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RECOMMENDATIONS
Exhibltion

Organiser: Gallery Chitrak
Artiste: Anisur Rahman

Venue; Gallery Chitrak, House-
21,Road-4, Dhanmondi R/A
Time: July_g!ﬂi. from 10.am (o B
pm ) n

Group Photo
Exhibition

 Organiser: British Council
Artistes: Bastaman, Farhad,
Jahangir, Masuma, Monalisa,
Moon, Omi, Pnrag,- Rajib, Rony,
Shimu, Soumlk Sujan, Wasif
and Young.

Venue: Drik Gallary, House-58,

Road-15A, Dhanmondi RIA
Time: July 2-8, from 3 pm to 8 pm

Art Exhibition
Organiser: Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy

Artiste: Young promising artisles
Venue: The nalional exhibition
hall of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Time: July 2-22, from 11 am to 7 pm

Solo Exhibition

Title: 22nd Individual Exhibition
Artisto: Shelkh Afzal

Venue: Saju Art Gallery, F/40-41,
DCC, North Supermarket, 2nd
Clrcle, Gulshan

Time: J!.ll? 711

Musical Soiree

Title: Nilonjana Namey Dekona
Artiste: Kanak Champa
Venue: All Community Club,
Road-35, House-40, Gulshar-2
Time: July 9, at 700 pm

Film Festival
Organisers: Bangladesh
Federation of Film Societies In
association wilh The Russian
Culturaf Cenlre, Dhaka

Venue: The Russian Cullural
Centre, House No. 510, Road No.
7, Dhanmandi, Dhaka-1205.

Jamal's

AFSAR AHMED
I 1 OR artists, galleries play a key

role --next only to their own
creations. So when RIZBIZ
conceptualised a gallery named
Jamal's Gallery-- to promote Jamal
Ahmed both home and abroad by
organising exhibitions and manag-
ing his commercial aspects-- why
don'twe call it the start of a new era?
No doubt it is a first of its kind in
Bangladesh, since for the first time a
galleryis dedicated toaliving artist.
At the age of 48, the prolifie artist
Jamal Ahmed, has already partici-
patedin46soloand30 group exhibi-

tions both at home and overseas. So

far he has done over 3,000 art works.
Though he does realistic work, his
paintings have a simple essence.
His favourite subject is Pagla, which
he can draw with his eyesshut.

A press conference was held at

Gallery

the Buriganga Hall of the Heritage
Restaurant where Hasnat Abdul Hai,
Syed Jahangir, Rafiqunnabi, Rizwan
B Farouq and the artist met.

After the introductory speech
by the entrepreneur Rezwan B
Farouq, the artist Jamal Ahmed
said, "This initiative will inspire me
to create more art works in future,’

' Art was at a very nascent stage
in Bangladesh and the reason was
the lack of galleries and the con-
nections between artists and
buyers. But now art is in the fast
lane and this particular initiative
will help to revive this art form a
lot’, said Hasnat Abdul Hai, an
eminentlitterateur.

' He is the most dedicated artist
of his time and paints very regu-
larly. After Sultan, only Jamal
shows the courage to draw on such
a bigcanvas,' said Syed Jahangir.

In his speech, eminent artist
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Capturing the essence of an artist

(R-L)Rafiqunnabi,Hasnat Abdul Hal, amal Ahmed, Syed Jahangir and
Rizwan B Farouq atthe press conference

and cartoonist Rafiqunnabi said, *
It's an exceptional experience for
the artists of this country that a
gallery is named after a living artist.

In particular, the commercial expe-
rience of the organisers will help a
lot to promote artistes and their
creations.’

Poetry that inspires

World premiere of Ek Khondo
Jomi on Channel-i

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Poems can inspire great things. But
whoever thought of a mainstream
feature film out of it? Back in 2003,
Annya Prakash published
Shahabuddin Nagri's poetry collec-
tion titled Aaguner Phul Photey
Thothey during the Ekushey Book
Fair. A poem containingl40 lines
titlted Bk Khondo Jomi, depicts the
struggling urban life of a typical
middle class family, Various facets of
afamily, desires, tale of a corrupt son,
urban brokers, everyday obstacles
areprojected in the poem.

The outcome was certain! With

a poem, though Tanvir Mokammel's
Huliya was the first short film of this
kind', says director Shahjahan
Chowdhury. For Shahjahan, who is
an acclaimed director famed for his
life -oriented films Pinjor (1976),
Shotru (1986) and Uttorer Khep
(2002), this filmis his fourth venture.

The main two characters of this
film are portrayed by Raisul Islam
Asad and Champa--who need no
introduction, as they have already
earned their credentials in acting.
‘This film depicts the life of tenants
in Dhaka. I believe this film will
capture vignettes of urban life," says
Asad who portrays Aminul in the

Tagore's Shasti
sponsored by HSBC

HSBC L4 3
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Minister of Information M Shamsul
Islam,as the chiefl guest, formally
inaugurated the 'Shuvo Maharot' of
the film Shasti recently, says a press
release. Among others Adil Islam,
Head of Corporate Banking of HSBC
in Bangladesh, Information Secre-
tary AMM Nasriuddin, Faridur Reza
Sagar of Impress Telefilm were
presenton the occasion.

HSBC sponsored the film Shasti,
based onthe story of Nobel laureate

maker Chashi Nazrul [slam, directs
the film with the project initiated by
ImpressTelefilm.

Speaking on the occasion, Adil
Islam said, 'Along with the eco-
nomic and business activities in the
country, 45 a conscious corporate
citizen, HSBC would also like to
encourage the practice of Bangla
literature and culture. With the
spread of the electronic media,
Bishwakabi  Rabindranath's, short,

.

(June 17-July 23)

SM’ Dhaka Drama Festival 2004

Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation

REVIEW

Aamar
Shantan

Aamar
Aanchal

A play with an

anti-terrorism ethos

After two below quality productions,
theatre goers were in for a welcome
break. On July 6, they got to see
Aamar Shantan Aamar Aanchal, a
well crafted production of Nagorik
Natyangan Ensemble at the Experi-
mental Theatre Stage,

Aamar Shantan Aamar Aanchal
directed by Abdullah Al Mamun
focuses on a contemporary social
problem -- terrorism. Abdullah Al
Mamun's approach to the crisis is
not a realistic one. He has emo-
tionally dealt with the social prob-
lem-- a mother's role in prevent-
ing her child from falling into evil
ways. As the sub-plot in the play,
Mamun has not only pointed out
the disastrous impact of terrorism

A play well worth watching

but also analysed the reason
behind terrorism.

Aamar Shantan Aamar Aanchal's
focuses on the theme that no human
being takes birth as a terrorist; it is
the evil paoliticians that make them
turn to the wrong path.

Rowshan Ara Hussain's role as a
director deserves praise. She has
successfully recreated the atmo-
sphere of a park on the stage where
all the events of the play take place.
Her compositions of the morning
scenes at the park are really enjoy-
able. However, there is a lack of
momentum during her composi-
tionsofthenightsceneswhenall the
evil takes place,

Aminur Rahman Azam has made
a spider and its web with a rope
backstage. The aim is to symboaoli-
cally represent the trap created by
evil politicians in the society to draw
young men into terrorism. The
remaining part of his set remained
unutilised.

Azam's light design is also simple
but effective. His simple colour
effects could symbolically represent
the emotion of the artistes.

Aminur Rahman as the hero,
Fahmida Khatun Ruma as his
beloved and Upal Khian as poet
performed well. Rubal, Rabi and
Tapan as the three terrorists could
havedonebetter.

...................................................................

Abdullah Al Mamun: 'Shilpakala ought
to patronise plays'

Renowned theatre activist
Abdullah AL Mamun was the ex
Director General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. On the
Dhaka Drama Festival 2004
Mamun said, 'When I was the DG
of Shilpakala Academy I opened
the Experimental Theatre Stage
through a drama festival. However,
a few infrastructural works were
not finished then. After the change
of government in 2001, the new
authority took too long to use it for

theatre groups. But because of the
BGTE's pressure, they have helped
the theatrical groups to arrange a
festival. This is not acceptable as it
is the duty of Shilpakala (o patron-
ise plays.'

'l am not directly participating
in any plays in the festival because
of my ill health. That is why my
group Theatre (Baily Roac) is stag-
ing Madhobi instead of Meraz
Fakirer Maa. And in Madhobi
Ramendu will play my role as
Jajatl,' Mamunadded.
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