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Awami League presidium member Abdus Samad Azad speaks at a rally organised by Awami Jubo League at
Muktangan in the city yesterday protesting ﬂling of a graft case against Leader of the Opposition in Parliament and
AL Presldent Sheikh Hasina,

Filing of case againstHasina protested

* STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami Jubo League, youth front of
the opposition. Awami League,
yesterday held a rally in the city pro-
testing the filing of a graft case against
Leader of the Opposition and AL
President Sheikh' Hasina and Joint
SecretaryObaidul Kader.

Addressing the rally at Muktangan
in the city, AL presidium member
Abdus Samad Azad said the govern-
ment was frying to harass AL leaders
!I'Lmugl'uﬁlmgfa]semses. Heurgedthe
party leaders and activists and ‘coun-
trymen to expedite the movement to
oust the govermmentfrompower.

wasting crores of public money by
erecting a permanent bridge in front
of the Ziaur Rahman's graveyard on
the other hand filing false cases
againstALleaders," Samad Azad said.

The government is trying to erase
the name of Bangabandhu hatching
plot against the AL leaders and work-
ers, hesaid.

"The government is paying more
attention toharass the Al leaders and
workers than tackling the law and
order downslide and' price hike of
essentials,” headded.

"Thesecurity of common people is
under threat as the ruling party cadres
even do not hesitate to kil police
personnel to maintain their reign of

terror across the country," hesaid.

AL Organising Secretary Saber
Hossain Chowdhtiry said the govern-
ment filed a graft case against Hasina
butitwould never be able to prove the
charge,

Presided over by Jubo League
chairman Jahnagir Kabir Nanak,
the rally was also addressed by
Meher Afroz Chumki and' Mirza
AzamMPE

Police intercepted theJubo League
leaders and workers when they tried

to bring out a procession at | [

Muktanganaftertherally.

At one slage police chased some
Jubo League activists when they tried
tocrosstheircordon.

"On one hand the government is

AL walks out as talks on by-polls denied

FROM PAGE 1

Deputy Leader of the Opposition

Abdul Hamid, Suranjit Sengupta and

Mohammad' Nasim urged the trea-
sury bench members to hold discus-
sionontheoverriding nationalissues.

But the ruling legislators showed
interestin their previous proposal for
a dialogue on a'ban on hartal, shrug-
gingofftheopposition demand.

- Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar said the
dmmufanm“memn tothedefeated
candidate in Dhaka-10 by-polls if he

“wantedtochallenge theresilt. 10100

"Courts can cancelithg ﬁaﬂmtﬂts
if they find n'rcgulan‘des, 'Sircar said,
adding there was a precedent of
cancellation of poll result declared by
the Election Commission.

Responding to Hamid's demand,
he said a demand of the government
for  discussion in the House was
illegal. "As the speaker of this parlia-
mentIwill akethedecision.”

Without giving a specific reply,
Logal Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan said:
"The speaker will take the decision,
but we want to make parliament the
centrcofall debates.”

On hurried publication of gazette

,.me Bure
' uun.

notification and swearing-in of BNP
leader Mosaddak Ali Falu as law-
maker, Bhuiyan said the Election
Commission did the right thing to the
derision of AL depulties,

. He dismissed the allegations of
massive vote nigging and said the
Bikalpa Dhara candidate, aided by the
AL, contested the polls only to make
such allegations.

* "Idon'tknow the details ofthe case
against the leader of the opposition. 1
learnt from newspaper reports that
T, u.mnq Comruption filed a

her on ch arge of comip-

r buildinga mausoléum for
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.”

Bhuiyan brushed aside the allega-
tion that police were harassing oppo-
sitionactivists and said thelawenforc-
ers were only stopping their unlawful
gctivitiesin the name ofhartal.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed
asked the opposition lawmakers to
submit notices before discussing any
issues in the House, prompting the AL
lawmakerstowield thenotices.

Water Resources Minister Hafiz
Uddin Ahmed' accused the AL of
introducing poll igging and persecu-
tion of opposition leaders and activ-
i5ts,

The deputy leader of the opposi-
tion pegeed Dhaka-10 by-polls'as a
new 'worldrecord invote rigging'.

He urged the House to hold a
discussion on 'the sham polls, con-
spiratorial case against Sheikh Hasina
and persecution of opposition politi-
cal activists',

AL frontbencher Suranjit said the
government destroyed country's
democratic electoral process by
rigging Dhaka-10ballot in the interest
ofonlyone person.

| Hesaid theunprecedented rigging
even  stunned most muling coalition

members as well as people of all strata
ofsociety:

Raising the issues in a point of
order, AL lawmaker Mohammad
Nasim questioned the government's
sincerity to sit in a dialogue with the
opposition to break out ofthe political
instability.

"The government offered the
dialogue, but came up with the con-
spiratorial case against the leader of
the opposition three days into the
overtures.”

State Minister for Law Shahjahan
Omar and Krishak Sramik Janata
League lawmnaker Kader Siddigui also
tookpartin the debate.

BAU engr

assaulted

by JCD cadres '

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Anassistant engineer of Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU) was
assaulted yesterday allegedly by a
group of armed cadres belonging to
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
studentwing of the BNP

The victim Md Mustafizur
Rahman was admitted to BAU
Health Complex.

Sources said the group members
Raju, Shamim, Anis and Pranto
entered' the room of Mustafizur at
about 3:15pm and started ransack-
ingtheroom.

They demanded tolls from him
and a contractor presentin the room

Sattar joins

‘BARI as DG

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abdus Sattar, a renowned agricul-
tural scientist, joined the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI) as its new director general
(DG) on Wednesday, says a press
release,

He joined the BARI'as a junior
scientific officer in 1975 and served
the organisation in different capaci-
ties before assuming the newrespon-
sibilities.

Sattar has in his credit about 30
research papers published in different

‘national and intemational journals.

Appeal for help

Spondon, a 27-month-old bay, hds
been suffering from complicated
heart disease since his birth, says a
pressrelease,

Heis ent of Dr-
MAKR&ZEMSFE“TPW

Doctors have suggested emer-
gency heartsurgery to save the life of
Spondon.

But his father Nathlen Bablu
Ballabh, an employee of a non-
government organisation, is unable
to bear the huge expenditure of the
operation.

So, he has appealed to generous
people forfinancial assistance.

Contributions can be sent to
Nathlen Bablu Ballabh, Savings
Account No. 7515, Pubali Bank,
National Zoo Road, Mirpur, Dhaka-
1216.

atthattime.

As they refused to pay, Raju hit
the engineer with a piece of broken
glassleaving himinjured critically,

Mustafizur has lodged a com-

plaint with BAU Registrar in this
connection.

Prof Kamal
passes away

BSS, Dhaka

| Eminent acade-
| mician, former
vice-chancellor
of Bangladesh
Agricultural
University
Professor Dr
Kamal Uddin
Ahmed, died
yestetﬂay inManilaatthe age of83.

Professor Kamal Uddin, who was
also the founder of the department
of bio-chemistry at Dhaka
University, was undergoing treat-
ment in' the Philippines capital of
Manila, an official handout said.

His body will be brought back
home by a Singapore Airlines air-
craft tonight. He will be buried at
Banani graveyard after namaz-e-
janaza on Karzon Hall premises at
10.30am onJuly 6.

Prof Kamal Uddin, brother-in-
law of Education Minister Dr M
Osman Farruk, left behind his wife, 2
daughters, 5sons, 11 grandsons and
daughters.

President Iajuddin Ahmed yes-
terday condoled the death of Prof
Kamal Uddin.

In a message of condolence, he
said Prof Kamal Uddin had a great
contribution for the' expansion of
highereducationin the country.

He conveyed 'deep sympathy to
the members of the bereaved family
and prayed for the eternal peace of
thedeparted soul.

ProfHosna AraBegum

Professor Hosna Ara Begum, former
principal’ of Kabi Nazrul Govt
College and wife of Sirajul Hossain
Khan, died of old age complications
at the Birdem Hospial in the city
yesterday. at the age of 73, says a
pressrelease.

She is survived'by her husband,

two s{ihs two i;laugi;lers and five, |,

qand. ildren. &

Darul Ulum Jame Masjid after johr
prayers. She was 'laid to rest at
Begum Bazar graveyard. Her
quikhwani will be held on July 7 at
5.00 pm'at 150-B, West Rampuira in
thecity.

Ishhaque Ali
Ishhaque Ali, father of Emarat
Nirman Sramik Union Bangladesh
President Anwar Hossain Ainal, died
of cardiac arrest at his residence at
theage of 85, says apressrelease.

He left behind his wife, four sons
and.fuurdaughlers
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BANGLADESH MACHINE TOOLS FACTORY LID. |

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Army)

a

PHOTO; STAR

Bangladesh Chhatra Union took out a procession on the Dhaka University campus yesterday demanding arrest of
the Islamistzealots who threatened to kill Prof. Humayun Azad, Muntasir Mamunand MM Akash.
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Direct electlon to JS reserved

seats not practicable
Khurshid Jahan tells journalists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Direct election to the seats reserved
for women in parliament is not a
practicable idea, said Women and
Children Affairs Minister Begum
Khurshid Jahan Haque at a press
conference yesterday,

"We need a change in social
mindset first and then can go for
directelection,” sheadded.

The ministersaid wornen can take
part in the direct election individu-
ally but at the party level it is not
practicallyviable.

Khurshid' Jahan was addressing

the press conference prior to her
attending the 31st session of the
Convention on the Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) scheduled to be
heldinNewYorkonJuly9.

The 5th periodic report on “the
CEDAW will be reviewed at the UN
Committee session.

As to the full mtification of the
CEDAW Convention, the minister said
articles 2 and 16,1 (CG), to which
Bangladesh has so far shown reserva-
tion, are under the process of cabinet
decision.

"We havethereservation forthose
two particular articles considering
people's sentiment, " sheadded.

Khurshid Jahan also mentioned
various empowerment measures

. that the government has undertaken

for women in keeping with the
CEDAW convention.

These include increase of
reserved seats for women in parlia-
ment from 30 to 45, participation of
women at policy level under the
President's quota, and réervation of
10 percent quota for women in the
civil service, sheadded!

PHOTO: STAR

Workers Party of Bangladesh brought outaprocessioninthe city yesterday in support of July 11 hartal.

[Local & International Press Tender Notice]

; Sealed affer with 1% Eamest Money are invited by Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory Ltd., Joydebpur,
Gaz.l ur-1700 for procurement of under mentioned items from Local Manufacturers/Suppliers for
and for International Tender on C&F(C) Benapole/Chittagong port basis which will be opened on 19 July, 2004

Tender,

_ Ser Tender Nl  Description m&“gn‘}femgm
1 7@‘1‘) |MS Plate (Re-tender) (Local Tender) Tk. 200/-
2 | 01(PT) |MS Rod & Flat Bar of Various Sizes (Local Tender)| Tk. 3,500/-
3| 02(PT) |MS Plate, Sheet & Angle of Various Sizes (Local Tender)] Tk. 2,000/-
4| 03(PT) |Lead Ingot etc (L.ocal Tender) Tk. 200/-
5| 04(PT) Acid & Chemical of Various types (Local Tender) Tk. 500/-
6 | 05(PT) |Commercial Parts (Nut, Bolt etc,-Local Tender)|  Tk. 1,000/-
7| 06(PT) |Commercial Parts (U-Bolt, Clamp etc,-Local Tender)| = Tk. 1,000/-
8| _'_(_PT) . |Hardware Item of Various Types (Local Tender)| Tk. 1 ,000/-
9| 01-F |Zinc & Aluminium Ingot (International Tender)| TK. 2,000/-
10| 02-F  |Pig Iron (International Tender) Tk. 500/-

Documents are available during Office hour from Saturday to Thursday-0800 hrs to 1400
hrs, except on opening date on cash payment from Account Section
of BMTFLtd. The Management of BMTF shall have right to

reject any or all offers W1thout any reason exp]m.n to oﬁ'ems For Managing Director

DGM (Purchase)
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No change in day

UNB, Dhaka
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temperature likely

today.
Day temperature may remain
Met Office said!

Jessore and thelowest 24.7 degree
The sun sets in the capital at
tomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
%‘l].lSt}'WIIlﬂ is likely at many places over the country with moder-
ately heavy falls at places over southern part of Bangladesh till 6. Dﬂpm !

Highesttemperature 33.8 degree Celsiuswasrecorded yesterday at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and townsyesterdaywere:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 32,6 26,0 80 76
Chittagong 31.6 27.0 83 74
Rajshahi 33.5 25,5 BO 92
‘Khulna 33.0 27.0 77 81
Barisal 324 26.6 B4 86
Sylhet : 33.6 24.7 B8 81
Cox'sBazar 304 27.0 97 S1ed3

nea.r]yunchanged over the country,

Celsiusat Sylhet.

6:50pm today and rises at 5:16am
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