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Forelgn Minister M Morshed Khan speaks at a discussion meeting at the National Press Club in the city yesterday
marking the first:death anniversary of Barrister Ishtiaque Ahmed. Sitting from left are Muzahidul Islam Selim,
Barrister Amir-ul Islam, Faruque Quazi, Dr Kamal Hossaln, Barrister Moudud Ahmed, Foyez Ahmed, Rashed Khan
ManonandHasanulHaqua!nu TheLawReportes' Forum organised the meeting. -

Protect judiciary from
polltlclsatlon

Speakers tell discussion on first death anniversary
of Barrister Ishtiague Ahmed

STARF.CORRESPONDENT

Promjncut lmcrs, plohncmns,
journalistsand civil societymembersat
a discussion yesterday. called for pro-

tm:g? thejudiciary from politicisation
forms ofinterferenceandundue

The mdcpendencc of the judiciary
is atstake and itshould be protected for
the sake of the nation'and democracy, ,
theysaid and underscored theneed for
separdtion. of the, judiciary from the
mﬁm P d 3 n o

The Law Reporters! Forum organ-
ised the discussion in. memory. of
prominent lawyer and former advisor
of; caretaker. government Barrister
Ishtiaque Ahmed on the occasion ofhis
firstdeathahniversary,

The speakers said Barrister
Ishtiaque was & pioneer in upholding
the independence of the judiciaryand
;ﬁab!!shhxgmené]qecoﬂaw -m'ﬁ

le to ]
mﬂidmu@mhmkepxgua}nd helpbuilt
a society Hased on the rule of law and
justice.

"The independenceof the judiciary
should be protected atany cost for the
sake of democracy and the
Constitution,” said Dr Kamal Hossain,
presidentoftheGonpForum.

He added that the judiciary should
also be insulated from political inter-
ferenceand groupinterests.

Dr Kamal observed that the judi-
ciary was béing seriously affected by
theinterference ofthe governtnentand
theruling party.

Recalling the memory of Ishtiaque
Ahmed, hesaid Ishtiaque always tooka
very strong pasition on the protection
ofthejudiciaryand the Constitution.

He recalled that Ishtiaque Ahmed
had resigned from the post of attorney
. general when he was asked to approve
‘a proposal that tottmnmd his con-
sdence. ¢

Asan admernfﬁic caretaker gav-
emment, Barmister Ishtiaque had

formulated all rules and regulations for
theseparation ofjudiciary hesaid.

Barrister Amir-Ul Islam said the
countryisnowin dangerasthe govern-
mentwas making thejudiciaryineffec-
tive.

He said the judiciary has no free-
dom. The country has been pushed
towards grave crisis through rendering
thejudiciary powerless,headded.

BarristerIslam said the govemment
has completed all processes to bring

«the lower court under its' control.
. "Judges are being appointed from the

partymen,” headded.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed,
however, said the judiciary has been
enjoying full freedom and100.to 150
writs are being - issued against the
govemmenteveryday,

The minister categorically denied
the allegation of politicisation of the

saying that none of the

jud.lcim?:
Judges has been appointed without

ocmsu]lalmn:. with the chiefl justice
since the four-party alliance govem-
mentassumedthebffice, *

He said the image of the judiciary
has been tarnished by unjustified
stalements.

The law minister regretted that
the civil society has also been
divided into many groups.

Paying tributes to Barrister
Ishtiaque, he said Ishtiaque always
fought for the causes of the nation,
not: of any particular group or
political party.

Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan said Barrister Ishtiaque dedi-
cated hislife to establishing the rule
oflawinthe society.

Editor of The Daily Star Mahfuz
Anam called for a social movement
to establish the rule oflaw.

Barrister Ishtiaque personified
the rule of law, he said and urged all
to fulfil his dream of establishing
therule oflaw.

Mahfuz Anam said the society

would not survive if the people do
not abide by rules and laws. Laws
are being violated by every quarter
inevery sector, headded.

Attorney General AF Hasan Ariff,
Workers Party president Rashed
Khan Menon, Muzahidul Islam
Selim of the Communist Party of
Bangladesh, Hasanul Haque Inu of.
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dall and
Barrister M Zahir alsospoke.

Journalist Faruque Quazi pre-
sided over the discussion held at
the National Press Club.

Family members
of Dr Shahidullah

meet premdent
UNB, Diaka” ' ' !

1oiel™

Family members of.'llngul.f;t Dr

Muhammad Shahidullah yesterday
met President lajuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban and requested’ for
government steps to observe the
birth and death anniversary of the
language veteran atnational level.

They. also called' for renaming
Dhaka University Language
Institute and the road in front of
Bangla Academy after Dr
Muhammad Shahidullah, intro-
ducing "Dr Shahidullah Medal" in
Bangla Academy and setting up a
Chairin the DU after hisname.

President Iajuddin gave a
patient hearing to the delegation
members, led by Dr Shahidullah's
granddaughter Farida' Moni, and
stressed the need forupholding the
dignity of the country's knowledge-
ablemen.
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pioneer of the study of biochemis-
tryand nutritionin Bangladesh and
an internationally renowned scien-
tist; passed away, following a car-
, diac-amest on July, 4 in Manlla,
: Philippines.. ./

: Abrilﬂamsc!cnhstandmhnlarof
indomitable energy. and wide inter-
ests, Professor Ahmad combined an
uncannyknackin scientificresearch
with building institutions of scich-
ﬁﬁcleam[ngmmemuntry )

He is best known for having
founded and developing the

Nutrition and Food Science at the
Universityof Dhaka! -

He was a leader of the scientific
community at large, having served,
among others, as the first presid ent
of the Bangladesh Association for
Advancement of Science as well as
president. of the Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences. For years, he
led' the Bangladesh Biochemical
Society as well as the Nutrition
Society. He was elected a Fellow of
the Third World Academy of
SciencesinTrieste, Italy,

. Professor Ahmad was deeply
moved when hewitnessed onavisit
to the northern districts of
Bangladesh the scourge of the
crippling: disease of lathyrism.
Research on' lathyrism was
restrained by scientists' inability to
produce the disease in experimen-
tal animals. Professor Ahmad soon
produced the first expérimental
case of lathyrism in animals and
demonstrated  that vitamin C
supplementation could preventthe
dreaded disease. When the
University, of Wisconsin in
‘Madison, Wisconsin, USA, con-
vened a special. symposiumyto

Professor Kamaluddin Ahmad, the'

' departments of bjochemistry and
pharmacy and the ‘Institute of

celebrate its 100 founding anniver-
sary, ‘it invited some of its most
. illustrious alumni, including sev-
eral Nobel Prize winners. Professor
Ahmad was invited to discuss his
groundbreaking work on vitamin C
andlathyrismat this gathering,
When' arsenic' contamination
engulfed Bangladesh, Dr Ahmad,
long retired from the University of
Dhaka, returned to hislaboratories.
_He noted that, in human body,
arsenic first accumulates in hair
and fingers and toenalls, and began
to develop a promising therapy for

Tt U

_Professor Kamaluddin Ahmad

% chronic arsenicpoisoning --a work
thatsadlyremains unfinished.

He was the discoverer of
Ramnacin, named: after the old

" Ramna ground' around which he
spent almost all of his professional
life, the first crystalline antibiotic
from the Indian sub-continent, and
of numerous other drugs derived

“from plant products for cure of
diseases such_ as shigellosis -- a
particularly virulent form of diar-

_ rhoea.

After he retired from the
University. of Dhaka, he founded
and served as research director of
the Bangladesh Institute of Herbal
Medicine, He argued that scientifi-

20t Prof Kamisliiddin

cally developed natural drugs could
be hugely effective in the treatment
ofillnesses ata price the poor could
afford.

He received many accolades
throughout his life. In 1960 at a
fairly young age, he was feted as the
‘Best. University Professor' in' a
Pride of Performance Award from
the then president of Pakistan. In
1970, he was given the honour of
Sithara Khidmat by the then presi-
dent of Pakistan.

Professor Ahmad: was bomn in
Gohira, Chittagong on September
1, 1923 to a humble family. His
father died when Kamaluddin
Ahmad was only 16, leaving no
obvious guardian or much by way
of property or money. It is through
sheerbrilliance, hard workand alot

of merit scholarships that he pur-

sued his education, often sending
some small savings from his schol-
arship money to his family still in
thevillage. He graduated with a first
class first in chemistry from the
University of Dhaka and' then
eamed a Master's in chemistry,
again with a first class first and a
gold medal for extraordinary
scores,

As the Second World War was
drawing to a close, he sailed on a
war ship then converted to civilian
use from Bombay to San Francisco
en route to Madison, Wisconsin,
There he easily eamed a Ph.D. in
biochemistry at the University of
Wisconsin in less than three years,
having discovered and published a
new and highly elegant election
transport method for Antimycin-A
in' the American Journal of
Chemistry.

The remarkable life of Professor
Kamaluddin Ahmad is a testament
to the boundless| possibilities of
talent, however deprived its condi-
tion of originmay be,

INDIAN RIVER LINKING PROJECT

Nat'l consensus a
must to face
challenge

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Though water withdrawal from the
Ganges-Brahmaputra basin is a
‘matter of regional and international
concern, India is opposed to resolv-
ing the issue multilaterally, said the
water experts at a workshop yester-
day.
“The ' national workshop on
Indian River Linking Project was
“organised by Bangladesh People's
Initiative againstRiver Linkingatthe
IDBBhaban. ~
"That India does not entertain a

- third party’s role is a serious prnb-

lem in resolving the water dispute,”
said’ the Editor of the New Age

| Enayetullah Khan who presided

overtheinaugural session.

If coordinated’ efforts are not
made both at government and non-
‘government levels, Bangladesh will
havetoaccept thesame fate asitmet
in the case of Farakka barrage, he
said. N

As the project poses a serious
threat to Bangladesh's existence, the
government along with the civil
society has to immediately raise the
issueatinternational forum, said Dr
Asif Nazrul of Dhaka University in
hispaper.

Diversion of the natural flow of
Ganges and Brahmaputra water
depriving Bangladesh of its share
would' mean violation of articles
three and nine of the Ganges Water
Treaty, hesaid.

~ Barrister Ziaur Rahman ME who
heads the parliamentary standing
committee on foreign affairs, said,
"It seems useless to argue with a vast
country like India that usually takes
decision disregarding its neigh-
bour'swoes."

Terming the project as a big

challenge to Bangladesh, Fisheries
and Livestock Minister Abdullah Al
Noman said we need national con-
sensus.,

Dr. Ainun Nishat, Bangladesh
Representative of IUCN, said what-
ever share of the Ganges,
Bangladesh gets at Hardinge Bridge
point, is just the residual flow and
once Brahmaputrawateris diverted,
country's agriculture, fisheries,
ecology and' livelihood will face
devastation.

Sundari trees at Sundarbans, the
world's largest mangrove forest, are
dying out fast because of high salin-
ity thanks to adverse impact of
Farakka barrage, he said.

Once implemented, the river
linking project will 'render 1.8 lakh
people jobless' forcing nine lakh
people to hunger and' destitution
per year, said M Asaduzzaman of
Bangladesh Institute of
DevelopmentStudies.

Besides, rice production will be

reduced by at least one million .

metricton annually as 75 percent of
the country's total rice production
dependsonirrigation, hesaid.

In terms of money, the totalloss
involving all sectors will amount to
Tk30billion peryear, he added.

Water withdrawal from
Brahmaputra will severely affect
water supply in Dhaka city, said
BUET Prof AKM Zahir Uddin
Chowdhury.

"A trans-boundary river basin is
a natural configuration which no
single country can alter arbitrarily,"
said Geology Professor Naser Ezazul
HugofjahangimagarUniversity.

Bangladesh gets 80 percent of its
water supply from the river
Brahmaputra during the dryseason,
headded,

Two shot, another
stabbed in city
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Three pcoplc wereriijured; mrlhree
separate incidents in. the capital
yesterday.

Fish trader Shahiduzzaman, 25,
was stabbed by unidentified crimi-
nals in front of his house at Sureswar
in Shyampurat4:15pm.

"He was returning home from the
market when the gang intércepted
his rickshaw. They stabbed and
snatched away Tk 80,000 from him
before fleeing the scene,” said his
nephew Shahad.

He was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) with
critical wounds in his head, hands
andlegs.

Shyampur police could not say
anythingabouttheincident.

In the other incident, a gang of
about 13 hoodlums led by
Mozammel demanded toll from
Hasanul Haque Hasmat, 30, a con-
tractor at Sekandarbagh in East

Badda, when he was working at his

Baddasite ataround 10:00am.

As Hasmat refused, Mozammel
opened fire at his leg and snatched
away a cheque for Tk 75000, cash
worth Tk 5000, one mobile set and a

sgoldghain from his possession..
Locals rushed Hasmat to DMGH
SWith t'hme bullet-wounds at his left
thigh.
Before leaving the spot by open-
ing blank fire, the gang also looteu
threeshops, said the eyewitnesses.

Badda police could not give

furtherdetails.

In the last incident, a gang of five
miscreants opened fired at a toll
collector injuring him seriously at
AshuliainUttarainthemoming.

Masud Sarker, 30, was going to
his workplace in a rickshaw when
the gang shot at him and fled the
spot.

Laocals rushed him to DMCH
from where he was shifted to Pangu
hospital.

His relatives could not say the
reason behind theattack.

1,222 more held

UNB, Bhaka

Police arrested 1,222 people on
various charges during their coun-
trywide drive in last 24 hours' till
6.00am yesterday.

PHOTO; STAR

Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) took out a procession at Muktangan

e ———————————————————————————————————————————————— " the city yesterday in support of July 11 countrywide hartal.

Mahbub Anam's
anniversary of
death today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the third death anniversary |
of Mahbub Anam, former editor of
The Bangladesh Times, He passed

awayon thisdayin2001 aftersuffering

from cancerofthe pancreas,

Mahbub) Anam | served with dis-
tinction as the editor of The
Bangladesh Times from 1991 to 1996.
He was also a senior vice-president
and executive comimittee member of
Bangladesh Editor's Council and was
actively involved with Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad, Bangladesh
Press Council and Bangladesh
SangbadSangstha PorichalonaBoard.

Ih a professional career spanning
over 30 years, Mahbub' Anam ' also
served asasenior executive of thethen
Pakistan Observer, director of
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
and general manager of the Jamuna
0il Company:

Mahbub Anam actively took part
in thelanguagemovementin1952.He
was jailed for his role in the movement
as general secretary of the
Rashtrabhasa Sangram Patishad. He
was also the publication secretary of
theJukta Fronton behalfofthe Awami
League in 1954 and'served as the
general secretary of Salimullah
Muslim Hall of Dhaka' University- in
+1954-55,

Mahbub Anam authored several |

books, including ‘Amra Bangladeshi
Amra Bangali' and 'Itihasher Shikriti
‘Bonam Bikriti'.

A recipient of Swadhinata Padak
and Sher-e-Bangla Gold Medal for his
contribution to journalism, Mahbub
Anam was also awarded the Bhasa
Andoloner Bir Shainik Padak by presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman in recognition of
his  contribution to the language
mow:man

d son of eminent

litte Hléﬁl". jbl.ﬂ‘hﬁ.li‘z.l {het and

pdlitician late " Abiil ' Mansur Ahmidd |

i e Do Of Mahiiiz'Anam,
editor and publisher of The Daily Star
andpublisherofthe ProthomAlo.

Maj Shahjahan
laid to rest

UNB, Dhaka

Major Mohammad' Shahjahan,

Killed in a helicopter crash in Sierra
Leone, was laid to rest with full mili-

tary honour at his family graveyard at

| Kalemshar village in' Chandiha,

Comillayesterday.

Earlier, his first namaz-e-janaza
was held at Chopper's Den in Dhaka
Cantonment at 8.00am. Presidentand
Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces Iajuddin Ahmed, ChiefofArmy
Staff [t General Hasan Mashhud
Chowdhury, Chief of the Naval Staff
Rear Admiral Shah Iqbal Mujtaba and
Chief of the Air Staff Air Vice Marshal
Fakhrul Azamattended thejanaza.

Relatives of the deceased, senior
army officials and a large number of
military personnel also attended the
janaza,saysanlSPRrelease.

Later, President Iajuddin, military
secretary to the prime minister
Brigadier General Sharif Uddin on
behalf of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and the Chief of Army Staff Lt General
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury, placed
wreaths on the coffin of Shahjahan to
paytheirlastrespects.

The body was later taken lo
Comilla’ Cantonment by a military
helicopter where his second janaza
was held. Then it was taken to Paoue

School maidan in Chandina
in a ceremonial funeral procession.
His, third and last janaza was held
there.

Some 24 peacekeepers of different
countries, including Major
Shahjahan, died in the helicopter
crash on its way to the eastern town of
Kailahun from theSierra Leone capital
of Freetownon June29.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of Md
Shaheed Mazhar
Chowdhury
: Nipu, abusiness-
"M man, will beheld
i at his residence
il at Dhanmondi,
] House No:47,
Road No-5 in the
city after Asr prayers today, says a
pressrelease.

Hedied of cardiacarrestonJuly4.

MdFazlurRahman

Qulkhwani of Md
Fazlur Rahman,
president of the
Bangladesh
Primary School

Association, will
|| be held at his
village home at
Thekerkanda under Monohardi
upazila after Juma prayers today,
saysapressrelease.

He died on Sunday at his village
home.

Teachers:

New rules for wsa
apphcants to

Canada

UNB, Dhaka

The Canadian High Commission
here has announced new rules for
visaapplicants to Canada.
Individuals who apply for visas to
Canada must follow new rules if
they pay, a representative to act on
theirbehalf.

A paid representative is anyone
who charges a fee to represent,
advise or consult in immigration
matters, said a Canadian High

.Commission media release yester-

day.
The new regulations state that.a

paid representative must be

authorised. The authorised, paid
representatives mayonlybe:

f Immlgrah on consultants who
are members in good standing of
the Ganadian Society of
Immigration Consultants; or

* Lawyers who are members in
good standing in Canadian: law
society and students-at-lawunder
theirsupervision; or

* Notaries who are membersin
good standing of the Chambre des
notaires du Quebec and'students-
at-lawunder their supervision,

Applicants will be required to
disclose the name and member-
ship information of their repre-
sentativewhen theyapply.

If you have an application or
proceeding already under way as

.'1 B A
ot Tyt e "

of April 13, 2004, youmay continue
to use the services of your paid
representative until April 13, 2008.
After April13; 2008, ifyour paid
representative is not a member of
oneé of the organisations listed
above, you may choose to con-

tinue unrepresented or hire an

authorised representative,

Applicants may also be repre-
sented by family members, friends
and members of non-
governmental or religious organi-
sations as long as no fees are
charged fortheirservices.

The government of Canada'can
share information about an appli-
cant with a non-charging repre-
sentative so long as the represen-
tative has been authorised by, the
applicant and‘is a Canadian citi-
zen, or a pmmanenl resident of
Canada.

No, one is obllged to hire a
représentative ' for, immigration
and refugee matters. The
Government of Canada treals
everyone equally, whether they
use the services of arepresentative
ornot, said the mediarelease.

More information can be had
from Visa/Immigration Office of
Canadian High Commission,
House no, 16/A, Road 48, Gulshan
2, Dhaka-1212. (Tel: 9B87091-97.
Web: www.bangladesh.gc.ca

President lajuddin Ahmed pays last respect'to Major'Md Shahjahan aﬂer

placing awreath on his coffin yesterday.

English medium schools
do not follow rules
Speakers tell roundtable. -

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a roundtable yesterday
urged the government to frame laws
to ‘bring English' medium: schools
underaregulation.

They alleged English medium
schools do notfollow any regulations
and charge exorbitant fees without
providing necessary facilities includ-
ing playground to thestudents,

The speakers were participatin
in a roundtable titled "Physical ang
environmental requirements’ of
quality education” organised by
Dhanmondi Paribesh Unnayon Jote
atBETS Centrein thecity.

Cross section of people including
teachers, guardians, students, archi-
tect, lawyers, NGO  activists and
inhabitants of Dhanmondi' partici-
patedihtheroundtable,

Speakers touched on various
problems facing the education,
particularly the private education
sector.

They said commercialisation of
education had shown reckless disre-
garded for architectural standard of
educational institutions.

This had extremely negative
consequences for physical safety,

‘emotional health and mental devel-

opmentofchildren, theyadded.
Architect Mubashwar Hussain of
the Institute. of Architects
Bangladesh (IAB), Dr Md Masuimn of
Jahangirnagar University, Dr
Manzur Ahmed of BRAC University,
Sultana ‘Alam of DPUJ and
Mustdfizur Rahman of Lalmatia
Cooperative Housing Society took
partin the discussion moderated by
noted educationist Prof Muzzaffar

Ahmed.

Sultana Alam said entrepreneurs
are setting up schools and universi-
ties at private houses and even at
apartments instead of investing on
land foropenand biggercampusces.

As a result, children are forced to
spend a large part of their working
hours in cramped classrooms caus-
ing noise and' air pollution, she

added.

Sultana said 148 homes are being
used as campus . in Dhanmondi
where a large number of clinics and
shopshavealso beenestablished.

Prof Muzzaffar Ahmed said none
of the private English medium
schools at Dhanmondi qualifiesto be
a"school” as paritsdefinition.

He alleged that the government
has failed to bring English medium
schools under any regulation which
iscrucial for qualityeducation. :

Mubashwar Hussain, said the
government has prepared a master,
plan butwe do notseeitsimplemen- *
tation.

He underscored the need. for
implementation ofzonal plan.

Mustafizur Rahman called upon
all to follow the examples set by
Lalmatia’ Cooperative Housing
Society through community partici-
pationtoimprovelawandorder.

Non-govt pry
teachers
threaten strike

from tomorrow
UNB, Dhaka

Non-government primary  school
teachers yesterday concluded their
six-day, work abstention
programme. -

but threatened to enforce a
nonstop shutdown programme
from Saturday.

Bangladesh Non-government
Primary Teachers' Association
(BNPTA) enforced the six-day class
boycottonjuly3 demandingnation-
alisationoftheirjobs.

The' association leaders will
announce next course ofaction at a
grand rally at Central Shaheed
Minarinthe city onJuly24.
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