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AFP, Paris

Michel Platini would seem to have
come off the fence over his opinion
of who should take over as France
coach from Jacques Santini, back-
ing his former France teammate
Jean Tigana.

"He could make a very good
France coach," Platini said.

Tigana has previously coached
Monaco and London side Fulham
to great effect.

Platini reserved judgment on
another former international's
candidacy, that of Laurent Blanc.

"I don't know if his qualities
would be sufficient for France,"
said Platini.

Blanc has never coached. A third
candidate, Bruno Metsu the 2002
World Cup coach of Senegal is also

Au revoir the champs
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REUTERS, Lisbon

France's golden age of soccer is
over, perhaps not for good but
certainly fornow.

The 1998 World Cup and 2000
European Championship wins
receded further into the distance
when they lost to a Greek team that
out-fought and out-thought them
in the Euro 2004 quarterfinals on
Friday, shackling two of the world's
top players, Zinedine Zidane and
Thierry Henry, in the process.

For many of the French squad

and Lilian Thuram and goalkeeper
Fabien Barthez are all the wrong
side of 30 and are unlikely to play
for their country again.

The 32-year-old Zidane, World
Player of the Year, is also nearer the
end of his career than the begin-
ning, and while it is dangerous to
write off one of the game's greats,
his poor showing against Greece
was a surprise. Time catches up
with even great players, and Zidane
looked tired.

So did Henry, one of Europe's
most lethal marksmen. A long club
season and an average tournament
appeared to have sapped his
energy.

Henry will certainly enjoy other
good days and will soon be among

member of the first great French
side which won the 1984 European
Championship as the host nation.
Hehasmuchworkto do.

Jacques Santini, who
announced before the tourna-
ment he was quitting to take over
as manager of English premier
league Tottenham Hotspur,
steadied the French ship after it
hit the World Cup rocks under
Roger Lemerre two years ago.

He steered them through their
Euro 2004 qualifying group with
an unblemished record of eight
successive wins and a goal tally of
29-2.

They regained self-esteem
after the World Cup by winning
last year's Confederations Cup

breeze against Croatia in the
opening round at Euro 2004.

France were largely outplayed
in their first match when they
trailed England 1-0 going into
stoppage time. Two goals from
Zidane gave them a memorable
victory but England had the
better of the play for long periods.

Croatia nearly beat France in
the second match before drawing
2-2, while Switzerland held
France before Henry's two late
strikes sealed a 3-1 win.

They fully expected to beat
Greece too, but never played well
apart from a brief spell late in the
match as they became the victims
of the biggest ever upset at the
European Championship.

saidto bein the frame. the 1-0loss, the biggest upsetin the ~ the more senior players in a new — and went for almost a year with- While Greece eye what would
RICARDO THE 44-year history of the competition, ~Frenchsidewhichmustemerge. out conceding a goal in 10 e remarkable place in the final,
LIONHEART will mark the end of their interna- A new crop of players are ready  matches. The defeat by Greece Fprance are heading back to the

The Portuguese press reserved its
highest praise for goalkeeper
Ricardo on Friday following their
defeat of England, who also came
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THE KILLER BLOW: An airborne Greece striker Angelos Charisteas heads in the all-important goal against France in

tional careers, with the average age
of the team that faced Greece over
30.

Marcel Desailly, who has a
French record of 116 caps, is retir-

and waiting, but it will take time for
them to become the kind of out-
standing team France have had for
solong.

France are entering a period of

was their firstin 21 games.

But while the statistics were
impressive, some of the play was
not.

The defence was creaking and

land of the Eiffel Tower.

The French are no longer at
the top looking down on the rest
of the football world, however,
the time for re-building has

infor compliments. their quarterfinal clash at the Jose De Alvalade Stadium in Lisbon on Friday. ing from internationals, while the transition which will start under a  Desailly, once such a corner- come.
"Yes!" screamed the front-page likes of defenders Bixente Lizarazu  new coach, probablyJeanTigana,a stone, shattered like a twig in the
of Diario of Noticias.

"Ricardo the Lionheart caught the
English off guard. He took off his
gloves, saved the last penalty and

Greek tragedy for France

A little bit

The centre of

Croat adventure

scored the winning goal." ° FROM PAGE 13
of chicken sou !
ISTHERE A PILOT ON GEFR they had reached, the 1980 European  playmaker Zinedine Zidane was well p career.
BOARD Championshipand 1994 World Cup. belowhisbest. REUTERS, Alcochete It was a career which earned
»

Denmark have obtained 10,000
extra tickets for their quarterfinal
against the Czech Republic in
Porto on Sunday but can't sell
them in a case of too many planes
and notenough pilots.

DAUM SAYSNOT HIM

Christoph Daum has quashed
suggestions that he is one of the
contenders to succeed Rudi Voller
as coach of the German national
team.

"I am not part of these discus-
sions, there has been no contact
(with the German Football
Federation)."

Ask Eusebio

REUTERS, Lisbon

Portugal great Eusebio had some
advice for his team's goalkeeper
Ricardo before the dramatic Euro
2004 quarterfinal penalty shootout
victory over England on Thursday.

Eusebio, European footballer of
the year in 1965, said he
approached Ricardo before the
shootout, which Portugal won 6-5,
andrepeated a tip passed on to him
by late Soviet Union goalkeeper
LevYashin.

"'Stay still and look at the
player,'" Eusebio said.

"Then I told him, 'You're going
to stop these shots and we're going

towin'.

Danes fear
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says there is a great spirit in the
camp.

"We win or lose as a team," he
said.

"We have some stars but you
might not notice them as they play
for the team. Nobody in this team is
too big not to take care of his team-
mates. You rarely see anyone
strugglingalone forus."

Meanwhile, Denmark coach
Morten Olsen believes his side can
go all the way at Euro 2004 and
emulate the success of the champi-
onship-winning team of 1992.

The Danes won the event for the
first and only time in Sweden 12
years ago.

Denmark failed to qualify for
that year's championships but
were allowed into the tournament
at the last minute in place of Yugo-
slavia, who topped their group.

"Football is all about tradition
and history and the question I am
being asked the mostis 'Canyoudo
itagain?'," said Olsen, a member of
the 1984 Danish team that reached

the semifinals in France.

{ Euro 2004

REUTERS, Lisbon

Greece produced the biggest upset
in European Championship history
when they knocked out holders
Francewitha1-0quarterfinal victory.

Greece, among the rank outsiders
when the tournament started, scored
the only goal after 65 minutes on
Friday when Angelos Haristeas rose
unchallenged to power a header past
French goalkeeper Fabien Barthez
fromsixmetres.

"Twant to congratulate my players
for this unbelievable victory which
was delivered with passion," said
Greece coach Otto Rehhagel.

"They kept with the strategy that
we had agreed and we won this game.
Nowwemustregroup and arelooking
forward to the next game with great
joy."

Greece will face the Czech
Republic or Denmark in the semifi-
nals, while French dreams of becom-
ing the first team to retain the Henri
Delaunay trophyareover.

"It's a really big disappointment,"
said France coach Jacques Santini.
"We weren't thinking clearly towards
theend ofthematch.

"We were just rushing forwards
and that was not the best way to go
aboutit.

Greece's record in major tourna-

ments had previously been poor,
failing to score a goal in the only two

But in two weeks they have beaten
hosts Portugal 2-1 in the opening
match and now knocked out the
holders, a feat never previously
accomplished.

Itwasalso the Greeks' firstwin over
France in seven matches since 1958,
and a timely boost for the nation less
than two months before the start of
the Athens Olympics.

Oddly, though, the match lacked
the passion and drama of Portugal's
penalty shootout win over England
in the first quarterfinal, with the
crowd largely anaesthetised by the
lethargicplay.

France were poorer than Greece
throughout, however, only briefly
comingtolife after fallingbehind.

Even then their play lacked cohe-
sion and focus apart from two late
chances which striker Thierry Henry
failed to take.

Henry, the leading scorer in
England last season and a scourge of
defenders across Europe for five
years, was virtually marked out of the
game by right back Yourkas
Seitaridis, one of the leading players
inthetournament.

His contribution was immense
and the Greek defence was outstand-
ing as they prevented France from
scoring in a European
Championship finals match for the
first time in 10 games since 1996, a
tournamentrecord.

Without the injured Patrick Vieira
in midfield, France lacked their
driving force, and it did not help that

Zidane and Lilian Thuram set a
new record for European
Championship finals appearances
by playing their 14th matches each
since 1996 but Zidane's most notable
contribution was picking up a yellow
card for a clumsy challenge on Greek
defender Traianos Dellas.

Greece had the better of a lack-
lustre first half and went close to the
opening goal after 15 minutes.
Giorgos Karagounis's free kick
reached Costas Katsouranis whose
attempted tap-in from close range
was just blocked by Barthez on the
line with the Greeks already raising
theirarmsto celebrate.

SL in with good

FROM PAGE 13

At the close of the third day, Sri
Lanka were six for one with captain
Mabhela Jayawardena on four and
Tilan Samaraweera the next bats-
manduein.

Sri Lanka are adjusting to
Australian playing conditions
ahead of next Thursday's first Test
against Ricky Ponting's team at
Darwin's Marrara Oval.
BRIEFSCORES

NT CHIEF MINISTER'S XI: 419
(Langer 151, Bowden 75, Treumer
65; Malinga 6-90, Maharoof 2-73,
Chandana 2-118) and 145 for 9
declared (Bowden 28, Williams 23;
Herath 4-45)

SRI LANKA: 378 for 7 declared
(Sangakkara 203 not out,
Jayasuriya 64; Dent 2-51) and 6 for
1.

Portugal coach Luiz Felipe
Scolari has urged the jubilant
Portuguese to keep their feet on
the ground following their dra-
matic quarterfinal win over
England at the European
Championship on Thursday.

Scolari, who won the 2002
World Cup with his native Brazil,
has reached the target he set
before the tournament by taking
the hosts to the last four and is
nowlookingto go all the way.

"We mustn't think we're the
best. We're among the four best,"
he said. "Now the recipe is, as we
say in Brazil, feet on the ground, a
little bit of chicken soup."

Man with Midas
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strategy works to a tee -- as France
have found out to their complacent
cost.

Asked what France had done
wrong Rehhagel was adamant.

"How well you play depends on
how well your opponents let you
play.

"We did not let France play
today."

attraction

REUTERS, London

Russian teenager Maria Sharapova
wowed Wimbledon's Centre Court
for the first time on Friday.

The 17-year-old Siberian
reached the fourth round on her
Wimbledon debut last year but
Friday's 6-3, 6-1 third round win
over Slovak Daniela Hantuchova
was her first taste of playing in
tennis's mostfamous arena.

The 13th seed greeted her vic-
tory with a siren scream of delight
and she explained afterwards: "I
was happy, it was my first time on
Centre Court, a great feeling. I'm
playing well. There were (just) a lot
ofemotions out there at theend.

"I was enjoying every moment.
Not every teenager gets to experi-
ence such a moment in their lives.
To actually be playing at
Wimbledon, it's amazing.

"The stadium doesn't look big,
but it kind of surrounds you, and
makes you feel like the crowd is
really into the match. That's what
makes the stadium so great."

Hantuchova could not cope
with Sharapova's firepower.

The statuesque Russian, who
won the pre-Wimbledon
grasscourt tournament in
Birmingham, plays American Amy
Frazier for aplacein thelasteight.

The Florida-based Russian is a
big threat in the bottom half of the
draw now that compatriot and
French open champion Anastasia
Myskina, beaten by Frazier on
Friday, is out.

Sharapova's glamorous looks
keep the photographers busy and
she also displays a steely resolve,
evidenced on court by her habit of
slapping her thigh angrily to gee
herselfup between points.

"I'm feeling very confident. I've
been playing very well," she said.

"Today my game was just on. I
served very well. She served great
too today but I just, like a snake,
tried to find myway in there.

"I am a tough girl. I don't like to
give my opponents any chance. I
just fight for every ball ... and it
shows.

"I know that I want to win this
tournament and if I don't do it this
yearI'm goingtodoitthisyear."

him almost 20 million dollars, 600
senior match victories and
countless fans worldwide.

The pinnacle came in 2001.
Three times a losing finalist at
Wimbledon in the 1990s -- to
Andre Agassi in 1992 and Pete
Sampras in 1994 and 1998 --
Ivanisevic had thought his
chancehad gone.

He turned up on the opening
Monday of the 2001 tournament
not on the strength of his once-
formidable serve but by virtue of
abeggingletter.

A fortnight later the wildest of
wildcards lay face down, trem-
bling on the sport's most famous
turf, sobbing and blinking
through tears after a magical run
had seen him turn that wildcard
invitation into life membership
ofthe pantheon of champions.

That magical fortnight exem-
plified the special love affair
Ivanisevic had with the most
prestigious tournament of all.

It was fitting his career should
end on Centre Court and he
struggled with injuries for two
years to ensure it did.

"Was worth it, these two years
of the therapy and struggling, to
come back here and to finish my
career in Wimbledon," he said.

Zidane,
Thuram's
'unlucky'
14th

REUTERS, Lisbon

France's Zinedine Zidane and
Lilian Thuram set a new record for
European Championshi[p appear-
ances when they started the
quarterfinal against Greece on
Friday.

Midfielder Zidane and defender
Thuram were playing their 14th
European Championship finals
match, beating the record they had
heldjointly with seven players.

Frenchmen Didier Deschamps
and Laurent Blanc, Germans
Juergen Klinsmann and Thomas
Haessler, Dutchman Dennis
Bergkamp, Italian Paolo Maldini
and Denmark's Peter Schmeichel
all played 13 matches in the tour-
nament.

Nothing wrong
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ability and very gifted players,"
Scolarinoted.

Asked if he had a slight preference
Scolari smiled impishly and noted that
"I know Figo has a Swedish wife (Helen
Svedin)."

Portuguese reporters have been
keen to prise any information they can
from Scolari on his long-term future
butheinsistshewillnotdeal withit.

"The England win gave us confi-
dence. My first goal was to get through
the first phase and the second to go
further. I like Portugal, my family likes
Portugal. But we are playing the Euro,
so I won't discuss my future while the
eventison."

Team doctor Enrique Jones
meanwhile said Portugal were
hoping that defender Jorge Andrade
and striker Nuno Gomes would
recover from ankle strains in time
for the semifinal.

"They are undergoing specific
treatment and will not train today.
But they should be back for the next
game," hesaid.

'Pichchi' Hannan
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dragnetin Uttara.

Debashish was captured unhurt,
a Rab official said, but doctors at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) said they found him dead
onarrivalat11:50pm.

A Daily Star correspondent found
his hands and legs broken at joints,
but no fatal injury to his head that a
Rab officer claimed he suffered in
scufflesafterarrest.

Major Hafizul Islam Khan
claimed Debashish sustained head
injury in a police van on way to the
eliteforce'sheadquarters.

"When we found him sick at Rab
office ataround 10:30pm, our doctor
referred him to the DMCH," he
stressed, adding autopsy report will
reveal the cause ofhisdeath.

Shaheb was admitted to the
Orthopaedic Hospital at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagarwith hishands andlegs
broken.

Hannan, who was dubbed by
police as a byword for crimes and
atrocitiesand carried abounty of Tk 1
lakh on his head, took admission to
Insaf General Hospital near Sreepur
Bus Stand after Friday's firefight that
gave him bullet wounds to his abdo-

Acting on a tip-off, a 12-member
team of Rab-1 raided the hospital to
arrest Hannan, who was dodging
arrestfortwoandahalfyears.

"Suffering injury in Friday's
shootout, I went to Savar and my
accomplice Helal kept me atahouse.
The next day Helal's brother admit-
ted me to the hospital where doctors
operated upon me," Hannan told
reporters lying on the floor at Rab
office.

"The 12-member team led by
Captain Alamgir barged into the first
floor hospital cabin where Hannan
was undergoing treatment on a bed
with his bodyguard Shaheb Ali on
another with bullet injury to his
waist," said Lieutenant Colonel Bari,
Commanding Officer (CO) of Rab
Battalion 1.

Debashish was on guard at the
cabindoor.

When the Rab team, with six
members undercover, challenged
him, Hannan tried to hide his iden-
tity, saying he was a resident of Savar
and suffered woundsina car crash.

"As we asked him whether he
suffered a bullet wound, Hannan
offered Tk 201akh in bribes and asked
for his cellphone, one of the two we

cash," the COsaid.

"Wedemanded Tkone croreinan
attempt to establish his identity and
he instantly agreed to seal the deal at
Tk 50 lakh. We took no time to arrest
him."

After the arrests, the raiding team
started for Dhaka and a strong 40-
memebr team from the headquar-
ters advanced towards Savar to
reinforce security cover.

The teams met on the Ashulia
Road and jointly escorted the
arrestees to the capital.

Hannan said he returned home
from India six months ago and was
ontheruninDhaka.

DuringhisstayinIndia, hesaid he
met two other top listed criminals --
Kala Jahangir and Subrata Bain -- in
Murshidabad.

Son of Wazi Ullah of Santoshpur
village of Faridganj Upazila in
Chandpur, Hannan stands accused
in as many as 23 cases filed with
Tejgaon, Mirpur, Uttara and
Mohammadpur police stations,
police said quoting primary statistics
immediatelyafter hisarrest.

Early Friday, a 40-member team
of the elite anti-crime unit hemmed

Newaz Avenue in Uttara Sector 11 at
around 12:30am on information that
Hannan and four other top criminals
were holdingasecretmeeting there.

As they knocked on the door, the
criminals opened it and shot at the
law enforcers at the first sight, send-
ing the members of the elite
anticrime force to duck for shelter.
The criminals engaged in a fierce
firefight and traded at least 150 shots
with the Rab team before dashing
intoa car parked in front of the house
and speeding away, leaving two law
enforcers and one criminal
wounded.

Hannan took bullets in the abdo-
men and had been at different clinics
inthe city, butstayed atnone of them
overnight fearing arrest. Rab also
yesterday raided his house at
Kanthalbagan apart from looking for
himin Uttarasince theincident.

Intelligence sources said Hannan
and top four criminals were holding
the meeting on Thursday night to
plot the killing of a former lawmaker
whoresigned afewmonthsback.

A Dhaka court handed down life
term to Hannan in Advocate
Habibur Rahman Mondol murder
case.

him for hislink to the killing of Dhaka
City Corporation Commissioner
Shahdat Hossain Sikder in Uttara on
September29lastyear.

The notorious criminal has his
operatives working across the capital
with strongholds in Tejgaon,
Shyampur and Dhanmondi.

Uttara police yesterdayfiled three
cases against Hannan and eight
others, one for assault on police, one
for possession of illegal arms and the
other for possessing banned drugs,
on the basis of early Friday's gunfight
and the seizure from the place of
occurrence.

The other accused are Babul Mia,
Mustafizur Rahman, Rafiqul Islam,
Tuku, Motaleb, Nurul Huda Shakil,
Nitel, Saheb Aliand Ali.

Police produced Babul Mia,
Mustafiz, Rafig, Tuku and Motaleb,
who were arrested during Friday's
gunfight, to the Court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka.

The court sent them to Dhaka
Central]Jail.

Nurul Huda Shakil, who was also
arrested during the gunfight, is now
undergoing treatmentatacity hospi-
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36 Prompt A0 BDOEENEEE 52 Arbiter The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for payable by those who maintain Mahbub Uddin Ahmed (Tk by top 10 of the 100 doctors: Incomes and taxes paid in 2003-04  Lenco Ltd (Tk 105,000) Tk 39,375;
37 Collapse [mivi~BRENTT jg ®hie| 53 Arbiter another. If you think that X equals O, It wil equal O throughoutthe | hjgh living standards. But, unfor-  1,907,631) Tk 250,000; Barrister Dr M Nabi Alam Khan (income by the top five of the 100 engineers  zack Style (Tk 66,000) Tk 24,750;
39 Example [s[olcMs[vinelEv)alalo] 54 Father's puzzle. Sér:gle 'eu’ﬁ'c’; short w°|’d5 aTduwords using an apostrophe | tynately they [the taxmen] do not Rokanuddin Mahmud (Tk Tk 2,371,081) paid tax 41,504; Dr  andarchitects: Multicimi International (Tk
41 Untethers Day gilt give you clues lo localing vowels. Solution is by irial and error. play their roles properly." 1,584,427) Tk 281,733; Attorney Pran Gopal Dutt (income Tk Shahidullah & Associates 50,000) Tk 18,750.
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