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Morshed hopes
India trip to
improve ties

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
yesterday told parliament that he
felt his visit to India after assump-
tion of power by the new Congress
government would have positive
impact on strengthening relations
between the two countries.

Replying to a question from
Delwar Hossain Sayeedi (Jamaat-
Pirojpur), he said the Indian leaders
have renewed commitments to
work together for economic uplift of
both the countries and establishing
peace and solidarityin the region.

Khan said he visited India from
May 31 to June 4 as special envoy of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and
handed over her letters to Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
and Congressleader Sonia Gandhi.

During hisvisit to Inclia, Morshed
Khansaid, he held meetings with the
new Indian prime minister, his
Indian counterpart, other ministers
and political leaders and discussed
bilateralissues.

During the meetings, Indian
leaders had responded positively in
resolving various unresolved mat-
ters through discussion, he added.

Replying to Mia Golam Parwar
(Jamaat), the minister said that
during his visit to India, he had
discussed bilateral trade and invest-
ment, security matters, proposed
river-linking mega project by India,
and cultural and educational ca-
operatioi:

He informed that during the
discussions, the Indian leaders had
expressed their willingness to
strengthen relation with Bangladesh
and to resolve all bilateral issues
through discussion.

He told MA Hashem (BNF) that
Bangladesh had taken an initiative
to sign a MolJ with the Malaysian
government for co-operation in the
field of science and technology, and
the matter was now under the con-
sideration of the Malaysian govern-
ment.

With such an agreement, Khan
said, the Malaysian public and
private entrepreneurs could play a
significant role in developing the
Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) sector of
Bangladesh.

The foreign minister hinted in
parliament that the defeat of
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury in the
OIC (Osganisation of Islamic
Conference) election was due to
negative campaign by the opposi-
tion AwamiLeague (AL).

He was replying to a question
from Farook Khan (AL-Gopalganj)
about the financial loss in contest-
ingthe electionand the defeat.

Khan told Kader Siddiqui (KSJL)
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
left no stone unturned for the
Bangladesh candidarure in the OIC
election. "We tried heart and soul,”
he said and hinted that "negative
campaign by (AL) was the reason for
thedefeat.”

Replying to Farook Khan, he
claimed that the success of
Bangladesh foreign policy was the
highestin last32 years.

He told M Sultan Mahmud Babu
(BNP) that in the revised budget of
fiscal 2003-04, expenses for the
Bangladesh missions abroad were
over Tk 146.34 crore although the
alloeation in FY 2002-03 was Tk 135
crore. The excess expenditure for the
missions was due to the fall of taka
against dollar and euro in the last
fiscal year, hesaid:

Replying to Prof Shahidul Islam
(BNP}, the minister said Bangladesh
peacekeepers are now working in
ten countries under the United
Nations.

The foreign minister said the
country earned $ 84 million (Tk 504
crore) in FY 2003-04 from those
peacekeeping missions. Since its
participation in the peacekeeping
missions, the country earned about
$ 502 million (Tk 3,000 crore), he
added.

Hasina sees '
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"The government will be responsi-
ble if the killer hits me," she
warned, adding security measures
provided by the government for her
werenot sufficient.

On Monday last, Hasina
received phone threats of attack
simultaneously in Dhaka and at her
hotelroomin Istanbul.

Shesaid, "Theidentities of those
who have threatened me are quite
The persons who
have been patronising the killers of
Bangabandhu and celebrating
birthdays on his death anniversa-
ries are doing this.," On several
occasions in the past, Hasina had
alleged that Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia observes August 15 as
her birthday, though it is not her
real date of birth.

Describing the phone threats
received in Istanbul, Hasina said,
“The caller identified himself as
Kala Janhangir and asked me to
leave the hotel room, saying there
would be attack on me." "When 1
asked his identity, the caller said he
was from Kolkata. However, after a
while, he changed his name and
said he was like my youngest
brother, Russell." Russell was
gunned down on August 15, 1975
along with his father,
Bangabandhu, and other family
members.

Hasina also alleged Kala
Jahangir, a listed top eriminal, is
very close to the prime minister's
eldestson.

On the controversial Dhaka-10
parliamentary by-polls, Hasina
took a swipe at the Election

Commission (EC) saying, "Either
the commission has no backbone
oritsmemberswere bribed.”

She noted, when all the election
observers and media [except
Bangladesh Television and ntv]
reported widespread fake voting at
the polls, the EC in the shortest
time possible published the gazette
and the Jatiya Sangsad speaker
arranged for ruling alliance candi-
date's oath. She claimed the
Dhaka-10 by-polls also proves that
there were widespread rigging in
the last general elections as well,

The AL president accused the
government of snatching the peo-
ple's franchise guaranteed by the
constitution in the by-election.
She, however, confirmed that her
party will contest in the Gazipur-2
by-pollsslated for August 1.

On corruption cases pressed
against her, Hasina said, "It's not
me, but they are the ones who are
cormupt. The prime minister, her
family members and the entire
government have plunged into
corruption.”

Senior leaders of the AL includ-
ing Abdus Samad Azad, Abdul Jalil,
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, Kazi
Zafar Ullah, Mohiuudin Khan
Alamgir, Obaidul Kader, Syed Abul
Hossain and Asaduzzaman Noor
were presentat the conference.

Earlier, in the morning, leaders
ofthe AL andits front organisations
received Hasina at the Zia
International Airport, in front of
which this time police did not allow
any gathering.

Ministry tussle stalls
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handout published in national
dailies termed the advertisement
illegal and asked people not to
respond to it and be careful about
suchadvertisements,

The advertisement did not meet
the legal requirements for sending
people abroad for marine sector
jobs, the handoutsaid.

The recruiting agency then took
up the matter with the oversees
employment ministry and found the
Department of Shipping under the
shipping ministry initiated the
handout.

Officials of the overseas employ-
ment ministry told The Daily Star
they had approved as per procedure
sending people to Greece for
employment. "We gave the approval
after confirmation from our mission
concerned (in Rome) and it is our
job to generate overseas employ-
ment," atop official said.

"If the shipping ministry or
shipping department has any objec-
tion to it, they should have con-
tacted us before issuing such a
handout. We also sent a letter to the
shipping ministry for withdrawal of
thehandout,” headded.

But shipping department offi-
cials said the advertisement was
illegal because it did not meet the
requirements for recruitment of
people for marine jobs. "We felt
people should be made aware of
such advertisements so that they are
notcheated by recruiters," hesaid.

The handout will not be with-
drawmn. )

He mentioned the shipping
ministry will shortly publish new
guidelines for sending people
abroadformarine jobs.

Proprietor of Rabbi International
Mohammad Bashir said he will go to
court if the handout is not with-
drawn immediately.

The handout harmed goodwill of
his firm and scope of huge employ-
ment in Greece and ather European
countries in marine sector, he said.
"Iwill also demand compensation,”

Bashir claimed at least 50,000
Bangladeshis could be employed in
marinesectorin Greece.

Sources said the state minister
for overseas employment and some
high officials of the ministry visited
Athens last year and requested the
authorities there to recruit
Bangladeshiworkers.

Changes
in admin

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday trans-
ferred five deputy commissioners,
freshly appointed seven and made
two others 0SDs (Officers on Special
Duty).

According to an establishment
ministry of notification, the five DCs
transferred are Yunusur Rahman
(from Brahmanbaria to
Moulivibazar), Mohammad Harun
Chowdhury (from Panchagarh to
Sylhet), Shah Alam Bakshi (from
Jamalpur to Mymensingh), Ahmed
Ullah (from Chapainwabganj to
Dinajpur) and Makshumul Hakim
Chowdhury (from Thakurgaon to
Noakhali).

Mohammad Humayun Kabir,
director at the Prime Minister's
Office, has been appointed to DC of
Jamalpur, Zahirul Haq, deputy
secretary at home ministry, to DC of
Brahmanbaria, Mohammad [lias,
director of BCS Administration
Academy, to DC of Satkhira, Gazi
Mizanur Rahman, director at
Bangladesh Public Service Training
Academy (BPATC), to DC of
Thakurgaon, SM Foysal Alam, direc-
tor of Muktijoddaha Kallayan Trust,
to DC of Panchagarh and AS
ShamimAhmed, deputy secretary at
agriculture ministry to DCofPabna.

Meanwhile, the jobs of Satkhira
DCAYM Ekramul Haqand Narail DC
Farhad Uddin have been placed
with the establishment ministry for
appointmentin future.

According to officials, the posts
of deputy commissioners fell vacant
when 23 officers were promoted as
joint secretaries. The government is
sald to be in erisis of meritorious
officers for the posts of DC.

10,000 murdered
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Jatiya Party portrayed a dismal
picture of inadequacy of police
manpower, transports and fuel and
police stations,

BNP lawmaker llyias Ali asked for
splitting Sylhet Kotwali Police
Station into several police stations
to cope with the increasing number
ofcrimes.

Azizur Rahman Chowdhury of
Jamaat said bus robberies have
become rampant on Dhaka-
Dinajpur highway.

Shahiduzzaman Beltu of the BNP
said his district Jhenidah has tuned a
crime-prone area and asked for
immediate replacement of out-of-
operation police vehicles.

AL lawmaker Shahjahan Khan
alleged the government has lost
control overlaw and ordersituation.

Jatiya Party legislator Hahizuddin
told the House mugging and toll
collection were rampant in
Thakurgaon townat night.

In response to a query by
Helaluzzaman Talukdar of the BNE
Altaf said during the period 1996 till
date, 20,797 arms licences were
issued. OF these, 4,048 were issued
during 2001-2004 and the rest dur-
ing 996-2000 when the AL was in
pOWEL.

"In many cases, we found there
was no similarity between the pho-
tographs and people given arms
licences, Some people were not
found in their address, even the
under-aged and children were given
licences," hesaid.

Altaf told parliament an inquiry
into the irregularities was on and
thatlawfulaction would be taken.

Arms licences given during AL
rule: 1996 - 793, 1997 - 4,417, 1998 -
4,174, 1999 - 3,959, 2000 - 3,408 and
2001 - 3,513. Arms licences given
during the present coalition rule:
2002-153,2003 - 186 and 2004 - 194.

26 Iraqis
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Al-Anbar province while conducting
security and stability operations," the
militarysaid in astatement.

Meanwhile, US soldiers shot dead
one Iraqi child and wounded another
when the car their father was driving
falled to stop at a checkpoint in
Baghdad Monday night despite
repeated wamnings, the US military
claimed yesterday:

"US soldiers fired on an Iragi
vehicle that failed to obey verbal and
visual warnings to stop near westerm
Baghdad,"itsaidinastatement.

Also yesterday, a group of armed,
masked Iraqi men threatened to kill
Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-
Zargawi if he did not immediately
leave the country, accusing him of
killing innocent Iragis and defiling the
Muslimreligion.

The threats revealed the deep
anger many Iraqis feel toward foreign
fighters, whom many consider as
illegitimate a presence here as the
160,000 troops of the US-led coalition.

[n a videotape sent (o the al-
Arabiya television station, a group
calling itself the "Salvation
Movement," questioned how al-
Zarqawi could use Islam to justify the
killing of innocents, the trgeting of
government officials and the kidnap-
pingand beheadingofforeigners.

"He must leave Iraq immediately,
he and his followers and everyone
who gives shelter v him and his
criminal actions," said a man on the
video.

The video marked the first time an
Iraqi group made such a public threat
against al-Zarqawi, for whom the US
troops carried out an air strike on
Fallujah Monday killing at least 12
people.

The US warplanes dropped four
500-pound (227-kilogram) bombs
and two 1,000- pound bombs "against
a Mujahedeen safe house," said a US

militaryspokesman.
(AFE AP)

Observers demand
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free and fair elections, that the
results of this contest be nullified
and another election be expediently
held, otherwise people will lose
respect for the entire electoral pro-
cess,"

The demand came two days
before the Election Commission’s
(EC's) hearing of the appeal filed by
Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB)
candidate Abdul Mannan for can-
cellation of the by-polls at the EC
conferenceroom onThursday.

The EC has already served a
notice to both the ruling BNP and
the BDBtoattend the hearingon the
validity of the parliamentary by-
election, which has been eclipsed by
allegations of massive vote rigging.

The BDB in an appeal to the EC
onJuly3 demanded the cancellation
challenging legality of the election.
In his appeal Mannan claimed he
had submitted 'evidences' of ballot
rigging by the ruling alliance at 89 of
the 103 polling centres and a range
of other irregularities to back up his
demand. .

On the four election observer
groups' demand to nullify the by-
polls results, Acting Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Safiur
Rahman told the British
Broadcasting Corporation's Bangla
Service yesterday, "The matter is
sub-judice. Icannotspeakonit."

He said, "I don't have the legal
authority to cancel the by-election.
A petition has been filed by the BDB
candidate, both parties have been
served with a notice and the EC will
reach a decision after hearing both
thesides.”

This is the first time the observer
groups have raised such a demand,
as generally they limit their task to
portraying the poll scenario, But,
they said the irregularities in the last
occasion wentto suchanextent that
they felt compelled to demand
revocation ofitsresults.

The observer groups actually
nave raised doubts about the total
election process, efficacy of election
laws and the role of EC, said a
MuniraKhan, chairperson of Fema,

She told The Daily Star last night,
"We don't blame any political party.
But, election which is essential to a
strong democracy, must not be
degraded to such a farce, which
gives rise to a notion that election is
quitean easy thing, whatyou need is
onlyto repressyour opponent.”

*If no one obeys the rules and
regulations what is the point of their
existence?” she enquired.

*If there are any loopholes in the
existing rules and regulations, we
would want them reformed,” Khan
said, adding, "If a 'free and fair
election' seal was given to the highly
irreguliar Dhaka-10 " by-polly * ther
future eléctions might become

meaningless,"

A former election commissioner
told The Daily Star last night, "In the
latest election, they [observer
groups] have witnessed the govern-
ment (o use state powers under legal
cover to forcibly swing the verdict in
favour of its candidate, eroding
public confidence on the entire
election process.”

"If such a trend continues it
would wear away public confidence
infair polls,” he noted.

Earlier, Fema Secretary General
Muhammad Abdul Matin had
termed the election an unusual
event in the history of Bangladesh, a
'one-sided’ show, and said domi-
nance of the four-party alliance
candidate was keenly felt at almaost
allthe pollingstations.

Janipop in a statement had
reported that the by-polls was held
amid high instances of fraud, fake
voting and other electoral interfer-
Ence.,

gn ahwéll::n[;mle?jwnt. the
Janipop had s¢ e parliamentary
by-election wag marred by high
instances of fraud, enough to call
into question the validity of its final
results,

Not more than 35 percent voters
took partinthe election, itnoted.

Accarding to Brotee's queer vote
matrix, the participation of genuine
voters was very limited, though the
total voter presence was 73 percent.
Theaverage vote cast was 38 percent
while 35 percent of the voters left
without casting vote. And of the 38
percent votes cast, 55 percent were
‘false’ and the rest, 45 percent,
genuine.

DemocracyWatch reported of a
verylow turnout of voters, especially
of women, and maintained there
was no incident of violence due to
the absolute supremacy of a particu-
lar party at every polling centre.

On the election day, the acting
CEC had rejected the demand for
cancellation of the election, though
He told the press, "I ean only say the
pollwas not totally satisfactory."

The EC secretariat had hurriedly
published gazette notification on
the polls results and Speaker Jamir
Uddin Sircar administered the oath
of office to ruling coalition candi-
date Mosaddak Ali Falu In a similar
fashion, taking less than three hours
tocomplete the process.

Keraniganj
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Kotwali police arrested Omar from
old Dhaka three days back and later
handed him over to Keraniganj
Police Station. Omar Sheikh, nowon
a two-day remand in Nasir Ali mur-
der casg, stands accused jn Delwar
miirder case too.

Mannan sues govt
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irregularities inthe by-polls.

He levelled charges of contempt
against Prime Minister's Principal
Secretary Kamal Uddin Siddiqui,
Home Secretary Omar Farooque,
Defence Secretary KM Ehsanul Huq
and Acting Principal Staff Officer
Brigadier General Illias Iftekhar
Rasul,

Mannan's lawyers expect the
High Court bench of Justice Abdul
Wahhab Mia and Justice Jinat Ara to
hear the case today. The same bench
on June 29 ordered the four officials
to deploy army in each polling
centre on a writ petition by Mannan
and three other election candidates.

"(The) Court's order has not
been complied with by the respon-
dent-contemners wilfully and
deliberately to have an exparte
result in favour of the ruling [alli-
ance] candidate and therefore such
deliberate and wilful disobedience
to the order of this Hon'ble Court
and thereupon conduect of such
election is wholly illegal," the peti-
tion observed while questioning the
validity of the pollsresult,

Slapping charges of massive
rigging and manipulation by the
ruling BNP-led four-party alliance,
Mannan said, "The hoodlums of the
ruling party captured the polling
stations and snatched away ballot
papers from the presiding officers of

the... 89 centres at gunpoint and put
seal on those in favour of the ruling
[alliance] candidate. The agents
were not allowed to lodge any com-
plaint with the respective presiding
officers, The women polling agents
were threatened with gang-rape.”
"The respondent-contemners
are liable to be prosecuted and
punished for contempt of this
Hon'ble Court," the petition notecd.

Court accepts
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(PBCP-ML) leader Abdur Rashid
Shaikh alias Tapu, has been
excluded from the charge sheet as
he was killed last month in a
crossfire with police after being
arrestedin Dhaka.

Four of the accused now in jail
are Sumon, Ali Akbar, Bomaru
Akram and Bulbul.

Khulna police filed two cases,
one for murder of the journalist and
the other under Explosives Act, on
January 19, Charge sheet in the case
under Explosives Act was submitted
onMarch 19, accusing 13 people.

Manik Saha, Khulna correspon-
dent of The New Age and a stringer
for BBC, was killed in a bomb attack
on January 15 this year near Khulna
Press Club. The PBCP (Janajuddha)
claimed responsibility [or the
murder.

CID to submit
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Experts of the Home Ministry
Monitoring Cell yesterday approved
the memorandumofevidence (ME).

“We'll submit the charge sheet
after Superintendent of Police and
Public Prosecutor of Gazipur
approves the memorandum of
evidence," Assistant Superin-
tendent Khalequzzaman, leader
of the team, told The Daily Star
yesterday.

The CID team hopes to get the
approval today.

The slain lawmaker's brother
Motiur Rahman lodged the case
accusing 17 people of the murder.
He named Nurul Islam Sarker,
leader of the ruling party's youth
front Jubo Dal asthe mastermind.

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar on May 24
ordered the investigation officer to
complete the probe immediately
and submit the charge sheet in a
maonth.

He also ordered the police to
arrestall the FIR named killers.

Police so far have managed to
arrest only three accused --
Mahbub, Monir and Dulal.

Including the alleged mastermind
Nurul Islam Sarkar, the accused on
the run are Nurul Islam Dipu and
his brothérs Shahidul Islam Shipu
and Ohidul Islam Tipu, Kana Halfiz,
Ratan Mia, Anowar Hossain Anu,
Sohel, Shohagh, Jahangir, Al Amin,
Faisal, Rony, Bulu Mia and Syed
AhmedMajnu,

Mahbub, one of the three
arrestees, has confessed to his par-
ticipation in the murder and con-
frmed that Nurul [slam Sarker had
masterminded the killing,

Besides those three, police have
detained four suspects --
Nasiruddin, Suman, Oli Mian and
Qaiyum and a North Badda landlord
Kabir Hossain, who sheltered the
three accused.

The CID source, however,
refused to confirm whether police
would press charge against Nurul
Islam Sarker.

"We will press charge against
everyone we have found to be
involved in the killing. We won't wait
further for their arrest and the court
may run their mrial in absentia," said
Khalequzzaman.,

Dwindling Danish
aid not to harm
current projects
Envoy tells journalists
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Danish assistance to different devel-
opment programumes in Bangladesh
has shrunk but itwould not adversely
affect the ongoing development
programmes here, sald the Danish
Ambassador to Bangladesh Niels
Severin Munk.

He said this while speaking at Face
to Face with Women Journalists, a
programme organised by Bangladesh
Centre for Development Journalism
and Communication (BCDJC) in the
cityyesterday.

Niels Severin Munk said the
Danish financial assistance for vari-
ous development programmes in
Bangladesh has been cut to 200 mil-
lion Danish Kroner from the previous
year'sallocation of230 million Kroner.

He dismissed suggestions that
Bangladesh being listed as the most
corrupt country by the Transparency
Intemational has something to do
with the reduction in financial alloca-
tion to Bangladesh. He, however, said
as a development partner, the Danish
government would always like to
ensure that their money is better used
withoutanyhindrance stemmed from
corruption.

An aide to the ambassador
explaining the reasons for reduction
in the allocation said that Denmark
did not intend the reduction in aid for
any specific reason. The assistance
has decreased rather as a part of its
global policy (o gradually reduce the
foreignaid.

The aide also said programmes
that are aimed at reducing poverty in
Bangladesh would not be affected by
thecut.

"We have noticed tremendous
improvementin the agriculture sector
and areas relating to women empow-
erment. Remarkable achievernents in
these twosectors are really praisewor-
thy," said the ambassador.

The ambassador said DANIDA
(Danish International Development
Agency)) funded various develop-
ment progammes including water
and sanitation, arsenic mitigation,
rehabilitation of women, elimination
of violence against women, childcare
and human development and
empowermentoladolescent girls.

Loan defaulter
arrested

UNB, Dhaka

A loan defaulter was arrested on a
court warrant on Monday night for
non-repayment of loan of Tk 2 crore
tolslami Bank Bangladesh Limited.

Motijheel police arrested the
businessmen, Habibur Rahman
Mollah, at his Dhanmondiresidence
and produced him in the court
yesterday.

No pay
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regard as we are unable to pay salary
as the funds eome from the finance
ministry,” Jahan Ara said on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, the government has
taken up a programme to recruit an
additional 35,000 primary teachers
under the Primary Education
Development Programmell (PEDP-
I1) involving an outlay of about Tk
5,000 crore for expansion and quali-
tative improvement of primary
education.

The education ministry has
received the highest allocation of Tk
7,680 crore in the budget for fiscal
2004-05 against Tk 6,740 crore in the
2003-04 budget.

BTRC
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Telecom Limited -- qualified for
one licence each. QC Telecom,
which belongs to a policy-
maker, had received approval for
another licence earlier in the first
round.

In the first round, the BTRC had
approved 10 licences for fixed
phone networks, Of them eight
licences have already been issued
to four companies -- four licences
to Bashundhara Communications
Network Limited, two to Ranks
Telecom Limited, a venture of
Rangs Group, and one each to
Jalalabad Telecom Limited and
Bangla Phone, a joint venture of
Nitol Group, Technoheaven Co Ltd
and Bengal Communications
International Inc.

Of the remaining two, Westec
Limited, a project of an Internet
service provider, has deposited the
licence fee while QC Telecom Ltd
has not done so yet, BTRC oificials
said.

Agro-based
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international market," Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman told the
press yesterday. "That is why we are
planning to subsidise agro-based
productexports.”

"We have declared this fiscal year '

as the agriculture year. The Youth
Development Directorate will make
alist of persons whohave been given
training in agro-based industry," he
added. "According to that list, they
will get loans from banks for setting
up agro-basedindustries.”

DB men rescue

businessman
Foil scheme to cheat Tk 10 lakh,

nab four frauds

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives on Monday frustrated a
scheme of fourswindlers to cheat Tk
10lakh outofabusinessman.

The Detective Branch (DB)
plainclothesmen rescued the busi-
nessman named Mohammad
Rezaul Karim, recovered and
returned the money to him and
arrested the frauds posing as NGO
workers at a fourth-floor office in
thecity's UrtaraModel Town.

Karim owns six-bigha (each
bigha equals to 33 decimals) of land
at Araihajar in Narayanganj. The
gang in the name of Poor
Development Forum, an imaginary
non-governmental organisation,
contacted Karim and expressed
their willingness to rent 18,000
square feetof floor space from him.

Karim had 2,000 square feet under
a tin shed on his plot. The cheats
requested him to build additional
structures on some 15,000 square feet
of land, for which they said he would
receive anadvance of Tk501akh.

The gang told Karim Foor
Development Forum was a well to do
foreign NGO willing to invest in the
couniry, and in exchange of the lucrm-
tive deal the four men asked a com-
mission of Tk 10 lakh to be paid in
advance, Karim accepted the pro-
posalreadilyand'ingoodheart'.

As per their agreement, Karim in

the early morning Monday left his 2/F
Abhoy Das Lane house with T 10 lakh
and headed for Poor Development
office at Road 30, House 9, Sector 4,
Uttara. He reached the fourth floor of
the five-storey building at around
8:00am.

Upon receiving the Tk 10-lakh as
commission, the gang gave four
bundles of notes, apparentlyall in 500
taka notes, to Karim, claiming to have
paid Tk 20lakhand assuringto pay the
reston thefollowing day

Hut, the bundles were of 10-taka
noteswith500-taka notesgluedonthe
topand the bottom to make them ook
like bundles of Tk five lakh each. Not
knowing that he was being conned,
Karim refused to continue with the
deal foronlyTk20lakh.

As soon as Karim demanded his
money back, the gang threatened to
kill him if he did not leave the office at
onee,

Minutes later, somebody knocked
on the door, which made the cheats
terrified. When they were persuaded
to open the door, the DB men got
inside and arrested Saiful Islam,
Chinu Mia, Shamsul Flaq and
Shahjahan.

They were arrested and taken to
the DBoffice at Minto Road. DB police
later said they raided the office on a
tip-off, but refrained from saying who
didthewarning.

CJs should have no
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brought through consultation with
and consensus among the political
parties to ensure what he said was a
"check and balance” in the care-
takergovernment,

"It requires some thinking about
what should be the check and bal-
ance,” headded.

The daylong hearing on the
petiion took place in the larger
bench of Justice Jainul Abedin,
Justice Awlad Ali and Justice Mirza
Hossain Haider.

Supreme Court Advocate M
Salimullah filed the writ petition in
January 25, 2000 and the court asked
the government why the 13th
amendment should not be declared !
uneonstitutional.

The petitioner said the amend-
ment suspends the constitution's
preamble and articles 8, 48 and 56
during caretaker government's rule.
It has also givenrise to an unhealthy
trend in the appointments to the
judiciary, as theruling party tends to
manipulate the appointments ofthe
chief justice on the basis of their
political allegiance,

The petitioner's counsel, Ml
Farooqui, told the court, "Soon after
the 13th amendment, the election
was held under a caretaker govern-
ment headed by former chief justice
Habibur Rahman. When the BNP
lost the election, [its chief] Khaleda
Ziabroughtallegations of rigging."

“Then in the next phase, [former
chief justice] Latifur Rahman was
made the caretaker government
chief, When Rahman shuffled some

high officials within hours of his
assumption of power, the Awami
League termed it a civil coup and it
termed him a betrayer after losing
theelection.”

Farooqui argued, "Latifur
Rahman defended the shuffling of
high officials, saying that he had
done his homework before taking
office, giving the impression that his
executive mind was working before
hisassumption of office.”

“This proves that the prospect of
becoming caretaker government
chief affects and lures the prospec-
tive chiefjustices,"

"The criteria for immediate past
chief jusdtice” Sppclrs to be very!
ifinogent, it gives animpression thit
there Is no scope of picking and
choosing, but when two chief jus-
tices retire withina veryshort period
in the end of their tenure, the gov-
ernment chooses the time of its
resignation keepingan eye upon the
loyaltyof the two judges.”

He added the recent ldth
amendment increased the service
age of Supreme Court judges, which
was done apparently to make a
particular former chief justice the
nextcaretaker chief.

Farooqui also referred to the
complaints by the Supreme Court
Bar Association about paoliticisation
ofthe judges' appointment.

Rubul Kuddus Babu aided
Farooqui, while Additional Attorney
General Fida M Kamal made a brief
submission for the government,

UN warns

FROM PAGE 12
improving, it falls well short of what s
needed, the report said.

Prevention work is also failing for
those on the margins of society who
need ft most -- notably homosexuals,
migrants and drug users -- who are
systematically ignored in some of
Asin's mostconservativesocieties,

Women, who account for 28 per-
centofall infectionsin the region, also
face particular difficulties in parts of
Asia where seeking birth contral or
treatment can result in social alien-

Bangla Bhai

FROM PAGE 1
The majoropposition ALandthe11-
party have called the rally in
Bhabaniganjcollege field this mom-
ingto protest the ]MJ B atrocities and
demand immediate arrest of its
dreaded operations commander
Bangla Bhai. AL Publicity Secretary
Asaduzzaman Noor MP Presidium
Member Mohiuddin Khan and
Warkers Party Polit Bureau Member
Fazle Hossain Badsha are likely to
address the meeting, ;

From the grand rally, the leaders
are expected (o announce commit-
tees to resist terrorist and commu-
nal activities. The committees will
be formed at village and upazila
levels with professionals and politi-
cal leaders with a view to resist both
the communist outlaws and the
JMIB cadres, who for long have been
oppressing the people in the north-
western region, sources said.

Initially, the organisation arrang-
ing public security will be formed at
Bagmara and will later be extended
to Puthia, Naldanga, Durgapur,
Raninagar and Atrai upazilas, said a
senforleftist politician.

"Partisanroleof police has forced
us to prepare an outline for anti-
terrorism organisation at villages, as
people have the right to protect
themselves," he said when asked if
the organisation would create more
tension.

Asia

ation.

"New epidemics appear to be
advancing unchecked... notably
Eastern Europe and Asia - regions that
are experiencing the fastest-growin
epidemics in the world," said the
report.

While sub-Saharan Africa remains
the worst-hit place in the world, UN
experts predicted that Asin would
need 28 percent of an estimated 20
billion dollar budget recquired by 2007
for pre\’enr.immng care. Currently, less
than five billion dollars is spentworld-
wide. '

China alone has an estimated
840,000 peopleliving with HIV but the
report warns that 10 million people
may be infected by 2010 unless effec-
tive action s taken since it has spread
across thecountry.

In India, which at 5.1 million has
the largest number of people outside
of South Africa living with HIV, astudy
three years ago found thata quarter of
the population had never even heard
of AIDS,

Although most infections were
through sexual activity, injecting drug
use in the north-east of the country
bordering Myanmar and close to the
notorious Golden Triangle drug
producing area saw HIV infection
mtesofupto75percent.

El 1ere in south Asia "behav-
ioural information suggests that
conditions are ripe for FITV to spread,”
accordingtothe report.

US, UK embassies

FROM PAGE 12
The enclave houses most of
Islamabad’s foreign missions on the
capital'ssoutheast outskirts,

More than 1,000 police are
deployed to guard the area as partof
a special diplomatic protection unit
within the police foree.

The British and US missions are
among the most heavily fortified,
surrounded by mzor wire, fortified
gates, several police-manned
checkposts, and guarded by
paramilitaries camped permanently
in trees opposite the buildings.



