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Ruling party lawmaker Fazlul Haq Milon launches the website of the Soclety for the Welfare of Autistic Children
(SWAC) atits Lamatia Centre in the city yesterday. Standing from left are Farhana Rahman, Engineer Anwar Hossain

and DrSirazi Munira.

4 killed, 2 injured
in Comilla road
accidents

OURCORRESPONDENT, Gomillz

Four people died and two others
were injured in two road accidents
on Dhaka-Chittagong highway in
Comillayesterday,

The first accident took place in
Matiara area under Sadar Upazilain
the morning when a Dhaka bound
covered van from Chittagong col-
lidedwith asand-laden truck, killing
acovered van passengeronthe spot.
The identity of the victim could not
be known.

Thesecond accident occurred at

Kala: Kutcha under Burichang
Upazila at about 12:45pm when a
Dhaka bound taxicab from Comilla
collided with a Noakhali bound
passenger bus from Dhaka. Three
passengers of the taxicab died on
the spot and two others were
injured.

Identity of the'victims could not
be known: The injured were admit-
ted to the Combined Military
Hospital at Comilla.

After the accidénts, traffic on the
highway remained suspended for
threehours.

- Thai frugtsfestwa.l, i 8ty

Tha opening oaramnrry ofia Ihree—day
Thal fruits festival will be held with Thai
Ambassador Phithak Phrombubpha as
chief gues!. Venue: Agora, Gulshan.
Time: 10.50am.

Painting exhibition

The inaugural ceremony of a painling
exhibition by Sheikh Afzal will be held
withJapanese Ambassator Malsushiro
Horiguchi ‘as chief guest. Venue: Saju
Art Gallery, Gulshan-2. Time: 6.00pm.
The exhibition will remain open till July
17 from 10.00am fo 8:30pm daily except
on Friday:

Roundtable

Bangladesh Institute of Law and
International Affairs (BILIA) crganises a
roundtable on'Woroceo's roleininterna-
tional affairs and ils ever-growing
relations with Bangladesh'. Venue:
BILIA Auditorium, House-22, Road-7
Dhanmondi. Time: 3.00pm.

Seminar

National Garments Workers Federation
organises a seminar on matemity leave
in garmentindustries with State Minister
for Labour and Employment Amanuliah
Aman as chief guesl. Venue: BIAM
Audiorium, 63 New Eskaton. Time:
10.00am,

Workshop

Khan Foundation organises a workshop
on 'Ecanomic activities of local govern-
ment system: Perspective and mea-
sures’. Venue: Democracy Auditorium,
Momenbagh. Time: 10.00m.

Reception

The Theatre will accord a reception o
noted drama artist K S/ Firoz on the

i?n of his 60th birth anniversary.
Venuel® Theatre foffiés) ) New Bafiey |
Road. Time: 6,30pm.

Lecture

Yoga Foundation organisesa lecture an
guanium method medilation. Venue:
111 Pioneer Road, Kakrail. Time:
5.15pm.

Mass communications and journalism

depariment of Dhaka University. will

form a human chain to protestihe kiling
of Humayun Kabir Balu, president of

Khulna Press Club, and attack on his

son Asif Kabir, a student of the depart-

ment. Venue: Aparajeo Bangladesh.

Time; 11.00am.

Roundtable

Aroundiable on safe and accident-free
river route, organised by Nirapad
Noupath Bastabayon Jote, will be held
with Shipping Minister. Akbar Hossain
as chief guest, Venue: Nalional Press
Club. Time:8.30am.

Get-together

National Union Parishad Forum organ-
ises a get-logether in connection with
the opening ceremony of its central
office in the city. Venue: House-22/8,
Road-36, Gulshan, Time: 4,00pm.

Memorial meeting

Dhaka Community, Hospital (DCH) will
hold & memorial meeting on noled
arsenic expert Dr Shiblosh Roy who
was killed in & road accident on July 2.
Venue: DCH Auditorium: Time:
2.30am.

Children of
stranded
Pakistanis
demand
equal rights

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The children of stranded

Pakistanis yesterday demanded’

equall rights as Bangladeshi citi-
Zens.

"We are neither stranded nor
Pakistanis, We are Bangladeshi as
we were born and brought up in
this country,” said Md Sadaqat
Khan, president of the Stranded
Pakistani' Youth Rehabilitation
Movement, at a press conference
at the National Press Club in the
city.

Healleged thatavested quarter
is politicising the issue by terming
Urdu-speaking people as stranded
Palistanis.

Criticising the move by the
Stranded Pakistanis General
Repatriation Committee, Sadaqat
Khan said, "The committee lead-
ers was now seeking rehabilitation
of Urdu-speaking people. in
Bangladesh when we are demand?
ing Bangladeshi citizenship.”

"They have thrown our life into
uncertaintyinthe name afrepatri-
ation to Pakistan,” he added.

Sadagat also claimed that most
Urdu-speaking people in
Bangladesh support the move-
mentinitiated byhis organisation.

He called on the government to
provide civic amenities, including
proper housing and sanitation, for
the Urdu-speaking people in
Bangladesh.

"We are living in a inhuman
condition as we ar¢ denied rights
as citizens of Bangladesh,”
Sadakatsaid.

The organisation will submit a
memorandum to the prime minis-
terand the Pakistanihigh comimis-
sioner, and form a human chainin
front of the United Nations office
in Dhaka to press home its
demand.

Shahed Ali Bablu and Mustag
Ahmed also spoke at the press
conference,

Qulkhwani

1 Qulkhwani of
Colonel(Retd) Md
Nurul Islam will
| be held at his
residence at Road
No-7, House No-
60/A at Dhaka
d Cantonment
- - after Asr prayers

tomorrow (Thursday), says a press
release.

Relatives and admirers have been
requestedtoattend the qulkhwani.

Nurul Islam died at the Dhaka
Combined MilitaryHospitalonJuly4.

He left behind his wife, two sons
and onedaughter.
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SWAC launches
website

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Society for theWelfare of Autistic
Children (SWAC), a nan-
governmental organisation,
launcheditswebsite yesterday,

The website, wwwiswacbd.org,
will provide detailed information
about the activitics of the organisa-
tion and autism, said Anwar Hossain,

‘chairmanofthe SWAC, at the launch-

ing ceremonyatits Lalmatia centre in
thecity.

BNP lawmaker Fazlul Haq Milon
attended the ceremonyaschiefguest.

The website was developed’ by
Farhana Rahman, mother of an
autistic child, and Dr Sirazi Munira,
principal secretary of thecentre,

Addressing the ceremony, the
speakers said the centre needs alarge
open space for the autistic children
and aworkshop to train them on self-
helpskills.

They also sought financial sup-
port from the government, non-
government organisations and
affluent members of the society to
carry out their activities for the wel-
fare ofautisticchildren.

The SWAC was formed on
February 3, 2000 bya group of parents
of autistic children with only six
children. Now it has 54 students of
differentages.

The centre puts emphasis on
developing communication and
social skills, functional education,
acceptable behavioural pattermns and
sell-helpskills.

Novartis Instt
for Tropical
Diseases opens
in Singapore

NovartisInstitute forTropical Discases
(NITD) was opened in Singapore on
July5, says apressrelease,

The institute is focused on
advanced biomedical research for
diseases like dengue fever and drug-
resistanttuberculosis (18),

Both the diseases are spreading
rapidly particularly in the developing
world.

"In every second; someone is
infected with TB which has grown to
be the third leading cause of death
globally for peaple aged 15-59, while
dengue fever infects as many as 50
million people a year, and is endemnic
in over 100 countries,” said Dr Daniel
Vasella, chainman of Novartis.

TheWorld1 {ealth Organisation has
declifed dnig-resistant T8 an urgent
health matter with more than 300,000
ncwcases11Lry(.amrcun'ingm:!inlyin

Eastern Buropeand Centri t}”um
In the case of dengue fever, there

has been no major discovery effort
directed to new treatments despite
significantunmetmedicalneed.

The NITD i a public-private part-
nership between Novartis and the
Singapore Economic Development
Board (EDB).

Its goal is to have at least two com-
poundsforpatientsby2013.

Novartis intends to make these

treatments available without profitfor

couniries where these diseases are
endemic,

Prof Kamaluddin
laid to rest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prof. Kamaluddin
Ahmad, an inter-
‘mationally
renowned scien-
tist, was laid to rest
at Banani grave-
yard after his body
was flown in to
Dhakayesterday:

Prof, Ahmad, founder of the
department of biochemistry at Dhaka
University, died of a cardiac amrest in
Manilaon July4.

A namaz-e-janaza was held on the
CurzonHall premisesbeforehisburial:

His qulkhwani' will be held at
Sunbeam School (senior section),
House #8, Road # 6, Dhanmondi, after
Astprayerson]July8.
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Winners of the 27th National Science and Information and Communication Technology Week pose for photegraph with the guests at the Osmani Memorial
auditorium in the city yesterday. Science and Information and Communication Technology Ministry organised the event.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The HIV/Aids issue should be
included extensively in school and
college curriculumin'orderto create
awareness among the students
about the deadly disease, said the
speakers al a workshop in the city
yesterday,

They said the teachers, parents
and religious leaders should be
included' in the awareness cam-
paignand they have to be trained up
on HIV/Aidsissues.

The three-day workshop on
‘Strengthening the education sec-
tor's response to HIV/Aids in
Bangladesh' was organised by

Bangladesh Aids Prevention Society
atacityhotel.

Education Sccretary Faruk
Ahmed Siddigui attended the work-
shop as chiel guest while UNESCO
Representative in Bangladesh
Wolfgang Vollmann chaired the
inaugural session.

The education secretary said a
draft curriculum on HIV/Aids has
already been prepared and his
ministryis nowscrutinising it.

He said there should be aninter-
ministerial programme on HIV/Aids
as the dissemination of knowledge
about HIV/Aidsisveryimportant.

Dr M Mustafa Kamal, a former
consultant on HIV/Aids programme

Include HIV/Aids issue in

educational curriculum
Speakers tell workshop

ofWorld Health Organisation and A
N M Bazlur Rahman, secretary of
Bangladesh National Commission
forUnesco, presented twopaperson
HIV/Aidssituationin Bangladesh.

Later, four technical sessions
were held onthe papers.

Accarding Lo governmenl stalis-
tics,
positives in Bangladesh is now 363,
but unofficially it is much more.
According to UNAIDS, about 13,000
people are living with HIV positives
inthe country,

Dirug users, migrant workers,
male and female sexworkers, profes-
sionalblood donors and hermaphro-
dites are mostvulnerable to Aids.

BCL threatens
tough movement

STJ\I'T CORRESPONDENT

Bangladcs‘h Chhatra League
(BGL) yesterday demanpde with-
drawal of the graft case against
Opposition Leader and Awami

I,M}‘iur' President Sheikh Ha
and lormer state minister an

leader Obaidul Kader.

If the government does not
withdraw the case, the BCL along
with people would wage a tough
movement against the ruling
coalition, the BCL leaders warned
at a protest rally on the Dhaka
University campus.

They announced that the BCL
would stage a demonstration at
Muktangaon in the city on July 8
to protest the harassment of the
oppositionleaders.

The Bureau of Anti-Cortuption
recently filed the case against
Hasina, Kader, former joint secre-
tary of cultural ministry
Asaduzzaman Bhuiyan and archi-
tect Igbal Habib of Vitti
Shthopotibreenda Limited on
charge of financial irregularities
in the construction of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahaman's grave complex at
Tungipara, Gopalganj.

Addressing the protest rally,
BCL President Liakat Shikder
alleged that the government filed
the case only to divert public
attention from the irregularities
inThursday's Dhaka-10 by-polls.

BCL General Secretary Nazyul
Islamn Babu, Delwar Hossain,
Hemayet Hossain Himu,
Shahadat Hossain Sujan; Aparna
pal and Nasim-al Momin Rupak
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Withdraw case to
get back son

Hoodlum asks Mary's parents |

The hoodlum reportedly responsi-
ble for Mary Yusuf Sharmin’s sui-
cide threatened her parents yester-
day to withdraw the murder case
against him to get back their son
who too had been abducted by his
men.

Mary, 18, committed suicide on
June 28 at her house in Sutkhalpur
areain Demra, half an hour after her
return from local hoodlum
Mohammad Ali alias Raju's resi-
dence, She went there to negotiate
the release of her brother Shahin
who had been abducted by Raju's
gangthe previous day.

Mary's father YusufAli has fileda
murder case with Demra Police
Station accusing Raju of being the
causeforherdeath.

Sharmin's mother Nazma
Begumtoldnewsmenthatone ofthe
associates of Raju phoned to inform
that they would free Shahin only if
the caseagainst Rajuis withdrawn.

"They also threatened to kill my
other children if we don't pull back
from the case,” she said adding,
"Three of his men came to my house
the previous day to mount the pres-
sure.”

Investigation Officer (10) of the
case Abdul Kashem of Demra Police
Station, meanwhile, doubted the
Kidnap.

"The kidnap incident may be a

set-up by the family,"he said adding
the family members did not inform
the police about it earlier and no
case has yet been filed in this con-
nection.

Police so far could 'not nab Raju
orany ofhis accomplices and rescue
Shahin after nine days since the
kidnap.

Raju's family members alleged
the 10 s not active enough to arres
the culprits or to make any rescue
attempt.

Kashem brushed aside the alle-
gation and said, "Raju, amuggerand
an associate of local influential
people; hasn't been in the area for
the lastcouple of days.” He said,"We
raided the area more than once but

* couldnot find him."

Ershad concerned

UNB, Dhaka

Jatiya Party Chairman HM' Ershad
yesterdayexpressed concernal overall
situation, especially price hike of
essential after thebudgetwaspassed.
"Due to inflation, people's pur-
chasing capacity has decreased.
Besides, recessionhas been created in
business following imposition of
excessive tax and VAT, prompting the
business community to become vocal
against the budget," Ershad said while
he was presiding over his party's
presiditmmeeting at Banani office.

the total number of HIV

LIFE REPORT ON BY-POLLS
50pc of votes

cast were
false

UNB, Dhala

Life, a non-government development
organisation, in its report on the
Dhaka-10 by-election held on July 1
said 50 per cent of the votes cast were
false.

Twomohile teams of Life observed
the casting ol votes from beginning to
endin35centers.

The report said that though the
environment outside the polling
centres appeared nommal the situa-
tioninside was full ofirregularities,

It said the tumout of female voters
was meagre by Bangladesh standard.
They, also found that the agents of
Kula! {winnowing fan), were {orced
out of the centres and the election
officials were compelled to work in
favourof the ruling party candidate.

The Life report alleged that mas-
sive riggng took place and many
genuine volers failed (o exercise their
right to franchise. The observers also
detected cases of bribing of voters in
and 'around the polling centres and
saw open campaign for the ruling
party candidate breaching election
code of conduct.

They affirmed that the Tigh Court
order fordeployment of army atall the
(.L‘[‘Ill'{."‘i\:\"!b\-‘ll‘.l]dtLd

“Lif also plet forvird some sugoes:
tions to holdthe future elections in'a
free and fairmanner.

Madaripur BNP
leader hurt in
road accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT!

The convenor of Madaripur district
BNP was critically injured in a road
accidentin thecity yesterday:

Borhan Uddin, the 70-year-old
BNP leader and a former vice-
president of’ Dhaka University
Central Students' Union (DUCSU),
sulfered serious head injury when a
bus hit him at around 1:30pm, said
Badal, a fellow partyman who rushed
him to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Borhan, who came to Dhaka for
partyactivities, was crossingthe road
with Badal to goto Nagar Bhaban.

1,328 more held

UNB, Dhaka

Police arrested 1,328 people on
various charges during their coun-
trywide drive in last 24 hours till
6.00am yesterday.

During the period, Iht law
enforcers also recovered six fire-
arms, seven other weapons and 18
bullets and filed three cases against
12 people under the Arms Act.
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UNB, Dhaka

T OF DI ALY
Light to moderate rain likely

also spoke,

sionstill6.00pm today.
Met Officesaid.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-

rary gusty wind is likely at many places over the country with moder-

ately heavy falls at places over Rajshahi, Sylhet and Chittagong divi-
Day temperature may remain nearlyunchanged over the country, -

Highest temperature 34.0 degree Celsius wasrecorded yesterday at

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government Engineering Directorate

Office of the Executive Engineer, Barisal
Memo No. LGED/EE/Bari/2004/2727

Notice

It'is hereby: notified forinformation of all class contractors enlisted with Local Government Engineering Directorate
in Bansal dislrict thal, the tenure of contraclor’s enlistment for 2003-2004 will end on 30-06-2004. Therefore, licence
can be renewed under Local Government Engineering Directorate for 2004-2005 financial year against payment of
the undermentioned fee. It is requested lo gel the blue book recorded by depositing the prescribed fee lhrough
challan under Code No. 1/3731/0000/1854 & verilying the challan copy by Districl/Upazila Accounts Officer's office
and depositing with litted-in blue book at the office of the undersigned. It'may be noted thal, original copy of 2004-
2005 renewed trade licence, Income Tax clearance cerilicale up {o 2003-2004 tax year (with TIN), VAT regisnat'ion
(with 10-digitidentification number) should be'produced and bank certificate with accounl number of the bank account

Daled; 19-06-2004

Chuadanga and the lowest 24.6 degree Celsius-at Srimongal and operated by contraclors' firm for bill payment (in case of more than one account, cerlificates on all accounls (copy
Sayedpur. i : attested by officer of this office) submitted at the time of submilting renewal fee.

Should be good at bringing forth tmﬁ;ﬁ:‘f set whe capitatat il tpiay eiic ceala: g Serial No. | Class of contractor Amount of Lasl date of Las! dale of Last dale of
ideas and have !.he ability to visualize the total e Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some renewal fee deposiling depositing depositing
sense of promotion through your own creative _Client Service Executive : BTN major citicsand towns yesterdaywere: renewal fee renewal fee with | renewal fee with
thoughts. You should have the ability o state oul least 2 years experience in the relevant field City/Town Temperature Humidityin withoul fine 509 fine 100% fine
unl::ll 'h:l‘ninsy with' creativity so as to creote a apart from o bachelor's degree, Should be able in Celsius percentage 1 Special (G-2 or 52) TR 2,000/ 31-08-2004 20-00-2004 71-19-2004
:::Ti ;:t;ge: Shm;tli be \.\ﬂ:lll1 u;cus';omad with fo w:lll‘::r Il'ldlﬂt.'lflm‘ltierltllijr'r :m: utliTn 'I;u\;e the Max Min Morning Evening 01255 } el A i Fa

s esign sothware and fechnology. <apa and persena o handle clients. £ % 5
—— g{l‘j‘:‘[‘;‘gong PRy s 4 & 2 A (G-2) class TK 2,000~ Do- Do- -Do-
I wu think YU" can match with the above mentioned Rajshzlhi 33.4 26.4 89 B85 3 'B‘ {G'B} CIHSS Tk 1.0001’2 -DD- ‘[}0‘ 'DO'
‘ crileria please: don't hesitate 1o send your detailed Q@ Kh"f"“a 32.3 27 82 7 4. ‘C’ (G-4) class Tk 500/= -Do- -Do- -Do-
mr'r_!i;j!u'nj vitae with a passport size pholograph to the nce 1533111]1;:11! gg'g gzg gg gg It m&y be noted that no'contractor can participate in‘any Iender al his office during 2004-2005 financial year without
following address on or before July 15, 2004, House # 468 (2nd floc_ar}, Lane # 31 | Cl::x'sBazar 3é 0 25:8 95 15 renewal of licence.
‘ { RV DOkt Dlioka 1206 ; i v DFP-16071-21/6 Executive Engineer
(-384 LGED, Bansal




