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The Lake Development Projccl of
Gulshan, Banani, Baridhara and
Uttara has remained pending
with the Planning Commission
since the submission of the pro-
ject concept paper by Rajuk in
2000,

“We submitted' the project
concept paper to the Planning
Commission in 2000 and stll
awaiting approval from them,”
said Rajuk's Chief Engineer
EmdadulIslam.

"The Lake Development
Project gets priority from the
Prime minister's office," added
thechiefengineer.

‘The project was designed to
protect water bodies of Gulshan,
Banani; Baridharaand Uttaraunder
the Wetland Protection Act 2000,
With land-grabbers encroaching
theareas surrounding thelakes, the
projecthasnotseen thelight of day,
Part of the Banani Lake has been
grabbedrecently,

The marshy area was filled in
and bamboo poles were sunk to
cordontheareaon Road No. 23/C.
Rajuk demarcated 250 acres of the
lake' area in Gulshan, Banani,
Baridhara and Uttara at an esti-
mated costof Tk 105 crore,

"Two hundred ‘acres of the total
lake areas are in Gulshan, Banani
and Banidhara and 50 acres in
Uttara," said Zahid Hassan
Faruque, director of the Lake and
Bridge Development Project.

According to the project con-
cept paper, the projectwill help in
the beautification of the city,
conserve wetland, open spaces
and natural environment,
improve social and' civic ameni-
ties, develop amusement facilities
andreduce trafficjam.

"We need to widen the bridges
over these lakes with the increas-
ing traffic. As the bridges are nar-
row, they cause a bottle neck in
trafficresulting in congestion," the
projectdirectorsaid.

The reconstruction of bridges
and culverts is estimated to cost
Tk 33.68 crore. The bridges are to
be constructed at six points --
Gulshan 2 to Baridhara link,
Gulshan 1 to Badda link, Kemal
Ataturk to Guilshan 2, Shooting
Club to Badda, Mohakhali to
Gulshan 1 and Manarat School 10
Badda.

Rajuk has 1o acquire land at a
cost of Tk 38.74 crore to build
walkways along the lake in Badda
as this area does not fall under
Rajuk's jurisdiction.
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The breakdown' of the esti-
mated cost shows that Tk:28.93
crore is set aside for lake develop-
ment including construction of
walkways along the demarcated

lake area, lakeside protection,
afforestation and amusement
facilitieslike cruising.

The reconstruction cost
includes drainage, inspection
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pits, shifting of gas pipes and
electrical poles and lines. The
consultation fee is estimated at Tk
1.27 crore, which includes mea*
suring water quality of the lake
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Binat Bibi Mosque, built in pre-Mughal times is the oldest in Dhaka. Aniinscription stafss ﬂmt Balkht
Binat, daughterof Marhamat, builtitin 1454 during Sultan Mahmud Shah I's rule. it isa square, single
domed mosque with octagonal towers. It has three arched doors on the east, north and south. Pre-

Mughal features mc!ua'e the curved cornice, battlements and the absence of a dmm suppmﬂng lhe-

and how to retain its quality and
managing waste water.

The consultant's job will
include finalisation of the inven-
tory of the aownership of lake land

andland adjacentto thelake,

The contingency cost is esti-
mated at Tk 50 lakh. Meanwhile,
Rajuk has already constructed a
walkwayalong part of the Gulshan
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and Uttara lakes from their own
funds. "The implementation of
this project is imperative to stop
lake encroachment," lhe chiefl
engineersaid.

26 Dhaka Zoo inmates count their last days

Aged Hnns roam ieehly about tha moat at the zoo in Mirpur.

SYED ZAKIR HOSSAIN
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limals earmarked with age are DEE!FS each of mandrills,

Ltepmms and ‘giri baboons; and one each of sambu, tapir,
zebra, gayal, horse, chimpanzee, olive baboon, gharial, croco-
dile, black bear, hyena, great Indian horn bill and ostrich

SULTANA RAHMAN

At least 26 animals awaiting
death due toold age at the Dhaka
National Zooin Mirpur.

"Life expectancy for those in
captivity is far below:than those
living freely," said a zoo official.
“The average age of animals in
caplivity ranges between 16 and
65 depending on the species,” he
added.

The zoo authorities have
become cautious of aged ani-
mals after the death of arhino a
fewmonthsago

‘We have already drawn the
attention of the Ministry of Fish-
eries and Livestock about these
animals, if the animals die it
will be natural death, we wont
be responsible for it," said

. Mafizur Rahman, Curator of the
Zoo,
The animals ear-marked with

age are pairs each of mandrills,
elephants and giri baboons; and
one each of sambur, lapir, zebra,
gayal, horse, chimpanzee, olive
baboon, gharial, crocodile, black
bear, hyena, great Indian horn
billand ostrich.

Some of them have reached
the average age much earlierand
arenot a pleasantsighttovisitors
atthe zoo. On a visit to the zoo, it
was found that these animals
were looking exhausted and
fatigued and looked hardly alive.
Caretakers say that they sleep
most of the time and very rarely
move.

"When we try to feed them,
they do not respond and there is

nothing we can do to cheer them®

up," said a caretaker who is in
charge of the monkey family. The
only chimpanzee at 26 has
reachedits peak.

It was alleged that apart from

these animals deteriorating
because of age, authorities are
not aware if an animal'is seri-
ouslyilluntilitdies.

Withthedeathiof some promi-
nent animals, most cages are
empty. Peoplearelessinterested
in visiting the zoo under these
circumstances, said a zoo offi-
cial,

"My children were eagerto sec
the Chimpanzee. Theyknewitto
be an agile animal, but to their
disappointment they found a
sleeping chimp,” said Nurullah
from Jatrabari, who came to the
zoo with his children.

The hospital has no provision
for diagnosis or quarantine and
the veterinary surgeon does not
get sufficient time to, treat ani-
mals properly, especially
because they are sent to the
hospital atthelatter stages.

Community policing changes Lalmatia

“SABRINA KARIM MURSHED

up each gate,”

said Mostalizur

day before the introduction of the

Those of us who live in Lalmatia can

Lalmatia has became a role model for

Laimahahasbccomcnbellcrplacem
live for its 40,000 residents thanks to
the introduction of community
policeinthearea.

Deployed by the Lalmatia' Co-
operative Housing Society, the com-
munitypoliceis maintaining security,
and also ensuring cleanliness of the
area,

"The idea evolved as we wanted to
improve the law and order situation
of our community," said Mostafizur
Rahman, president of the housing
society adding that the entire com-
munity police system was estab-
lished by the society along with the
help of local ward' commissioner
Atiqul Is]amMalm.

And ' sinde April 2004, when the
communitypolice swunginto action,
inhabitants ofthe area have really felt
awelcome change in overall security,
safety and sanctity.

Now no outsider can get into
Lalmatia without convincing the
guards at some 23 gates and guard-
rooms erected at entry points to the
area,

*We spent around Tk 60,000 to set

Rahman.

‘There are 70 security guards, each
equipped with a baton and awhistle,
They are responsible for checking at
the gates and also roam! the entire
locality in: shifts. The community
policemen have been given khaki
uniformand green beret.

After starting their work, the com-
munity police have demolished
makeshift shops that had mush-
roomed up everywhere in Lalmatia.
The guards have also discouraged
locals from' scattering waste every-
where, They have issued a ban on
sticking and pasting posters, leaflets,
hanging ofbanners etc.

Nazma Huda who has been living
in Lalmatia for a long time said that
makeshift tea stalls were the hang-
outs for hoodlums and drug users in
the past.

"They used to mug pedestrians
and rickshaw passengers often. The
incidents of mugging and snatching
have reduced significantly since the
arrival of the community police," she
said.

"On an average there were atleast
two reports of mugging here every-

community police,”" said Mostafizur
Rahman. Ward commissioner Matin
also agreed that the law situation has
improved and informed' that the
community police apprehended two
muggersonlythe weekbefore,

Even a few months ago, hawkers
moved freely on the streets of
Lalmatia. "Some of them might have
been criminals in guise of hawkers.
But now that fear has greatly sub-
sided as the genuine hawkers have
been givenidentity cards," said Saber
Ahmed, alocal resident.

At least 200 hawkers have been
enlisted and given identity cards,
informed the president of the hous-
ingsociety. He also said that residents
have been instructed to interact with
only those hawkers who are holding
1D cards.

Special stickers have been issued
for cars belonging to residents of the
area for identification. Por visiting
vehicles and those without stickers,
the driver has to write down his
name, address and numberof the car
atthegate,

"This way, it has become easier for
the guards to identify the vehicles.

enter without being checked. Minus
the stickers there could have been
unnecessary harassment,” said a
youngman named Mithu.

Lalmatia was always known as a
notorious place for noise pollution.
"Ithas not disappeared totally but we
have managed toreduce thelevel toa
certain extent with the launching of
community policing," said Matin.

"The number of cars as well as
rickshaws entering the area freely
have came down. It has given the
residents a little respite from noise.
Even the bells of rickshaws plying on
the streetswas annoying, " he added.

The driving force behind this
pleasant change, the Lalmatia Co-
operative Housing Society Ltd. was
established in 1953 to look after the
well being of the community. Initially
the organisation had been function-
ing properly but then came a pro-
longed spell of inactivity. However,
the new committee that was elected
in May 2003 has shown renewed
enthusiasm in improving the living
quality oftheresidents,

"Within averyshort period oftime,
the success of community police in

others. At present the law and order
situation here is much better com-
pared to other parts of the city," said
ShamsulHuda, alocal resident.

Like him most of the residents are
satisfied with the service and are
happy to pay Tk 100 per month as
maintenance fee for the community
police system. "The moneyis worthiit
asitinsures oursecurity," Huda said.

Mostafizur Rahman acknowl-

edged the support from the commu-
nityaswellas the local police admin-
istration. "We had received help
from the Deputy Commis-
sioner (West) also. He arranged a
temporary police camp near the
society's office. Also five policemen
were employed to patrol the area with
ourguards.”

Lalmatia-style neighbourhood-
watch system has set an example for
nearby communities. Recently resi-
dents of Picsiculture Housing Society
have planned to set up their
own community police. Comimis-
sioner Matin said he was thinking
of introducing the system in Igbal
road, another area of his constitu-
ency, too.

o
5
T
%
=
47




