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OIC members have saved
OIC and the Muslim world as
awhole by rej ecting the
Bangladeshi candidate.
Mir Rashid

On e-mail

EZ 23

It is indeed a great news that
the candidate of Bangladesh
government, much contro-
versial Mr. Salauddun
Quader Chowdhury, an

A long awaited defeat!

of our great war of liberation,
was soundly defeated for the
post of OIC Secretary Gen-
eral. In an online poll con-
ducted by Prothom Alo, 80

percent of the respondents ots.
opposed his candidacy in the  Mozammel Khan
first place. It was unfortunate ., o_4il

that our 'democratic' govern-
ment could not find a better
candidate about whom we
all, irrespective of the politi-
cal divide, could have been

EETS

In fact, it would have been
morally wrong for the OIC to
elect a candidate whose can-
didacy itself was opposed by
the bulk of his own compatri-

Someone doesn't have to be
a supporter of Awami League

active and violent opponent

proud of.

SQ Chow

to be apgg at the defeat of
ury for OIC top

post. As a Bangladeshi I feel
disgraced that we lost the
OIC top post. But it would
have been more disgraceful
had a person like SQ
Chowdhury had won the

defeat and we must thank SQ

Chowdhury for that. He is not

like our cricket team which
often brings shame to BD.
The great SQ Chowdhury has
raised our heads high! Thank

post. I thank the other OIC you for that.
countries for rightly rejecting ~ Ahmad Kamal
a candidate like SQ Abu Dhabi. UAE
Chowdhury. ’

KKk

For once we all Bangladeshis

can rejoice and revel in a

sksk

Nayeem Mano, Lubbock, USA

It is unfortunate that Bangla-
desh's candidate lost the bid
to become secretary-general

of the organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC), but must
he be so ungracious about it?

Mr. Chowdhury's com-
ments, published in this
newspaper, were that of a
sore loser. Instead of being
magnanimous in defeat, he
made disparaging comments
about Turkey, including
questioning their credentials
as an Islamic state.

As if this was not enough,
he adds insult to injury by

ascribing Turkey's win to
"machinations of a pro-
Israeli camp." What an
absurdity.

InawayI'm flad Mr.
Chowdhury did not get
elected to the OIC. Judging

by the comments he has
made, it is obvious to me the
BNP did not put their best
man forward.

Niraj Agarwalla

On e-mail

PoorTV commercials

Iam writing thisletter in concern of
the one written by Mr. Mahasen
(June 16). TV commercials form an
inevitable part of programmes on
different channels, be they satellite
or otherwise. Such commercials
are the obvious outcome of the
policy of propping up the com-
mercial interests of the con-
cerned TV channels. In this
respect, they are sometimes
found wanting in upholding
proper standards in their con-
tents and modes of presentation.
Normal limits of good taste and
sense of proportion are some-
times contravened, thereby
causing feelings of boredom or
repulsion. Hence the necessity
on the part of the programme
producers to be careful so that
their programmes do not prove
irksome to viewers.

The staple of our local TV
commercials is mainly consumer
items like toilet and washing
soaps, hair oil, toothpaste, edible
oil, beauty aids, milk products,
etc. Some of the advertisements
for these products, say, soap and
beauty aids, are so profuse in
number, and the claims of the
competing companies as to their
benefits are so much of a tall
nature, that they leave the con-
sumers confused. When such
advertisements are accompanied
with the models' gyrations with
their attractive faces and willowy
shapes, viewers with some iota of
good taste and sense of culture
may be left cold by such
unseemly display.

Among other intolerable fea-
tures of TV commercials, as
observed by irked viewers, is the
repetition of the same 10-second
commercial several times within

drinks are found to resort to
ingenious and attractive com-
mercials featuring well-known
film actors and actresses and
even famous cricketers. It is easy
to imagine what a tremendous
impact such commercials create
on the minds of easily impres-
sionable youngsters, particularly
children. Sometimes such com-
mercials include offers of prizes
for purchases, besides soft
drinks, chocolates, milk foods,
chewing gum, etc. with con-
cealed lucky numbers inside the
packets in some cases, thereby
keeping their buyers in suspense
abouttheresults of draws.

While we discourage smoking
within the country, we notice
attractive commercials about
some brands of cigarettes tele-
cast on satellite channels from
outside the national borders.
This may be considered unfortu-
nate because the young viewers,
who have easy access to cable TV,
come under adverse impact on
account of such undesirable
commercials.

Of course, there are some
positive aspects of TV commer-
cials, such as when they
announce concessions in prices
of some essential electronic
items like fridge, TV, micro-oven,
and other household appliances
on festive or other special occa-
sions, as they help in creating a
desirable consumer culture for a
better standard oflife.

There may be no hesitation in
admitting that, judging by the
standards achieved by Western
electronic media in the matter of
presenting commercials, we have
a lot to learn in eschewing the
cruder forms of TV media public-
ity. The key-point is to make

PHOTO: AFP

15-20 minutes spans. Another
vexing sight on some popular TV
channels is the parade of a good
number of commercials by sev-
eral sponsoring agencies, inter-
posed in the middle of an inter-
esting serials or feature films.
Such occurrences tend to destroy
the mood of many viewers, some-
time driving them to switch off
the TVsetinanger.

Some aspects of the commer-
cials as they appear from time to
time in the programmes may
strike some viewers as galling.
The makers of some leading soft

...OrCanlE'?!

sustained efforts on the part of
the TV producers to eliminate
irksome elements in TV commer-
cials.

Ishita Rahman

Financial Development
Project,World Bank, Dhaka

KL unlikely to quit
race for OIC job
In the news article "KL unlikely to

quit race for OIC job" (June 15),
the DSreported:

In an interview with
Enayetullah Khan, Chief Editor of

a private news agency last week,
Malaysian Foreign Minister
Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar said
it would be easier to work to
reform the organisation if his
country holds both the chairman
and secretary general's posts.
"That being the reason," he
pointed out, "we thought the best
way is to put up our candidature"
for the OIC secretary general.
Now that the Turkish candidate
has been elected, Malaysia
should give up the chairmanship,
for the same reasons that Malay-
sia wanted the post. Is there even
a minuscule possibility of this
happening?

Haluk Ozdemir

One-mail

Nostalgia

I was watching the Sky TV News
this afternoon, when the news
was broadcast that The Shadows
have called ita day and they never
will play again. Cliff Richard, the
British singer, who was once the
"Pop Idol" of Britain, sang with
them some oldies. This brought
me back some nostalgic memory
from yesteryears, when Pat
Boone, Dean Martin, Ricky Nel-
son, Elvis Presley, Connie Fran-
cis, Doris Day etc were the
kings/queens of the Pops. I can
still remember "Hello Mary Lou",
"Rhythm of the Rain", "G. L
Blue", "Volare" and the list goes
onandonand on.

Speaking of The Shadows, they
were the band who played with
Cliff Richard. In fact they also
starred in a few films with CIiff,
such as "The Young Ones." But
the reason I remember them is
because of the following.

How many of the people in

also showed some Japanese
programmes, NHK programmes
etc. That was the beginning of
Dhaka TV. Then one afternoon,
we were thrilled to see the
"Amader shuveccha nin." The TV
was officially inaugurated on
December 25, if I remember
correctly. The first song was sung
by Ferdausi Rahman, "Ami
Shagorer Nil". The first drama
was, I think. "Ektala Dotala". The
late Dolly Ibrahim (comedy),
Sumita Devi, Monirul Alam (he
was a producer, but also acted in
the drama. He was later killed),
singer-cum-actor (I keep forget-
ting names, but he does not sing
anymore, he acts only nowa-
days), who acted in the first
drama (comedy) as a "Dhakaiya"
-- they were all in my memory. I
can still remember "Chompa
Bone Tolo shur" by Syed Abdul
Hadi in the first musical show,
the musician (memory is still
failing me) died just a few days
prior to the telecast. The first
instrumentalists were Swapon
Kumar(?) (Violin), Khurshid Alam
(Sitar), Bashudev (Flute), etc. The
first band was "The Iolites"
whose lead guitarist was the late
Zafar Igbal, who switched to
actinglater.

I think memory is painful,
because it reminds us of a time
when things were different, the
climate was different, the envi-
ronment was different and we
miss our dear ones who were with
us at that time and above all we
cannot go backto that time.
Jamilul Huq
Lalmatia, Dhaka

Cambridge launches
GCE O Level

Bangladesh Studies

Democratic dictators?

I think, till now the total number of times Mr. Bush and Mr.

Blairhas been cursed and criticised by the
has exceeded the number of times

eople of the world

itler has been criticised

and cursed. Many compare Bush with Hitler unhesitatingly.
But we are forgetting one thing and that is 'this is the age of
democracy where sovereignty belongs to the people and not

toaperson'.

Now the question arises if sovereignty belongs to the peo-
ple, how come the rulers are being able to implement their
own decisions against the public opinion. For every policy he
makes, the ruler is heavily scrutinised. Now my point is, Mr.
Bush and Mr. Blair were voted to power. And as rulers of
democracies theyare accountable to the people.

But in reality are they acting democratically enough? There-
fore, what is the difference between dictatorship and democ-

racy?
Kalid, Old DOHS, Dhaka

Bangladesh know that in the year
1964, when the then "Pilot Televi-
sion" service of "East Pakistan"
was started, the signature tune
was a Shadows tune. "Apache"
was another of the Shadows' hit
played regularly on Dhaka Televi-
sion.

Icanremember that we used to
eagerly turn on the TV set (NEC
19" black and white and with
valves, so naturally, heavy) and
listen to "Purano Shei Diner
Katha" by Debabrata, "Tumi
Bolechhile" by Shubir Sen and all
the wonderful songs on TV. They

Thank you for reporting the
launch of the Cambridge GCE O
Level in Bangladesh Studies
(Daily Star, 16 June). I would,
however, like to point out two
inaccuracies:

1) There are currently seven
schools in Bangladesh, not two,
entering candidates for Univer-
sity of Cambridge International
Examinations. This figure will
grow to 12 in 2005 as other
schools will begin to take exami-
nations. Furthermore, we antici-
pate that the number of schools
will increase significantly from

2006 and 2007 as many schools,
such as BIS, BIT, British School of
Law, Mapleleaf, Mastermind,
Scholastica, Sunbeams, as well as
provincial schools, have indi-
cated their intention to enter
candidates for the Cambridge
GCE O Level in Bangladesh Stud-
ies.

2) We will not need to produce
English translations of the text-
books of the National Curriculum
and Textbook Board as these
already exist. These books are on
our reading list, along with other
suggested teaching resources. In
addition, as mentioned by your
correspondent, a textbook will be
produced in collaboration with
teachersin Bangladesh.

Helen Imam

Product Manager, University

of Cambridge International
Examinations

Mumbai train trag-
edy

A tragic train derailment left at
least 20 dead and about 100
injured in western India. Accord-
ing to the Railway officials bad
weather and heavy downpour
could be one of reasons of the
accident. The way the authority
responded in rescue operation is
really appreciable.

The Railway Minister, Laloo
Prasad Yadav, cancelled his
official programmes and rushed
to the accident site along with
Railway Board members from
Kolkata to personally supervise
thereliefand rescue work.

In our country we have seen
enough deaths in water and an
unfazed minister keeps blaming
it all on fund shortage. We really
cannot blame him either,
because after spending so much
time trying to secure different
'deals’, he has little time to con-
centrate on, what is supposed to
be his actual duty. Will we ever
learn to do something for the
country other than making a
personal fortune?

Sumon
Dhaka

Psychological

counselling needed

Depression is a psychological
state that makes it difficult to
cope with the uncertainty and
complexity of day to day life.
Deprived of love, sympathy,
disintegration of families, failure
in materialistic pursuits of happi-
ness are chiefly responsible for it.
If not taken care of timely, like a
deadly disease, depression
makes life lethargic and gradu-
ally glides a person's life to rejec-
tion.

For this, in the western coun-
tries, whenever people undergo
depression of any sort, they
contact psychiatrists and take
medical treatments and counsel-
ling in order to get along with
normal flow of life. But in our
country, the scenario is different.
If anyone consults a psychiatrist
even for a minor reason, most of
the people can't take it normally.
That's why, instead of seeking
counselling, depressed people
hide their crisis just to save them-
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Say yes to "sports"

Our world is full of so many evils and chaos that there is hardly any scope left for the people to
enjoy pure entertainment. The world was possibly never free from the curse of war and still is
haunted by this curse. The terrifying pictures of dead bodies and injured have horrified the peo-
ple of the people. Peogle seem to be tired watching the same news everyday as condition of the

world aggravates day

where in the world justice always wins. And thatis a sports

y day. There is no justice prevailin§ in the present world. But still some-
ield.

When we watch a match, be it football or cricket, we seem to forget the chaos and injustice of
the world. In the field of football, no injustice is allowed. If you do a foul you will be punished
instantly by being shown yellow or red card. In cricket too, two umpires are always standing to
ensure that no injustice is being done to the players. So, it is sports of any kind that gives some
solace and relief to the souls of strife-torn people of modern day. Sports delight our soul, though
inlimits; it fulfils our dream of seeing aworld free from injustice and hostilities.

So, the on-going Euro 2004 brings the much needed opportunity for the people all over the
world to fortget the strives and confusions of everyday life at least for a few hours daily. It is highly

prescribed

or the politicians of the world as well to watch all the games of Euro 2004 or any other

sports they are interested in to learn how to be sportive. After all, they need the sports-tonic the

most.

Wajahat Anwar, Mirpur, Dhaka

selves from being laughed at.
Sometimes their insecurity
pushes them to spiritual prac-
tices. Consequently, their social
interaction becomes narrower
and they seclude themselves in a
confined world.

So, organisations related to
human rights should raise the
importance of counselling for
mental fitness and help mentally
distressed people to lead a nor-
mallife through remedy.

Rubab Abdullah
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

DU hall:Den of

abductors?

Abduction has become a good
business thanks to the indiffer-
ence and sometimes the direct
collaboration of police with the
abductors. The Jamaluddin
abduction case, where we have
seen more than one directive to
rescue him even by the home
minister, is still unsolved and he
is stilluntraceable.

A section of student wings of
leading political parties at Dhaka
University has long been alleg-
edly involved in the 'business' of
abduction. They reportedly take
their victims to the dormitory and
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Bhutan, refugees and
the SAARC leaders

Nepali. They were subjected to atrocious
treatment such as arbitrary arrest, torture,
and detentions without trial, village raids and
widespread inhuman and degrading treat-
rape; the closure of most
schools in Southern Bhutan; the restriction of
health services; aban on the movement of the
essential commodities and people; confisca-
tion of citizenship cards and termination of
employment; burning and demolition of
Such treatment made their life
unbearable and forced them out of their lands

Immediately after my return from Nepal the
TV picture of the meeting between Opposi-
tion leader Sheikh Hasina and Bhutanese
ambassador to Bangladesh raised many ques-
tions in my mind. I remember with honour
that Bhutan was the first country to recognise
Bangladesh. After that Bhutan was very spe-
cial to me, and not only me but I am sure also
to many Bangladeshis. I used to listen to the
speeches by the present King very carefully

uring the SAARC summits. I have become a
regular buyer of Druk products,
visit to Nepal I'm a bit disillusioned about

Bhutaneserulers.

Recently it seems the King has become a
victim of circumstances created by himself.
Some Bhutanese refugeeslivingin Nepal have
told me about the inhuman acts. Until 1985
there were no dissidents in Bhutan despite its
ethnic diversity, and Bhutan was called the
Land of the Peaceful Dragon. But after the
passing of a new Citizenship Act by the King,
thereal problem started. Thousands of South-
ern Bhutaneselosthome, land, and livelihood
within a short period of time. Citizens who
were living for generations in harmony were
forced out of their lands because they spoke

ment includin

houses.
but after my
and their country.

Now there are over 100,000 Bhutanese
living in exile as refugees in Nepal and India.
So when there is any meeting between South
Asian heads of state or key figures, I feel, the
issues of discrimination must be discussed so

that there may be

discrimination.

Shamoly, Dhaka

aboutjust and peaceful resolution to all inter-
community conflicts. Although these are
sensitive issues, goodwill from South Asian
leaders is necessary to remove all sorts of

Kamaluddin Ahmed

sharing of ideas in bringing

confine them there to realise the
ransom. It is always difficult for
police to raid a dormitory and it
requires permission from the
university authority to do so. The
culprits have probably been
using this immunity for a long
time.

Much has been said about
banning student and teacher
politics. But I guess we have to
live with the 'multipurpose use'
of the student dormitory.

Joy
Dhaka

'Failed government'

I felt drawn to the write-up cap-
tioned 'Failed State and Bangla-
desh' by the DS Editor which
appeared in your esteemed daily
recently. He has virtually echoed
the sentiments of the nation by
refusing to describe Bangladesh a
'Failed State' as was sought to be
portrayed by a certain circle in
the western media. Truly, if we
have afailing state we are left with
nothing, even our very existence
as an independent nation
becomes meaningless. We hope,
as indicated in the write-up, that
those using such uncharitable
expressions for Bangladesh have
erred on the fine distinction
between the terms 'Failed State'
and 'Failed Government'. As
indeed, the incumbent govern-
ment have so far failed to inspire
hope in our people's mind
because of its object failure in
state management, denting the
very social fabric crucially.

I am, however, not persuaded
enough with the arguments
presented in the write-up to
summarily sign off a democrati-
cally elected government with a
conclusive verdict like 'Failed
Government' prematurely before
the expiry of its incumbency. To
be politically correct, I would
rather opt for the epithet 'Poor
Governance' instead of 'Failed
Government.'

Syed Badrul Haque
Lalmatia, Dhaka
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