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The road at Fakirerpool goes underwaterwhenever it rains, but the authorities seem indifferent to the problem.

Resume BRTC bus
service in N-dists

Passengers' assoc demands

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The North Bengal Passengers'
Welfare Association yesterday
demandedimmediate resumption of
the state-owned bus service in the
northernregion ofthe country;

The Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) operated up to
50 buses on different routesin the 16
districts of the region but it withdrew
its services onJune 28, causing much
suffering to the passengers, said
Mozahedur Rahman Biplob, conve-
nor of the association, at a press
conferenceinthecityyesterday.

The busservice brought a remark-
able change to inter-district commu-
nication network but the authorities
stopped the service following fre-
quent attacks on the buses and its
passengers and looting of valuables,
said Badal Sarker, member-secretary
_ oftheassociation.

He said a vested quarter carried
out the attacks to force the authori-
ties to withdraw the bus service that
benefited students, employees,
workers and even the disabled peo-

ple who could travel in the BRTC
busesfreeofcharge. ;

Badal, who hails from Bogra,
sought intervention' of the prime
ministerinthisissue,

Badal said theywill continue their
agitation unless and until the BRTC
Tesumes its services in the northern
Tegion.

The association will form a
human chainin front of the Supreme
Court today to press home its
demand.

Rafiqul Islam of Natore and
Rashedul Islam Khokon of Dinajpur
also spoke at the press conference
held at the National PressClub.

Contacted, BRTC Chairman
Taimur Alam Khondaker said, "The
bus service has been stopped as the
private bus owners were' crealing
obstacles to the plying of buses. But
people are in favour of the BRIC
service.”

On resumption ofthe services, he
said, "I have already informed the
higher authorities of the problem.
And T'will act according to the deci-
sionofthegovernment.”

Call for persuasive policy to
stop influx of Rohingyas

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Civil society members at a discus-
sionyesterday called for a persuasive
policy towards Myanmar to stop
‘continuous’ influx of Rohingyasinto
Bangladesh and ensure repatriation
oftherefugees.

They also suggested formulatinga
national policy on refugees to Solve
therefugee problem properly.

The Centre for Development
Studies, Human Rights Forum and
Bandhujona Lawyers Association co-
organised the discussion on the
Amnesty International report on
violation of human rights of
Rohingyas at the National Press Club,

The report published in May
revealed that the Muslim ethnic
minority, known as Rohingyas,
continue. to, suffer, ;muluplu, TesTie:

-tions and human rights vial aﬂm:ﬁ
_They even neil to take permission
from the authorities to leave their

villages.

The speakers blamed the big
powers and the international media
for playing double standard role in
ralsing voice against human rights
violations.

‘When human rights are violated
in East Timor, the super powers
become wvocal, but none of them
raises voice against such violations
taking place in Palestine and other
Muslimstates, said formerlawminis-
terAbdul Matin Khasru.

The report says the Rohingya's
freedom of movement is severely
limited. They are also subjected to
forced eviction, land confiscation
and various forms of extortion and
arbitrary taxation, including finan-
cial restriction on marriage.
Rohingyas continue to be used as
forced labourers on roads and mili-
tarycamps;itadded.

Law, Justice and I’arllumentary
Affairs Minister Moudud Ahmed

the  American Alumni Association
Independence Dayin the city recently.

Us'bassador Harry K omas gives away a crestto a new life member of

at a programme marking the us

Installation ceremony

The 28th installation ceremony of the
office bearers of Rotary Club of Ramna
for 2004-05 will be held. Venue:
Kurmitola Golf Club Auditorium, Dhaka
Cantonment. Time: 7.30pm.

Seminar

An international seminar on Islamic
Law, co-organised by Inlemational
Islamic University Chittagong and
World Assembly of Muslim Youth, will be
held with Law Minister Moudud Ahmed
as chief guest. Venue: National
Museum Auditorium, Shahbagh. Time:
10.30am.

BCDIC discussion

Under its programme 'Face to face wilh
women journalists’, BCDJC organises a
discussion with Danish Ambassador
Niels Severin Munk ‘as guest speaker.
Venue: BCDJC seminar room, 53
Central Road. Time: 11,00am.

Poetry evening

Pathik, a literary aroup, organises. an
evening of poelry. Besides recilation, a
discussion on poelry will mark the
evenl. Venue: Bishwasahitya Kendra
Auditorium, Bangla Motor. Time:
5.00pm.

Launching ceremony

The launching ceremony of the Websile
of the Society for the Welfare of Autistic
Children wiIE( ba held. Venue: 7/1 A,

Block-C, Lalmatia. Time: 5.30pm.

Closing ceremony

The closing ceremony of 27th National
Science, Information and
Communication Technology Week will
be held. Venue: Osmani Memorial
Auditorium. Time: 4.00pm.

Blood donation

Quanlum Foundation organises a
voluniary blood donation camp, Venue:
ICMA Bhaban, Kataban. Time:
10.00am to 8.00pm.
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Painting exhibition

The inaugural ceremony of a painting
exhibition by Sheikh Afzal will be held
with Japanese Ambassador Matsushiro
Horiguchi as chief guest. Venue: Saju
Art Gallery, Gulshan-2. Time; 6.00pm.
The exhibition will remain open till July .
17 from 10.00am to 8.30pm daily except
on Friday.

Roundtable

Bangladesh Institule of Law and
Intemational Affairs (BILIA) organises a
round fable on 'Morocco's role in
inlernational affairs and its ever-
growing relations with. Bangladesh',
Venue; BILIA Auditorium, House-22,
Road-7 Dhanmondi, Time: 3.00pm.
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termed the Rohingya issue an inter-
nal matter of Myanmar.

The government does not want to
hurt Myanmar, a friendly neighbour
country, by interfering in its internal
matter, headded.

"We have repatriated 1.8 lakh
Rohingyas through negotiations with
Myanmar," Moudud' said, adding
that talks with the Myanmar govern-
mentare on to send backthe remain-
ing 20,000 refugees.

Prof. CR Abrar of Dhaka
University said according to unoffi-
cial figure, tens of thousands of
Rohingyas have been staying in
Bangladesh.

Many of the repatriated
Rohingyas again entered Bangladesh
as the hurnan rights situation'in their
homeland remains the same as
before, headded, 4

Former state minister for iorexgn
affairs Abul' Hassan Chowdhury
emphasised the need for settling the
issue with Myanmar through a con-
sistent persuasive policy and raising
the issue inidifferent international
forums,

Dr Asif Nazrul criticised the UN
and other bodies for not raising voice
against the human rights abuse in
Myanmar,

AAA celebrates US
Independence Day

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The American Alumni' Association
(AAA) celebrated the US
Independence Day with a dinner
and live music by Pentagon, amusic
band, at the Blue Grass Caf¢ in the
cityon Friday.

USAmbassador Harry K'Ihamas.
who' was present as chief guest,
formally launched the new. AAA
website and the association's first
membership directory at the
programme,

He also gave away crests to new
lifemembers oftheassociation.

Michelle Jones, deputy director
of the American Centre, also

_ attended the programime.

AAA President Syed Almas Kabir,
Secretary Ayesha Dastgirand execu-
tive committee members) Dr M
Enamul Hug and Quazi M Ahmed
werealsopresent.

Obltu

] The funeral
i service of Dr.
8 Mina Malakar

will be held at
i 4.00pm tomor-

row at the
Assembly of God
f Church, New

Eskaton, in' the
city, says apressrelease,
Dr. Mina Malakar died of old age
complications on july2.

Indigenous women
urged to unite to
fight repression

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday
called on the indigenous women to
unite to fight all forms of social
repression they are facing.

They pointed out that indigenous
women suffer muliple discrimina-

. tions, first as women and second as

people fromindigenous community,
The Garo Indigenous Michik
Association organised the seminar at
acityhotel.
Speaking as chief guest,

. Norwegian Ambassador Aud Lise

Norheim said women in Bangladesh,
especially the indigenous women, are
vuherabletorepmsmun

She called for r:usmg social con-
stioWsHess Among l.h:: ind.rgcnuuﬁ
womenandeducating thern.

The ambassador also suggested
involving them with the world forum

Be objective to

reach truth
Shafik Rehman urges
journos

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Journalists, while performing their
professional duties, must be objec-
tive to reach the truth, said JaiJai Din
Editor Shafik Rehman at a training
programme in the cityyesterday;

He said they must consider facts
as sacred and 'be free from bias and
prejudicewhiletelling the truth.

The four-day training pro-
gramme on Human Rights
Reporting was jointly organised by
the British High' Commission and
Democracywatch at the latter's
premises.

Shafik Rehman said the media
persons must protect the right to
privacy.
while gathering information.

They are to protect theimage and
security of the victims of human
rightsviolation, headded.

Shafik Rehman' said media
organisations too have to maintain
balance and objectivity while cater-
ingthenews.

They should' carefully consider
the sensitivity of all kinds of readers
before nunning stories and' pic-
tures,zhe said.

Taleya Rehman, executive direc-
tor of Democracywalch, said risk is
anintegral partofjournalism profes-
sion and the joumnalists have to
acquire skills to cope with this chal-
lenge.

The topics to be covered during
the training include universal decla-
ration of human rights and
Bangladesh constitution, journal-
ism and terrorism, good laste and
decency, investigative journalism,
accuracy and impartiality.

oftheindigenouswomen.
Sanjeeb Drong, general secretary
of Bangladesh Forum for the
Indigenous People, said mostindige-
nous women are subjected to social
repression.
The traditional social norms of

the Garo community have already

been abolished, leading to the oblit-
eration of the matrilineal society, he
said.

Mamun-ur Rashid, a dramatist,
said the government should take
measures to uphold the culture and
traditions ofindigenouspeople.

Professor Sedaga Halim said
indigenous women are more vulner-
able to repression by the ma]'un'ty

GApUmDity.

“When an indigenaus wiameiu 20|

‘ouit of their locality she faces more
problems than the girls from the
majoritycommunity,” shesaid.

The indigenous girls pointed out
some probleins they face at different
level -- lack of networking among
themselves, accommodation crisis,
actite poverty, social insecurity and
sexual harassment.

Pabitra Manda, secretary general
of Michik Association, also spoke at
the seminar presided over by its
President Papri Areng.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of
Md A Mannan, a
former executive
engineer, will'be
held' today, says
apressrelease.

A milad
/ mahfil has been
organiscd to' mark this occasion at
Flat No, A-5, Park Palace, House-74,
Road-12/A, Dhanmondi after
Maghrib prayers.

Mannan died at Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical' University
HospitalonJuly3attheage of 72.

He left behind his' wife, three
sons, two daughters and a host of
relatives tomourn hisdeath.

Shraddha

e | Shraddha of
Modhu Sen-
gupta, a newspa-
per agent, will be
held at his family
residence at D C
Road, Dewan
Bazar, West
dpong on July 8, saysa

Baralia,
pressrelease,
Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
shraddha and pray for the salvation
ofthedeparted soul.
ModhuSenguptadied atahospital
inKolkataonJune23attheageof42.

Dhaka Bank Sponsaring
10, Bed Ward at

A T M Hayatuzzamn Khan, member of the Dhaka Bank Foundation, handed over a cheque for Tk 30 lakh to Kaz|
Rafigul Alam, Executive Director of Dhaka Ahsania Mission, at a simple function atthe cantml office of the BanK in
the city yesterday. .

PHOTO. STAR

Motor parts traders stage a demonstration in the city yesterday protesting arrest of Bangladeshi businessman Fazlur
Rahman in Kolkata. Later, they submitted amemorandumtothe Indian High Commissionin this regard.

2.25 lakh leave country as
migrant workers a year

Speakers tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 225,000 people leave the
country every year through official
channel as migrantworkers, said the
speakers ataseminaryesterday.

They said about US $3.37 billion
came into the country from migrant
workersinlastfiscal yearalone.

The seminar was organised by
Bangladesh Migration and

CIRDAP
celebrates
silver jubilee

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Centre on Integrated Rural
Development for Asia and 'the Pacific
(CIRDAP) celebrated its silver jubilee
atafunction in the city yesterday with
the motto ‘Fighting Poverty Together
forRural Development',

CIRDAP was established at the
initiative of the Food and Agriculture
(rganisation of the United Nations
-and other donor countries and agen-
cies for the development of Asia-
PacificregiononJuly6, 1979,

Addressing the function as chiel
guest, LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan said
CIRDAP has greatly succeeded in
achjevingits missionand mandate;

The credit largely goes to the out-
going Director General of CIRDAP Dr
MyaMaung headded.

The minister assured' that the
govermnment would always extend
sincere support to CIRDAP said a
pressrelease.

Secretary of the Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Division Hedayetul Islam, Dr Mya
Maung , Dr Durga P Paudyal, new
director general of CIRDAR ATM
Shamsul Haque , former chairman of
Public' Administration Reform
Commission, and Dr Salehuddin
Ahmed', managing director of Palli
Karma Sahayak Foundation also
spoke.

Dhaka Bank
donates Tk30
lakh for Cancer
Hospital

Dhaka Bank yesterday donated Tk 30
lakh for a 10-bed cabin of the pro-
posed Ahsania Mission Cancer
rlospital, says apressrelcase,

AT M Hayatuzzamn Khan, mem-
ber of the Dhaka Bank Foundation,
handed overa cheque forTk301akh to
Kazi Rafiqul Alam, Executive Director
of Dhaka Ahsania Mission, at asimple
function at the central office of the
Bankinthecity.

Abdul Hai Sarker, Khondokar
Munir Uddin, Mohammad Hanif,
Altaf Hossain Sarker, Rashadur
Rahman, Mohammad Amirullah,
Tohidul Hossain Chowdhury, Sahed
Noman, Khondakar Fazle Rashid,
Mohammad Abu Mussa and Arham
Masudul Huq of the Dhaka Bank
Poundation and Prof Nunul Islam and
M A Matin of Dhaka Ahsania Mission
were present.

Hemayetuzzaman lauded the role
of Dhaka AhsaniaMission foritssocial
service, specially for the initiative to
establish an international standard
cancer hospital at Uttara in the city.
He assured that the foundation would
try to continue to help the hospital in
the coming days. Kazi Rafiqul Alam
thanked Dhaka Bank Foundation for
the donation, the highest in amount
received so far. He said that about Tk
84 crore would be required for con-
struction of the hospitalin first phase.
He appealed to the benevolent indi-
viduals and institutions to come
forward to help establish the hospital
bymaking donations.

Prime hﬁmslernleleda?iamlllay
the foundation stone of the hospital
on July 10 and its construction will
startsoon.

Development Forum (BMDF) to
mark the first anniversary of the
'Entry into Force of the
International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of
their Families'in the city yesterday.

' The speakers urged the govern-
ment to ratify the convention and
called for reducing the cost of fees
for obtaining passport and launch-
ing a training Frogmmmc for
migrant workers for better under-
sl.lndl ngoftheirjobsabroad.

They said although the UN
General Assembly has adopted the
convention and opened it for adap-
tation, migration has grown into a
complex and multi-faceted phe-
nomenon both at national and
internationallevel.

Speaking as chief guest,
Daliluddin Mondal, secretary of the
Ministry of Expatriates Welfare and
Overseas Employment, said the
government has already taken'some
steps, ‘inchiding launchlng of  the
online data base registration file
programme for ensuring casy
migration,

At the seminar, the BMDF
launched a Bangla version of the
draft of ‘International Convention
on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of
their Families' with a view to assist
the migrants in ensuring theirrights.

Bangladesh became a signatory
to the convention In October 1998

while 25 countries have so far rati-
fiedit.

Presided over by Wahid-uz-
Zaman, director general of the
Bureau of Manpower Employment
and Training, the seminar was
addressed by Tasneem Siddiqui of
Refugee and Migratory Movements
Research Unit, Ali Haider
Chowdhury, secretary general of
Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting Agencies,
and Eric Hanley, advisor to
Department for lnwmml(mal
Development.

Harris admits
irregularities,
says Saber
UNB, phaka

Saber, Iosgain Chowdhury, p{:-hnlq.ﬂ
:.ct.n:tary Lo opposition leader
Sheikh Hasina, yesterday said prime
minister's Political Secretary Harris
Chowdhury had' to recognise the
fact that there were irregulantics in
the dhaka-10by-polls.

In a counter-statement, Saber
thanked the PM's political secretary
and said Harris retreated fromhis
earlier position about the photo-
graphs published in different news-
papers on fake vole casting,

Indonesian Ambassador to Bangladesh Mansjur Maddolangeng casts hls
vote at the embassy at Gulshan in the city yesterday. General election'in
Indonesiawas heldyesterday to elect presidentand vice-president.

UNB, Dhaka

72
WEAT}
Thundershowers likely

Met Office said.

LOMOITowW.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over the country with moder-
atelyheavyfalls at placestill 6.00pm today,

Day temperature may remain nearlyunchanged over the country,

Highesttemperature 34.6 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday.at
Rajshahiand the lowest 25.0 degree Celsius at Maizdee court,
The sun sets'in the capital at 6:50pm today and rises at 5:17am;

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and townsyesterdaywere:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin

' in Celsius percentage

Max Min Mormning Evening

Dhaka 32.0 26.0 78 91
Chittagong 31.8 26.5 80 77
Rajshahi 34,6 27.5 83 94
Khulna 33.0 28,2 Bo 90
Barisal 32.6 27.0 95 79
Sylhet 28.8 26.0 93 98
Cox's Bazar 31.0 255 81 90




