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ulna editor
to death by outl

]ana]uddha claims responsibility; journalistsin the
southwestern mty ca]l hartal for tomorrow

QUAZI AMANULLAH, Khudna

Dainik Janmabhumi Editor
Humayun Kabir Balu was killed and
his elder son injured in a bomb
:xttm:k yesterday apparently by a
leﬂist extrernist posing as a peanut
vendor in southwestern Khulna
City, police dnd witriesses said.

Blﬂu 58, also president of Khulna
Pa:eisﬁlub ‘suffered eritical injuries
to his back and legs at 12:15pm in

front of his house-cum-office on

Islampur Road soon after getting
down' from his car and died at
Khulna Medical College Hospital
(KMCH) at 1:50pm, sparking pro-
tests.
'I'fhe Janajuddha faction of
. | SEEPAGE11COL4

i10 years
S]'Am CORRESPD’QDENT Khulna

'I'hinaen junmahf;ts including four
edifors wete killed in the last 10
years in the south-western region, a
safe haven for underground opera-
tives and criminals for decades.
1t t!gad five were in Khulna,
}rmom. two in JThenaidah, and
m(lhuadangaand Satkhira,
S - SEEPAGE11COL3
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'éxﬁdﬁle Balu's .
death

UNB,amm

Rﬂmp Mlnister Khaleda Zia and
J’-anjﬂ{eague chief Sheikh Hasina
have expressed their shock at the
{Ieath ‘of Khulna Press Club
President Himayun Kabir Balu in a
hombattackin Khulnayesterday.
[ . SEE PAGE 11 COL B
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Clockwise from top left, a file photo of Dainik Janmabhumi Editor Humayun Kabir Balu, his elder son Asif Kabir
receives treatmentataKhulna cllnic forwounds and the family wails over his killing by leftist extremists in the south-

western city yesterday.

Pichchi Hannan
sent to jail

Co-gangster Ni tel
found dead

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday showed Pichchi’
Hannan as an arrestee in three cases
of assault on law enforcers and
illegal arms and drugs possession,
while another operative of the
dreaded criminal died from wounds
he suffered in a shootout with an
eliteforce.

The Chief Metropolitan Magi-
strate's (CMM's) Court, Dhakaissuing
an order for showmg him arrested,
sent Hannan to Dhaka Central Jail

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Crisis-hit RMG
exporters look

to end hartal
fallout

STAR REPORT

With a falling garment exports to the
US and the major order placing
season approaching for the first
quota-free year, garment exporters
are worrying about hartal that could

furtherjeopardise the industry.
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) has planned
to hold a meeting with the major
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Transport strike
begins in 16
N districts today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpr

North Bengal Road Transport
‘Owners and Workers Association
enforces an indefinite transport
strike in 16 northern districts from
today to press home their demands.

AbuAsgor Pintu, president of the
association, said they called’ the
indefinite strike as the government
didnotmeet theirdemands.

Their seven-point demand
include implementation of the
tripartite agreement with the gov-
ernment, vehicle owners and work-
ers of 16 northern districts and an
end to traffic police harassment.

o i

back with abduction

8 families in Naogaon robbed, houses vandalised

ANWAR ALL RAJSHAHI

Islamic militants tied to wvigilante
commander Bangla Bhai abducted
two women and a child in Bagmara
in the northwestern district of
Rajshahi on Saturday morning in
theirlatestviolent activity that came
aftera one-monthlull,

The abduction coincided with
militants' announcement that
Bangla Bhai, chiefof Jagrata Muslim
Janata Bangladesh (JMIB), would
hreak cover on July 1 after weeks of
hiding,

The operatives, kidnapped 33-
year-old Safinun Nahar, her mother
Shahida Begum and 3-year-old
daughter Suborna from their
Raipura village, as they came back
from Rajshahi city to visit their

home that they left in fear of vigi-
lante attacks,

Bangla Bhai's men demanded
money in illegal tolls from Safinun's
husband Abdul Barik and threat-
ened him with death in failure,
scaring him into leaving his village
in April with his family to stayin the
northwestern city.

The militant outfitis blamed fora
series of killings and abductions in
vigilante action in the northwest
since April 1, the latest episode of
atrocities that grabbed the media
spotlight.

The JMIB cadres in their April
operations demolished the house of
AwamiLeague leader Abdus Sobhan
Chowdhuryat Kalapara in Bagmara,
who later left the village to stay in
Rajshahicity,

TERRORISED NAQGAGN

Bangla Bhai's operatives aperat-
ing under cover of so-called peace
committee looted valuables from
eight families in an indigenous
people-inhabited' \rﬂlagc in
Raninagar in Naogaon Saturday
before vandalising mdr#muses The
looters announced that they would
auction offtherestof rhhpropeﬂy

Many indigenous and poor
Muslim families ‘i Lakkhikhola
village sent ihch‘ daug\;‘mrs to other

Witnesses said an an;ued gan;g of

30 led allegedly by Alamgir Hossain
Ranga, Akhter and Firoz launched
the attack on the houses of Ananda
Marandi, Ramdulal' Marandi, Anil
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

WOMEN, CHILD TRAFFICKING

6 steps suggested
to curb crime

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An inter-ministerial meeting yester-
day suggested six steps 'to signifi-
cantly reduce the crimes related to
trafficking' in the wake of a possible
US sanction if Dhaka fails to stop
trafficking inwomen and children.
The sixsuggested steps aimed to
reduce the rate of trafficking in
women and children include revival
of the police anti-trafficking, unit,

‘appointment of a special prosecutor

for dealing with trafficking cases in
"speedy court” and institution of a
referral mechanism for the victims
to avail services offered by NGOs.

US State Department on June 15
blacklisted Bangladesh and warned
it of economic sanctions ifit fails to
improve the situation within60 days
fromthatdate.

The meeting, held at the home
ministry and chaired by State
Minister for Home Affairs

Lutfozzaman Babar, discussed ways
to prevent trafficking in children
and women. The state minister
ardered quick disposal of 17 cases
relating to trafficking in children
andwomen.

A five-member committee
headed by the joint secretary of the
home ministry was formed to sub-
mitareportini5days.

"We are serious about the prob-
lems, and trying to solve it," Babar
told newsmen after the meeting,

He said police are trying to pre-
pare a list of the people behind the
illegal trade and action would be
takensoonaceordingtothelist.

The meeting ordered mounting
watch and prompt action on six
trafficking routes mamely Dhaka-
Barisal, Dhaka-Benapole, Dhaka-
Satkhira, Dhaka-Chapainawabganj,
Dhaka-Darshana and Dhaka-
Dinajpur thatthe human traffickers

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

'Iha“bédy bf an unidentified girl of
about b wastetrieved from a sack at
Weﬁ‘ﬁl'iewmpma in Mirpur yester-
dﬂ!i'

Lﬁrpurpnilce found thebodyina
‘ln,rt;c fortiliser bag, which was

covered with a cloth, at about
l‘l'ﬂﬁpm.saumes said.

The inquest report said some
‘bones of thevictim's hands and legs
were broken while the body bore

allover,

- The bad
Meﬂlnl

was sent to Dhaka
ege Hospital morgue

forgumpsyq.ls 30pm, police said.
‘Morgue sources suspect the girl
dia? ducmqeverc bcallng

E!fﬂnent journalist and freedom
fighter MR Akhiter Mukul was laid to
rest at the Martyred Intellectuals
Graveyard in capital's Mirpur yes-

terday. .-
- Mukul, famed for his radio
p;agmmme 'Charampatra’ during
the country's liberation war, died of
cancer at Birdem hospital on
S&iunluy atthe ageof 75.
er, hi§ body was taken to his
yRoad home from Birdem mortu-
atamamemthcﬁmtnam -e-
janaza was held. The second janaza
\ﬂp held at the Jatiya Press Club and
the | hird “at Muktijoddha Sangsad
Sfiioein NewEskaton.
~ The body was taken to the
Ce:ﬁral Shalieed Minar where peo-
plf ﬁmm a]l Strata including Awami
Leapue- Premdem and Leader of
)pposition in parliament Sheikh
ina, jouthalists, writers, intellec-
ind ‘politicians paid last

10 inspired countrymen
i __rahnnwarin]ﬁ?l
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DHAKA-10 BY-POLLS

Mannan again files

writ petition for
army deployment

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Abdul Mannan of Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) and three other
candidates for july 1 Dhaka-10 by-

election yesterday filed a writ peti- |

tion again with the High Court (HC)
seeking a directive on the govern-
ment for army deployment in'each
polling centre,

The latest petition sought the
directive in light of the Election
Commission (EC) decision to ask
the government for deployment of
troopsto ensure a free and fairvote.

The HC division bench of Justice
MA Matin and Justice Tarik Ul
Hakimwill hear the petition today.

The High Court in an order on

June 20 on a similar writ petition :
said the earlier petition was prema-
ture and that no-one had declined :
troops deployment in the constitu- &
ency: The court however expected of -
the government to take necessary ;
steps, including the deployment of .
army, to hold the vote in a free and’ -
fairmanner. ;
But after the High Court order, :
BDB candidate Mannan and three :
others apprehended that the
authorities would not provide suffi-
cient security and deploy army :
personnelin the constituencyinline
with the ECdecision. :
With only three days to the cru- .
cial voting, which was deferred to -
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7 }

.Ivﬁnistérs skirt

army deployment
. demand

'E STAFE CORRESPONDENT

: Senior ministers in parliament
: yesterday skirted round the issue of
* security measures for the July 1
! Dhaka-10 by-election when an
: opposition lawmaker demanded
: assurance from the government of

army deployment in line with an

. Election Commission (EC) decision.

Rather, ruling BNP's young

: deputies were allowed to speak on
. the issue, who' accused the past

Awami League (AL) government of

+ vote rigging, triggering tension ln
! thejatiyaSangsad.

Chief Election Comimissioncr
MA Syed in a letter to Prime Minister

: KhaledaZia on June 15 conveyedthe
! June 13 EC decision to ask authori-

ties for deployment of armyperson-
nelforthe by-polls.

The BNP lawmakers accused
their AL counterparts of raising
points of order in violation of the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

RISING DEBT BURDEN

Interest payment gobbles up
20pc of revenue spending

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Interest payment on govermnment
borrowings lately has turned into a
major burden on the economy, as it
alone consumes around one- ﬁfth of
the revenue budget.

The proposed budget for fiscal
year (FY) 2004-05 has allocated Tk
6,533 crore or 19 percent of the
revenue budget for interest pay-
ment on gavernment borruwmgs
cmnpared to Tk 5,832 crore or 21
percent in current year's revised
budget and' TK 5,574 crore or 19
percentinFY2001-02.

Back in FY 1990-91, the nation
spent only Tk 662 crore or 11:68
percent of the revenue budget for

the same purpose.

Until FY 1994-95, the govern-
ment had to pay roughly equal
amounts of interest for domestic
and foreign loans. But now, domes-
tic borrowing claims 83 percent of
the total interest paid.

Economists fear this trend is
pushing the nation into a 'debt trap!
that, if the issue is not addressed
immediately, will becomne a major
impediment toits development.

"If we fail to implement the
appropriate reforms, this will turn
into adebt trap for the government,”
says M Hafizuddin, chairman of the
Public Expenditure Review
Commission (Perc).

Onimplementation of reforms, a

high official of finance ministry says;
“Itisnot possible to execute reforms
overnight. They are being imple-
mented slowly. Like, in recent times,
several ministrieshavebeenmerged
with theviewto graduallyreduce the
loan burden."

On the country's debt burden,
economist Zaid Bakht notes, "The
level'of borrowing had increased at
the fag end of the previous govern-

‘ment, when it introduced some

populist moves into the budget
After the present government had
taken over, it tried to streamline the
borrowing. But now, once again, the
elections are coming and o0 possi-
bilities of undertaking populist

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

PHOTO; ANISUR RAHMAN

A woman wades throug h'ﬂobdwaters yesterday in the wake of monsoon rains for the past few days that submerged
roads InDhaka's Matoall, forcing local residents to build abamboo bridge to skirt swamped road.

Shujaat intefim
Pak PM

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's parliament will elect a
new,leader of the house tomorrow
following prime minister Zafarullah
Jamali's surprise resi,gnatim, offi-
cials said.

President Pe rvezk-Muah&rra[
accepted Jamali's resignation and
summoned a special session of the
National Assembly {lnwer huuse) on
June 29 to elect a new leader of the
house to replace the premier who
also held the post, theysaid.

Jamali announced his resigna-
tion on Saturday in the wake of
persistent rumours llm.t Musharraf
wanis mbnngh}nmﬁgmlm to
carryouthispolitical agenda. =~ -

He said his cabinet Imd been
dissolved and Chaudhry Shijaat
Hussain, president of the niling
Pakistan Muslim League (PML), has
been nominated as his caretaker
SUCCessor

Hussain said he would hold the
post for two months before hsnding
over to Shaukat Aziz who served as
finance ministerin Jamali! s cabinet.

Aziz, b former Citibank official, is
architect of the country'seconomic

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

German FM
arrives on
July 164 &

BSS, Dhaka

German Foreign Minister Joschka
Fischer will arrive onJuly 16 for a

‘two-day official visitat theinvitation

of his Bangladesh counterpart M
Morshed Khan,

Foreign Secretary: Sh&nmher M
Chodhury will receive him at Zia
International Airport.

The two foreign ministers will hold
talks in the morn.tngai 1e Ministry of
Forelgn Affairs on July 17, an official
source said yasten:lay Bilateral issues
and regional and interational mat-
ters of common interest are l:grpected
to bediscussedatthetalks.

Joschka is likely to meet the press
briefly after the talks with the foreign
I'lll'.ﬂlSlEr

He will make a courtesy call on
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia at the
Prime Minister's Office in the after-
neon. ' :

Leader of Opposition in
Parliament and Awami Léague chief
Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to call
onthe Germanforeignminister.

Controversial
RU recruits
threaten VC for
job confirmation

Our CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Contruverslaliymnuted employees
of Rajshahi University (RU) yester-
day stormed the office of vice chan-
cellor and threatened him with dire
consequences if the authorities did
notconfirmthelrjobs !m!mﬁiﬁtely
Hundreds of illegally appointed
employees have agitating for
thelasttwo daysafter :
in compliance with®
askedthem tl:llﬂ'l'

emp]u}reesanywn i
Barlier on Jjune
court cancelled the
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