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Militants ambush MP's
motorcade in Kashmir

17 killed in violence

AFP, Srinagar

Seventeen people were killed yester-
day in bloody separatist violence in
Indian Kashmir, including a rebel
ambush on an Indian MP's motor-
cade, policesaid.

Six policemen, including an
officer, were killed when a motor-
cade of a Kashmiri member of the
Indian patliament, Lal Singh, hit a
landmine and then was fired on in
southern Doda district, a police
spokesman said.

Five policemen and civilians
were injured in the attack by the
rebels, who hid behind pine trees
and bouldérs, the spokesman said,
adding that the condition of two
policemenwas critical,

Palice satd four policemen died
on the spol, while two of those
injured diedin hospital.

Singh, amember of India's ruling
Congress parly, was not injured.
Local lawmaker G.M. Saroori, who

accompanied him on the way (o a
public meeting, also escaped
unharmed.

Police said roops were rushed to
theareato find therebelsinvolvedin
the attack in Doda, one of the dis-
tricts most hitby the insurgeney.

Troops also gunned down three
rebels minutes after they crossed the
Line of Control (LoC), the de facto
barder with Pakistanin the northerm
Kupwaradistrict, police said.

India accuses Pakistan of arming
the rebels and demands a hale o
alleged infiltration. Pakistan denjes
the charges.

India’s defence minister Pranab

Mukherjee on his maiden visit to
Gashmir this week said the Indian
troops had nearly completed the
feneing of the LoC and that it would
help reduceinfiltration.

The two countries held talks last
week in New Delhi that included
rare discussion ol their Kashmir
dispute as part of a go-slow peace
process.
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PHOTO: AFP

Pakistan's Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri (L) and Indian Foreign Minister
Natwar Singh (R) hold hands during their bilateral meating on the sidelines
of the Asean Regional Forum (ARF) at the Jakarta Convention Center in the
Indonesian capital yesterday. Pakistan becama the 24th member of the ARF, .
which groups all the world's major powers and which was halding its 11th

annual meeting in closed session.
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Pakistan joins ARF

Indo-Pak FMS meet in Jakarta to build trust

AV Istamabad

Pakistan was formally accepted
yesterday as the 24th member of
Asia's only security lorum, in a move
that could lessen tensions in the
region and with fellow nuclear
power India.

India had earlier dropped its
opposition to Pakistan's entry into
the Asean Regional Forum (ARE)
alter Pakistan pave assurances it
would not raise bilateral issues like
Kashmirin the forum.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Kurshid Kasuri welcomed his coun-
try's accession to the grouping,
which represents all the world's
major powers, but said it should not
be seen in the context of relations
with India.

The real challenge, he said, was
for diplomats of both sides to come
forward with anacceptable solution
involving the people of Kashmir,

"I don't want to go into specific
solutions. [t's not really going to be

productive in terms of bringing
about a solution to the dispute if we
start talking about it (in the media)
Kasurisaid.

*Pakistan and India should try to
resolve issues peacefully because
oo much is at stake, both are
nuclear powers, both have the
means to deliver nuelear weapons.

"Itis eminently sensible for them
to do so (resolve issues, One-third of
the world's poor after all do live in
South Asiaandit'slargely because of
continuing and persisting tension
between Pakistan and India," he
stressed,

Indiz and Pakistan have fought
three wars over Kashmir, a region in
the northern Himalayas divided
between the two states and elaimed
by baoth.

Pakistani and Indian diplomats
met in New Delhi [ast week [or talks
aimed at coming up with solutions
forafinalsettlementof the dispute,

“1 think both governments real-
ize the need to resolve the Kashmir

issue," Kasuri safd.

He said his country's inclusionin
ARF was a recognition "that
Pakistan is playing a very important
role, not just in promoting stability
in the Islamic world but also in
regional and international peace.”

Delegates at Friday's meeting
agreed with Pakistan's statement
thatthere was aneed for theinterna-
tional community to engage the
[slamic world and understand the
rOOt causes ol terrorism,

Meanwhile, the foreign ministers
of Pakistan and [ndia emerged from
talks here yesterday optimistic that
trust begween the two nations was
growing and further progress had
been made in resolving their long-
running Kashmirdispute.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Kurshid Kasuri met his Indian coun-
terpart, Natwar Singh, for 15 min-
utes on the sidelines of the Asean
Regional Forum (ARE) in what was
the two nations' second high-level
diplomaticencounterinaweek.

Typhoon toll
rises to 23 in
Philippines

REUTERS, Manila

The death toll from the strongest
typhoon to hit the Philippines this
year rose (o 24 yesterday, as rescue
workers rushed to clear landslides
and send food and medicine to
isolated areas, disasterofficials said.

Thousands of people were dis-
placed by typhoon Mindulle, which
packed winds of 118 miles per hour
and gusis of up to 140 miles per hour
as it swept past the northern region
ofthe main Luzon islantd.

Crap and infrastructure damage
was estimated at $9.8 million, mostly
in rice- and corn-growing areas in
Cagayan Valley region, the National
Disaster CoordinatingCouncil said, -

President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo boarded & navy rubber boat
on Friday to distribute relief goods
to nearly 200,000 residents in
Cagayan province, which bore the
bruntofthe storm.

A want immediare measures o
restore agricultural capacity” said
Arroyo, in a stalement she read

 belore inspecting villages affected

bytyphoonin Cagayanprovince, *

Pakistan dismantling
terror network in its own
interest: Musharraf

AFP, tslamaba

Pakistan is trying to dismantle the
country's terrorist network for the
sike of its own "national interest”,
President Pervez Musharraf told two
visiting US senators yesterday,
officialssaid,

During a meeting with
Republican senators Don Nickles
andd Jeff Sessions General Musharral
reitarated Pakistan had to eliminate
outsiders who were misusing its
territory, & foreign minlstry state-
ment saicl.

It was very much in Pakistan's
national interest to dismantle the
terror netwark and get rid of outsid-
ers frying to misuse our territory,"
Musharral told the US lawmakers,
according 10 a foreign ministry
staterment.

Pakistan, a key ally in
Washington's fight against terror-
ism, has been engaged i a cam-
paign toneutralise al-Qaeda foreign
militants hiding in its tribal territory
bordering Afghanistan,

and India mer a8t Week 'in New

Pakistani forces have killed more
than 100 al-Qaeda-linked foreign
militants and their local supporters
intwomajor operationsin the South
Waziristan tribal region this year.
Army forces are still hunting for
hundreds of others.

The statement said an ongoing
peace dialogue between Pakistan
and India also came up [or discus-
sionduring the meeting.

Musharraf said he was satisfied
with the progress made in Pakistan-
India talks but warned "the (peace)
process will sulfer if there is no
progresson the Kashmirissue."

Pakistan and India have fought
three warssince their independence
in 1947, two of them were over the
Himalayan territory which is
divided between the two and
claimed in full by both.

k‘urpigm secrelaries of Pakistan

Delhi and vowed to continue sus-
rained and serious dialogue (o find a
peaceful, negotiated final settle-
mentofthe Kashmirdispute.

Maoist rebels kill
mayor of Nepal's
top tourist town

AFPB Kathmandu

Suspected Maoist rebels Friday
assassinated the mayor of Nepal's
leading tourist tawn, Pokhara, in a
hit-and-run shooting in a busy
marketplace, an official said,

‘The killing of Pokbara Mayor
Harkha Bahsadur Gurung is one of
the highest-profile assassinations
since the Maaoists launched their
"people's war" in 1996 aimed at
overthrowingthe monarchy.

Three gunmen opened fire at the
mayar, his driver and his bodyguard
as they went on an garly-morning
drive through a crowded market
aren in Pokhara, a western town and
gateway for (rekkers in the
Annapumarange.

"The mayor succumbed to his
bullet injuries while underground
treatment ar the hospital," home
ministry spokesman Gopendra
Bahadur Pandey told AFR

“The conditon of Gurung's

bocygire Ry’ Bahadur Gurng "

and his driver Prasad Gurung are
reported o beserious," Pandey said.

He said three Maoists carried out
theattdek and fled after the shooting,

ARF backs bid to

solve nuke crisis
US, N Korean officials hold talks

AFP, fakara

A major Asia-Pacific security forum
guve strong support yesterday to
new elforts to end the North Korean
nuelear crisis, as the US and North
Korean foreign ministers held rare
high-level talks on the sidelines of
themeeting,

Members of the Asean Regional
Forum (ARF), in a statement alter
their annual meeting, "emphasised
the importance of a step-by-5tep
process of 'words for words' and
‘action for action'."

US Secretary of State Colin
Powell has promised to match North
Korea "deed for deed™ if it agrees to
dismantle its nuclear weapons and
halt their development under a US
planlaidoutlast week,

Powell and his North Korean
counterpagt, Paek Nam-Sun, met
priva lgll;?’é!f flyﬁid:l?'und both sf(fésls" 2
indicated some progress was mace.

It was the first face-to-face cabinet-
level contact since 2002 between the
United States and the secretive

communist state, which
Washington has branded as part of
an "axisofevil."

The ARFE foreign ministers also
condemned terrorism as a world-
wide threat, agreed to work together
o improve transport security and
urged army-ruled Myanmar (o move
towards democracy.

Powell spoke of an "opportunity
for conerete progress” after his 20+
minute meeting with Paek. The
North Koreans said thatif the United
States intends to improve relations,
"the DPRK (North Korea) also will
not regard the US as a permanent
enemy...”

Pagk in a siatement said the
North is still committed to
denuclearising the Korean penin-

. Sulapeacefully.

ARE whose membership rose to
24 alter Pakistan joined yestérday
includes 1l partiesinvolved in
separate "six-party” talks on resolv-
ing the nuclear crisis -- the United
States, China, Japan, Russja and
Northand South Korea.
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A boy sits an the ruins of his collapsed house in the eastern Turkish village of Vigincaly yesterday after an earth-
quake, measuring 5.1 on the open-ended Richter scale, hit the eastern town of Agri earlier in the day, killing a total of

18 people andinjuring 21 others.
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The young relatives of killed Palestinian Yussef al-Arja, 25, are comforted by an adult outside the hospital in the
Rafah refugee camp in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. Arja was shot by fire from an Israali tank. There were no
clashes in the area when the tank opened fire. In all two Palestinian men were killed by Israeli fire Friday moming in
twoseparate incidentsinthe southern Gaza Strip.

Israeli troops to stay in
Gaza until end of 2005

Four Palestinians killed

AFP, ferusalem

Soldiers will remain in the northern
Gaza Strip, a launchpad for
Palestinian rockets, until Israel
completes its planned Gaza with-
drawal next year, the defense minis-
ter said yesterday, as violence flared
in with the deaths of four
Palestinians.

"The army will continue to con-
tral the area where it deployed
(Monday) until the last minute
before the withdrawal,* Shaul Mofiuz
told the Yediot Aharonot daily on a
visitto Beit Hanun onThursday.

Troops mided and occupied the
area after Palestinian militants fired
two rockets into the nearby south-
ern Israeli town of Sderar, killing two
civilians, last Monday.

The hardline Islamic Hamas
group claimed the attack. [t was the
first time their trademark, home-
made Qassam rockets had caused
any [sraeli casualties.

Mofaz's office confirmed his
statementsto AFP on Friday.

The [sraeligovernment backed in
early June a proposal by Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon to pull out
troops [rom Gaza and dismantle all
Jewish settlements in the territory,
and another four in the northern
West Bank by end-2005.

Meanwhile, in the Gaza Strip,
three Palestinian men were killed by
Israeli firein three separate incidents,
while d 15-yera- old Palestinian youth
died of wounds he had sustained
Thursday. medicssaid.

Mohammed Ahmed Krayyem,
55, was killed near the Jewish sertle-
ment blocof Gush Katifand 25-year-
old Yussefl al-Arja was shot in Rafah,
bothin thesouthern GazaStrip.

Israeli military sources con-
firmed they opened fire and "hit" a
Palestinian man who was walking
toward an army post in the Gush
Katifbloc.

Khan Yunis residents told AFP

that Krayyem had been mentally’

disabled.

Arja was shot by fire from an
Istaeli tank, Palestinian security
sources and witnesses said, but
there was no immediate confirma-
tion from the Israeliarmy,

In Beit Hanun, Mohammed
Deifallah, 21, was killed inside his
house and Hamzi Abush died of
wournds inflicted when he and other
Palestinians were protesting against
an Israeli operation, medics said.

Troops have closed some four
kilometers (three miles) of the
Salaheddine road that links Beit
Hanun to Erez - the only Palestinian
crossing point into Israel except
Rafahat the southern most tip of the
Gaza Strip.

‘The deaths brought the overall
toll since the September 2000 out-
break of the Palestinian intifada, or
uprising, to 4,144, including 3,149
Palestinians and 923 Israelis,
accordingto an AFP count.

US bars 6 ships as

anti-terror law
takes hold

REUTERS, Washington/Lornidon

The United States denied entry to six
foreign-flagged ships on Thursday
as tough new global laws to protect
shipping [rom terrorist attacks took
effecrwith litle overall disruption to
global trade.

Washington, fearing an attack or
infiltration by al-Qaeda from the sea,
has vowed to police the new United
Nations codes strictly by turning
away ships that are not security-
certified or delaying ones that have
calledat "contaminated ports.”

Adm: Thomas Collins, comman-
dant of the US Coast Guard, told
Reuters the agency had denied entry
10 six out of 265 ships arriving in the
United States on Thursday for failing
tohavevalid newsecurity certificates.

He did not say what flags the six
ships carried, He sajd none of them
were oil tankers, but rather tended
to be "freight-type vessels," Collins
gave no further details on the ships,
but said the tightened security
regime had not had a significant

impacton theflowof rade.

A US Coast Guard official said
earlier the agency had ordered
Bolivian-flagged cargo ship
Dahomey Express to leave US
waters because it lacked the new
security certificates. There was no
immediate information on the other
fivevessels.

The codes, signed by 147 govern-
ments, require ports, stevedoring
companies and owners of ships
larger than 500 tons to drawup plans
for responding (o a terror threat,
implement tighter security around
facilities and train stalf.

The global shipping community is
watching US enforeement efforts o
checkthe effectivenessolthe codes.

On the eve of the July 1 deadline
to implement the new anti-
terrorism measures, only about half
of the world's ports and 53 percent
of global shipping had complied
with the [nternational Ship and Port
Facility Security code, according (o
the UN's International Maritime
Organisation, its chiefarchitect,

al-Qaeda vows to carry
out attacks in Europe

FBI urges increascd patrols for July 4th

REUTERS, AP, DubaifWashington

A purported statement froim an al-
Qaeda-linked group vowed to carry
outattacksin Europeafter the expiry
of a three-month truce offered by
Osama bin Laden in April, London-
biased Ashirq al-Awsat newspaper
said yesterday.

al-Qaecda leader bin Laden, in an
audio tapeon April 15, extended a
truce to Europeans if they withdrew
troops from Muslim nations and
said that the offer would last three
months.

“To the European people ... you
anly have a few more days to accept
hin Laden's truce or you will only
have yourselves o blame," said the
statement purported 1o be from Abu
Hals al-Masri Brigades, which
claimed responsibility for the March
FrhombingsinSpain.

It was not immediately possi-

ble to verify the authenticity of
the statement, parts of which
were published by Asharg al-
Awsal, The daily said the letter
was dated July 1.

"Muslims in the West should
depart to Muslim states if they can,”
theletter said.

"Those who eannot should take
precautions and live in Muslim
areas, have enough food to last o
month, lind ways to protect them-
selves and their families, leave
enough money in the house to last
one month or langer and (o pray a
lor and put their fate in God's
hands," itadded.

Several European states had
rejected the. truce offer, which
excluded the United States and
Isracl.

‘Phe CIA has said the voice on the
tape was "likely" that of Saudi-born
bin Laden, whose group carried out

the September 2001 attacks on US
cities.

AP acds: A constant stream of
intelligence indicating that al-
Queda wants to sirike the Unired
States this summer or fall has led
lederal officials 1o urge increased
vigilunce during the Independence
Day weekend, but there is no spe-
cific threat of an attack timed to the
holidaw

In & bulletin sent to law enforce-
ment agencies nationwide
Thursday, the FBI said police should
step up patrals and watch for signs
of terrorist activity, including sur-
veillanee of potential targets. The
FBlalso listed advice on how to spot
possible suicide bombers,

"We know the US homeland
remaing a top al-Caeda target,” the
EREsaid in the bulletin, sent weekly
to 18,0005t ate andlocal law enforee-
ment agencies,

World press focuses
on Saddam trial

AFP, London

Pictures of a defiant Saddam
Fussein appearing in a Baghdad
courtroom dominated the world's
press yesterday, amid warnings that
the tribunal must prove it is inde-
pendent from the United States.

“The mother of all trials,"
Kuwait's Al-Qabas daily splashed
across Its front page, a reference to
the "mother of all battles" descrip-
tion Saddam gave to the 1991 Gulf
War that drove his forces out of the
oil-rich emirate.

British newspapers said the trial
would help fraq and the wider
Middle Eastregion move [orward.,

“The proceedings should spot-
light the enormity of Baathist
erimes, whether gassing Kurds,
subjecting Kuwait to a reign ol terror
or massacring Shias. Those revela-
tions could prove cathartic for Iraq,”
said the rightwing Daily Telegraph,
which backed last year's US-led
invasion of Irag.

“It the trial) must be a further
spur [or change in a region with

enormous potential that has not
beenrealised," said The Times,

But the left-leaning Guardian
described Thursday's opening-day
proceedings as "staged” and warned
thataproper trial by the Iragi peaple
“can only happen when they have
an elected government and not a
US-appointed regime."

France's Liberation said "the way
in which (Saddam) is treated will be
a test of the type of regime that [raq
will have."

Newspapers in Moscow also cast
doubron the Baghdad court's inde-
pendence in the trial for war crimes
of Saddam and 11 members of his
former regime, who appeared for
thefirst time onThursday.

"Contrary to the tribunals in

Nuremberg and The Hague, the

tribunals for Rwanda and Sierra
Leone, this court isnot international
or independent,” said the centrist
Isvestia.

There were inevitable compari-
sons (o the trial in UN court in The
Hague of former Yugoslav strong-
man Slobodan Milosevic.

PHOTO: AFP
A US soldiar takes a picture of a rocket launcher placed in the truck of a burnt van following an attack agalnst the
Sheraton Hotel in Baghdad yesterday. The rockets were fired from the van which was parked alongside Fardus
square outside the heavy concrete barriers that seal off the Sheraton and its sister hotel the Palestine, home to many
journalists and businessmen. The rockels lit ablaze the mini-van when they were fired off. There were no initial
reports of casualties,
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