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RECOMMENDATIONS

Sufia Kamal's Birthday

Celebration

Organiser: Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad

Discussants: Sanat Kumar Shaha,
Wahidul Haque, Sultana Kamal,
AyeshaKhanom

Performers: Iffat Ara Dewan, Mita
Haqg, Aditi Mohsin, Khairul Anam
Shakil, Subarna Mustafa and others
Venue: CIRDAP auditorium

Time: June 20, at4:00 pm

Painting Exhibition

Title: Solo Painting Exhibition 2004
Artist: Monirul Islam

Venue: Shilpangan, Road 5, House
25, Dhanmondi

Time: June11-25,from 10 amto 9 pm

Title: 789

Artist: Kashef

Venue: Goethe Institut, Road 9,
House 10, Dhanmondi

Time: June 07-21, from2 pmto 8 pm

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Borders and Beyond

Venue: Drik Gallery, House-58,
Road-15A, Dhanmondi

Time: June 01-21, 3pm to 8pm
Photo-stories by 10 photogra-
phers from Denmark, England,
Mexico, Palestine, Russia, South
Africaand Switzerland

Title: Image Construction

Artist: Nahid-Ul-Islam

Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26 Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Time: June 07-28, from 9 amto 12pm

ARTIST: MONIRUL ISLAM

Presenting Bangladesh to Japan
Kazuko Shiraishi talks about her work

Favza HAQ

found inspiration in them. She was also influ-

AZUKO Shiraishi, the visiting Japanese

poet, says, 'I've come to launch my book

which has been translated into Bangla. I
would have spent more time in Dhaka, but I
have to rush back to my ailing mother in Japan. I
began writing as a teenager when I was
introduced to the avant garde poetry group
VOU, led by the modernist Katsue Kitasono, a
pioneer in Japanese surrealism, who
corresponded with Ezra Pound. With his
encouragement, I published my first book of
poetry, Thetown thatrainseggsin1951.'

Keeping Joan Miro and Salvador Dali as her
models, Shiraishi brought in abstract art forms in
her poetry. 'I write about all that life has to offer,
including the topics of nature, society and the
position of women. I've travelled to different
countries and met many people, and through my
poetry I bring all these facets in my work,'
Shiraishi says. 'I was a child when I moved from
Vancouver to Japan before World War II and I
often felt like an outsider to my own society, a
feeling that stayed with me throughout my life.
When I was a child the military government
taught us to hate the British and American but I
felt that this was wrong. I had the desire to go on
striving, even though, at first, there was a lot of

sufferingaroundme.'

In the 1960s, when jazz musicians like John
Coltrane began to flourish in Japan, Shiraishi

Thomas.

EmperorofJapan.

translated my poems.'

enced by the poems of Baudelaire and Dylan
'T also loved the works of Alan
Ginsberg,' she says. She gotinspiration from the
writings of Henry Miller, another exponent for
freedom of expression. 'Reading poetry to the
accompaniment of jazz music was something
new for Japan and I was one of the first Japanese
poets to experiment with this medium. My book
Season of Sacred Lustwas published in 1970 and
Igotthe prestigious H Poetry Award. In the years
that follow I went to 30 different countries and
gradually got international recognition.' Today
she has the honour of winning three Japanese
prizes, the Takami Jun Award, the Yomiuri
Award and the Purple Ribbon Medal from the

Asked which Bangladeshi poet appealed to
her, Shiraishi says, 'Tagore, but of course; he is
like a god in the poetry scene in Japan.' Talking
about her introduction to the medium of poetry
in Bangladesh, she says,'I came here as a presi-
dential guest 17 years ago. In the course of this
visit, I met Bangladeshi poet Aminur Rahman
and we shared our views in our writings. He has

She enjoys meeting Bangladeshis and has
many friends here. She has also written three
long poems on Bangladesh. She introduced the
country's beautiful scenery to the people in
Japan, who until then had heard only about the
floods and famines in the country. This she did

Japanese poet Kazuko Shiraishi

in the form of photographs, which were dis-
played along with music and the recitation of
herpoems.

Faiz Zahir: A young talent in theatre

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Faiz Zahir is a promising theatre
talent in Bangladesh. He is
involved in backstage work along
with acting and direction. From the
beginning of his career in 1980, he
has been involved with Aranyak
Natyadal. 'In Aranyak, I basically
got the opportunity to apply my
knowledge and creativity in art,’
says Zahir.

Zahir started his career as a
performer; then as a set designer,
light designer and finally he
appeared as a director in 1991. His
notable works in Aranyak are Iblish
(asanactorin 1981), Guinea Pig (as
an actor and assistant designer in
1984), Nankar Pala (as an actor, set
and costume designer in 1986),
Joyjayanti (as an actor and set
designer in 1995), Lebedev (as an
actor and designer in 1995), a
puppet theatre production (as a
director and designer in 1998),
Mayur Shinghashan (as a set
designer in 1999), Shongkranti (set
designerin 2000).

Apart from his own theatre
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group, he also works as a
freelancer. His remarkable free-
lance works are Teerthankar (for
Shubachan Theatre Group) as a
director and designer in 2001, A
Doll's House (production for
Department of Drama and Music,
University of Dhaka) as a set and
light designer in 1998, Copeniker
Captain (for Nagorik Nattya
Shamproday) as set designer in
2004.

Falz Zahir

Zahir went into direction in
1991 with Manush produced by
Bangla Theatre- a reparatory
company in 1991.As a director he
lays emphasis on physical acting.
He says, 'We should focus on phys-
ical acting in order to make theatre
modern.'

He has participated in profes-
sional training, diploma course,
workshop and conference in Ban-
gladesh as well as in Germany,
Italy, France, India, USA, Hong
Kong, Macau and South Korea.
One of his major works was con-
ducting a workshop in Chuncheon
theatre festival, South Korea about
'Learning various ways of expres-
sion, using puppets and masks'
organized by the AITA/IATA
national centre in 2002.He recently
participated in a conference of the
United States Institute of Theatre
Technologyin2004.

Since 1981 Zahir has worked as
an organiser, animator and facili-
tator in Mukto Natak Dal--an
indigenous theatre organisation
with a vision and mission to
develop theatrical activism at the

grassroots and rural level, particu-
larly in Sylhet, Sirajganj,
Kishoreganj, Tangail and
Manikganj.

Besides theatre, Zahir has also
worked as a director and designer
in the audio-visual media. He has
directed several single episode
dramas, drama serials, documen-
taries which were telecast from
Bangladesh television, Ekushey TV
and NTV. Recently NTV telecast
Obosheshey Propat, directed by
Zahir.

At present Zahir is directing
Chandra Grahan for Shubachan
theatre group. He is also the set
designer of this play. Besides this,
heistheassistantdirector aswell as
the set designer of Rarang, a pro-
duction of Aranyak, which is
expected to be staged this August.

Zahir's hopes to establish a
theatre design institute, where
theatre activists from all over the
country will learn various aspects
of theatre. Come September, he
also hopes to stage a puppet show.

Artists to get Walk of Fame Stars

AP, Los Angeles

Antonio Banderas, Rod Stewart and Donald
Duck are among an eclectic bunch of
honourees who will receive stars on the

Hollywood Walk of Fame next year.

(Clockwise)
Cartoon char-
acter Donald

Therecipientsare

Motion Pictures: Tim Allen, Anto-
nio Banderas, Donald Duck, Kevin
Kline, Julianne Moore, Patricia
Neal, Dennis Quaid and Ben
Stiller.
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Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation

Dhaka Drama Festival kicks off

' NJOY drama on stage,
Come to a new stage'--
with this slogan Dhaka

Drama Festival-2004 opened at the

Experimental Theatre Stage on

June 17. Many renowned cultural

personalities of the country

attended the inauguration
programme of the 37-day long

drama festival arranged by Bangla-
desh Group Theatre Federation
(BGTF).

Professor Sirajul Islam
Chowdhury was the chief guest
while Kamal Lohani was the special
guestin the inauguration session.

After the introducing speech of
Aktaruzzaman, Programme Secre-

tary of BGTF, theatre persons
Ramendu Majumdar, Ataur
Rahman, Liakat Ali Lucky, SM
Mohsin and Sara Zaker spoke on
the occasion. The programme
ended with the speech of the chair-
person of the session, Mamunur
Rashid.

The speakers pointed out the

Review

Mayur Shinghashon

An anti-fundamental play

Aranyak Natyadal staged Mayur
Shinghashon on the opening day
of Dhaka Drama Festival-2004 at
the Experimental Theatre Stage
at Shilpakala Academy.

Most of the characters in
Mannan Heera's play Mayur
Shinghashon are rural theatrical
artistes. Through their theatrical
activities the playwright has
depicted the crisis of the minority
people of the '60s.

The tragic ending of the life of
Dilip Das, the protagonist of the
play, is a true story in the case of
many minority people of that
period. Many patriots belonging
to the minority community of
those days had to leave the moth-
erland in the face of the funda-
mental approach of the rulers.

Heera's dialogue diction is
perfect to represent the artistes of
a rural troupe. The character of
Secretary realistically represents
many people of this kind who buy
off artistes and use them for their
own personal interest.

Behind every relief scenes in
the play, there are clear indica-
tions of pathos. Through this
irony Heera has successfully
portrayed the hidden tragic
lifestory of many rural artistes.

Shah Alam Dulal as the direc-
tor of the play is realistic. He has

Mayur Shinghashan, a prsentation by Aranyak Natyadal

successfully created the atmo-
sphere ofarural troupe of the '60s
as well as the Shmawshan scene
(where dead bodies are cre-
mated), the most important part
of the play. However, as the per-
forming space of the Experimen-
tal Theatre Stage is smaller than
that of the Mahila Shomity Stage,
the blocking should have been
modified according to the
demand.

Set designer Faiz Zahir has
used cloth, a throne and a few
stools as his suggestive set mate-

rials. The Yellowish colour of the
curtain symbolically represents
betrayal.

Light Designer Thandu Raihan
has composed his design by using
only shadow-light effects. Not
much symbolic colour effect has
been used in his design.

Fazlur Rahman Babu as
Amalya, Aminul Haq Helal as the
Secretary and Joyraj as Hari could
fulfill the demand of their charac-
ters.

Schedules (June 19-26)

June 19

Play: Pejgi

Playwright: Apu Aman

Director: Kamruzzaman Tupa
Group: Shattik Natyasampradaya

June 20

Play: Birsa Munda

Playwright: Arup Dev

Director: Alak Anwar

Group: Dhaka Theatre Mancha

June 21

Playwright: Sarat Chandra Chattapadhyay
Director: Mostofa Heera
Group: Shanglap Group Theatre

June 23

Play: Shadhucharan

Playwright: Chandan Sen
Director: Ratan Saha

Group: Pratidwandi Nattyagoshthi

June 24

Play: Bhabaghurey
Playwright: Shantanu Biswas
Director: Tarun Kumar Basu
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