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DeFreitas quits
Leics captaincy
AFE bm'qm

Former Eﬂaﬁhmd all-rounder Philip
DeFreitas has stepped down as
captain of county side Leicester-
shirg, the club said Monday.

The 38-year-old right-hander,
appointed skipper in November
2002, will continue to play for the
Grace Road team.

"After 20 months as captain of
Leicestershire County Cricket Club I
have now asked the club to relieve
me of my captain's duties,” said
DeFreitas.

Andrews lift

FROM PAEEE
Flintoff's 91-ball hundred came up in
stylewith asixo eSmith.

Next ball he pulled the bowler

foranother six.

Hlintoff then lofted Gayie to the
lung-nn boundary where he was
'can, ‘Shivanrine Chanderpaul
but the ﬁ der stepped over the rope
and soFlintoffhad anothersix.

But next ball there was no doubt
whenhisdrivesailed overlong-off.

Hlintolffellin the last over when he
was caught off Gayle before Strauss's
scampered fwo tookhim to a L15 ball-
hundred with two sixes and eight
fours.

Next ball he was out but in the last
10overs Englandhadscored 121 runs.

Bravo's 10 overs cost 80 runs and
Diwayne Smith's 71 as the hosts phun-
dered the change bowlers.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the England innings
against West Indies in the NatWest

Series ane-day international at Lord's
on'Tuesday: :

ENGLAND

TrescothickbBest 11

Vaughan cfacobs b Best 8
Keyb Dwayne 19
Strausse Bravob G 100
Flintoffc Bradshaw Gayk. 123

Collingwoode DS Smith b Gayle 1

lonasnmuut 1
Gilesnotout 0
Extras: (Ib-6, w-10,nb-6) 22

Total: (For 7 wkisin 50 overs) 285
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-27, 3-54, 4-280,
5-284,6-284, -235

Did not bat: Gough, Harmison,
Anderson

Bowler 0O M R W
Bradshaw 1002 - 29.°0
Best 4 10 g2t 2
Bravo 10 2 80 0
Dwayne 10 1112 W

Gayle TR0 57 3

WEST INDIES: Gayle, Devon, Sarwan,
Lara, Chanderpaul, Powell, Bravo,
Dwnyne.fﬁmbs. Bradshaw, Best.

l'oss.‘MisE [ L. -PRRIT YRR Y 1okl

Umpires® Rudi Kodrtzen {‘umth
Africa) and Jeremy Lloyds (England).

Amal meets

FROM PAGE 13
Akhter advanced to the final defeat-
ing Prianka G-, 4-6,6-2.

Ranjan Ram beat Tazmuil Islam 6-
3, 6-2 and Anwar Hossain downed
Delwar Hossain 6-2, 6-3 to enter the
semifinals of the under-17 boys'
singles competition.

Tk 1.05cr budget

FROM PAGE 13
opening matehes to attract football
fans to thegrounds, Malu added.
Mymensingh, Rangpur, [essore
and Chittagong will host the frst
phase of the finals. The host districts
will get 30 per cent of the gate
mMoney.
The draw is scheduled for July 10
in Dhaka.

Big boost

FROM PAGE 13

excess of £10.9m aver the next five
vears - to cover the team at home
andaway.

Rival company Cable and
Wireless, whose £5.45m three-year
deal expired recently, déclined to
match the Digicel bid.

They are believed (o have signed
several leading players, including
Lara, to personal sponsorship deals
but the WICB denied there would be

ﬁ] Cricket

AFB cuirng

Shane Warne is doubtful he can
seize his best opportunity and
deprive Muttiah Muralitharan of his
wurld Test wickets record, but he's
certainbe has the upperhandon the
Sri Lankan batsmen heading into
thisweek's second cricket Test.

The master Australian leg-
spinner came out of the 149-run
victory in last week's Darwin Test
with three wickets to advance to 520
Test wickets -- just seven behind
Murali.

Warne is trying to take full advan-
tage of Muralitharan's absence from
the tourinAustralia’s tropical north
and claim the record.

"I probably needed to get a con-
ple of wickets in that second innings
(in Darwin) but unfortunately I
didn't do that and Kasper (Michael
Kasprowicz) took seven wickets and
bowled beautifully, that's the way it
goes," Warmne told reporters here on
Tuesday

"It was disappointing not to get a
couple of wickets, Fhad an opportu-
nity, but it's doubtful I'm going to

take eight wickets given (he history
of this (Cairns) wicket, it generally
suils the quicks a lot more than the
§pinners."

But ever-confident Warne knows
that he has the ammunition to
trouble the Sri Lankan batsmen and
spoke of his dominance over them
heading into Friday's second and

finalTest in Cairns.

"As far as bowling to them, ['ve
done pretty well against all their top
batters, their middle-order and the
tail. T think I've definitely got the
wood on the Sri Lankans, [ think
we've seen that over the last few
series,

"TI've come out in one innings (in
Darwin) and got none for 61, [ don't
think thathad anyimpact, they were
just trying to survive. I don't mind
bowling to the Sri Lankans."

Warne took 26 wickets in three
Tests in Sri Lanka in March and
believed he has the Sri Lankan
batsmen in his pocket despite his
Mcketless |return in the second
inningsin L‘_Jarwin.

"To beat them 3-0 in Sri Lanka
and 1-0 in Darwin in under three
days, I've got 29 wickets in four Tests
against them, so that's not a bad
effort, so allofus are playing well.

Warne's mind game

"We know Sri Lanka's strengths
and weaknesses and if we bowl to
our plans and can execute them,
thenwe can rockand roll them again
cheap, but if we don't they have
some dangerous players who can
slogyououtthe park to."

Warne, who turns 35 in
September and believes he only has
two or three years left in the game, is
pragmatic about taking the world
recordoffthe younger Muralf.

"Being realistic this is probably
my last chance. [ don't think any-
one's going to get a chance once
Murali gets back playing or if he
decides to play against anyone else,
unless he's going to get heckled or
whatever; I'm not sure where he's
goingto play next," Warne said,

"When he plays he just takes that
many wickets, he gets seven or eight
wickets a game so if he plays for
another four or five years he's going
to take another 400-500 wickets, so
he'll be somewhere around 1,000
wickets,

"I think this is my last chan¢e and
hopefully the boys cian hang on to a
few and [ can bowl well enough to
get the wickets."

) WIMBLEDON

REUTERS/AFP, Moscow

Move over, Anna Kournikova,
Teenage sensation Maria Sharapova
has replaced the glamour gitl of
tennis as Russia's newest sweet-
heart following her dream run to the
Wimbledon title.

The Siberian blonde has become
an instant hit back home, hailed as
the country's biggest star, her pic-
ture gracing the front page of almost
every national newspaper.

"Maria, Queen of England,”
exclaimed leading sports daily
Sovietsky Sporton Monday,

"Beautiful Masha. She hecame
the first Russian to win the world's
most prestigious (ennis tournai-
ment,” echoed the respected
Kommersant.

"Russian teénnis achieved its
biggest success on Saturday," wrote
the business daily in its front-page
e-:tltor:.ﬂ describing \[141’4‘1[!\.’;]. 5 6
| G- ldmoln[unni‘ siveschiampion
and fonmer warlil ! whinber one
SerenaWilliams inthe Enal.

In pnly her second visit to
Wimbledon, Sharapova became the
third youngest champion in the
event's 120-year history.

The Russian became the frst
13th seed to win the title and only
Monica Seles and Tracy Austin had
won grand slam ttles with less
experience of top-flight tennis.

“Nobody bet on Maria but she
won thesuper tournament as well as

MARIA SHARAPOVA

wildlypopularbackhome.
Although she moved to the
United States at the age of seven and

Uspeitks her native language with a

distinct foreign' accent; Russians
have adopted Sharapova as truly
oneoftheirown.

During the fortnight, her fairy
tale story has been rewritten and
discussed by most newspapers and
talk shows.

Russian tennis has blossomed in
the lastfewyears.

Marat Safin grabbed the 2000 US
Open and inspired Russia to their
first ever Davis Cup in 2002 to take
up the trail paved by Yevgeny

Sharapova freezes Russia

a million dollars," said popular
tabloid Komsomolskaya Pravda.
But it was Sharapova's youthful
exuberance, good looks and sex
appeal that made her a crowd
favourite at the All England Club an

Kafelnikoy who won the 1996
Roland Garros and 1999 Australian
Open and the 2000 Sydney Olympic
gold.

‘Tennis is still a young sport in
Russia as during the Soviet era the
game was branded as capitalist by
the Communist Party.

It only blossomed after being
picked up by Russia's first post-
Soviet president Boris Yeltsin, a
passionatefan ofthe game.

“The 17-year-old reached a
success, which was a dream of
generations of our tennis players,”
the Soviet Sport wrote, quoting
Sharapova as saying: "Serena was
myicon."

Maria Sharapova, the lowest
ranked woman to win Wimbledon,
followed Anastasia Myskina's
French Open triumph in an all-
Russian final for'a Grand Slam
breakthrough for Russia in women's
tennis.

"Paris, London. Then the rest,"
screamed the front page headline of
lzvestia over a photo of her kissing
herWimbledon trophy. .

Sharapova's Wimbledon tri-
umph has even helpedlifi the gloom
among milllons of Russian [ans
following the country's disappoint-
ing showingat Euro 2004,

"So what if England has Wayne
Rooney," said Nikolai, 31, a kiosk
vender in central Moscow, of the 18-
year-old England striker, who
becameareal revelation in Portugal.

"We have our Masha to be proud
of. Besides, she's much better look-

ing anyway."

anyconflict between the two.

PHOTOS FIEUTERS

TOASTING A CHAMPION: Roger Federer.
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Next comes
Athens

REUTERS, London

With three Grand Slam tites, the
world's top ranking and the million-
aire lifestyle that status provides,
Roger Federer canwell afford to smile
whenhereflects on his careersofar,

But his happiest memory of life in
tennis so far is of something mare
noble than the trappings of stardom.

"Definitely stayingin the Olympic
Village," hesays, his facelighting up.

“ltwas just the best thing. I stayed
there in Sydney in 2000 and [ am
staying there again in Athens. [ was
asked if I wanted to stay there or
oulside in a hotel and it was no ques-
tion."

Federer, who beat American Andy
Roddick to win his second straight
Wimbledon on Sunday, said his
Olympie experience had been pro-
found.

"Thad such a great time in 2000, it
is where [ met my gitliriend. [ have
such great memaories ofit.

"I'was staying with the wrestlers. .
I 'was on the second floor and they
were on the first so [ was safe from
any attacks,” helaughed.

“Just being there... hanging
arounct with the other athletes... it's
amazing, It is great to see the other
side. Lots of these guys are amateurs,
theydoother jobs or their sport is not
12 monthsayearlike tennis.

“To them I am something like a
hero, I guess,” he smiled, no trace of
immodestyinhisvoice.

"They follow my progress around
the world, in the newspapers and it is
great to see how they are, to share
withthem...to see theirsports.

‘Lasttime [wentto the swimming
and the badminton. In Athens Fwant
to see sume athletics -- and maybe
thewrestling."

Aloserin thesemifinalsinSydney,
Federer has set his sights on winning
Olympicgoldin Athens.

°I lost in the semifinals and the
bronze medal match (against Amaud
di Pasquale of France) and it was very
hard for me. I remember crying a lot
after that," Federer said.

"This time | hope my girlfriend
and [ can celebrate our fourth anni-
versarywith me getting a medal.

'I'm on the top of my game, ['ve
never played as consistently as this
for suchalong period of time, If I can
keep this up it will mean good things
formeinthe future.”

Argentinastart tomorrow
Bielsa's job
cut out

REUTERS, Chiclayo

Beleaguered Argentina coach
Marcelo Bielsa sees the Copa
America as the ideal chance to blend
togethertwo generationsof players.

“We're in a stage of transition and
we hope this is moment (o translate
that into a competitive team," Bielsa,
who has been attempting to rebuild
Argentina after their shock first
round exitatthe 2002World Cup, told
anews conference on Monday.

He has been phasing in players
such as strikers Cesar Delgado,
Mariano Gonzalez and Carlos Tevez
and midfielders Luis Gonzalez and
Andres D'Alessandro to join what
remains of the old guard, but it is
provingalongand painful process.

Argentina were beaten 3-1 by
Brazil and held 0-0 at home by
Paraguay in their last two World Cup
qualifiers, inereasing the presstire on
Bielsa, who many thought was lucky
to keep his job after theWorld Cup.

The introverted, eccentric coach
is regularly insulted by the Buenos
Aires crowd at home matches.

"Playing well and winning is the
only way to change this," said Bielsa,
whose (eam open their campaign
against Ecuador in group B on
Wednesday.

Bielsa said pressure was part of
the job and would not comment on
speculation that he couled be fired if
his team did not dowellin Peru,

“It's part of the coaching profes-
sion, as is the eriticism and the lack of
stability, although that being the case
it'snotacomfortablesituation.

"We're at the start of a competi-
tion and there's a long path to travel
along. Along the way, we will come
across many situations butas I don't
know what these will be and eannot
predict them, [ cannot comment on
thematthemoment."

Do it like
Menotti

REUTERS, Chiclayo

Mexico codch Ricardo Lavolpe wants
his side to play the stylish, attacking
football favoured by his mentor Cesar
Luis Menottiatthe Copa America.

"Today, there are two styles of
play," LavolpesaidonMonday.

“The team that takes the initiative,
plays welland wins; and the other that
playsonthe counter attack.”

"My style 15 more like Cesar Luis
Menotti," said Lalmlpl-. who was
reserve goalkeeper in Menotti's

Argentina team which mm the World

A upin 1978, :
"Evenif his teams Iust they pla.yed

welland thestadiumwasalways full."

Lavalpe is under increasing pres-
sure (o do well at the Copa America
after an uninspiring run of results in
friendlies, although his team sailed
through their Wotld Cup qualifying:
preliminary tie against Dominica last
month, winning 18-0 on aggregate
over twolegs.

He insisted that Mexico, beaten
linalists in Colombia three years ago,
would attemptto win the tournarment
for the first time since they were
invited totake partas guestsin 1993

"We're working to be among the
contenders in this tournament, we're
in a good frame of mind and we're
going after our target,s which is the
Copa."

Mexico have brought a full-
strength squad to the tourmnament,
where they face Argentina, Uruguay
and Ecuadorin firstround Group B.

A Burmese
jackpot!

REUTERS, Landarn

Amystery gamblerwho won 332,625
pounds (5609,300) when Greece
were crowned European champions
on Sunday has been revealed as a 34-
year-old Burmese businessman, not
a Greek foothall fan,

The man placed a series of wag-
ers with William Hill bookmakers in
Woking, just outside London, start-
ing with 4,000 pounds at 50-1 on
June 23 and culminating with a
12,500 pounds bet on Sunday when
Greece were a 9-4 chance to' beat
tournamenthosts Portugal.

"He decided to back Greece
rather than England after being
impressed with the Greek defence in
their early games," said Williarm Hill
spokesman Graham Sharpe,

"He is back at work today but 1
believe he is consideringa holiday -~
probablyin Greece,"

Greece, B0-1 outsiders at the start
having never previously won a
match at a major tournament,
defeated Portugal 1-0 in the final
thanks to a 57th-minute header
from striker Angelos Haristeas.

Rooney offered
5-year deal

r\FR Liverpool

England sensation Wayne Rooney
has been offered a five-year contract
athis club Everton.

Toffees officials ccnﬂrmed they
have offered the 18-year-old striker
the biggest contract in the
Premiershipclub'shistory:

"We believe this is the right offer
for Wayne - one which fully reflects
his growing stature within football,"
Everton chief executive Trevor Birch
told the club's website.

Rooney scored four goals in Euro
2004 to announee his arrival on the
world stage instyle.

PHOTO: AFP

PLEASE DON'T ERUPT! The Misti valcano sits in the background as workers prepare the electronic board at the
Monumental stadium in Arequipa, southern Peruon July 5.

Counting on shamans

REUTERS, Lima

Wearing a poncho and colored
beads, Peruvian shaman Juan Osco
took a swig from a botile filled with
unidentified herbs and sprayed the
liguid over a soccer ball decorated
with flags.

Afellow "brujo” whacked the ball
with chrysanthemums in a shower
ofyellow petals,

Other shamans, chanting and
shaking maracas, sprayed sickly
perfume over the shirts and fags of
the 12 teams that will competein the
Copa America soccer tournament
starting on Tuesday.

"This is to welcome all the teams
and to wish them good luck,” Osco
told a hemused erowd of onlookers
outside Lima's National Stadium.

But he and his sixfellowshamans
-« including some [rom Brazil,
Mexico, Argentina and Bolivia -- had
decided not to forecast the win-
ner.

"We're not infallible,” he said.
"May the best team win."

World champions Brazil are
obviously strong contenders and
Osco said they were helped by
their team colors -- yellow, repre-
senting spiritual strength, and
green, the color of hope.

Though Peru "aren't looking so
good, we have to unite the forces
of all fans," he added, before
hollering "goooooaal Peru.”

"Whenever they do this, we
lose," sighed Martin Suarez, 23,
who was selling hats and shirts in
Peru's red and white colors.

At one point Oseo held a
shrunken head atop a pole to cast
out negative energy and promote
good values. Another shaman
sported a gray fox fur and beat a
drum; a third, wearing jungle
designs, blewa conch shell.

Along with the soccer shirts
and flags, the shamans laid out
team pictures beside their other
accouterments: dried llama
fetuses, skulls, a cross, feathers
and coca leaves, which ae con-
sidered sacredin the Andes.

Dubbed the "Shaman of the
Andes," Osco urged the gods to
smile on Peru during the tourna-
ment, which ends on July 25.

Despite the shamans' efforts,
the number of tourists expected
to attend the Copa this year is
likely to be affected by recent
violence in southern Peru and a
general strike planned for next
week.

'Come home Otto'

\,EF
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REUTERS, Berlin

Germany, knockeed out at the group
stage of Euro 2004, toasted Greek
success under Otto Hehhagel on
Monday but hoped that the German
coach would soon return (o rescue
his own ailing national side.

"King of Europe,” proclaimed
top-selling Bild above a picture of
the 65-year-old on which the news-
paper had added a crown. "But now
please comehome."

An emergency meeting of the
German Football Association on
Monday agreed to set up a four-
member committee including Franz
Beckenbauer, aWorld Cup winneras
player and coach, to select the new
coach but gave no names of likely
candidates.

German hopes for the 2006 World
Cup, which itis hosting, were rocked
last week when Ottmar Hitzfeld
decideéd not to replace Rudi Voeller
who resigned as German coach after
the 2-1losstoalargely reserve Czech

side.
(Hitzleld, sacked as eoach of
Bayern Munichin May, wasseenas a

natural successor after his"

Champions League triumphs with
Bayern in 2000 and Borussia
Dortmund in 1997,

The heir apparent, however, who
hiad expressed interest in the job in
recent months, said he needed a
break and was not in the right state
of mind.

Since then a series ofhigh-profile
coaches, including Christoph Dam
at Turkish side Fenerbahce, have
said they would not be prepared to
accept thechallenge.

Rehhagel has emerged as a
potential saviour after he crafted a
Greek side lacking any obvious stars
into European champions. Among
themwas Angelos Haristeas, a fringe
player at German side Werder
Bremen who scored Greece's win-
neron Sunday.

Rehhagel's reluctance to talk
about the vacant position has
prompted widespread speculation
that he could be ready (o coach the
Germans.

Indeed, the only other clear
German candidate not to have ruled

himself out is Lothar Matthagus,
who played a record 150 timeés ffor
Cerminy 1hd Is |1rm trainer Lof
Huhgaky S lecihedi

Matthaens has said he would be
up tothe job, but he haslittle coach-
ingexperience.

The German EA, though, would
have a Herculean struggle wrestling
Rehhagel from Greece.

The Greek FA chief told Bild in no
uncertain terms that Rehhagel
would stay.

"Otto will stay Greek trainer until
2006. End of discussion,” said
Vassilis Gagatsis.

Germany might then be forced to
follow the Greek example by
employing their first foreign coach.,

Speculation so far has included
PSV Eindhoven boss Guus Hiddink,
who reached the World Cup semi-
finals with the Netherlands in 1998
and South Korea in 2002, and
Danish eoach Morten Olsen.

The German FA's difficulties are
compounded by calls for its chief,
Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder, to resign.
Critics accuse him of being too
hands on and interfering in team
selection.

'Excuse me Mr

Pauleta!’
AFP, Athens

Greek President Costis
Stephanopoulos has scolded
Portuguese striker Pauleta and
French football legend Michel Platini
for criticising Euro champions
sreece'sdefensive tactics.

"I want to stress that there was
somemalice written in foreign news-
papers, which came [fom some
important people like the celebrated
Platini or mister Pauleta, who askec
himselfifit was a pity for a team that
plays defensively to become
Eurppean champions,”
Stephanopoulos said during an
official reception for the team and
German coach Otto Rehhagel.

"Let's answer Mr. Pauleta and all
the others who accuse the team of
allegedly playlng defensively, that
whoever wins, wins, and whoever
loses, loses - let's be clear on that,”
the Greek President thundered.

. 'Itis regretable that a team that
does nothing but defends ends up as
European champion,” striker Pauleta

‘moaned after the tournament hosts

lost1-0to GreeceinSunday's final,

"The team prevented the other
sides' strikers from scoring. If thisisa
bad thing, or a sin, then it's the other
teams who didn't play well,"
Stephanopoulos said.

"You played in a way that brought
victory."

Rehhagel also defended his team,
saying they played "controlled offen-
sive".

"Ifthe other teams had such great
players, then they should have put
five goals against us,” said Rehhagel
who believes the Greek team-spirit
defeated their rivals.

"Ronaldo is a great footballer, but
on an individual level," the German
coach said of Portugal's Manchester
United winger.

Figo pissed him off

GEES

(Y Euro

AEPB Lishon

PORTLIGA.I.q

The Spanish man who invaded the
pitchin the final minutes of the Euro
2004 final between Portugal and
Greece on Sunday said he was moti-
vated by lingering anger over
Portuguese star Luis Figo's transfer
from Barcelona to Madricl in 2000.

"I did it for fame, but with a
cause. Figo is a sell-out,” the 29-
year-old from Barcelona who goes
by the name "Jimmy Jump" told
daily newspaper 24Horas.

The man racedacross the pitch at
the Stadium of Light in Lisbon and
threw a Barcelona scarf into Figo's
face before he hurled himself
against the back of the Portuguese
net.

He was carried off the pitch by
police and charged with public

orderoftences,

A court in Lisbon on Monday
released him without setting bail
terms until a trial date s set, the
newspaper said. Greeee won the
match 1-0.

The Spaniard has targeted other
high-profile events before, most
recently at the Spanish Grand Prix,
according to the Inteérnet page
(www.jimmyjump.com) advertised
on the black T-shirt he wore to the
Euro final.

Figo has routinely faced protests
by Barcelona fans since his 56 mil-
lion dollar (46 million euro) then-
world record transfer from
Barcelona to arch-rivals Real Madritl
four years ago,

A Russian journalistwho jumpetd
from the stands and ran half the
length of the pitch at the same sta-
dium during his side's first phase
Euro 2004 match against Portugal
was discharged after a Lisbon court
handed him a reprimand.

Deco joins Barca

K ¥ Football

AFP Barcelona

Portuguese micfield star Deco has
signed a four-year deal with
Barcelona, the Primera Liga side
confirmed on Monday.

The 26-year-old will arrive in the
Catalan capital on Tuesday for a
medical and if all goes according to
plan will be presented immediately
bythe club.

The Brazilian-born Deco, a
kingpin both in the Porto team
which won the Champions League -
he scored in the final against
Monaco - and the Portuguese
national side which reached the
Euro 2004 final, had alsobeenlinked
to Premiership side Chelsea. He
becomes the fifth new signing in the
Catalan side after Brazilian defender
Juliano Belletti, French midfielder
Ludovic Giuly, Swedish striker
Henrik Larsson and Duteh defender
Giovanni van Bronckhorst.



