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Double blow to
blood cancer
atients

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN

Alauddin, a 17-year-old school-
boy from Chandpur, is suffering
from acute lymphoblastic leuke-
mia or blood cancer and his best
hope for survival is a bone mar-
rowtransplant.

Unfortunately, that facility is
still unavailable in the country
and the majority of the patients
cannot afford to go abroad for
the transplantation. Uncon-
firmed figures put the number of
blood cancer patients like
Alauddin to around 200,000 a
year, mostly children.

Alauddin came to the capital
in the hope of a proper diagnosis
and treatment. He had been
given chemotherapy but could
not continue with the expensive
process.

The associated medicines
alone would have cost him
around Tk one lakh for two years
something which was impossi-
ble for his family to bear. Price of
one of the vital drugs
merkaptopurine suddenly shot
from Tk. 300 to 1200 and
Alauddin had no other option
but to discontinue.

Besides, chemotherapy can
only suppress the cancer. That is
why the transplant is vital for

patients.

"Bone marrow transplant
sustains the blood formation
mechanism of the body for
patients suffering from leukemia
or blood cancer," said Dr. Minhaj
Rahman Chowdhury, assistant
professor of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU) hospital and one of the
doctorstreating Alauddin.

Alauddin is admitted in the
medicine ward of the BSMMU
which offers free seats to patients
who can not afford the bed-fee.
Heis currently under the supervi-
sion of Dr. FerdousiAraJ.Janan, a
professor of medicine.

Dr. Imran, who attends to the

teenager informed that leukemia
isatype of cancer mostly found in

the very young and about five in
one lakh children in Bangladesh
suffer from it. "But 80 percent of
the patients get cured with proper
treatment and medication," said
Dr.Imran.

However, in Alauddin's case
the cancer has repulsed as he did
not carry on with the maintenance
treatment following the first che-
motherapy. "A bone marrow trans-
plant centre in our country is abso-
lutely essential to save the lives of
patients like Alauddin," added Dr.
Imran.

Now Alauddin has to go
through more aggressive and
expensive chemotherapy that
would cost approximately Tk 2
lakh.

"The drugs are more toxic and
we are not hundred percent
certain about the recovery of the
patient through the second
chemo," said Dr. Minhaj.

If he wants a bone marrow
transplant, going to India is the
only realistic option for Alauddin
but the operation would take a
staggering Tk. 25 to 30 lakh,
informed his doctors.

Alauddin's parents and well-
wishers, unable to bear the medi-
cal expences, now appeal for
financial help. However, his
condition is deteriorating very
fast.

DUTP gets more time

Rickshaw-free roads uncertain

SULTANA RAHMAN

The World Bank has extended the pro-
ject duration of Dhaka Urban Transport
Project (DUTP) up to December this year
taking into consideration some incom-
plete developmentwork.

The five-year project was taken under
the Dhaka Transport Coordination
Board (DTCB) in 1999 with the aim to
ease the ever-increasing traffic conges-
tion of the city.

World Bank's country director Chris-
tine I Wallich approved the project
extension onJune 15. The original length
of DUTP is supposed to end in July but a
good number of sub-component pro-
jects are unfinished. These include three
bus terminals, the Mohakhali flyover,
development of certain intersections, six
foot over bridges, pavements and con-
struction of roads.

"Hopefully we will be able to give the
finishing touches to all the incomplete
projects by December," said Helaluddin
Nagari, advisor for institutional support
andlinkage of DTCB.

The revised project cost is estimated
at Tk 827 crore. Of it the WB will provide
Tk 608 crore in loan while the Bangla-
desh government's contribution is Tk
219 crore. Nearly Tk 486 crore of the total
expenditure had been spent until the
current month, according to DUTP
sources.

"The money still unused will be
needed to pay due bills to the contrac-
tors. After that a small amount might
remain unspent," Helaluddin said.

The WB has also extended the dura-
tion of the Strategic Transport Plan
(STP), a component of DUTP until
March 2005. STP was taken recently to
design the city's traffic and transport
system with an eye to the next 20 years.
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Installation of traffic signal posts in Gulshan and major junctions is likely to ease traffic jams.

The plan is expected to provide solution
to congestion and would chalk out mea-
sures to ensure sustainable traffic flow
and proper public transportation.

An American company Louias Perger
in cooperation with Bangladesh Consul-
tant Limited is conducting the extensive
study at a cost of Tk 10 crore. The World
Bank will fund the eight-month survey.
The survey team will come up with a set
ofrecommendations.

"After the completion of the STP,
further plans will be taken based on the
recommendations," Helaluddin said.

Meanwhile, the decision to make

rickshaws off-limits on the major thor-
oughfares of Dhaka has hit a deadlock
while the DUTP is coming to an end. The
stretches of roads to see rickshaw-bans
were Kalabagan crossing to Azimpur via
New Market and Science Laboratory to
College Road (next to Bangabazar) via
Shahbag and Press Club. These roads
were supposed to be rickshaw-free from
February25.

"That decision could not be imple-
mented as the policy makers feared it
could be used as a political tool," said a
DUTP official who preferred to remain
anonymous.

"The Prime Minister's office and the
mayor of Dhaka put pressure on the
DUTP to withdraw the directive and
suggested implementing the decision
slowly even after the DUTP had
launched a huge campaign to create
public opinion in favour of the deci-
sion," another DUTP member seeking
anonymity, said.

The DUTP had also planned to make
three more major roads Progati Sarani
to Mouchak, Bangla Motor to Mouchak
and Rokeya Sarani to Farmgate rick-
shaw-free by 2005 but that too has now
become uncertain.

DCC struggles with

garbage logistics

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCQ) is struggling to maintain the
flow of its garbage collection and

dumping because of a serious lack
of conservancy equipment.

The DCC has 370 trucks and
container carriers, an insufficient
number for waste management
considering the size of the city.
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Conservancy trucks awaiting repair at the DCC workshop.

Worse still, 40 percent of those
vehicles are found at repair shops
atmost times, claimed sources.

Only about 222 to 230 conser-
vancy and container trucks are
available for operation at a time,
which is grossly insufficient for
collection of waste from about
4,920 collection points in the city,
informed an official of the DCC
requesting anonymity.

DCC's chief engineer mechani-
cal engineering division 1 Abdus
Sattar however denied the claim.
In his estimate, around 15 percent
of the vehicles were in workshops,
which was "verynormal."

Chief conservancy officer Sohel
Farugee acknowledged that they
were unable to make full use of the
available logistics at the same time
due to some unavoidable techni-
cal problems but said that his
department was looking at differ-
fznt initiatives to solve the prob-
em.

"We are decreasing the number
of dustbins and containers as well
as collection points in the city by
increasing the capacity of contain-

ers. We hope we will be able to
operate more swiftly this way,"
said Faruqee.

The DCC had spent Tk 9.75
crore, out of the sanctioned Tk 10
crore in a project for repair, main-
tenance and improvement of
equipment over the last three
fiscal years. But there has been no
visible progress to the garbage
scenario.

Apart from that special alloca-
tion, the mechanical engineering
division-1 spent Tk 1.2 crore 1999-
2000, Tk 2.7 crore in 2000-2001,
and Tk 1.3 crore in 2001-2002, on
repair and maintenance.

The mechanical engineering
division-2 is responsible for solid
waste management equipment,
such as bulldozers, excavators etc
which disposes off the garbage at
dumping grounds. DCC insiders
say that of the 44 solid waste man-
agement equipment, 60 per cent
are always in the workshops. Divi-
sion-2 had reportedly spent Tk 11
million from 1999-2000 to 2001-
2002 forrepairand maintenance.

Youngsters in Dhaka have finally found
hangouts for pastime as up to 30 game
centres came up with board games and
light snacks in the entertaining, yet secure
environment.

In the mid-1990s when the trend of
billiard and pool clubs was introduced to
the country, one cannot imagine how
popularitcouldbe.

Dhaka Billiard Centre pioneered ave-
nues to start such indoor sports, followed
by Wega Zone in Bailey Road, Boomers in
Banani, Ebl in Moghbazar and Sports
Zonein Mohakhali.

Besides providing board games like
pool, snooker and billiard, the clubs also
offer food, sports on TV and music and
sometimes -- live music too.

Regular visitors to these clubs seem
more cheerful. Aheer, a regular visitor to
Wega Zone, said: "Boards of international
standards and excellent service -- all
together fashion a pleasant environ-
ment."

"Women enthusiasts visit these places
too and it only became possible because
of the security provided by snooker
parlour owners," says Sameena, a resi-
dent of Gulshan.

"Our centre has been in operation for
long and concerts in our café area have
become quite trendy. We cater to a variety
of customers. The place is safe with 24-
hour security watch. Regular customers
spend at least five to six hours a day," said
Swapan Debnath of Dhaka Billiard Cen-
tre.

"Businessis going quite smoothly and it
is profitable. Most boards are occupied
during peak hours -- 4:00pm to 11:30pm,"
aclub owner said.

"Sometimes arguments rage between
players of rival groups. We intervene to
maie sure the problem is solved by
mutual understanding,” he added.

"Accessories and equipment such as
boards and cues are all imported. A single
pool board costs around Tk 1.5-3.5 lakh
depending on quality, while it is Tk 3-5
lakh for a snooker board," another owner
said.

A snooker enthusiast told Star City that
Tk 20 a game is too much for a student,
since it takes only 10 to 15minutes to
completeaframe.

"Buying good-quality cues like Reilly or
Cyclone from outside costs more than Tk
9,000. Freight and taxes are an added
burden. Students cannot afford such a
huge cost," he said.

People related to the business claim
that a price reduction of these products
would greatly help the youth stay away
fromillegal activities.

COURIER SERVICES

International

Air Borne Express- 9561371,
9561372, 9550724

Air Couriers Int'l (BD) Ltd.-
8815970

Aramex International Courier-
9558003, 9559582, 9565075
Airspeed Express- 9563494
Asian Courier Services Ltd.-
8313543

Baishakhi Courier Service-
9558606

Banmgladesh Express Co. Ltd.-
9565114

Bangladesh Courier Sercive-
9563989

Bengal Express- 9560642,
9552666

Bangladesh Int'l Courier- 953636
Continental Service Ltd.-
9552948, 9558425

DHL Worldwide Express-
9881703-7, 9886305-9, 9882057
Enem Express- 9330699

Fedex Bangladesh Express Co.
Ltd- 9565114

Modhuban Courier Service-

9550884

Overseas Courier Service-
9352431, 8321169

Pacific Courier- 9568446
Reliance Express Service-
9558515, 7110249

Sky International service-
9660442

Skynet world Wide Express-
9558062,9560258, 7114787,
7113184

TNT Express- 9566662, 9558239,
8618155

Union Gourier Service- 9341722
United Parcel Service Air alliance
Ltd- 8826429, 8810223

National

Asian courier Service Ltd-
8313543

BAE- 9884851

Central Courier Service- 9881118
Confidence Courier Service Ltd.
9567036

Chisty Courier- 7110177-9,
Cosmopol Services- 9552793,
9557975

Dhaka Courier Services- 7236222

usefultelephonenumbers

LIBRARY & INFO-

Dolphin Courier- 9558802
Dreamland Courier Service-
9550326, 9566975

Pioneer Courier Services-
9561727, 9569759

Probashi Courier Services-
9346359

Rainbow Express Parcel Services
Ltd.- 8322773, 8315703
Reliance Express Services-
9558515, 7110249

Sundarban Courier Services-
9551984, 9556189, 9551656
Sunrise Courier Services-
9568751

World Runner Express Ltd.
9112068, Fax - 880-2-9112068

Do you know according to
Dhaka City Corporation,
you must deposit your
waste at the collection
site between 4pm

and 10pm

Libraries, Cultural and

Information Centers National M 8619396-0 1 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 10, 11, 12 Golap Shah Mazar
ational Museum- 8613396-9 5 Guistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 1, 2 Phoolbaria bus station
Ce!ltral Public Library- 8626001-4, Open: 10 am 5 pm, Friday 3 3 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mahakhali-Airport-Azampur Phoolbaria bus station
Shishu Academy- 3564128 pm- 8 pm, Thursday closed 4 Shyampur-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Airport-Tongi Shyampur
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673 Muktiiuddha Jadughar- ] . .
Bangla Academy- 8619550 J 9 5 Sayedabad-Kamalapur-Motijheel-Airport-Joydebpur-Gazipur Sayedabad
Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 9559091 6A Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Gulshan 1, 2 Kamalapur
35564|0|7 iituts- 9114602 Open: 10:30 am 6:30 pm, 6B Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 1, 2 Kamalapur
azrul Institute- " i ,
Ford Foundation- 8116133 Sunday Closed 6C Motijheel Shapla chattar- Mallbagh-_Farmgate- Gulshan 2 Motijheel Shaplachattar
Alliance Francaise- 8611557 Bangabandhu Smiti Jadughar- 7 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 2 Sadarghat
British Council- 8618867-8, 8110046 8 Chittagong-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asad Gate-Kalyanpur-Gabtoli Chittagong Road
8618905-7 9 Demra Rani mahal-Motijheel-Kalbagan-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 10, 11, 12 Demra Ranimahal

Community Development Library-

8113769, 8113604 closed 10 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Kakrail-Malibagh-Rampura-Biswa Road-Tongi Bridge Sadarghat
Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka- Ahsan Manz 11 Sayedabad-Motijheel-Fakirapool-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Tongi Bridge Sayedabad
9126525-6 . 11/A  Sayedabad-Khilgoan-Malibagh-Rampura-Airport-Tongi Bridge Syedabad
:-']d'a“ Infor1mat|on Centre & Cultural Open: 10:am 5 pm, Friday: 3 12 Shanir Akhra-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asadgate-Mohammadpur Shanir Akhra
ibrary- 8615096 pm - 7 pm, Thursday Closed 13 Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Jhigatola-Shangkar-Mohammedpur Motijhee!
The Russian Cultural Centre- .
9116314, 9118531, 9118314 Shishu Jadughar- 9666466 14 Signboard -Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 12 Signboard (Chittagong Road)
Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125, Open: 10 am- 6 pm, Sunday 15 Chittagong Road-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mirpur 12 Chittagong Road
8112954, 8123412 Closed 24 Gulistan-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Airport-Uttara-Bipile Gulistan

Museum and Zoo

Open: 10 am 5 pm, Wednesday
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Jazzing up time in game centres
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