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Film show
Bishwasahitya Kendra will screen a film 
titled 'Matador' directed by Pedro  
Almodovar. Venue: Bishwasahitya 
Kendra auditorium, Bangla Motor. Time: 
5.00pm.

Academy Film show 
The Academy Film Society will screen 
three American films titled 'The Lion 
King', 'Ordinary People' and '50 First 
Dates'. Venue: Society auditorium, 21/C 
Jigatola. Time: 10.30am, 3.30pm and 
6.30pm.  

Muldhara film show
Muldhara International Centre will 
screen two films titled 'Kahonaa Pyaar 
Hai' and 'Gladiator'. Venue: House-15, 
Road-7, Dhanmondi. Time: 3.30pm and 
6.30pm.

Drama
Palakar will stage a drama titled 'Project 
Hundred Plus'. Venue: Palakar Studio, 
46 Dilu Road. Time: 11.00am and 
7.00pm.

ALO concert
ALO, a social organisation on 
prevention of drug abuse, organises a 
concert on the occasion of International 
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking. Venue: BIAM Auditorium, 
New Eskaton. Time: 7.00pm.  

Award giving ceremony
The distribution ceremony of Abul 
Kashem Dulal Smriti Padak-2004, 
organised by Dhaka Padatik, will be 
held. Venue: Mohila Samity Auditorium, 
New Bailey Road. Time: 5.30pm.

WFWP programme
Women's Federation for World Peace, 
Bangladesh organises a discussion on 
'Towards the peaceful century: Era of 
women' with Women and Children 
Affairs Minister Begum Khurshid Jahan 
Haq as chief guest. Venue: Hotel 
Sheraton. Time: 10.00am. 

Launching ceremony
The launching ceremony of 'UK-
Bangladesh Development Initiative' will 
be held with Finance and Planning 
Minister M Saifur Rahman as chief 
guest. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel Time: 
7.00pm.

Discussion
Bangabandhu Shishu Kalyan Kendra 

organises a discussion on 'Rehabi-
litation project for poor and destitute 
children'. Venue: Institution of 
Engineers, Bangladesh. Time: 4.00pm. 

Spectra's festival
The opening ceremony of Spectra's 
monsoon wedding festival will be held. 
Venue: Spectra Convention Centre, 
Gulshan-1. Time: 3.00pm.

Certificate giving 
ceremony
The certificate giving ceremony of 
Bhuiyan Computer will be held with 
State Minister for Education ANM 
Ehsanul Haq Milon as chief guest. 
Venue: TSC Cafeteria of Dhaka 
University. Time: 4.30pm.

Debate workshop
Bangladesh Debate Federation 
organises a national workshop for the 
p romot ion  o f  deba te .  Venue :  
Viqarunnisa Noon School and College 
Auditorium. Time: 9.30am.

Dutch-Bangla-
Scholarship
The scholarship awarding ceremony of 
Dutch-Bangla Bank Foundation will be 
held with Finance and Planning Minister 
M Saifur Rahman as chief guest. Venue: 
Osmani Memorial Auditorium. Time: 
11.00am.

IFB discussion
Islamic Foundation, Bangladesh (IFB) 
will hold a discussion on 'Islam in 
solving drug addiction' with State 
Minister for Religious Affairs Mosharraf 
Hossain Shahjahan as chief guest. 
Venue: Imam Training Academy, Uttara. 
Time: 2.30pm.

ASK discussion
Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) organises a 
d i s c u s s i o n  o n  ' P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
counseling and its need in Asian 
countries including Bangladesh'. 
Venue: Bangladesh Institute of 
Management, Sobhanbagh. Time: 
10.00am. 

Academy Film show 
The Academy Film Society will screen 
an American film titled 'The Man Without 
a Face'. Venue: Society auditorium, 
21/C Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.  
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Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over Dhaka, Chittagong and 
Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Rajshahi, Khulna and 
Barisal divisions with moderately heavy falls at places over 
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions till 6.00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-
try, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 36.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday 
at Satkhira and the lowest 22.4 degree Celsius at Dhaka.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:50pm today and rises at 5:13am 
tomorrow.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

  in Celsius percentage

 Max Min Morning Evening 

 Dhaka  30.6       22.4           96         79

Chittagong        29.4       28.5           88         80

Rajshahi          33.2       24.2           86         84

Khulna            33.8       28.8           82         84

Barisal           29.2       26.5           88         79    

Sylhet            27.8       22.6           95         84

Cox's Bazar  30.5       28.5           89         96 

UNB,  Dhaka

No change in temperature likely

UNB, Dhaka

Water Resources Minister Hafiz 
Uddin Ahmed yesterday said a 
coordinated master plan would 
be formulated for overall devel-
o p m e n t  o f  t h e  h a o r s  a n d  
wetlands.

"A sustainable development 
programme will be undertaken 

through a coordinated manage-
ment for socio-economic devel-
opment of the people living in 
haor areas," he said.

He was addressing the first 
executive committee meeting of 
Bangladesh Haor and Wetland 
Development Board.

The meeting was told that the 
head office of the Haor and 

Wetland Development Board 
would be set up in Dhaka while 
two of its regional offices in 
Sunamganj and Kishoreganj 
districts.

State  Minister  for  Water  
Resources Goutam Chakrabarty, 
Cabinet Secretary Dr Sadat 
Hussain and Water Resources 
Secretary Ayub Quadri were pres-
ent at the meeting.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday 
called on the government to safe-
guard the rights of the children in 
l i n e  w i t h  t h e  C h i l d  R i g h t s  
Convention of the United Nations.

They also suggested enacting 
laws allowing for some risk-free 
work for the children and banning 
hazardous jobs for them.

Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust (BLAST) and 
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum 
(BSAF) jointly organised the semi-
nar, 'Child rights related laws and 
policy-making affairs issue', at the 
Cirdap auditorium in the city.

Justice AKM Sadeque was pres-
ent as chief guest while Justice 
N o y e m u d d i n  A h m e d ,  v i c e -
president of BLAST, presided over 
the seminar.

The Child Rights Convention 
says a child means every human 
being below the age of 18, but 
different laws in the country are 
not consistent with the conven-
tion, the speakers pointed out.

They said the government 
should play a more active role in 
ensuring birth registration for all to 
determine a child's age.

Justice Sadeque said every 
child, whatever their background, 
has to be granted equal rights as a 
child.

He said it is the responsibility of 
the state, family and the society to 
ensure the basic rights, including 
food, health and education, of the 
children.

Justice Sadeque also called for 
taking proper measures to stop 
trafficking in children and women.

Laws alone cannot help check it, 
he said, adding that regional 
coopeartion is a must for curbing 
the menace.     

S M Shawkat Ali, additional 
d i r e c t o r ,  W o m e n  A f f a i r s  
Directorate, said the government 
has a plan to set up a separate 
department for children.

Muhammad Aszar Ali, director 
of BSAF, and Fazlul Haq, executive 
director of BLAST, also spoke.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

An eight-hour hartal protesting 
Monday's bomb blast at an Awami 
League rally passed off peacefully 
in all four districts under Sylhet 
division yesterday.

The Awami League called the 
hartal as part of its three-day agita-
tion programme to protest the 
bomb attack on a rally in Derai that 
left one person killed.

Meanwhile, police arrested two 
persons, Anwar Hossain, 20, and 
Shamsul Haque, 40, from their 
shop selling firecrackers at Derai 
bazaar for their alleged involve-
ment in Monday's blast. 

The two were produced before a 
magistrate's court yesterday after-
noon, with a prayer for five-day 
remand. 

On Wednesday, police interro-
gated two more people -- Abdul 
Bari, 60, and Salekul, a vegetable 
vendor, who were injured in the 

Dhaka City Shop Owners' Association forms a human chain in Motijheel yesterday to press home its demand. 
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Death anniversary
Today is the 
second death 
anniversary of 
Abdul Wahab 
Bhuiyan will be 
o b s e r v e d  
today, says a 
press release.

O n  t h e  
o c c a s i o n ,  

Qurankhwani and milad mahfil 
will be arranged at his village home 
at Dhonashi in Nabinagar upazila 
under Brahmanbaria district.

Riaz Uddin Ahmed
C h e h l u m  o f  

R i a z  U d d i n  

Ahmed (Arif), 

regional sales 

m a n a g e r  o f  

N e s t l e  

Bangladesh Ltd, 

will be held at 

T&T Colony Ladies Club in the city 

after Asr prayers today, says a press 

release.

Riaz died on May 13 at the age of 

36.

Chehlum
Chehlum of Afzal-uz- Zaman 
Khan, father of  Bangladesh 
Football Federation Executive 
Committee member Azfer-uz-
Zaman Sohrab, will be held on the 
Sirajuddin Govt Primary School 
premises at the Khajedewan 
Second Lane in the city after Juma 
prayers today, says a press release.

 Afzal-uz- Zaman died of old age 
complications at his residence on 
May 25.

Relatives and admirers have 
been requested to attend the 
chehlum. 3 killed in city 

road accidents 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Three people were killed in three 
separate road accidents in the 
capital yesterday.

An unidentified man, 35, clad in 
black trouser and brown T-shirt, 
died when a speeding truck hit him 
while he was crossing the road in 
front of the prime minister's office 
in the early hours. 

Police could neither arrest the 
driver nor seize the vehicle. 

In another incident, Emarul 
Islam, 27, a CNG-run three-
wheeler driver, lost control and 
crashed into a road island at Nodda 
in Gulshan at 10:00am. 

Critically injured Islam was 
rushed to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital (DMCH) where he died at 
3:00pm.  

A rickshawpuller, aged around 
40, died when a truck ran over him 
at Azampur in Uttara at 3:00pm. 

Police sent the body, clad in 
white lungi and gray shirt, to DMC 
morgue for autopsy. They could 
not seize the truck. 

Ban hazardous jobs 
for children
Speakers urge govt at seminar

BSS, Dhaka

Information Minister M Shamsul 
Islam yesterday directed the offi-
cials concerned to keep a light rein 
on obscenity in the films through a 
stricter enforcement of laws.

"Obscene film makers includ-
ing  actors and actresses, camera-
men, producers, directors, distrib-
utors, exhibitors and owners of the 
cinema halls will be brought to 
book to save the younger genera-
tion from the curse of a serious 
moral disaster," he said.

He said this at an inter-
ministerial meeting on stopping 
obscenity in films at the ministry.

 The meeting decided that an 
inter-ministerial committee will 
monitor obscenity in movies and 
find out effective ways to resist 
menace.

 The meeting directed the 
Censor Board officials in the capi-
tal and the task forces headed by 
the deputy commissioner at the 
district level to strengthen their 
drive against dirty films and post-

ers.

 Shamsul Islam directed the 
officials to enforce the laws strictly 
and suggested them to update the 
laws to face the new challenges 
thrown by obscene movies in 
society.

Describing obscenity as a crime 
like drug abuse and terrorism, he 
said it should be stopped at any 
cost otherwise our future genera-
tion will be ruined.

 The meeting discussed the 
entire gamut of obscenity particu-
larly in dirty films, posters, videos, 
CDs, nude books and urged the 
social forces to help the govern-
ment stop this public nuisance.

 State Minister for Home Affairs 
Lutfozzaman Babar, Information 
Secretary AMM Nasiruddin,  
Secretary to the Prime Minister's 
office Khandker Shahidul Islam,  
C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  S e c r e t a r y  
Modabber Hossain Chowdhury,  
Inspector General of Police 
Shahudul Haque, Censor Board 
Secretary Sarwar Alam,  and high 
officials of different agencies 

attended the meeting.

Shamsul Islam also urged the 
film directors to play an effective 
role in stopping obscenity in the 
films when a delegation of Film 
Directors Association called on 
him. 

The Association demanded of 
the government to stop screening 
of obscene films through cable 
networks, arrest video piracy and 
ban importing Hong Kong based 
dirty movies.

They suggested sending the 
movies to the preview committee 
at first for recommendation and 
then to produce them before the 
Censor Board. Film directors also 
reiterated their demand for reor-
ganising the  Censor Board.

President of Film Directors 
Association Chashi Nazrul Islam, 
S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  S o h a n u r  
Rahman Sohan, Amzad Hossain, 
Kazi Hayat, Shibli  Sadeq, Azizur 
Rahman, Noor Hossain Balai, 
Nazmul Huda Mintoo, Anjan 
Sarkar and Arif Al Ashraf attended 
the meeting.

INFORMATION MINISTER'S DIRECTIVE

Enforce law strictly to check 

obscenity in films

S'pore agrees 

to train Rab

UNB, Dhaka

Singapore, an Asian economic tiger 
having reputation for strict law 
enforcement, yesterday agreed to 
arrange in that country training for 
Bangladeshi police and Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) to enable 
them to fight serious crimes. 

A proposal for the training came 
from the Bangladesh side at a 
m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  v i s i t i n g  
Singaporean Home Minister Wong 
Kan Seng and State Minister for 
Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar 
at the latter's office. 

At the meeting, the two minis-
ters agreed to widen cooperation in 
curbing the growing menace of 
terrorism. 

They stressed holding secre-
tary-level meeting in both the 
countries, exchange of visit of 
police and Rab, and prevention of 
woman and child trafficking. 

The meeting also stressed the 
need for introducing "Container 
Scanning System" for preventing 
smuggling, particularly illegal arms 
and drugs trade.

Wong Kan Seng agreed to relax 
t h e  v i s a  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  
Bangladeshis who go to Singapore 
for treatment, tour or for any other 
purpose, officials said. 

Master plan for dev of haors, 

wetlands to be formulated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT  

The Federation of NGOs in 
Bangladesh (FNB), an apex body of 
the non-governmental organisa-
tions, yesterday called on all con-
cerned to cooperate in safeguard-
ing the development activities of 
the Proshika and protecting the 
interests of its employees.

The call came from a meeting of 
the FNB national executive board 
that discussed the recent develop-
ments concerning the Proshika on 
Wednesday.

"FNB believes that unlike politi-
cal parties or leaders, there is no 
scope for NGOs or NGO leaders to 
launch a movement against any 
elected government," it said in a 
statement.

"Every NGO should have finan-
cial transparency and accountabil-
ity," the statement added.

Speakers at the meeting said 
any legal process against any per-
son or organisation must be done 
with full transparency, fairness and 

objectivity.

The government recently 
brought sedition charge against 
Proshika chief Qazi Faruque 
Ahmed, who is now in jail, and six 
of his subordinates. 

The case was lodged on Sunday 
with the chief metropolitan magis-
trate's (CMM) court of Dhaka 
accuses the officials of Proshika of 
plotting to overthrow the govern-
ment. 

Six other accused are Proshika 
Director Sahnewaz and deputy 
directors Sirajul Islam, Mahbub 
Alam, Fazlul Huq, Sirajul Huq and 
Abdur Rab. 

Qazi Faruque was arrested on 
May 21 in connection with cases of 
fund embezzlement and fraud 
lodged with Pallabi police. 

The Bureau of Anti-Corruption 
(Bac) has also filed 15 cases against 
him and some of his colleagues 
recently. The Bac showed Qazi 
Faruque arrested in two more 
cases.

FNB for safeguarding 
activities of Proshika

Five policemen 
suspended for 
assaulting 

journos
BSS, Satkhira 

Five jail policemen have been 
withdrawn and suspended for 
torturing two journalists in 
Satkhira jail office, Sardar Abdus 
Salam, DIG (Prisons), Jessore, said 
here yesterday.

The policemen are Havildar 
S h a f i u l  A l a m ,  c o n s t a b l e s  
Salahuddin, Badsha Mia, Jahandar 
Hossain, and Shamim Imran.

Talking to newsmen during a 
visit to the jail, the DIG said a pro-
cess is underway to take depart-
mental action against Jailer 
Shamsul Alam and Deputy Jailer 
Masud Parvez

T w o  S a t k h i r a  j o u r n a l i s t s  
Muzaffar Rahman and Monirul 
Islam Moniwere tortured in 
Satkhira jail office on June 22.

They filed a case against the 
jailer, deputy jailer and the five 
policemen with Satkhira Sadar 
Police Stationin.

Besides, five convicts, also 
involved in torturing the journal-
ists, were also included in the list 
of the accused. The DIG  (prisons), 
however, made an order to trans-
fer them to other jail.

Meanwhile, journalists of 
Satkhira have submitted a memo-
randum to the home minister and 
the IGP (Prisons) to take necessary 
act ion against  the  persons 
involved.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Non-fertiliser agri-inputs are 
getting poor amount from total 
agri-subsidy of the government. 

The agriculture ministry was 
given only about Tk 31 crore out of 
total Tk 300 crore in current fiscal 
year. 

The grater share of the subsidy 
was allocated for the industry 
ministry to provide fertiliser, 
officials of the agriculture minis-
try disclosed this at a parliamen-
tary standing committee meeting 
yesterday.

Members of the parliamentary 
standing committee on agricul-

ture ministry expressed their 
apprehension that the bigger 
amount of the subsidy proposed 
for next fiscal will also be spent for 
fertiliser depriving other agri-
inputs like seeds, diesel and elec-
tricity.

The government has proposed 
Tk 600 crore for agri-subsidy for 
2004-05 fiscal year.

Agriculture Minister MK Anwar 
along with other committee mem-
bers termed the proposed subsidy 
as insufficient.  

O p p o s i t i o n  J a t i y a  P a r t y  
( E r s h a d )  l a w m a k e r  G o l a m  
Mohammad Quader expressed his 
doubt over the fair distribution of 

proposed subsidy.

"The agriculture ministry 
demanded Tk 1,200 crore for 
fertiliser subsidy alone. But the 
government has proposed only Tk 
600 crore. It will not be possible to 
meet the fertiliser demand of the 
farmers as the price is getting 
high," Quader told The Daily Star 
after the meeting.

The parliamentary body, how-
ever, asked the ministry to keep the 
distribution process of fertiliser 
transparent. 

Committee Chairman Abdul 
Mannan presided over the meeting 
held at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

SUBSIDY IN AGRICULTURE

Non-fertiliser agri-inputs 
get poor amount 

AL observes hartal 
in Sylhet 

blast -- after their release from 
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical 
College Hospital.

During the hartal hours, com-
mercial establishments remained 
closed and bus and minibuses 
were off the roads.

However, rickshaws and other 
modes of vehicles plied in most of 
t h e  a r e a s  i n  S y l h e t  a n d  
Moulvibazar. 

Hartal was partially observed in 
Moulvibazar and Habiganj with 
lesser number of vehicles in the 
streets. 

In Sylhet, the demonstrators 
held a brief rally in front of 
Modhuban market as police did 
not allow them to hold their sched-
uled rally in court point area. 

Mayor and city AL President 
Badar Uddin Kamran, General 
Secretary Misbahuddin Siraj and 
district Secretary Iftekhar Hossain 
Shamim spoke at the rally presided 
over by district president ANM 
Shafique.

They blamed the religious 
fanatics for the bomb attack.

BNP harbouring

criminals: Saber 
DU CORRESPONDENT

Awami League leader Saber 
Hossain Chowdhury yesterday 
expressed deep concern over the 
alarming rise in crimes and blamed 
the ruling BNP for harbouring 
criminals.

The law and order situation has 
worsened to such an extent that it 
seems there is no government in 
the country, said Saber, organising 
secretary of the party, in a state-
ment.

He alleged that a younger 
brother of a minister and other 
BNP leaders pressured police to 
free the abductors who kidnapped 
a businessman after they arrested 
three abductors and rescued the 
businessman on June 23.

The BNP leaders also forced the 
police not to file any case against 
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) 
cadres and drove out the officials of 
public relations department of 
police when they went to the thana 
to take snaps of the criminals, 
Saber added.
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