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ourt stops move to gag

media, denies stay prayer

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division yesterday
turned down a' plea to ban media
reports. on - constructions on the
Sangsad Bhaban complex minutes
after it also did not'grant another
prayer for a stay on a High Court
order declating construction of the
residences of speaker and deputy
speakerillegal.

As soon as the bench declined to
pass the order, the attormey general
sought an embargo on media cover-
age of development work on the
Sangsad Bhaban complex. The
bench also declined to entertain the
second prayer.

The High Court on June 21
declared the constructions illegal
following_a- wril: petition filed by
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) and the Institute of
Architects, Bangladesh (IAB).

Bapaand the IABin their petition
said! the construction of the two
residential buildings on the parlia-
ment complex would greatly distort
the Sangsad Bhaban's final
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The chronology of
events centred around
construction at the par-
liament complex.
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 Foundation stone of Speaker's and -
: Bepmy Speaker's residence laidat

| the site adjacentto the National

Assembly Compiex

310ctober 2002
In face of strong protests and

. continued media coverage, con-
- struction work temporarily
. The construction work resumes

. amid protests and Ietlers innews-
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Auditor general
lodges appeal
with JS body
for protection

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Comptroller and Auditor General
(Cag) Asif Ali yesterday lodged an
appeal with the Public Accounts
Committee (Pac) of the Jatiya
Sangsad seeking its protection
against violation of: the constitu-
tional' rights of his office by the
RailwayDivision.

The parliamentary body is now

examining the rules and regulations
to dispose of the appeal, the first of
itskindin Bangladesh.
"I received a letter from the
comptroller and auditor general on
the matter. We will discuss the
appeal at the next meeting," Hanun
Al Rashid, chairman of Pac, told The
DailyStaryesterday.

Earlier onJuly5, the parliamentary
body decided to summon the secre-
tary of the communications ministry,
director general of the Railway
Division and officials concerned at its
nextmecting slated forJuly 20

Asifin his letter said his constitu-
tional rights wereinfringed on as the
officials of the railway harassed his
staffwhen they went to probe irreg-
ularities in railway's activities.

A team of Cag's office recently
went to the railway division to check
purchase documents, but the offi-
cials misbehaved with them and
denied them accessto the papers.

Record unapproved
projects plague ADP

REJIAUL KARIM BYRON

A record 38 percent of the schemes
under the newAnnual Development
Programme (ADP) are unapproved
ones, in blatant contradiction to the
recommendations made by Public
Expenditure Review Commission
{Perc).

Most ol these were incorporated
in the ADP not based on national
priority but due to pressure from
lobbyists and powerful individuals,
sources say. A number of the unap-
proved projects are also very old,
including some decade old ones
carried over foryears.

Such a high ratio of unapproved
projects in the ADP also indicates
that the government ignored the
Perc report, in'which it had advised
against such schemes, as they lead
towastage and lackrelevance.

Like the - previous years, the
government this year will okay some
of these unapproved projects, while
a majority of them may not be con-
sidered at all by the approving
authorities concerned, yet a good
chunk of money will be spent
apgainst them, aPerc memberappre-
hends.

At the first meeting on the new
ADE/ the Executive Committee on
National Economic Council (Ecnec)
yesterday okayed 12 unapproved
projects involving TK 1,275 crore

including Tk 753 crore as projectaid.

With a total allocation of Tk
22,000 crore, this year's ADP has a
total of 1,199 projects, with 455
unapproved projects,

The last year's ADP had 416 such
schemes. Despite hard efforts of the
government, more than one-third of
those unapproved projects could
notbeokayed.

Among this year's unapproved
projects, there are 330 new unap-
proved ones with a block allocation
ofTk 1,812 crore.

Besides, there are 125 unap-
proved old projects with a total of Tk
1,817-crore allocation. In the past,
the government spent Tk 8,380 crore
against these projects without
approval,

"Because of this way of handling
such projects for years, they lose
relevance or priority by the time the
government tables them for
approval,” the Perc said in its report
in December last. "But the govern-
mentis compelled to finallyapprove
them."

Because of the high number of
unapproved project, a Perc member
terms this year's ADP ‘a hoax. "The
main ADP shows 869 projects, But,
side by side, it kept 330 new unap-
proved projects, Therefore, from the
face of it, it appears there are fewer
unapproved projetts, whichisnotat
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Khaleda doub‘ts
death threat
to Hasina

Says probe reveals
nothing
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Expressing doubt over reported
threat to the life of Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday said
people questioned its truthfulness
asitwasissued abroadwhenit could
begivenathome,

*I came to know the matter from
newspaper reports, but questions
have arisen among all as the threat
came abroad,” she said, adding:
"We've launched a probe and found
outnothingofitskind sofar,”

Khaleda said the government
was trying to identify the people
who made the phone calls, but
nobedycouldbefound outyet.

Replying to a question from
Krishak Sramik Janata League law-
maker Kader Siddiqui during the
prime minister's question time, the
leader of the house said adequate.
security measures, more than what
Hasina deserves, were taken in the
wake of the filing of a general diary
on herbehalf.

Taking a swipe at the main oppo-
sition Awami League (AL), she said
duringits ruleitattacked opposition
leaders and activists and the govern-
ment did not take any security
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Unite to resist
JMJB

Speakers urge from
Bhabaniganj rally

STAFE Connssmnnm, Rajshahi

nmunalism dn Bagmam yester-
day. ,calll:d uponpeople to build
united resistance against the Jagrata
MuslimJanataBangladesh (TMJB).

They also asked the masses to
immediately take revenge for any
further killing by fanatic Tslamist
followers of Bangla Bhai who they
said were continuingterrorist activi-
ties withstatesupport.

Thespeakers alleged the dreaded
JMJB operations commander,
‘Bangla Bhai, was none but a com-
munal terrorist created by the coali-
tion gavernment to do away with its
political opponents.

Therally, called by Awami League
(AL) and11-Party Alliance to protest
JMIB atrocities in the northwestern
region since April 1, was held amid
tight security, as the' JMJB' had
announced Tuesday a counter
meeling at Goalkandi, 12km from
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22 soldiers,

Maoists die

in Nepal clash

BBC ONLINE

At least 22 security personnel and
Maoist rebels have been killed in a
prolonged battle in western Nepal,
the militarysays.

The clash follows an escalation of
attacks by the rebels since a
ceasefire broke downlastAugust.

- Officials say anumber of soldiers
are still missing ‘after they were
ambushed bythe Maoists.

Nine thousand people have died
in the eight years since the rebels
began their fight for a‘communist
republic,

Eleven soldiers were shot dead
on Tuesday by the rebels as they
were trying to cross a river in the

' SEE PAGE11 COL 6

Speaker denies
pro'rnised floor
to AL

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar yester-
day promised Awami League (AL
deputiesfloor, butadjoumed parlia-
ment half an hour later without
listening to: the . main opposition
acting under what the AL claimed
wastangibletreasury benchinstruc-
tions.

After disposing of call attention
notices, Sircar announced a 20-
minute break for Maghnb prayers,
but changed his mind in a minute to
adjourn the House until 4:00pm
today, saying there were no business
in' parliament's in-tray amid angry
shouts fromtheopposition benches.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Democracy helped,
judiciary harmed
Larger bench of HC told of

13th amendment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 13th amendment to the consti-
tution has helped democracy but
harmed 'the judiciary, said Barrister
Rafique Ul Hug yesterday before a
larger bench of the High Court (HC)
on the writ petition against the
constitutional amentdment dealing
with caretaker government.

He made his submission as an
amicus curiae (one who assists the
court) during the hearing of the
four-year-old writ petition filed by
Supreme Court Advocate M
Salimullah.

Barrister Rafique and another
lawyer, Advocate Abdul Wadud
Bhuiyan, however, supported the
13thamendmenton thewhole,

Rafique agreed with the wril
petitioner's argument that the

amendment has made the office of
chief adviser to the caretaker gov-
ernmenttootempting forthe former
chiefjusticesto take theireyes off.

The post of caretaker administra-
tion chief is so lucrative to the for-
mer chiel justices that they now
cagerly look forward to getting the
cavetedjob,

This acts as a kind of lure to the
former chiefjustices and creates an
unhealthy trend, Rafique told the
larger bench of justices Jainul
Abedin, Awlad Ali and Mirza
Hossain Haider.

He however said the 13th amend-
ment is needed for the interest of
democracyand for free and fairvote.

Responding to the petitioner's
complaint that the amendment has
affected the preamble and articles 8,
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DHAKA-10 BY-POLLS
Bikalpa men
carry 'coffin’
to HC to

slate rigging

'STAFE CORRESPONDENT *

The Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh
(BDB) yesterday staged a demon-
stration at the entrance to the High
Court (HC) building carrying a
coffin and a scale to protest what it
said were death of democracy and
massive vote robbery in the recent
Dhaka-10 parliamentary by-poll.

Several hundred BDB protesters
carried a big bamboo-made scale,
tilted heavily to one side, symbolis-
ing 'a more weighty government
comparingto the High Court',

"These are all about Dhaka by-
polls. The coffin is the symbol of the
corpse of democracy and the scale
shows that the government wishes
weigh more than the High Court
verdicts,” BDB lawmaker Mahi B
Chowdhurytold journalists.

The BDB demonstrators also
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PHOTO; STAR

Bikalpa Dhara activists, /efi; set up a bamboo-made scale, tilted heavily to one side, to symbolise a more weighty government than the High Court. Party
Lawmaker Mahi B Chowd hury, in the middle of first row, along with party activists lies ‘down atthe main entrance to the High Court building to protest against
vote rigging by the ruling alliance in Dhaka-10 by-polls.

Tk 390cr edn plan
approved

Project targets 20 lakh out-of-school children

STAR REPORT

The Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) yesterday approved a Tk
390-crore Reaching Out-of-School
Children Project to provide primary
education to some 20 lakh children,
mostly from the disadvantaged and
ultrapoorsection ofthe society.

The five-yearprojectto be imple-
mented in phases till 2009 aims to

reduce the number of out-of-school
children across the countryand help
achieve the government goal of
'Education forAll', officials said.

About 301akh children aged 6-10
arenotinschools and about8-10 per
cent children or about 17 lakh
attend non-formal schools across
the country, according an estimate
by theWarld Bank (WB).

TheWB will provide a grant of $51
million' and! Swiss. Agency. for

Development Cooperation (SDC) $
6 million for the project while the
governmentwill provide the rest.

Under the project, 19,48,127 out-
of-schooll children will be enrolled
in 52,065 Learning Centres (L.Cs) or
non-formal schools to be managed
by communities with support from
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), sources mentioned.

To attract students to the LCs or
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Cairn plans increase in

Sangu gas production

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

British oil' major Caim, plans to
undertake a humber of Programmes
to bump up/its gas production in
Sangu offshore gas field from the
present 140 million cubic feet per
day, (mmcfd) to 200mmcid by the
second quarternextyear.

In recenttimes, the depleting gas
field has been facing some prob-
lems, which Cairn terms as 'natural’,
but which now make the company
unableto increase gas production as
peritsagreementwith Petrobangla.

One of the five wells Cairn had

drilled in the offshore gas field never
produced gas, while gas production
fromone of the remaining four wells
has declined.

"We plan to re-perforate one of
the four [gas producing] wells and
three gas zones. Besides, we are
planning toundertake three new gas
well drilling and two well
workovers," said Ian Halstead,
country general manager of Caim
Energy Bangladesh, at a press con-
ference yesterday tomark Cairn'sre-
assumption of Sangu's operatorship
from departing oil giant Shell Oil
fromJuly 1.

"As per our prediction, Sangu is
facing natural depletion. Thisdeple-
tionhas taken placeinoneofthe two
#as reservoirs of Sangu, which is
currently being used as source. We
plan to tap the other reservoir, Itis a
healthy gas field. But, for increased
production and stability, we need to
work," he told the conference, where
ABA Siraj Uddowlah, director,
Governmental and Public Affairs of
Cairn Energy Bangladesh, also
spoke.

While Sangu is the first gas field
discovered in 1996 in Block 16 by

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Marine academy
seamen to be
allowed to take

job in Greece
RAFIQ HASAN

Manpower export to Greece is likely
to begin soon as the tussle between
two ministries that stalled the pro-
cessendedyesterday,

Minister for Shipping Akbar
Hossain and State Minister for
Expatriate Welfare and Overseas
Employment Mohammad Quammul
Islam discussed the issue and
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'Rescue team'
heads for Ctg to
fix F28 engine

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh Airlines yester-
day sent a 'rescue team' of nine
engineers and a spare engine to’
Chittagong Shah Amanat
International Airport to fixthe newly
procured F28 aircraft’ engine that
went out of order on Tuesday min-
utesbefore taking off for Dhaka.
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Announcement

In view of changed international
security situation, The Daily Star
has decided to bring out a new
page titled "Strategic Issues” on
alternate Fridays, starting from
tomomow, 9 July2004.

The page will cover various
strategic and security topics
related to national, regional and
international issues directl
indirectly effecting Bangladesh.
Strategic and defence experts are
invited to contribute,
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