RECOQ&EN_ ENDATIONS
Exhibition
Organiser: Gallery Chifrak
Artiste: Anisur Rahman

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, House-
21, Ruad-4 Dhanmondi R/A

Time: Jul‘y 2-11 from 10 am to 8
pm

Group?-l’hﬁto
Exhibition

Organiser: Brilish Councll
Artistes: Baslaman, Farhad,
Jahangir, Masuma, Monalisa,
Moon, Omi, Parag, Rajib, Rony,
Shimu, Soumik,  Sujan, Wasif
and Young.

Venue: Drik Gallery, House-58,
Road-15A, Dhanmandi R/A
Time: July 2-8, from 3 pm (o 8 pm

Art Exhibition
Organisar: Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

Artiste: Young pramising artistes
Venue: The natiopal exhibition
hall of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Time;July 2:22, from 11 amto 7 pm

Solo Exhibition
Title: 22nd Individual
Exhibition

Artiste: Sheikh Afzal
Venue: Saju Art Gallery,
F/40-41, DCC, North
Supermarket, 2nd Circle,
Gulshan

Time: July 7-17.
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Exchanging notes
with Minu Haque

Odissi gets a new lease of life

with Nrittyadhara

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

INU Haque, one of the foremost
M exponents of classical dance in

Bangladesh and awell- known cultural
activist, was born in a family with a rich eultural
background.

Minu has pursued her hobby and passion

Minu Haque

since her childhood. A Masters in Psychology
from Dhaka University, she graduated with a
diploma in classical dance from Bulbul Academy
of Fine Arts (BAFA) in 1972, Her teachers at BAFA
were Babu Ram Singh, Dulal Talukder and later
RahizaKhanom Jhunoo.

Later in her career, she chose to specialise in
Odissi. She was trained in this dance form between
1988 and 1995 by two well- known exponents on
Odissi, Sunny Mahapatra and Ipshita Behura from
India.

Having taken her dance lessons from these two
Gurus, she established an Odissi dance school
called Pallavi in 1997, In 2003, Pallavi arranged its
first dance programme on Odissi dance, which was
highlyappreciated by the audience.

Minu did not confine herself to Pallavi only. She
said, 'As a performer and teacher, I have an equal
alfinity for all the branches of dance.' To familiarise
people with all kinds of dance that are practiced in
the country, she joined Nrittyadhara. She is the
convener of this organisation. Marking the 1st
anniversary of Nrittyadhara, a dance festival was
organised in2002.

While projecting her future plans, Minu Haque
said, 'Tam trying to revive the dance heritage of our
country through Nrittyadhara and at the same
time, I will be teaching pure Odissi dance with
Pallavi. Because the first step to classical dance is to

Graceful Ddissl dam:ers of Nﬁttyadhara
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life.

career?

'Mother Teresa is my

idol'--Tanveen Sweety
Tanveen Sweety, TV actress cum

madel, spoke to The Bully Star (TDS)
recenily about a range of issues. A
glimpse of her views on her work and

TDS: How did you begin your
Sweety: ‘ [ had contacted Afzal

Hossain through a friend of mine,
taken a screen test and shot an ad

HARUN UR RASHID
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CULTURE

culture@thedailystar.net

be properly acquainted with the classical dance
structure, the correct beginning is immensely
important for leaming classical dance. We are
trying to express our social responsibility through
Nrittyadharmonstage.'

Minu Haque has traveled widely with national
dance tours in the late 1960s (from former East
Pakistan) in South East Asia. After the liberation of
Bangladesh, she joined the Performing Arts Acad-
emy and toured widely in Australia, China, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, East Europe and UK.
She has also traveled with dance tours, on a num-
berofoccasions, to India, Middle Eastand the USA.

She is the General Secretary of International
Dance Council, a Member of International Thea-
tre Institute, Vice President of Bangladesh Dance
Artiste's Association and Trustee of Sadhona-A
centerforadvancement of sub continental music.

Apart from the above activities, Minu seeks (o
give a new lease of life to Odissi by introducing
this art form at the primary educational level
alongwithmany other dances.

Dance performer- teacher Minu Haque sadly
expressed her disappointment with the meagre
patronage of dance by the powers that be. She
wants the government to come forward and help
conserve our national cultural heritage by adopt-
ing a definite set of rules for the promotion of this
art form.

Faith and Identity

A unique trend in photography

according to their own interpretation and

HE on going exhibition at the Drik
Galleryfeatures 111 photographs by 15
young photographers. The display
marks a different trend in photography. The
photographs are the outcome of an experi-
mental attempt at taking subject-based pho-
tographs. Organised by British Council, this is
alsothe followupofa phntugﬂphic exhibition

philosophical comprehension.

The exhibition, as a whole, however, seems
quite carelessly composed. Except for a few
works; most of the photographs do not clearly
conform to the idea of 'faith and identity’.
Tanvir, a photographer and coordinator of
Semplay's workshop, thinks that the experi-
ment with taking photographs of a precon-
ceived subject instead of rather taking pictures
and then composing a

o
e

@he Baily Star

Dhaka Drama Festival 2004

Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation

(June 17-July 23)

REVIEW

Buddhu

A poor presentation by Drzshtzpat Natyadal

Many Bangladeshi playwrights have adapted 17th cen-
tury French playwright JBP Moliere's popular play Le
Medicine Malgre Lui in a Bangladeshi context. However,
in many cases the adapters have failed to express the
tone of the play as a Comedy of Morals -- the genre in

which Maliere was supreme.

On July 5, Drishtipat Natyadal staged their new pro-
duction Buddhu, an adaptation of Moliere's Le Medicine

Malgre Luiatthe Experimental Theatre Stage.

In Dhaka Drama festival 2004, Shatwik Theatre
staged the adapted version of the same play a few days
back. But the adaptation of Shatwik Theatre's produc-
tion--Pejgi by Apu Anam cannot be treated as a quality
version. However, it could maintain the essence of the
Comedy of Morals which are basically designed ro ridi-
cule and correct vices like hypocrisy, pride, avarice,

social pretensions and nepatism.

Abdul Halim Aziz's adaptation Buddhuby Drishtipat
Natyadal has loopholes. First of all, the title Buddhu
(nincompoop) is not a suitable one for the genre, which

presents hypocrisy and nepotism.

Secondly, if the witty approach to the play is not
properly maintained it becomes a simple story of a

person who, in disguise, tries to cheat a rich man.

Abdul Halim Aziz should keep in mind that using the
dialects of other regions -~ the cheap technique to create
humour in Bangladesh--cannot always attract the audi-

Rowshan Ara on her
play on terrorism

Rowshan Ara in a scene from Aamar Shantan

Afteral

A scene frum the p!ay Euddhu

ence. Emphasis should be given to quality plays.

Jahangir Kabir Bakul, as the director needs to develop
his skills as dothe performers.

Pintu Devhassuccessfully created the exterior design
ofatypical house of the Old Dhaka.

AbdulHalimAzizused generallight throughoutthe play.

Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation should think
twice before including poor productions in a festival as
itaims (omake the Experimental Theatre Stage a popu-
larvenue,

ong acting career Rowshan Ara Hussain has emerged asa

director for a stage play. Rowshan said, "This is the first time [ am
directing a play for a theatre group, Nagorik Natyangan Ensem-
ble, which is a member of BGTE Eatlier I directed two plays but

not for

any professional group. However, everyone appreciated

mywork. [have tried to present the play ina simple way.'
'Trequested Abdullah Al Mamun to wrile a script for me, And
his play Aamar Shantan Aamar Aanchalis a social play based on

terroris

m, which is a common problem in our society. 1 think it

can successfully present the terrorism of the society and find a

way to solve the probleminasimple manner,’ Rowshan added.
Rowshan further said, 'In future we will direct more plays (or

ourgroup. [l get the opportunity [will direct forthe other groups

within seven days. It's basically as photo-story might be aswell!
., simpleasthat (smiling)! the prlim'ippj reasan AbmagAanchal i
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