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‘Glorious Greek odyssey

0 2004

AFP, Lishon

Arms & pumping, Greek coach Otto
Rehhagel raced onto the pitch after
Sunday's against the odds Buro 2004
triumph over hosts Portugal at the
speed’ which would' have done
justice to a man less than halfhis 65
years.

Then the man Known as
'Rehhakles!, Greek for Hercules,
stopped to embrace skipper
Theodoros Zagorakis in the' pair's
hour of glory as the latter chose the
biggest night of his life to equal
Efstratios Apostolakis' Greek record
of95 international caps.

Rehhagel, a larger than life figure
who attracts respect and controversy
inequal measure, thenleapt onto the
winner's podium to jump up and
down with unfettered glee after
pulling ot the biggest shock in the
ennre histarynfthe Furopean game.

Nor sinee Uruguay shocked
mighty Brazil it the 1950 World Cup
finalinthe Maracanahad there been
anythingtoun thisresult close.

And in an instant, three
Bundesliga titles and a Cup Winners
Cup - thelatter in the same Stadium
of Light - achieved with Werder
Bremen and Kaiserslautemn paled
intoinsignificance.

Coachandteamthen disappeared
in a welter of blue and white tinsel as
fireworks prepared on the stadium

rooflitup thesultry Lishon sky,

Rehhagel said it was an historic
moment in the sport and not just
because he had become the first
coach not of the same nationality as
the winning team to win the cham-
pionship.

"This is a fantastic day for Greek
football and for European football,”
said the 65-year-old.

"Today we played to our
strengths and the Greek team has
writtenfootball history here.

"There will be unimaginable
scenes in Athens when we fly back
on Monday," added Rehhagel, who
has a habit of going into the chang-
ingroom and singing German songs
tohissquad.

And Rehhagel said it was espe-
cially sweet to lift the European
trophy in the rebuilt stadium where
he had led Werder Bremen tovictory
over Monaco in the European Cup
Winners' Cupin 1992,

"It is sensational to return here
anddo thishere.”

Rehhagel said itwould be hard to
come back down to carth given their
likelyreception backin Greece.

"We'llbe treatedlike gods now.

"Greekslike to exaggerate joyand
sadness, but they will chim down
eventually but we certainly won't
mind if people show up at the air-
porttowaitforus.

“Its amazing how football can
unite people in Greece, something
whichpolitics is unable to do."

After insinuations that Germman
referee Markus Merk would be
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OTTO-GEAR AT FULL THROTTLE: (L) Greece's miracle-making coach Otte Rehhagel (C) has suddenly rediscovered the spring of a15-year old in his steps as he sprints towards his players past distraught Portuguese booters with fist
pumping the airafterthe final whistle. (R) The Greeklegends parade with the traphy.
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THANK GOD, 1 COULD DOIT: Swiss Roger Federer is ecstatic after defend-

ing his Wimbledon title on July 4.

Federer humbled
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REUTERS/AFE, London

The front page headlines spread out
before him, a' broad, white smile
creplacross Roger Federer's face.

"I'm so proud... so proud T could
handle everything, handle all the
pressure,” he mused, almost to
himself, as he!'leafed through the
mormning'snewspapers.

"The sense of satisfaction is
unbelievable. Theworst thingwould
have been to lose early at
Wimbledon, but to defend it... well,
itisjustamazing.

It was all so new to me, 1 had
never done this before, come 1o a
grand slam as the champion."

There is little doubtiitis a feeling

by achievement

Federer will experience many more
times in a career which could not be
builtonmore solid foundations.

The Swiss heir to Pete Sampras'
king of Grand Slams crown, Federer
has nowwon three Stams from three
finals,

On Sunday he spoiled Andy
Roddick's Fourth of July celebra-
tions to win his second straight
Wimbledon: title. Sandwiched
between them is an Australian Open
crownwonin February.

Not one to dwell on the past, the
22-year-old leant back in his chairin
theWimbledon garden he has called
home for the last fortnight and was
already ploiting the defence of that
title Down Under.

"It will be much easier going to
Australiaaschampionnow,” hesaid.

"Now that I have done it at
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Tigers go into
action today

STORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh will play their first
practice match in Sri Lanka today
against a combined eleven at Police
Parkground in Colombo.

The Tigers left Dhaka'on June 30,
two weeks ahead of the Asia Cup
kicks off for preparation, but the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
was still uncertain about the oppo-
nentsin the three practice matches.

Board officials were not available
for comment as most of them were
stilllin London attending ICC meet-
ings.

When contacted, chief selector
Faruque Ahmed said thathe was yel
to talk to the team since its depar-
ture,

"It is always good to play warm-
up matches before a tournament
and I can assure you that Bang-
ladesh will face competitive sides,
Last year when 1 visited Sri Lanka as
manager of the Under-23 team, 1
saw a lot of good cricketers in the
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'Hey Europe, we belong!"
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AFP Athens

Grecks hope their national team's
stunning conquest of the European
football championship has quashed
doubts abroad about the country's
ability to stage the Athens Olympics
nextmonth.

“I'thinkit's a very good response
to all the press articles in recent
monthsabout Greece not being able
to stage the Olympics, Greek oppo-
sition leader and former Foreign
Minister George Papandreou said
after Greece's 1-0 victory over
PortugalinSunday’s final.

"There was a prejudiced effort to
putus into stereotypes... we showed
that Greece has changed. It's a
differentcountry.”

Greeks' pride was hurt by a string
of recent articles in the world's press

criticising construction delays and
security lags in the preparations for
the August 13-29 Olymipics.

"It's the best passport to the
Olympics,” Prime Minister Costas
Karamarnlis said about the team's
SUCCESS.

Chief Olympics organiser Gianna
Angelopoulos-Daskalaki danced to
the same tune. "Greece is smashing
the views of those who said that it
can't make it.., Little Greece can
succeed in the Olympics," she told
the Flash radio/ station after the
Greekside qualified for the final.

The Greek press hailed the fact
that the Greeks' successwasduetoa
set of qualities not usually associ-
ated with the country: coolness,
clear-headedness, hard work and
tight organisation -- imbued by the
team's German coach Otto
Rehhagel.

"Greeks can enjoy the fact that
they can look other Europeans eye
to eye, without an inferiority com-
plex," 44-year-old accountantNikos

Kavallineastold AFE

Greekswere particularly satishied
to hear Australian Prime Minister
John Howard, whose country's press
was the mostvocal inits criticism, to
hail the Grecks' success as a "har-
binger of a fantastic Olympic
Games" inAthens.

And enthusiasm runs sky-high.
2004 will be the year of Greece,” an
Athens taxi-driver told AFP “We
were third in the Eurovision song
contest, now we win the football
championship, and you better wait
to see what we'll achieve at the
Olympics,“hesaid.

The press urged all Greeks to
prepare a heroes' welcome at
Athensairportlaterinthe day,

The official reception ceremony
was scheduled for 1730 GMT at the
impressive, white-marble Panathi-
naikon stadium inAthenswhere the
first modern Olympics took place in
1896,

The flags of Greece and Athens
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This was the first time at a European
Championship or World Cup finals thal the
teams who played the opening match met
againin the final,

Carlos Queiroz
(Former Real Madrid cuuch}

I am not surprised by Beckham's
commerts as e has clivays lad
excuses, When lie failed in Korea, and
when he failed in Portugal, e
alwayshasarn excuse.”

Know?|

Low key Copa

from tomorrow
AFP, Lima

World champi-
ons Brazil have all
but admitted
they will only go
through the motions in the Copa
America which kicks off here on
Tuesday.

“The Copa America is simply a
fixture in the calendar. 1f Brazil wins
orloses the Copa America, what will
that change?™ said Brazil coach
Carlos Alberto Parreira.

Brazil are without Ronaldo,
Ronaldinho, Cafu, Dida, Roberto
Carlos and Kaka for the bi-annual
South American championships
which break into the region’s World
Cup qualifying competition,

However, Parreira did admit the
tournament would enable him to
run the rule over some younger

‘players and give others a chance to

wintheirwaybackintothe squad.

Manchester United's Kleberson
is  the only member of the 2002
World Cup-winning team to make
the trip to Peru, while Arsenal's Edu
will be trying to establish himself as
a first-choice player.

"It will be a good testing ground
forthe future,” said Parreira.

Brazil have been drawn in Group
C with Chile, Costa Rica and
Paraguay.

Paraguay's formidable defence
of Paulo Da Silva, Denis Caniza,
Carlos. Gamarra and Julio Caesar
Caceres should prove the biggest
test for Brazil,

Argentina, missing Chelsea's
Hernan Crespo, Inter Milan's Juan
Sebastian Veron, Real Madrid's
Walter Samuel and Valencia's Pablo
Aimar, are in Group B with Uruguay,
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Congratulations to the winners ot HP Compaq Tablet PC!

We would like to thank all our customers for participating in this promotion and making it a success.

Very Good.

1st Draw on 26 March 2004
Winner: MR, MAHBUB MORSHED

2nd Draw on 2 April 2004
Winner: MR. PHILIP GAIN

F

It.is an excilement thal
|- have won a Tablet PC.

In many. instances fortune
slarts with good luck. *
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(15th March 2004 - 23rd April 2004)

- hp ﬁ'{ . i
| Tablet PC Luck = -

¥ | 3rd Draw on 9 April 2004
= Winner: MR. TARIQUR RAHMAN
It's @ good approach fo gel
attention of buyers. In fact [ am
a regular usen of HP printer
now liamusing HP laptop.

w

Winner: MR, MAMUN MORSHED

I'feel really proud o get this
prize. I'm surprised & also

happy.

Winner: MR. RAFIQUL ISLAM

I om pleased with the customer
services of HP. and wish the
company more success in their
markeling effort gaining
Increasing share of the markel.
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