rayhan audtorium, Jahang! it ; VR ki | Playwright: M A Salam Playwright: Golam Sarwar
Uﬁgmily angimagar A glitzy fashion show and an electrifying concert during the celebration be;‘ﬂ_l’g&"‘{ﬁ ‘:}‘; r{’g]"_i' Il'\}']:h:ﬂ:;:rflll::-lEl'fit:;:km?’,;:tr}:l‘;: |- Director N A Salans Direttor: Goliny Sarwar
et : R i iy Group: Drishtipat Natyagoshthi Group: Natyachakra
Time: July 15-17 show by Shahin Shah followed by the fitness nuts, there is the Health Zone where 'mﬂd":d Ly :h:jﬁcl::ll lmgmc!usiand;}_rlnl Iuslu[r,le »othelevel | § i
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olo Exhibition audience with her popular numbers in the 'Its a place for family comfort with a | Shambhu Mitra-Tripti Mitra couple, he opines. ‘My | & playwright: Aashish Khondakar Playwright: SM Solaiman :
| Organiser: Bengal Foundation evening, \ commercial aspect', said Moshiur Rahman, H‘I‘k ""k]':‘m';ff i “["I‘_’Ire 8 C“Tl‘gemie*']‘l“ghs};;“'fn' l:’l"\_"l:" lhf? | Director: AashishKhondakar Director: SM Solaiman i
Artist: FardousiPriyabhashini The usual game competitions and the the Managing Director ofSports Zone. $hRde il NEre L AVE DORUBYCC AL SICE aracters almost | 8 Group: Space and Acting Research Centre Group: Theatre Art Unit 4
| - magic show by Shahin Shah were held on the A raffle draw and prize giving ceremony | equally. [ have presented all the characters as stuck in | § Ve lilia: Exnarniants ‘Neada ; i
Venue: Bengal Shilpaloya, House- h lishme have ; n p | Theatre Stage at Shilpakala my; Time: 7 pm
; paioya, second day also. However, it was the popular  also attracted the fun lovers. A children’s | their own establishments. Moreover, [ have tried to pres- | & Tickels are avallable at Sagar Publishers, Baily Road and at the venue before shows g
275IF, Road-27, Dhanmond| V] and model Sajal who stole the show with  business fair and an art exhibition by EF;'- l_hf l’llﬂ!f ll: context ?]f th: P;’;—‘“S‘ "-t:iﬂe““ “r;:‘-' “’ht;:‘ ] Prices: Tk. 30. Tk. 50 and %L 100 ) i 9
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