Al

5, .

CULTURE

culture@thedailystar.net

1 6 DHAKA SUNDAY JULY 4, 2004

The Daaily Star

BRI - FAZLUR RAHMAN BABU

Smasmsemscmen |

HECOMMENDATIONS | = %, Dhaka Drama Festival 2004
E: "||"b't' ; A d t t ?.008 Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation
Or:anf:a'r:lbalirleor:::himk 1 S e as O ne ar l S e (June 17-July 23)

Artiste: Anisur Rahman |

Venue; Gallery Chitrak, House-
21,Road-4_ DhanmondiR/IA  *
Time: July 2-11, from 10.am to 8
pm

Group Photo
Exhibition
‘Organiser: British Council

" Artistes: Bastaman, Farhad,

Jahangir, Masuma, Monalisa,
Maon, Omi, Parag, Rafib, Rony,

Fazlur Rahman Babu, a prominent
actor, recently spoke (0 The Jally Stac's
Shilpi Mahalanobish. Here is a
glimpseofthearriste's workand life.

Thebeginnings

Iam from Faridpur. Iwas a member of
Baishakhi Natya Ghosthi in Faridpur.
In 1983, I came to Dhaka and joined
Aranyak Natyadal, My first drama on
television was in 1989. The play was
Mrittu Khudhaof Kazi Nazrul Islam.
As for my stage performances, I have

However, [ did not practise singing
seriously. When [ joined Aranyak, I
realised that for acting one has to
know singing also. So | have learnt its
basics,

Films

I have acted in a film Shmlk!wnmd
of Abu Sayeed. I was supposed to act
in Tawkir Ahmed's Joy Jatra, but I
could not do it because I had to go
abroad forastageshow of Aranyak.

REVIEW

Shat Ghater Kanakori

A focus on pervasive corruption in the polity

Momotazuddin Ahmed's popular
playShat Gharer Kanakord, asatire on
the evil politics of Bangladesh, was
staged by Theatre (Arambagh) at the
Experimental TheatreStage on July 2.

destruction of Bangladesh during the
Liberation War and the deterioration
in the polity on account of the
unprincipled leviathan rulers after
the Liberation.

political ends, Ali Jha deceives the
intellectuals, students, artists and
poets of the country who are repre-
sentedbysevensonsintheplay.

In Shat Ghater Kanakari,

( heen nctlng in every praduction of Avivcis Shat Gahater Kanakori presents Ali Jha, the leviathan ruler who Momotazuddin Ahmed has zeroed in
Shimu, Scumlk, Sufan, Wasif Aranyak since 1983. However, I did I' have mot receivad. many awards the struggle of a mother and her  wields power from behind the cur-  on corrupt educators, the Pakistani
and Young. nat act in some of the frst shum of “ | seven sons who symbolically repre-  tain, is symbolie of the rulers in collaborators, defiled intellectuals,

Venue: Drik Gallery, House- 58
Road-15A, Dhanmondi R/A
Time: July 2-8, fram 3 pm to 8
pm

At Exhiliition

Shankranti.
On popularity

- I am losing my real name behind the

name of the protagonist, Jainal of the
drama serial Ekannoborii. | always try
to give memorable performances,

Identificationwith drama characters

Actor Fazlur Rahman Babu

working people of our country. [ have had a closer

However, I have got the love and
appreciation of my audience. Isn't
that the greatest gift foran artiste?
Other work

I work in @ bank. My colleagues help
me outand, therelore, [ can continue
with my acting career,

sent Bangladesh and its citizens.
Momotaz's seript focuses on the

Bangladesh. To serve his narrow

Pirs (religious leaders with consider-
able followers) as the conduit of the
Leviathanto practise itsoppression.
Director Momotazuddin Ahmed's
political satire follows the European
technique. The introductory choreog-
raphy represents the enslavement of

Organiser: Bangladesh | look at their life-style. Possibly this is the reason the citizens by the politicians, How-

Shildakala Acadam | Tamvery simple in real life. I still travel in buses : : - Children and theirinterests . ever, more choreography could be
Arl?s T ‘l’oungrprnmiaing 1 and rickshaws now and then, Many people are lgal I have b'ﬁe" able to portray them effectively | have two daughters. Whether they work in the incorporatedintheplay.

e N | surprised to learn that I do not have a car. When I SUIDERIRIBYCATICIers, same media is completely their own choice. If Jamil Ahmed's symbalical set
Venue: The natlonal exhibition | walk with an umbrella, a curious pedestrian is  Qualityofpackagedrama theyare interested, I will not stop them. design, containing stairs, is helpful

4 1 likely to question if [ am the same guy they saw on

There has certainly been a decline in quality.
TV. Ienjoy this form ofrecognition.

hall of Bangladesh Shilpakala Nowadays, a number of people who are working

Interestin direction for the characterisation. His light

| : ; ¥ : designissimple but effective,
Academy ‘ I have come very close to people through my inthismediumhave noideaabouttheartform. Iwould firstlike to establish myselfasanactor. ‘Vsith thcp exception of Afroza
{ _::{;’:mJUIY 222, from 11 am acting. Besides, working with Aranyak has given  Role assinger Future plans Banu, the senior artistes disap-

|
!
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me the opportunity to meet the original hard-

I was interested in singing since I was a child.

Iwanttocarryonasagoodactorin future,

Of reahsm abstraction and
expressionism

Art Collector, a new gallery at Uttara, holds maiden exhibition

AZ1Z AMIRUL

Vibrant colours of green, yellow and
deep orange intermingle with dull
shades as richly vegetated rural land-

Eye-catching nick-nacks
lerra-cotta ornaments
incorporating Bangall ﬂavour

ELITA KARIM

The first solo exhibition
of terra-cotta orna-
ments was recently
held at the Zainul
Gallery, Institute of
Fine Art, University of

pointed the viewers by their poor
performance. The actors tended to

----------------------------------

Theatre practise in

fumble during dialogue delivery--a
jarringnoteinthe play.

.................................

Bangladesh

has become stagnant
Momotazuddin Ahmed

Renowned playwright Momotazuddin Ahmed is not
pleased with the present scenario of theatre in Bangla-
desh. He says, 'l believe that for an artiste, artis the com-

3 S gt e : bination'of his ideal; politics and approachto life. In the
scapes spring up on canvas with distinet Dhaka. Designer o £ % o e
biekirorkde: o danE oAb s SKohidul Hasan drama arena we are losing our strength, as everything is

farawayskyline ofthe countryside.

Most of the art works feature such
portrayals ata group showbeing held at
Art Collector, a newly installed gallery at
BNS center of Sector 7 at Uttara in the
city

Human figures, natural greenery, daily lives of busy urban
anc suburban communities and architectural set-ups of
buildings and bridges cropup in works of Adnan Sufian, one
of the six participants. Quite an intricate use of light
monochromic shades ineluding green, blue and yellow
cpmeupinAdnan'sworks,

Artist Rashed Kamal portrays a typical Bengal as he
emphasises on the day-to-day rituals of the rural common
man, nature's influence upon mankind, man-macde envi-
ronmental hazards, and urban heritage sites thar need
urgent attention for repair an restoration. 'Bright arange
and yellow predominantly reign in my works, which repre-

C : and Vega the Weaver, wave ;
whilst the bold, robust semi-abstract figure of the hnrs_e to spectators from a float to July 04 July 06
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mediaworks ofartist Iftakhar Khanwhoseseries Revolution Festival Greeting, to be {;l';:ly Ugl ddhn July 07
1 to 4 depict a dark, frozen surrealistic world of space and carried until July 07. In Pla ight: Abdul Halirm Aziz playleerihankar ;
time, the gradual development of the human civilisation Japanese legend the two Dlrey?t':)r' Jahangir Kabir Bakul E’f’mgh;‘ Sa?a:a At N
and a much deserved peaceful and serene realistic world. lovers, the stars Altair and Group: Drishtipat Natyadal lem?gh “l;z 5 “'N s
Presence of circular clocks represent the ever flowing time Vega. who are separated by R LS roup: Shubachan Natya Shangsha
epan of isicosmic dimensinE AonE RN i mar] the Milky Way on most days Venue; Experimental Theatre Stage at Shilpakala Academy; Time: 7 pm
mind constantly fantasises to break free yet fails only to Ticke!s are avallable at Sagar Publishers, Baily Road and at the venue bafore shows.

. return withintheloopingcircleofthe chaoticreality. of the year, meet just once a Prices: Tk. 30, Tk. 50 and Tk. 100,

- s The exhibition remains open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. earonJuly07. chedy ! ;
J\ paintlng by M Zahlr-us-Salam daily till July 16. X W A T S SRR che P Wilioul anyr pior notics-

An artwork of Iftakhar Khan

sent the inner joys of the human mind, ‘reveals a beaming
Rashedl. To put up a contrasting eflect, he uses dark shades
wherethesubjectofspace andlucidityfillthecanvas.

The works of artist Sadek Ahmed also represent realistic
topics of nature and human life, The simple portrayal of
landscapes and old, historical sites bring out the straight-
forward nature of the artist who loves to fiddle with both
bright, aswelldullshades.

“'Dark, heavy clouds represent the grimness and irate
power of Mother Nature while vivid, lively compositions
depict thesofmess ofafresh morning inmyworks,' says artist
Ahkmul Haque. Densely overcast skies in shades of grayish
black and fluttering green leaves and broken twigs provide a
rich contrast in Ahkmul's works, most of which bubble with
lifeagainst thedreary presenceofconcrete buildings.

A realistic figure of a horse blends with the surrealistic
abstraction of the human consciousness in the pen drawings
of artist Zakir-Us-Salam, The young talent tries to depict a
kind of expressionism through the symbolic looks of eyes

seemed to have incor-

porated the essence of the Bangla culture in these ornaments, which was
apparentin thedesignand choice of colour.

Hasan's designs comprised several necklaces, brightened up with combi-
nations of red, black and blue. Some of them were also strung together with
apple seeds on black threads and wires, Earrings were definitely a delight to
look at; especially the geometrical shapes, namely triangles, hooked up with

recdland green.

Clay bangles were also found at the exhibition brightened up with the
colourred, which would definitely look trendy ifworn with a blénd of east with

west,

Asignificant number of spectators were seen at the exhibition, purch.lslng

theclay designs.

Shohidul Hasan is currently.a student.of the Mastes's student in Depart-
ment of Ceramics at the Institute of Fine Art, DU. His ambition and an
approach to experiment with designs and colours led him to participate at a
group exhibition held at the TSC Auditorium, organised by Creative Line in
2003, He plans to hold more such fairs in the near future, displaying yet

anothersetofhis designs.

Mickey and Minnie Mdusa,
who play Altair the Cowherd

nowbecoming money orientated, As a result, the theatre
practise in Bangladesh has become stagnant. Very few
quality plays have been produced during last five years.
Mostbiggroups are either reproducing their old plays, or
staging a popular one year after year. Moreover, due to
the crisis of theatre hall, professionalism cannot be
introduced in Bangladesh.

‘Viewers always go after plays in which star perform-
ersare the main east. Theatrical groups also donotlike to
take any risk by casting new artistes in big roles. More-
over, new comers prefer working in the electronic media
where they can earn money. That is why, I think, theatre
in Bangladesh is not developing at the same rate as it did
inthe earlydays,” Momotazadeed.

Talking about his play Shat Ghater kanakori,
Momotazsaid, ‘[ wrote Shar Gharer Kanakoriin 1989, In
the play I have used Ershad, the then autocrat ruler, as
the symbol of the leviathan ruler. While writing Shat
Ghater Kanakori I was influenced by the famous plays in

Bangla literature like Neel Darpan, Jamider Darpan anc
Nabanna. Inthe play [ have tried to depict that there may
bechangesinrulersinBangladesh, but the ruling system
remains the same. The play has heen well received by the
audience.'

ERSHAD KAMOL
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