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Heart-stopping,
heart-breaking

AFP, Prague

The Czech Republic's heartbreaking
defeat by Greece in Thursday's Euro
2004 semi-final was not one for the
faint of heart declared one Czech
paperon Friday.

The press congratulated the
Greeks on their surprising 1-0 vic-
tory over the tournament favourites
- thanks to a silver goal by Tralanos
Dellas in the last minute of the first-
half of extra-time - but also their
team for playing the best football of
the tournament.

"It was a match capable of induc-
ing a heart attack," opined 'Dnes’
while regretting the first-half exit
because of a knee injury of the
Czechs 'Lion hearted' European
playerofthe year Pavel Nedved.

"It was a rough batile, the tough-
est one the Czechs had during the,
tournament.

"It is a tragedy for this team. But
we pay homage to the opponent,” it
added.

The daily 'Sport' struck analmost
poeticnote.

"The gold medal was in our
hands, But Czech euphoria was
silenced on Thursday just before
midnightby sadness,” it wrote while
adding on the positive side the team
had gone further in the tournament
than the so-called giants like
England, France, Spain and the
Germans not to mention the
Italians.

*A trugic defeat in extra-time,"
wrote 'Lidove Noviny'.

However it added an optimistie
note.

"Soon, the sadness will dissipate
and we will come to appreciate our
bronze medal.” '

Scolari's
secret!

AFF, Lisbon

Euro 2004 hosts and finalists
Portugal are astral travellers as they
close in on what would be their first
ever trophy success at senior level,
iwith coach Luiz Felipe Scolari
seeking extra Inspiration fram
Brazilian psychologist Regina
Brandno.

Brandao has been giving compa-
triot Scolari advice from her base in
Sao Paulo and according to
Portuguese daily Tal e Qual has
provided a regular sounding board
for the man who led Brazil to the
2002 World Cup.

"Since the Euro started we have
spoken five or six times. Normallyhe
calls me up the day before a match
and we spend hours talking,” Tal e
Qualquoted Brandao assaying.

She added that Scolari was can-
vinced her specialist psychological
aid had helped the Brazilians in2002
and that he wanted the effect to rub
offon Portugal.

Former England coach Glenn
Hoddle had an unhappier experi-
ence with team psychologist Eileen
Drewery prior to the 1998 World
Cup, when his insistence that she
play a role was greeted with general
derision.

Rude Ruud

AFB Lisbon l

Dutch master striker Ruud van
Nistelrooy celebrated his 28th birth-
day by being charged by UEFA with
insulting Swedish referee Anders
Frisk after the Netherlands lost 2-1
to hosts Portugal in Wednesday's
semi-final.

The Manchester United star
confronted the official after he blew
the final whistle and will be dealt
with by UEFA's control and disci-
plinary body on Eriday.

Van Nistelrooy had a good tour-
nament leading the Dutch line
selllessly as he operated as the lone
strikerscoring four times.

Meanwhile UEFA fined the
French Football Federation 6,600
euros after their team were late
leaving the dressing room for both
the start and the second half of their
quarter-final defeat by Greece.
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AFP, Oporro

Tralanos Dellas was the unlikely
hero who headed the decisive silver
goal gave that gave Greece a dra-
matic 1-0 victory over the Czech
Republic and a place in the final of
Eutro 2004,

The 28-year-old central defen-
der, who can't hold down a regular
first team place at ltalian first divi-
sion club Roma, struck in injury
time of the first period of extra time
on Thursday to send the Greeks into
their firstever final.

Otto Rehhagel's men, 150-1
outsiders at the start of the tourna-
ment, will meet hosts Portugal in
Sunday's final, the team they
defeated in their firstgroup match.

Dellas could be forgiven for
basking in his own glory after scor-
ing his first ever goal for his country,

B but modestly turned the spotlight

on the team as a whole for shutting
out a Czech side that had scored 10
goalsin fourmatches.

He acknowledged that he had a
little help from above too.

"In the end, God gave us this
victory... As  went to take my posi-
tion during the comer, I looked at
the clock. It showed 14 minutes and
36seconds.

"And I told myself let it happen
now. And itwent OK. [ believe some-
body listened to me, and the goal
wentin,” said Dellas.

Silve Della;

"I believe we played
gently in freezing out
Republic,” hesaid.

"The start of the match
as neither team wanted!
game andwe tried ourha
concedeagoal. ’ A

"We managed to pull off il wltlln
extra-time, We believed ino: :

“Tonight bLlongs m{cmw
hereandin (srem_ewhu}vﬁlchedthz

match.”
D-:l!'!sirmi'itcd _wnuldbe

refused to rule out anothi
thehostnation. =

"Portugal are very §
beat them in the ope
a lot has changed sinte and the
final will be comperely different.
They're stronger -~ but th.ny'll
find out thatwe are too,” sa.l'du
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under-21 championship
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CU CORRESPONDENT

Holders Mohammedan Sporting

Club stayed on course to defend |

their title when they crushed arch-
rivals Abahani 3-1 in a high voltage
CIKS-Elite Paint Premier Football
League match at the MA Aziz
Stadium yesterday.

With two rounds to go,
Mohammedan remained top of the
table with maximum 21 points.
Abahani's hopes of re-entering the
race were dashed after suffering
their first defeat.

They slipped to third place with
14 points. City Corporation Ekadash
are currently second with/16 points. *

Before a 10,000-strong crowd,
national striker Saifur Rahman Moni
shot Mohammedan into the lead
five minutes after the start. He split
the Abahani defence on a solo run
and put the ball into the net even
b:[nmlj:envalscnuldsemedm:.

"Moni was in the thick of things
when he doubled the lead with a
spectacular header after Burundian
recruit Kabua Dewdoni sent a per-
fect lob from the right flank in the
18thminute.

Abahani tried to fight back in the
last five minutes of the first half but
failed to make an impact when the
match resumed after the breather.

Kabua Dewdoni hammered the
final nail when he made it 3-0 with a
right-footer from close range in the

SEE PAGE 14 COL 8
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PHOTC: STAR

Action from the NFL services Zone ﬂhal between Bangladesh Police and
Bangladesh Air Force at the Kamlapur Stadium yesterday.

@ WIMBLEDON

AFP, rondon

At 22 years old, Serena Williams is
hardly a veteran but in Saturday’s
Wimbledon final she will go up
againstaplayer five years her junior.
Russian 17-year-old Maria
Sharapova is the second youngest
Wimbledon finalist in the Open éra
behind Martina Hingis_and her
explosive arrival among the elite of
the sport represents a genuine
threat ta theWilliams dynasty.
On the face of it Serena, bidding
to become the first woman to win
three straight Wimbledon titles for
the first time since Steffi Graf from

1991-93, should have too much
power and grass court savvy for the
leggyblonde debutant.

But the six-time Grand Slam
winner and top seed says she is
taking nothing for granted against
Sharapova.

"She's tough, solid on both Sidﬁ
and she's really focussed. And we
both pump our fists alat,” shesaid.

"I don'tthink experience willbea
big factor. I remember when [ was
young, I was really determined to
fightand win.

“When I played my first Grand
Slam final (US Open 1999) you really
runonadrenaline.

"Maybe if it was 7-7 in the third
set a little more experience would
kick in, but I think it all boils downito
talent. She has enough experience

Women's final today

already.”

Sharapova, playing in just her
second Wimbledon, fought back
from a set down in her last two
games and she closed out American
veteran Lindsay Davenport in
impressive fashion in their semi-

L

She has confidence a-plenty and
a steely determination that evokes
memories of Monica Seles at her
best.

*I have worked hard and believed
in myself, but I never expected to do
sowell at such an early age -- to get
tothe final,” shesaid.

Speaking prior to Williams'
thrilling three-set win over France's
Amelie Mauresmo in the other semi-
final, Sharapovasaid shewould have

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4
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3 hosts go
forward

SPORTS REPORTER

Three host teams advanced to the
final round of the fourth Nitol-Tata
National Football League yesterday.

Majirpara Krira Chakra of
Chandpur, Jhenaidah ‘Mohamme-

dan Sporting: Elub and: Bagerhat's .|

Unmochon Club emerged champi-
ons in their qualifying zones to
reach the 12-team finals in addition
to Bangladesh Air Force, who won
the services zone qualifiers at
Kamlapur Stadium on the penulti-
matedayof qualification.

They join Narshingdi's Kuchari-
para Krira Chakra and six automatic
qualifiers Muktijoddha Sangsad,
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
Abahani, Brothers Union and
Sheikh Russell Krira Chaksa -- all
from Dhaka -- and Chittagong
Mohammedan inthe final phase.

The remaining fnalists will be | @

decided after today's zonal final
between Panchagarh Brothers
Union and Naogaon qrnbaha
Sanghaat Natore. \

At Chandpur Stadium, the local
boys from Najirpara ousted Cox's
Bazar Brothers Union 3-0/in the
ticbreaker after a gonlles?’dmw in
regulationtime.

In the battle of two Mohamme-
dans at Jhenaidah Stadium, an 11th
minute strike by Ripon helped the
hosts edge their namesake from
Chuadanga 1-0.

Khulna Mohammedan were not
s0 lucky as they bowed out of the
tournament with a solitary goal
defeat to Bagerhat league champi-
ons Unmochon at Bagerhat
Stadium.

In Dhaka, Bangladesh Police's
amazing run ended when they
crashed out of the competition
losing 5-4 to Air Force in the shoot-
outafter their 90- minute final ended
1-1.

Police earlier eliminated three-
time finalists and services zone
favourites Bangladesh Army in the
second round,

Deadly beauty

BBC ONLINE, Londan

The golden mane of hair, the long
legs, Russian Wimbledon finalist
Maria Sharapova is the new Anna
Kournikova -« isn'tshe?

Yes the 17-year-old blonde bomb-
shell's glamourous looks - not to
mention all that on-court grunting -
have had heads turning at
Wimbledon,

And yes they both turned profes-
sional at the tender age of 14 after
being groomed in Florida.

And 1 will hand it to you both
signed lucrative modelling con-
tracts to supplement their on-court
income. j

But there the cumpaﬁsons must
end.

On Saturday Sharapm will face
top seed Serena Williams for the
Wimbledon crown -- Kournikova
never got beyond the last four at a
Grand Slam. e

Sharapova is the first Russian (o
reach theWimbledon finalin 30 years
and the youngest since Martina
Hingis, whowonaged 16in1997.

But should we rea[lyl?esurpmed
by her prolific rise to the top?
Probably not.

SEE PAGE 14 COL 5
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Dellas' silver. gn.ﬂ. g.wc
Greece a dramatic 1-0 victary over
the Czech Republic and a plage in
the final of Euro 2004 here on
Thursday.

Otto Rehhagel's side, who beat
2000 champions France in the
quarter-finals, will meet hosts
Portugal in Sunday’s final in a
rematch of the tournament-
opening match won by Greece,

With the scores deadlocked,
Roma defender Dellas met Vasilios

Tsiartas' corner at the near post in
the final minute of first-half extra-
time and planted a firm header into
the net for the former Sheffield
United star’s first ever goal for his
country which took Greece into
theinfirst ever fnaldoe | i

ST

-Rehhagel could scarcely. lp; e . )

the adventure wis continuing espe-
cially after the camp had been desta-
bilised by stories over him claiming
all the glory, one of the top clubs AEK
Athens going bankrupt and the
players wanting more than was
previously agreed regarding
bonuses.

“The fairytale continues. It is
unbelievable what my team his
achieved today," said the 65-year-
old German known as King Otto [or

P—r

his success Llufi.ng a Ve
withWerder Bremen,
"In the final i@
who will want to
to us an the npe

'mllh{'l t:ny ﬂtrﬂ ners
His Czech unurfl
Bruckner reflecitel o
good habits had laps
and theyhad 4 \
"It's strange; of
being a couch and 30 mn e we
cnm.cd('dliluﬁmtgonlkﬂmam:cr
kh.k inthelast -iel:unds.“
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WHEN THE MUSIC STOPPED: Czech striker Jan Koller (L) presses his head against the bar whlle two teammates
stare in disbalief at the end of the semifinal against Graece.

Those popping eyes

will be mzssed

m_lfpotball

AFPB Lisbon

Pierluigi Collina refereed the last
international match of his career
when he took control of the Euro
2004 semi-final between the Czech
Republicand Greece on Thursday.

The Italian widely regarded as
the best referce in the world is 45
next February and so reaches the
compulsory age for retirement at
international level.

However his last intemnational
match ended in suitably dramatic
style as Tralanos Dellas headed ina

silver goal winner'in the dying
seconds of the firsthalf of extra-
time to give them & am historic 1-0
victory. ek

The bald- headedltaﬁnu with the
characteristic staring eyes refereed
the 2002 Warld Cup final between
Brazil and Gézmanybu ishowingto
German official Markus Merk in the
final of Euro 2004 onSunday.

Collina may be too old for UEFA
and FIFA's liking, but he has been
consistently linked with a role
officiating mnlchesln the English
Premiershipe
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