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World at her feet

) WIMBLEDON

AP/AFP, Lanéon

Get ready for the Maria Sharapova
marketing blitz.

You'll see the new Wimbledon
champion on all the talk shows, on
sports and glamour magazine covers,
in printadsand TVcommercials.

She is 17 and about to become the
world's most coveted female sports
star, ; +

Born in Russia, made in America,
blessedwitha fashion model's looks, a
champion's game and poise [ar
beyond her years, Sharapova is a
marketingmaven's dream.

I hope it doesn’t change the
person [ amright nowbecause I really
don't want that to happen,"
Sharapova said after her universe was
unalterably transformed Saturday by
a 6-1, 6-4 rout of two-time defencing
champion Serena Williams in the
Wimbledon final.

"l already told a few people, 'If I
change, then hit me in the head,
please.

Serena and Venus Williams gave
women's tennis a huge boost and
made their own cansiderable impacts
on fashion when they became cham-
pions. Anna Kournikova did the same
without even winning. Now it's
Sharapova'stum to grabthespotlight.

Sudden fame and fortune have a
way of spinning many a teen's head
out of control but there is something
about Maria Sharapova that suggests
she may be immune to the perils of
stardom. Askherwhat her most signif-
icantattributeisand sheis quick tosay
itishermental fortitude,

"I'm justavery tough personwhen
Igoonthecourt,” shesaid.

"I just love to win and I want to
fight."

She showed that over and over
against Williams, outlasting her in
rallies, sending her serambling side to
side and pinning her behind the
baseline with deep, flat groundstrokes
into the corners. When Williams
venfured toward the net, Sharapova
craftilylobbed over herhead orangled
two-fisted bagkhandspasther.

No one could tell from watching
her that Shampova was also fighting
off a sore throat that had her in tears
the night before, worrying she might
betoosickio play.

Rarely has anyone, even Venus
Williams, ever countered Serena's

pace with greater pace and so com-
pletely dominated her in a match.
Never has anyone this young, playing
in her first Grand Slam final, s0 thor-
oughly erushed a defending cham-
plon as Sharapova did in the 30-
minuteopeningset.

More than 6,000 miles away, her
coach, Robert Lansdorp, watched
from his home in Tormance, Calif
Lansdorp, 65 and unable to come to
Wimbledon this year because ofa bad
hip, had coached Tracy Austin, tuming
herinto the youngest US Open cham-
plonwhen she won the first of her two
titles at 16 in 1979, He also coached
Pete Sampras for many years until he

ofyouth.”

Maybe her whole cinematic jour-
ney through life toughened her up.
Homn in Siberin, Sharapova came to
the United States from Russiaatage 7
with her father, Yuri, who had 700
dollars and a dream of getting her a
scholarship to the Nick Bollettieri
Tennis Academy in Bradenton,
Florida. Her mother, Yelena, unable to
get a visa, had to stay behind for two

Bollettieri's academy was the
home of another Russian prodigy,
Kournikova, and ithadbeenthe tennis
boot camp for Andre Agassi, Monica
Seles, Jim Courier and others.

ballafterball," Shampovasaid.

"Iwasn't consistent enough.When
| came to Robert, he was, like, 'Okay,
this girl has to hit ball after ball after
balluntil this basket|s finished.' When
I looked in the basket, there were
aboutL,000ballsinthere.

Lansdorp didn't have any fancy

academy; just a rented court, and he
drilled shots hard and deep fo
Sharapovi.
"I hit the ball with so much pace
against her, a foot from the baseline,
and she got to the point where pace
didn'tbotherher," Lansdorp said.

"That's what everyone saw today
againstSerena. She took Serena's pace
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DADDY'S GIRL: New Wimbledon ladies' champion Maria Sharapova of Russia poses with father Yuri just hours after
stunning defending champion Serena Willlams on Saturday.

was 20, as well as Lindsay Davenport.

"Maria has the same compostire,
the same determination as Tracy"
Lansdorp said by telephone. "Like all
the great champions, Maria has no
fear."

Boris Becker, who also won his first
Wimbledon at 17, summed up what
he thought made Sharapova a cham-
pion: "Nervesofsteel or the innocence

Sharapova didn't get in right away:
When she did, she had to endure a
couple of unhappy years living in a
dormwith much older girls before she
wasreunitedwithherfamily.

She slugged away, and then, atage
10, began going for two-week training
tripsin California with Lansdorp.

‘1 wasn't the kind of person that
wanted fo practice and hit ball after

and hit it back even harder. I didn't
thinkshe'd winWimbledonatthisage,
butlknewshehad the heartand mind
ofachampion. She knows how (o play
almostbyinstinct."

Lansdorp said Sharapova's father
is "a pretty smart cookie” when it
comes to tennis. He came to practice
onedaywith photos of Sampras' serve

and asked Lansdorp if he could teach

Maria to emulate him. She got part of
his style down, the raised right foot at
the start of the motion, but developed
herowneffectiveserve.

Then there wasthe discussion they
all had about whether Sharapova
should play left-handed or right-
handed. She was generally right-
handed, but could serve and hit fore-
handsbothways.

"ltwas a toss-up,butwe decided to
settle on her serving and hitting fore-
handsright-handed," Lansdorp said.

"But Maria hit a left-handed pass-
ing shot past (Danielal Hantuchova
last week and nobady could believeit.
That girl has a lot of talents."
Wimbledon may have fallen, but its
does not end there for the new star of
women's tennis. She now wants the
world.

"I thoughtWimbledon was just my
dream to win, and, of course, my goal
nowistobeNo.lin theworld."

Saturday's stunning triumph will
hoist her further toward that ambition
assheis projected tobreakinto the top
10intheworld for the firstimeatNo8

Ahead of her will be three compa-
triots, two Belgians, two Americans
and a French woman, but close
behind will be Serena and her older
sisterVenus.

It's & tall order but Sharapova is on
thewayup,

ForWillinms it is back to the draw-
ingboard, she says.

“I'm delinitely going to triple my
efforts, and do everything I can'to play
betternexttime.

TAnd going into the summer, I
think it will be fun because I have a
great chance on the hard courts. [ just
love playingon thatsurface.”

But before the US circuit and
Flushing Meadow, most of the top
women will head for Athens and the
Olympic toumament where Venus
Williams will be the defending cham-
pion.

Oddly, Sharapova will miss Greece
a8 she was only the sixth-ranking
Russian when the Olympic qualifica-
tiondeadline passedonJune 14,

And she will all too surely be aware
thattwo ofthose ahead ofherwerelast
month's French Open champion
Anastasia Myskina and the woman
she beat in the Paris final, Elena
Dementieva, both of whom suffered
earlyexitsatWimbledon.

It's all evidence that things are
moving in the hierarchy of women's
tennis and may take a while before
thedustsettes.
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K7 Hockey

AFP, Amsterdam

Pakistan came [rom 2-3 down (o
win 5-3 over India and take
bronze in the men's 4-Nations
field hockey tournament here
Saturday.

In a titanic struggle with the
lead changing three times, India
played above the level of their
other performances here to
shake off Pakistan's early 1-0
advantage and head Pakistan 3-2
inthe middleofthe second half,

Pakistan came back with
three goals in the last 13 minutes
to secure the win. Pakistan had
crushed India 6-1 on Wednesday
inagroup match.

Pakistan's conversion rate
made the difference to the
scoreline as India had five pen-
alty corner chances and Pakistan
six.

For Pakistan, Sohail Abbas
converted two penalty corners
with clean shots, Kashif Jawad
and Rehan Burtt ook rebounds

L
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edge India to third

goal and Butt chimed in with a
field goal two minutes from time.

For India, Dilip Tirkey con-
verted one penalty corner and
Baljit Dhillon Singh and Gagan
Ajit Singh contributed field
goals.

Rajinder Singh, India's coach,
said his team played well.

"The boys did well although
we missed some penalty corner
chances and we have to work
more and more on the short
corners,” Rajinder said.

Rajinder believes the team
will improve from the experi-
encesin thistournament.

"The hoys are now in the
rhythm and the boys are com-
fortable with the waythey played
and they tried to win the game,
but missed the short corners,”
Rajinder said.

Roelant Oltmans, Pakistan's
coach, heaped praise on Sohail
Abbas who reached 200 games
for Pakistan last Thursday.

"Originally he was a penalty
corner specialist and now more
and more Sohail i5 coaching the
other players and is one of the

team,” Oltmans said.

"Sohail is eager to learn and
has a great approach to training
because he wants to learn some-
thing from every training session
tobecome a better player.”

Olumans was concerned with
the inconsistent play of his team
inthelead up to Athens.

"We did not play a consistent
tournament. In the first match
against India and for 20 minutes
of the second half against
Netherlands we played very
well," Oltmans said.

"If we can play a consistent
tournament in Athens at 80 per
cent of our capacity all the time
we will win through to the semi-
finals,” Oltmans predicted.

"Ifwe do not make the semifi-
nals in Athens it will not be
because the boys did not do their
best. It will be because other

« teams are better and we will have

to accept that. If we score five
goals ineach match in Athens we
will reach the semi-finals.”

The final of the men's tourna-
ment is between Netherlands
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Imran plans

FROM PAGE 13

"She (Jemima) did everything, but
sometimes youdo things and do not
succeed,” he said, admirtting that his
passion for Pakistani politics and
deepening commitment to public
life might have made it more
diffieult for Jemima to settle down.”

Imran also said the decision to
part way with Jemima wis not an
easyone.

“Splitting up is something that
has a buge impact on your life.
Especially because of the children, it
is not easy at all. Well, the whole
family split, you see. It is a big deci-
sion and it is not an easy decision at
all."

Imran who won a World Health
Organisation award last year for
establishing a cancer hospital in
Lahore, plans to set up another
cancer hospital in the southern city
of Karachi.

‘One really cannot cope with
cancer in Pakistan and we need to
have more stich centres across the
country,” he said.

Other projects on hand include
selting up a university in his home
town of Mianwali, from where he
was elected as MP in October 2002,
and achieving political change.

Wright ready

FROM PAGE 13

theissueabout India'sbattingline-up.
“Various people will have various

opinions on an issue, butit eventually

boils down to the captain as to who

should do what," Wright said, refer-

ring to the players’ publicly aired

viewsaboutIndia’sopeners,

- "Both [Aakash Chopra and Yuvraj
Singh| are outstanding players, no
doubt. But if you ask me, frankly |
wouldsaytheselectorsselect the team
and the captain decides who should
bat where. The selectors, vice-captain
and myself, as coach, will give our
adviee, but it's the captain who will
decidethe battingorder.”

Just like home

FROM PAGE 13
touches to giant Portuguese and
Greece [lags for the celebrations.

"We have got a lot of orders,
particularly for small Portuguese
flags," she'told Reuters.

Everywhere in Goa, people were
engaged in animated discussions
about the prospects of Luiz Felipe
Scolari's side, but most were confi-
dent theywould win.

"It will be a big final," said fan
Gilberto Rodrigues. "Portugal have
played really well, fast football, but
Greece have shown so far they are
good atblocking that rhythm."

Super Series
down under?

CRICINFO, undated

Australia will host next year's first
International Cricket Council Super
Series, consisting of a Test and a
best-of-three one-day series
between Australia and a Rest of the
World team.

Press Trust of India has on
Sunday reported that the series
would be held in October 2005, and
according to SK Nair, secretary ofthe
Indian board who attended the
ICC's recent annual meeting, the
itinerary had been confirmed.

“The itinerary for the series has
been approved by 1CC."

While the ICC have made no
formal announcement about
Australia hosting the series, Nair's
comments have gone against the
gist of the mill, as India and South
Africa were in strong contention to
hosttheseries.

Initially, the Super Series plan
received mixed responses, The [CC
had been criticised, for the series

crowded international schedule.
But it has also been commended, for
it pits the world's best against one
another.

Flintoff powers

FROM PAGE 13

of an ankle injury,, went into the 90s

with a pick-up six off Butler and a

single off Oram ook him to a hundred

in 118ballswithtwosixesand 10fours.
Paul Collingwood chipped in with

auseful run-n-ball 20, helping Flintoff

add50in43balls.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the England innings

against New Zealand in the NatWest

Series one-day international in Bristol

onSunday:
ENGLAND
Trescothickninout 1
. VaughancHarrisb Oram 12
Keyc Hopkins bStyris 18
StrausscAstleb Butler Gl
Flintoffb Butler 106
C'woodcHopkinsbh Oram 20
Jonesnotout 1
Mahmood cOrmmb Butler 1
Extras: (b-1,1b-2, w-9, nh-5) 17
Total: (For7 wkts in50 overs) 237

Fallof wickets: 1-4, 2-35,3-57,4-179,5-
229,6-235
Did not bat: Gough, Harmison,
Anderson

Bowler 0O M R W
Oram ) 0 TS T o L
Franklin B 0= (53N
Butler ) {1 JiRRLL) BN 7 TR
Styris 90 AL
Harris 8 0 37 0
Vettori 5 0 26 0

NEW ZEALAND: Fleming, Astle,
Marshall, Styris, McMillan, Oram,
Harris, Butler, Hopkins, Vettori,
Franklin.

Toss: NewZealand.

would further jam an already.

- .
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WISH ME LUCK: Pakistan fast bowler Shoalb Akhtar waves to the fans as he leaves his house in Islamabad yesterday
to Join the national team's training camp in Lahore.

Shoaib-up Pakistan

I??_ﬁ i Cricket

AFP, Karachi

A fired up Shoaib Akhtar is expected
to give Pakistan a boost in this
month's Asia Cup, as the express
pacer returned home Sunday saying
all that happened in the series
against Indiawas behind him.

"I am always there to play for my

country and have left all that hap-
pened in the India series behind
me," Akhtar told AEP on his return
from London.
*  Akhtar will report to Pakistan's
new coach Bob Woalmer on Sunday
and said he is fired up to play a lead
role in the Asia Cup, which is sched-
uled to be held in Sri Lanka from July
16-August 1.

Rivals India, hosts Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, United Arab Emirates
and Hong Kong are featuring in the
event, last held in 2000 and was won
by Pakistan.

“The last two months were full of
menial stress but through the well
wishes of my family, fans and sup-
porters I have come over all the
problems,” said Akhtar, who earlier

said he was not mentally ready to
play.

T am duty-bound to play for my
country but it was a tough decision
afterall the mental stress [ had to go
through."

Akhtar's participation in
Pakistan's warm up camp, which
started last week, remained a mys-
tery as he was going through reha-
bilitation after injuring his rib cage
in the home series against India in
Aprilthis year.

He appeared for Durham county
in the English season but played
with breaks to allow the injury to
fullyheal.

His injury -- which came in the
decisive Rawalpindi Test of the
series which Pakistan lost to India --
wias seen as suspicious and was
examined by a Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) medical commission.

The PCB let him off with a warn-
ing saying the tests conducted
remained inconclusive.

‘[ was really hurt, my integrity
and commitment (o the weam and
country was questioned but it was
proved in tests in England that [ was
injured.

“I have never been short on

commitment and will prove this in
the coming Asia Cup,” said Akhtar,
knownas the Rawalpindi Express for
his pace,

"People alleged that [ play county
for money but [ am retuming home
for national duty and do not care
aboutfinanciallosses.”

The 28-year-old Akhtar, who has
125 wicketsin32Testsand 167 in 103
one-dayers, has bowled over 100
miles per hourontwooccasions.

The only other howler to match
Akhtar's 100 mile perhour featin the
history of the game is countryman
Mohammad Sami.

Woolmer, who played for
England but coached South Africa,
warned Akhtar must attend the
camp for a chance to play for
Pakistan.

"There is no secret’ that Akhtar
has a difference of opinion with the
PCB but if Akhtar wants (o play for
Pakistan he has to be here and join
the bus. That is the bottom line,"
Woalmer saicd Saturday, the day he
tookcharge as coach.

Pakistan's squad for the Asia Cup
is due to be announced on
Wednesday.

New Zealand near final.

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Candiff

New Zealand all but hooked them-
selves a place in the NatWest Series
final with a five-wicker win against
the West Indies at Sophia Gardens
here on Saturday.

Only a freak combination of
results can now deny Stephen

* Fleming's men a place in the July 10

Lord's showpiece of this one-day
international triangular event and
they will qualify Sunday if they beat
England at Bristol.

Chasing 217, New Zealand won
with four overs to spare thanks to an
unobtrusive 75 notout fromklamish
Marshall, the 25-year-old man-of-
the match's sixth fifty in 19 one-day
internationals.

Marshall faced 119 balls with just
three fours. Chris Cairns ended the
match when he hit his first ball, from
Jermaine Lawson, for four.

The Black Caps® victory contin-
ued a pattern which had seen all
completed matches in the series
won by the team batting second.

West [ndies, who lost the toss,
appeared to be bucking the trend at
180 for three inthe 37th over.

But good bowling allied to naive
batting saw them lose their last
seven wickets for 36 runs in 60 balls
despite half-centuries from captain
Brian Lara (68), who promoied
himselfto the top of the order, and
Ramnaresh Sarwan (54).

Experienced seam bowler Cairns
{three for 29) and series debutant
fan Butler (three for 41) led the Kiwi
attack.

West Indies conceded 35 extras,
including 25 wides,

The tone for New Zealand's reply
was set first ball when Lawson's no
ball was square-cut for four by New
Zealand captainStephen Fleming.

However, on 45, Fleming's mis-
cued pull saw him caught and
bowled by Dwayne Bravo.

Medium-pacer Bravo, the com-
petition's leading wicket-taker, then
had his eighth dismissal of the
tournament when Craig MeMillan
(22) was brilliantly caught right-
handed by adiving Lara at mid-off.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the NatWest Series

one-day international between New
Zealand and the West Indies ot
SophiaGardens on Saturday:

WEST INDIES: 216 all out in 46.2
overs (Lara 58, Sarwan 54, Gayle 27;
Cairns 3-29, Butler3-41)
NEWZEALAND

Flemingeand b Brave 45
Astlec C'paulb Lawson 19
Marshallnotout 75

Styrisb Bravo 5 3
MeMillan ¢ Lara b Bravo 22
OramcGayle b Lawson 17
Caims notout 4

Extras: (Ib-5, w-25, nb-5) 35
Total: (For 5 wkis in 46 avers) 220

Fall of wickets: 1-27, 2-114, 3- 121, 4-
176,5-216

Did not bat: Hopkins, Vettord, Butler,
Franklin

Bowler 0O M R W
Lawson 10 1 .56 2
Bradshaw 10 .1 34 0
Best gl 05 48510
Brava B 0 36 3
Smith 7 R0 300
Gayle 3OO VERRD

Result: New Zealand won by 5 wick-
els,

Man-of-the-match: Hamish
Marshall,
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WHERE'S THAT BAT? India captain Sourav Ganguly (R) prepares for a
batting sesslon as teammate Yuvraj Singh watchas on the second day of the
national team's training camp in Madras yesterday,

Record-breaking

FROM PAGE 13
was confident about today" said
Woodbridge, d

“I am just really pleased. I felt
played one the best matches [ have
played today. For me Wimbledon is
the greatest tennis event that we
play.

*It was my dream just to play
here, 50 o say that [ have won more
than anyoneinthe history of tennis|
am soproud of what [ have done.”

Bjorkman paid tribute to his
partner calling him the greatest
doubles player everin tennis.

"1f you break all the records that
you can break, that proves that you
are the greatest,” said the Swede.

"John McEnroe was a [antastic
doubles player, but Todd broke his
records as well. He doesn't have the
hardestshots, but he isa shot-maker
and that'swhatcountsindoubles.”

Asked about his intentions for
the future, Woodbridge said he felt
his game was goad enough to keep
going.

“I should keep playing because
youare retired along time," he said.

Boost from

FROM PAGE 13
young abandon violence and come
togetherdrupedin the Greek flng."

Since the 1-0 semi-final victory
over the Czech Republic last
Thursday thousands of Greeks have
gone out and bought national flags
to adorn their balconies and attach
to their cars,

Such has been the demand that
the Prefect of the Province of
Salonika has handed out free flags
aftershopsrnoutof them.



