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Workers fix an electronic signal in front of the Sheraton Hotel, one of the 59 points marked for modern traffic signals.

Guishan traffic
signal goes
electronic today

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN

The electronic traffic signal at

Gulshan intersections will

switched on by Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka at 12:00 noon today, a
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) offi-

cial said.

The signal system set up under the
World Bank-funded Dhaka Urban
Transport Project (DUTP) was sup-
posed to be in place by the second

week of June.

But it has been delayed due to
indecision about what cables to be
used for the system and delay in
getting power connection from
Dhaka Electric Supply Company

(Desco),aDUTP official said.

The two electronic traffic signals at
Gulshan 1 and 2 are the first of the
DUTP's 59 such signals to be installed

With imported items enterinlg1 thelocal market, most
businesses saw a rise in profits but the burkah sale
saw otherwise.

Traders in Patuatuli said that burkah (loose all-
enveloping garb with veil worn by Muslim women)
sales have seen a slump as these items are brought in
from other countries toning down the demand for
local products.

Customers now look for more foreign items, but
bringin% such items into the country is costly. The
prices of theseitems are usually high.

"If we try to keep a large profit margin, the price of
each burkahwould be high and beyond the purchas-
ing capacity of our customers," said Liaqat Hossain,
owner of Jhumur Burkah House.

He said that his profits decreased by Tk 3,000 a
month. "I made profits three times as much, five
years back," he added. "Our investment is high as
imported garbs cost more, yet we have to cater to
customer'sdemands, butwe cannot charge very high
prices," hesaid.

The Azmeri Market in Patuatuli has 28 shops
offeringawide range of burkahs. Apart from them the
shops also sell hijab, scarves, advocate gowns, caps
and dopattas (longscarfworn over the shoulders).

Saudi Burkah House, Kuwait Burkah Ghar, Iraqi
Burkah House and Mishore (Egypt) Burkah Bitan have
been named after Muslim countries to attract custom-
ers.

"Most customers believe the product has a link to
the country if the shop is named after them," said
ParvezHossain ofJhumur Burkah House.

The traditional burkah is losing its flavour with
trendy ones replacing it. Iranian, Turkish, Pakistani
or Saudi Bbrkahs attract customers. Salespersons
explained that the design names do not necessarily
mean theitemismadein thatparticular country.
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"Burkahs are brought only from a few countries
like Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates," said
Liaqat Ali. He added that in most cases such items are
brought into the country by 'luggage parties' -- peo-
ple visiting those countries as tourists who bring
about 100-150 pieces with them.

Burkah prices differ according to its material and
design ranging from Tk 110-2,800. The cost of
imported burkah is Tk 800 onwards. Georgette and
Suskin are popular material for burkah.

Wearing burkah has become very popular in the
lasttwo years, commented some sellers.

"It may be because the newly designed burkahs
are fashionable," said Parvez Hossain, a salesperson.
"Women seem impressed having TV %impses
women in other countries wearing fashionable

burkahs," headded.

But Mahbooba Matin, a housewife had a different
opinion. "I don't think that's the case. I have been
wearing burkah since I was a young girl. Women
wear them because they follow religious beliefs," she
said.

Traders however feel that though more women
opt for burkah, the business is not doing well. "Cus-
tomers from the new town are rare. Traffic conges-
tion prevents them coming to the old part of Dhaka,"
said anothertrader.

"This is why we have many wholesale buyers from
other city markets. Only some retail customers from
old Dhaka and Keraniganj come here to buy
burkahs," headded.

inthe capital.

"With the system in place, traffic
movement will be monitored from a
central control room," said Abdul
be Qaiyum, DUTP projectdirector.

Gulshan signals were done on a
priority basis to demonstrate the
effectiveness of doing away with
roundabouts by Dhaka Transport
Coordination Board (DTCB).

"Initially, the DUTP had estimated
a cost of Tk 24 crore to install the
electronic traffic lights at 59 points.
But Tk 10 crore could be saved by
tendering job. ATS Hong Kong Lim-
ited won the contract by quoting the
lowest price," Qaiyum said.

However, a DCC source told Star
City that the signal installation cost
has gone up by Tk 1.619 crore due to
'incompetence' of some officials. The
government was forced to count the
additional costin customs duty as the

contract did not specify who would
payit.

Ultimately, the DCC had to bear
the duty as ATS refused to pay. Inde-
cision about who to pay the duty also
delayed the progress of the project.
Qaiyum said September has been set
as the new deadline to complete the
project.

"Installation of signals depends on
civil engineering work at intersec-
tions. So far, work of 36 intersections
has been done and these should have
the electronic signal by July," added
the DUTP projectdirector.

Sources said a number of foreign
engineers would maintain the system
for at least three years and train DCC
staff.

The DCC decided to go for the
modern signalling system as the
present one has not been functioning
properly duetolack of maintenance.

Cashing in on funerals

CITY CORRESPONDENT

Shopping is for you, you are at
the centre of attraction, but
youyourselfare unaware of it.

You are no more. Your
choices do not matter -- they
do not count unless you had
expressed your choices before
youdied.

From elite to proletariat,
one has to face death at one
stage or the other. No-one is
prepared unless s/he has been
suffering with an incurable
disease for long. Death is
unpredictable and definitely
unavoidable.

"I am buying things for my
uncle's funeral. I don't know
who will handle mine. No-one
knows," said Monir Uddin of
Lalbagh who had come to Al-
Bidai Store in the Katabon
market.

"Chiro Bidai Store", "Al-
Bidai", "Bidai Bela", "Akhery
Bidai" are some funeral
parlours, waiting for a chance
to serve people whenever the
opportunityis given to them.

All one needs for a funeral
service is available in the
shops. The shopkeeper is
aware of the items needed and
guides the customer in buying
them. Items like shroud, soap,
soft towel, rose water, aroma
sticks are all found under one
roof.

For a corpse to be taken to a
distance, a further list of items
is required -- a coffin, poly-
thene, ice and tealeaves.

The first funeral service
shop in Dhaka started in 1962

at Naya Bazar in Old Dhaka.
Sadik Mia, owner of Chiro
Bidai Store at Katabon, pio-
neered the business.

"I got myselfinvolved in this
profession not just as a busi-
ness but to help others," Sadik
Mia said. "But now competi-
tion is very sharp. It is tough to
survive. In addition, the
authorities have made it more
difficult by introducing taxes
on this business three years
ago," headded.

Most other owners of the
competing shops are Sadik
Mia's relatives.

The cost of funeral items
cost between Tk 800-Tk 1,800.
The main item is the shroud.
Its cost varies from Tk 600-Tk
1,500, depending on the qual-
ity of the fabric. Shrouds made
of Long Cloth are sold between
Tk 500-Tk 550 and ones made
of Chinese Poplin costs at least
Tk 1,500. The poor usually use
markin cloth, which could be
purchased ata verylow price.

"We keep a marginal profit
for survival," said Anwar
Hussain, manager of Chiro
Bidai Store.

If a body has to be trans-
ported out of the city then a
coffin is necessary. A coffin
usually costs Tk 450. Some
people order special coffins,
which are expensive, here
again depending on the wood
used and would cost between
Tk 2,200 to Tk 3,000 to trans-
portacorpse.

Whatever the outcome, the
dead must be buried and the
business however small, must
goon.

The oldest funeral parlour in the city the Chiro Bidai Store that gave rise to the many
that followed.

Hospitals
Heart

Diseases (NICVD),
- 9130800, 9122560-59

Burn
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
Burn Unit-8626812-6

Cancer

National Cancer Institute-8014914,
8826561-65

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University-8612550-4,
861455-9

Diabetes

Diabetic Research Hospital
(BIRDEM)- 9661551-5,
8616641-50

Mother & Child Care
Shishu Hospital- 9119119,
8116061-62

Azimpur Mother & Child Health

healthouting taxicab&traintming

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday

National Institute of Cardio Vascular

Training Institute- 8624827, 8624980

Eye

Islamia Eye Hospital-9110794,
9119315

National Eye Hospital- 8117202,
8114807

Dental
Dental College -9002035

Orthopaedics
National Orthopaedics (Pangu)
Hospital- 9114075, 9112150

General

Dhaka Medical College Hospital-
8626812-6

Rushmono General Hospital-
8317819

Holy Family Hospital-
83111731-25

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital-
8612550-4, 8614545-9
Bangladesh Medical College &
Hospital- 8115443, 9118202,

Shamarita Hospital- 9131901
Suhrawardy Hospital -- 9130800,
9122560-69

Salimullah Medical Collage

Hospital -- 7310061-4, 7319002-6
Cholera Research Hospital
(ICDDRB)- 8811751-60

Monowra Hospital 8319802, 8318135

Blood Bank

Red Crescent Centre- 9116563
Sandhani (DMCH)- 8624040
Sandhani (SMCH)- 7310061,
7310061,7319022

Dhaka Medical Collage Hospital-
8626812-9

Eye Bank
Sandhani International Eye Bank-
8614040

Ambulances For
Dead Body

Anzuman Mafidul Islam (Kakrail
9336611, Gandaria 7319808,
7318166,

Al-Markajul Islam 9127867,

Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday

Stadium Market-Friday

Bangabazar Market-Friday

National Museum-Thursday

Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday

Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesdeay
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday

Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday

TAXI CAB *—
Yellow Cab Union 8130485 Cab One 7115262-3 Libraries, Cultural and

Palki 0171052500

Cab | 7113282

Jatri 0171540074

Nipun 9572277

R-Cab 8914782

Star Cab 9571919

Shihab 018202477 & 018228675
KGN 8620011

Kool 0171826731

Black Cab

Cab Ex 9358401

Cabline 8321162

JBS Cab 019364575

Sajan 018126036

Anudip -- 8125285 and 8127611

Navana 9558065

Salida 9344477, 0171620881
Cosmo 9112959 and 8127191
Cab One 7113282-3

Nihon 8624741-2

Orion 9347277

Anudip 8125285 and 8127611
Capital 9352847

Subarna Express Leaves Dhaka at 4:30 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10:35 pm

Mahanagar Prabhati Leaves Dhaka at 7-30 am Reaches Chittagong at 1-55 pm
Mahanagar Godhuli Leaves Dhaka at 3-15 pm Reaches Chittagong at 10-55 pm
Turna Leaves Dhaka at 11-00 pm Reaches Chittagong at 6-40 am

Leaves Dhaka at 6-40 am
Leaves Dhaka at 12-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-45 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 7-00 am
Leaves Dhaka at 5-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 8-00 pm
Leaves Dhaka at 9-20 pm

Reaches Sylhet at 2-30 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 9-20 pm
Reaches Sylhet at 6-40 am
Reaches Bahadurabad at 1-05 pm
Reaches Bahadurabad at 11-15
Reaches Noakhali at 5-00 am
Reaches Jagannath at 2-30 pm

Parabat Express
Joyantika Express
Upaban Express
Tista Express
Ekata Express
Upakul Express
Agnibeena Express

Information Centers

Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550
Islamic Foundation- 9550280,
9556407

Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133
Alliance Francaise- 8611557
British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre &
Cultural Library- 8615096

The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412
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