
AP, Geneva

All Iraqi prisoners of war and 
interned civilians should be released 
when sovereignty is transferred to a 
new Iraqi government, according to 
rules governing warfare, a spokes-
woman for the international Red 
Cross said yesterday. 

"If we consider that the occupa-
tion ends June 30, that would mean 
it's the end of the international 
armed conflict," Nada Doumani of 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross told the news agency by 
phone from Baghdad. 

According to article 118 of the 
third Geneva Convention, prisoners 
of war should be repatriated without 
delay at the end of hostilities. Article 
133 of the fourth convention says 
that interned civilians should also be 
released when conflict ends. 

It remains to be seen whether the 
occupation effectively ends with the 
handover of sovereignty, however, 
and Doumani stressed that "the 
situation on the ground determines 
the facts." 

"This is the legal situation: When 
the conflict ends the prisoners of war 
should be released according to the 
G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n s , "  s h e  
explained. "Therefore ... all people 
detained in relation to the conflict 
should be released unless there are 
penal charges against them." 

Although Iraqis will run their own 
affairs after June 30, about 150,000 
U.S. and other coalition troops will 
remain in the country to help 
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20km express
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at every congested area in Old 
Dhaka and all intersections in 
other busy areas for smooth trans-
port of traffic and cargo.  

The highway project is addi-
t i o n a l  t o  o t h e r  u n d e r -
consideration schemes including 
the underground train service in 
the capital, a top official of the 
communications ministry said. 

The government will also con-
sider other projects in the future for 
further improvement of the traffic 
system in Dhaka where congestion 
is threatening to spin out of control 
because of growing population, he 
said. 

"We are examining all possible 
ways to make the capital livable for 
its residents, whose number is 
going to double by the next 
decade."   

Earlier, a local firm had pro-
posed to set up 25km underground 
train line in Dhaka at a cost of Tk 
2,000 crore. 

The government also sought co-
operation from Russia to set up the 
subway system in Dhaka and 
Moscow agreed to extend technical 
support. 

A decision on the project is still 
pending. 

Iraq car bomb 
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from his home in Baghdad's mainly 
Sunni Muslim Adhamiya district. 

The US-led administration has 
warned of the risk of an upsurge of 
attacks in the run-up to the formal 
handover of sovereignty to an Iraqi 
government on June 30. 
CAR BOMB 
The car bomb that killed 12 people 
went off about 300 yards from US 
Military Camp Curvo as a police 
patrol stopped the bomber, who was 
travelling in the wrong direction on 
the road. 

Lt. Col. James Hutton, a spokes-
man for the 1st Cavalry Division, 
which runs Camp Curvo, said 12 
were killed and 13 were wounded in 
the blast. He said there were no US 
casualties. 

Among the dead are four police-
men and the bomber, said police 
Capt. Abdul-Razzaq Kadhem. 

"I think this is the last gasp of the 
terrorists," Kadhem said. "Iraq will 
not die. We will survive this, we will 
survive this." 

Police sealed off the area, but two 
charred bodies of policemen -- 
covered by blankets -- could be seen 
in one of the damaged police cars. 

Eight civilian cars were damaged, 
Kadhem said. 

The attacked marked the third car 
bombing in less than a week. 
Bombers blasted targets in two Iraqi 
cities Tuesday, killing 15 people -- 
including a US soldier -- and wound-
ing 50. 

A senior Iraqi police officer was 
shot and wounded during an assassi-
nation attempt. 

General Majid Almani Mahal, 
commander of Atraf police station in 
Baquba, was attacked late Saturday 
as he drove through a suburb of the 
city 60km north-east of Baghdad. 

"I have escaped from an assassi-
nation attempt," he said. "A group of 
armed people in a small car shot me." 

The attack took place near an 
industrial neighbourhood five km 
south of Baquba at about 8:00 pm 
(1600 GMT) on Saturday, Mahal said. 

Baquba, which has a large US 
military presence, has witnessed a 
string of attacks including a suicide 
bombing last Tuesday which killed 
one American soldier and one Iraqi. 

(Reuters, AP and AFP)

Pvt firms
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arrange interconnectivity among 
them on their own, pushing the 
cost of business higher, industry 
sources said. Allowing private 
interconnection operators would 
attract substantial foreign invest-
ment and enable local companies 
to form joint venture, they added.

The BTRC chairman said the 
commission has already finalised 
the interconnection guideline for 
existing and incumbent operators 
both in fixed and cell-phone seg-
ments.

He said private infrastructure 
companies would provide inter-
connection and other necessary 
services to telecoms operators, not 
end-users.

"This will bring competition to 
the sector and lower call charges," 
Murshed noted.

He said the government plans to 
reduce import duty on mobile 
phone handsets to help boost 
demand for cellular phone con-
nections. The BTRC had proposed 
to lower mobile handset tariff at a 
f l a t  T k  1 , 0 0 0  t o  i n c r e a s e  
Bangladesh's teledensity and tele-
reach, which is one of the lowest in 
South Asia.

Finance and Planning Minister 
M Saifur Rahman in the proposed 
budget for the FY 2004-2005 sug-
gested a uniform import tariff of Tk 
1,500 for a handset.

The current duty is Tk 3,000 to 
Tk 4,000, depending on the price.

The number of mobile phone 
subscribers has grown around 85 
percent a year on average in the 
past three years, according to 
Swedish telecoms equipment 
maker Ericsson. And the number is 
expected to reach around six to 
eight million by 2006.
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and have full control over their 
natural resources, a delegate who 
requested anonymity said. 

The meeting was to reaffirm 
these priorities and call for a "quick 
return to sovereignty and self-
determination for the Iraqi peo-
ple," he added. 

Representatives from Iraq and 
neighbors Egypt, Iran, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Syria and Turkey will hold 
a meeting on the sidelines, at the 
suggestion of host Turkey. 

Delegates were also to tackle the 
conflict in the Middle East with OIC 
members reviewing a 200-page 
d o s s i e r  t i t l e d  " P a l e s t i n e ,  
Jerusalem, the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the Arab boycott of Israel," and 
pass more than 50 resolutions 
concerning Israeli occupation of 
Arab territory, an Arab minister 
said. 

Central to discussions would be 
"ending the occupation of all Arab 
territories, lifting the siege of the 
Palestinian people and their presi-
dent Yasser Arafat, solidarity with 
the resistance of the Lebanese, 
Palestinian and Syrian people as 
well as a call for the deployment of 
international (UN) forces in the 
Palestinian territorites," he told 
AFP. 

Strong criticism from the OIC 
loomed for the United States, 
already ostracized in the Arab and 
Islamic world because of its deeply 
unpopular war on Iraq and its 
staunch support for Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon. 

The conference was to "de-
nounce the unilateralism" of 
Washington's foreign policy and 
stress the importance of the 

"roadmap" for peace in the Middle 
East -- a blueprint for separate 
Palestinian and Israeli states by 
2005 that is currently dead in the 
water. 

Host Turkey is meanwhile 
hoping for a resolution supporting 
the breakaway Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC) because 
of its vote in favor of a UN-
sponsored peace plan in April that 
would have ended Cyprus' nearly 
30-year division. 

The internationally-recognized 
Greek Cypriot south overwhelm-
ingly voted down the proposal, but 
nonetheless joined the European 
Union on May 1. 

The TRNC, recognised only by 
Turkey worldwide, enjoys observer 
status at the OIC. 

"This would not be a formal 
recognition of the TRNC but rather 
a reinforcement of ties, and a call to 
end the (economic) embargo on 
the Turkish part of Cyprus," an 
Arab minister said. 

"The Arab countries don't have 
a unified position on this question 
and will try to find a formula which 
will not endanger their excellent 
relationship with Greece," the 
minister said. 

O I C  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  
Abdelwahed Belkeziz paid a visit to 
the TRNC last month during which 
he said his organisation would "do 
its best" to help Turkish Cypriots 
improve their economic, political 
and commercial ties. 

Turkey was also strongly in the 
running to take over the four-year 
position of secretary general, with 
59-year-old Ikmal Eddine Ihsan 
Ogali pitted against contenders 
from Bangladesh and Malaysia.

Indian
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agencies are likely to continue 
questioning Akhtar Hussain 
Qutbuldin Ahmed, a Dubai-based 
Indian businessman who was 
deported to Mumbai late Saturday 
night, in the city itself, putting off 
plans of shifting him to Delhi, in 
connection with his alleged 
attempt to sell Indian nuclear 
secrets to diplomatic mission in 
Dubai, police sources said. 

Central police and intelligence 
agencies who questioned Ahmed 
at Sahar International Airport last 
night where he was detained on 
arrival from Dubai, have reportedly 
decided to keep in abeyance their 
plan to move him to Delhi for 
further probe, sources said.

"From the angle emerging out 
from Akhtar's questioning it 
appears that we may have to inter-
rogate him in Mumbai itself," an 
intelligence official told PTI.

Ahmed allegedly procured the 
nuclear secrets from his brother 
who is a nuclear scientist in 
Mumbai, sources said, adding, his 
brother may also be summoned 
once relevant documents are 
received from Dubai on Sunday.

Central intelligence agencies 
and Mumbai Police officials are 
likely to meet this morning to 
decide future course of action.

Dubai police had arrested 
Akhtar when he allegedly sold 
Indian nuclear secrets to "diplo-
matic missions of a number of 
brotherly countries in UAE".

The arrest came almost two 
years after a surveillance operation 
by the security forces to find out 
whether he had worked with a 
network.

Iraqi sovereignty 

KL unlikely 
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"When Malaysia was tasked to 
chair the OIC, we were also tasked 
to reform the organisation to make 
it more current to meet the chal-
lenges of globalisation," the for-
eign minister said.

In an interview with Chief 
Editor of the private news agency 
Enayetullah Khan last week, Albar 
said it would be easier to work for 
reforming the organisation if his 
country holds both the chairman 
and secretary general's posts.

"That being the reason," he 
pointed out, "we thought the best 
way is to put up our candidature" 
for the OIC secretary general. 

When asked about Malaysia's 
position on Bangladesh's candida-
ture for the same post, Albar said 
his country would go ahead with its 
bid for the OIC post because 
Malaysia wanted to work for the 
much awaited reforms and restruc-
turing of the OIC. 

Turkey is another country vying 
for the post of OIC Secretary 
General.

The issues of electing a new OIC 
secretary general and reforming 
the OIC are expected to be dis-
cussed when foreign ministers of 
the member states meet in 
Istanbul, Turkey, for a three-day 
conference beginning today.

Portugal dwell 
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player during the team-talk, you 
don't see that glint in their eyes," he 
told the Jornal do Brasil.

His behaviour on Saturday 
appeared to reflect that sentiment.

It cannot be easy for a man accus-
tomed to the cut-throat competition 
of South American club football to 
accept such a lethargic, uninspired 
display from his team.

Dhaka, Khulna
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and 15 superintendents of police 
attended it.

Abdul Aziz said they will 
increase police patrol on highways 
and search all modes of transport 
during the anti-crime drive.

Coming out of the meeting, M 
Mahbub Alam, superintendent of 
police, Bagerhat, said they will 
adopt new tactics to hunt law-
breakers in Khulna, Bagerhat, 
Satkhira, Jessore, Narail, Jhenidah, 
Kushtia, Chuadanga, Meherpur, 
M a g u r a ,  R a j b a r i ,  F a r i d p u r ,  
M a d a r i p u r ,  S h a r i a t p u r  a n d  
Gopalganj districts.

No headway in 
Jubo Dal leader, 
cell 
phone trader 
murders 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Investigators failed to arrest any-
one till yesterday evening in con-
nection with the killings of 
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal leader 
Kamrul Islam Biplob and cell 
p h o n e  t r a d e r - c u m - r e p a i r e r  
Morshed Mollah.

Mostafizur Rahman, father of 
Kamrul who is also a contractor of 
Dhaka Water and Sewerage 
Authority, lodged a case with 
Mirpur Police Station on Saturday 
night accusing six people. 

In the FIR (first information 
report), Mostafizur said that hired 
goons of Shamsher might have 
murdered his son to grab a piece of 
Kamrul's land in Mirpur Section-1.

Sources said the local lawmaker 
recently 'insulted' Shamsher after 
he erected boundary wall around 
Kamrul's plot. 

Morshed's brother-in-law Niaz 
Haider, meanwhile, filed a case 
with Dhanmondi Police Station on 
Saturday night. In the FIR, he said 
that eight to 10 people killed the 
mobile phone trader inside his 
shop, Star Tel.

However, Morshed's family was 
not cooperating with them in 
tracking down the killers, police 
claimed.

"Morshed's wife mentioned two 
names while she was mourning on 
Saturday, but now she is keeping 
her lips tight before police," said 
t h e  o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e  o f  
Dhanmondi Police Station.

Bangladesh Mobile Phone 
Traders' Association demanded 
immediate arrest of Morshed's 
killers and urged the government 
to place the case under the Speedy 
Trial Tribunal.

The association in a press 
release yesterday also urged the 
government to ensure security of 
all mobile phone traders.

Govt stops grain 
FROM PAGE 12

the permission of the prime minis-
ter. 

The ruling coalition also 
directed Deputy Minister of CHT 
Affairs Moni Swapan Dewan not to 
spend more than 25 percent of the 
cash allocation -- about Tk 1 crore -
- in emergency fund on his own. 

Moni Swapan can now only 
allocate Tk 25 lakh on his own and 
can spend another Tk 1.5 lakh out 
of his fund as deputy minister.

"The government seems to be 
limiting my power. Still, I have to 
carry out the job the prime minister 
has tasked me with. I cannot do 
anything without her approval," 
Moni Swapan told The Daily Star 
by phone last night. 

The government reallocated 
15,500 tonnes of grains for repatri-
ated indigenous refugees in the FY 
2004-2005 budget, which was 
withdrawn from the last budget.  

With the permission of Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia, the deputy 
minister last year allocated the 
indigenous refugees 7,500 tonnes 
of grains from the emergency fund, 
as the refugees demanded.  

"I had earlier implemented 
some income-generating small 
projects with grains for the poor of 
small ethnic communities in outly-
ing areas. But I could not do any-
thing last year, as it was spent on 
the indigenous refugees. This year 
all is gone," he said. 

Other allocations for the CHT 
region remains the same -- 28,000 
tonnes of grains for Bangla-
speaking people in cluster villages, 
2,100 tonnes for former guerrilla 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  P a r b a t y a  
Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity 
and 10,000 tonnes for the army in 
special fund. 

Trader shot dead 
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him," said the victim's nephew 
Habibur Rahman.

The robbers took some cash 
and tried to turn tail by the taxicab 
when locals pelted the cab with 
stones and smashed its glasses, 
Habibur added.

Under attack, the robbers 
abandoned the cab near Kazi 
Tower and took refuge in it from 
where police later picked up three 
for interrogation.

Police said they are yet to iden-
tify the motive behind the murder.

Stringent acid 
control law 
suggested
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Acid Control Council 
yesterday suggested formulating 
strict acid control regulations 
within two weeks.

The ninth council meeting held 
at home ministry's conference 
room with State Minister for Home 
Lutfozzaman Babar in the chair 
also proposed to motivate young 
generation about the adverse 
effects of acid attacks, meeting 
sources said. 

Council members also advised 
to set up burn unit in all district 
hospitals in a bid to strengthen 
their services to the acid victims, 
sources added.

The meeting also sought to 
include acid victims, acid traders 
and public representatives in 
district-level acid control commit-
tees.

The idea of airing programmes 
on acid victims' sufferings on 
electronic media and door-to-door 
visits by field-level staff of health 
ministry throughout the country to 
create mass awareness was 
mooted.

Among others, Home Secretary 
Omar Farooq, director general of 
the Department of Narcotics 
Control, representatives from 
industries and commerce minis-
tries and Acid Survivor Foundation 
attended the meeting.

CID presses 
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Kashem Madhu and Haji Yakub are 
evading capture.

T h e  C I D  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  
chargesheet after a case was filed 
under the Arms Act for illegal 
possession and transportation of 
the huge consignment of deadly 
weapons seized at the Chittagong 
Urea Fertiliser Limited jetty on 
April 2.

Kabir Uddin Ahmed, CID assis-
tant superintendent of police for 
Chittagong region, submitted the 
c h a r g e s h e e t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court, 
Chittagong, showing 50 people as 
witnesses.

Police arrested 18 people, 
including Marium Begum, a local 
union parishad member. MA Aziz, 
Badsha Mia, Sheikh Ahmad, 
Mojibur Rahman, Akhter Hossain, 
Jahangir Alam and Jasim, believed 
to be part of a smuggling syndicate, 
are also among the arrestees. 

Another case was filed with 
Karnaphuli Police Station on the 
same arms cache busted during 
off-loading from boats FT Shah 
Amanat and MV Khazer Dan on the 
Karnaphuli river.

The chargesheet of the second 
case filed under the Special Powers 
Act is yet to be prepared.

Red Cross urges 
release of Iraqi 
prisoners

AL bashing rules 
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opposition took to the streets to 
create chaos and confrontation in 
the name of hartal and demonstra-
tion, being voted down and 
rejected by people.   

Mia Golam Parwar urged the 
government to lead the country to 
development, thwarting local and 
international conspiracies against 
the government. 

Earlier, Speaker Jamir Uddin 
Sircar in response to a point of 
order by Krishak Shramik Janata 
League lawmaker Kader Siddiqui 
told the House the proposed bud-
get for the fiscal 2004-05 was 
placed in a full parliament.

He said a legislation to select 45 
women parliamentarians was yet 
to be passed. 

BNP lawmakers Moazzem 
Hossain Alal also took part in the 
discussion. 

The session will sit again at 
4:00pm today. 

The AL lawmakers, who have 
been boycotting the House, will 
meet at a parliamentary party 
meeting this morning to decide on 
whether they would join the 
House. 

The meeting will be held at 
10:30am at the Jatiya Sangsad 
Bahban with Hasina, also the 
Leader of the Opposition, in the 
chair. 

AL sources said most party 
lawmakers were in favour of join-
ing the budget session.

EC to ask govt
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and will declare the polls schedule 
today.

"In the past elections armymen 
were on duty as striking force and 
patrolled the streets adjacent to the 
polling stations. But if they're 
deployed at each of the 103 polling 
centres, it'll be difficult to rig 
votes," Election Commissioner AK 
Mohammad Ali told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

"We've decided to beef up 
security for a free and fair election, 
as all eyes are set on Dhaka-10 by-
polls," Mohammad Ali added.

The EC has already directed its 
secretary to send a letter to the 
armed forces division seeking army 
deployment. 

With the symbol dispute case 
disposed of on Saturday, the High 
Court (HC) directed the returning 
officer of Dhaka-10 by-polls to 
allocate "kula" to Bikalpa Dhara 
Bangladesh (BDB) candidate 
Major (retd) Abdul Mannan.

The HC also directed the EC to 
announce an "expeditiously" fresh 
polling date for the by-election, 
which was set for June 6 but stayed 
by an HC order.

The two parliamentary seats of 
Dhaka-10 and Munshiganj-1 
constituencies fell vacant after 
resignation of Mannan and Mahi B 
Chowdhury from ruling BNP and 
from the parliament. BDB candi-
date Mahi B Chowdhury swept 
back to parliament in Munshiganj-
1 by-elections on June 6.
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This cut means the new ADP will 
have 869 projects instead of 972 
that were initially proposed.

A t  a  N a t i o n a l  E c o n o m i c  
Council meeting (NEC) on May 
29 chaired by Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia, the government 
approved the Tk 22,000 crore new 
ADP. It contained 123 recom-
mended new and 238 non-
allocated new projects.

The planning ministry incor-
porated all the 123 projects in 
violation of the rules and the 
projects show specific allocations 
against them. It is unusual to 
show specific allocation against 
projects that are supposed to be 
cleared by several authorities 
first.

When the anomalies came to 
F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  S a i f u r  
Rahman's notice, he instructed 
the ministry to take these pro-
jects out of the main annual 
programme and put half of them 
on 'the list of attached unap-
proved new projects without any 
allocation in annual develop-
ment project of 2004-05.' 

The rest were dropped and the 
number of attached unapproved 
projects now stands at 330. These 
projects have a block allocation 
of Tk 295 crore that may be spent 
on implementation of some 
projects likely to get the govern-
ment nod during the outgoing 
fiscal year. But in practice, most 
of them do not get any allocation.

Some of the projects which 
have been dropped out include 
c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  J a g a n n a t h  
U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  i n t o  
Jagannath University, a four-lane 
r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  
Brahmanbaria to Chittagong, the 

103 unapproved
project to reach out school chil-
dren, construction of M Saifur 
Rahman park in Sylhet and a 
technical survey project for 
Dhaka-Chittagong railway.

Saifur in his budget speech 
himself criticised the incorpora-
tion of unapproved new projects 
in the ADP. "We have to shun the 
habit of incorporating unneces-
s a r y  p r o j e c t s , "  h e  s a i d  o n  
Thursday in parliament. Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia recently at a 
meeting with the secretaries also 
criticised such inclusion.

T h e  p l a n n i n g  m i n i s t r y ,  
unfazed by ministerial criticism, 
went on to add 300 unapproved 
new projects and sources said 
lobbyists had many of them 
included.

Some of the new unapproved 
projects incorporated by power-
ful lobbyists after the NEC 
approved the ADP include survey 
for Dhaka city tube railway, spe-
cial development of Dhaka and 
Rajshahi  universities, expansion 
of Jamia'tul Falah and construc-
tion of a polytechnic institute in 
Kishoreganj.

"It means that throughout the 
new fiscal year, hordes of lobby-
ists will continue to put even 
greater pressure on the govern-
ment to get allocation against the 
projects of their choice," said a 
planning ministry official, wish-
ing anonymity. 

"This will lead to implementa-
tion of the projects favoured by 
strong lobbies, not the ones with 
higher priorities," he added.

The ongoing ADP projects will 
need four to five times the funds 
a l l o c a t e d  t h i s  f i s c a l  y e a r .  
Planning ministry officials said 
under relentless pressure from 
lobbyists the government tries to 
keep everyone happy by making 
nominal allocation to each pro-
ject.     But the projects cannot 
make much progress with the 
insufficient funding which ulti-
mately go down the drain, the 
officials added.

Six fishermen 
FROM PAGE 1

The strong winds and rough seas 
made searching for the lost fish-
ermen too dangerous. 

"The sea is so choppy and 
rough that we can't go out there," 
Kibria said. 

A rescue official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said he 
was hopeful that many of the 
missing were able to swim to 
small islands that dot the coast, 
or were rescued by other boats. 

Faridul Alam managed to 
swim ashore at Cox's Bazar beach 
Saturday after his boat sank. 

"High waves tossed our boat 
about and it suddenly went 
down," Alam told The Associated 
Press from his hospital bed. 
"Only four of us managed to swim 
ashore."

The Daily Star correspondent 
from Barisal reported 24 people 
missing or feared dead, as seven 
fishing trawlers and motorboats 
capsized in the rough Bay. 

Thirty-six of the 60 fishermen 
on the lost vessels were rescued 
ashore, Kuakata residents said 
yesterday evening.

Other  f ishermen rescued 
Mainuddin, who swam for hours 
after his trawler FB Alauddin 
along with two motorboats cap-
sized near Narkel Baria off the 
coast Saturday afternoon.

The monsoon depression over 
the central Bay and its adjoining 
area moved northwest and was 
centred about 770km southwest 
of Chittagong port, 735km south-
west of Cox's Bazar Port and 
585km southwest of Mongla Port. 

It is likely to intensify further 
and cross the Orissa coast near 
Bhubaneswar by this morning, a 
special weathercast by the mete-
orological department said. 

(Material of AP, Reuters and 
BSS has been used in this report)
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yesterday, also did not receive any 
fresh warrant of arrest. A jail official 
said the bail order did not reach the 
Dhaka Central Jail till 7.30pm last 
night.

The HC granted ad interim bail 
for two months to Faruque, 
arrested on May 22, in nine out of 
15 cases filed by the Bureau of Anti 
Corruption.

The court also issued rule upon 
the government to explain why the 
petitioner should not be granted 
regular bail.

Faruque will stay out of trouble 
if warrant of arrest is not issued in 
any of six other cases pending 
against the top man of a leading 
NGO. 

A top prison official told The 
Daily Star last night he was 
unaware of any new arrest warrant 
until them but he would not be 
surprised if there is one by the 
morning today. 

Guarded by an army of police, 
Faruque went to DMCH at 12 noon.

"We sent him for medical 
check-up as he was suffering from 
diabetes," said a prison official. 

A doctor of medicine did gen-
eral check-up in the hospital after 
Faruque underwent echocardio-
graphy (ECG), X-ray and ophthal-
mologic  (eye) tests. 

During the two-hour stay there, 
police did not allow any journalists 
to talk with Faruque and kept lens 
men at bay. 

Meanwhile, the Observatory for 
the Protection of Human Rights 
Defenders (OPHRD) yesterday 
urged the government to release 
Faruque, says a Proshika press 
release.

In a letter to Prime Minister 

Khaleda Zia on June 10, president 
of the Paris-based rights group, 
Sidiki Kaba, and director, Erick 
Sottas, said Proshika has been 
playing a vital role in protecting 
women's rights and ensuring good 
governance in Bangladesh.

The letter also observed that the 
allegations brought against the 
Proshika chief and other officials 
are bailable.

Proshika chief 

Meteorite 
smashes 
thru' NZ 
home
REUTERS, Wellington

A grapefruit-sized meteorite 
smashed through the roof of a New 
Zealand house, hitting a couch and 
bouncing off the ceiling before 
coming to rest under a computer. 

The 2.9 pound chunk of space 
debris dropped out of the sky and 
plummeted through the tiled roof 
of the Auckland home on Saturday. 

"I was in the kitchen doing break-
fast and there was this almighty 
explosion," owner Brenda Archer 
told the Sunday Star-Times newspa-
per. 

"It was like a bomb had gone off. 
I couldn't see anything, there was 
just dust." 

Archer's one-year-old grandson 
had been playing nearby minutes 
before it hit. 

It is only the ninth meteorite 
found in New Zealand and the first 
to hit a home. 

The Archers, who are following 
expert advice by drying the rock 
out in their oven, plan to sell it or 
give it to a museum. 

Experts believe the meteorite, a 
chunk of an asteroid, could be worth 
more than $6,300, the newspaper 
said. 

No more 
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prevents the reuse of contaminated 
syringes and needles, and eliminates 
unauthorised packaging, resale or 
reuse of equipment.

AD syringes have either fixed or 
detachable needles. Detachable 
needles can only be used with the 
syringes with which they are pro-
vided, eliminating the reuse of nee-
dles.

Health Secretary AFM Sarwar 
Kamal told The Daily Star, "We have 
a commitment of US$ 7.3 million for 
three years from GAVI. It will enable 
us to immediately purchase AD 
syringes for use in the Extended 
Programme of Immunisation (EPI)." 

"To receive the fund we had to 
approve the National Policy on 
Injection Safety in Bangladesh."

EPI is expected to start using AD 
syringes as soon as the government 
makes the first purchase from 
abroad through open tender. All 
routine vaccinations will hopefully 
be able to use AD syringes by the end 
of the year, health ministry sources 
said.

Sources in the ministry said the 
government has committed itself to 
continuing the use of AD syringes 
even after the expiry of the three-year 
period. In that case, it will allocate Tk 
10 crore annually for safe injection 
practices by EPI. 

Meanwhile, the ministry has 
formed a 21-member committee to 
suggest safe disposal of the AD 
syringes. "We don't want to inciner-
ate the plastic AD syringes as they 
may affect the environment by 
generating toxic waste. So we've 
formed the committee to suggest 
best practices to dispose of the waste 
after use," said the health secretary.

GAVI has earmarked funds also 
for the private sector to convince 
them to shift to AD syringes. The 
private sector will come under man-
datory use of the AD as soon as the 
local industries manufacturing 
syringes are capable of making the 
same.

UNB, Dhaka

European Commission Trade 
Commissioner Pascal Lamy pledged 
to help Bangladesh weather possible 
shocks from phasing out of the MFA, 
asking the government to come up 
with imaginative but feasible pro-
posals for the bailout.

His assurance came when 
Commerce Minister Altaf Hossain 
Choudhury met him at the EC office 
in Brussels Saturday to convince him 
of the need to ease some conditions 
of the rules of origin (ROO) that 
determine business concessions 
from the European countries.

According to a message received 
here yesterday, Lamy said the EC is 
now framing a new GSP (generalised 
system of preference) scheme with 
favourable ROO that will come into 
effect in 2006.

He admitted that some transi-
tional measures are needed in the 
meantime to help RMG-producing 
countries to face the problem associ-
ated with quota elimination through 
the phasing out of Multi-fibre 
Agreement (MFA).

Lamy said he is "fully aware" of 
the problems Bangladesh may face 
following MFA phase-out on January 
1, 2005, and will do his best to devise 
some useful mechanism to help face 
the challenge.

He however suggested that 
countries like Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Laos, Cambodia who fear adverse 
situation after quota elimination 
may benefit by directly approaching 
advanced developing countries that 
are tending to monopolise the mar-
ket.

He also advised that countries like 
Bangladesh, who fear uneven com-
petition in the post-MFA era, should 
talk to other international players on 
this issue.

"The giant RMG producers 
should be aware of the consequence 

of their unbridled monopolisation of 
the global RMG market," he said, 
emphasising that Bangladesh 
apparel producers should try to 
explore the Japanese market.

Currently Bangladesh has little or 
no access to the huge Japanese RMG 
market, he noted.

Calling upon the EC to ensure 
effective market access in the EU for 
the least developed countries, Altaf 
s a i d  t h e  m u c h - a p p r e c i a t e d  
Everything But Arms (EBA) initiative 
of the EC could not deliver expected 
results due to the stringent ROO.

The commerce minister drew 
attention to the fact that elimination 
of quotas by the end of the year 
threatened Bangladesh with a major 
unemployment crisis. 

He pointed out that more than 3 
lakh workers will be jobless even if 
only 20 percent of the 3,400 RMG 
industries of Bangladesh shut down 
in the wake of quota elimination. 
About 1.8 million workers, 80 per-
cent of them women, are employed 
in the garment industries of 
Bangladesh.

Explaining the difficulties 
Bangladesh faces to meet the condi-
tions tagged with the GSP scheme, 
mainly due to limited textile base, he 
drew attention to the fact that relaxed 
ROO enabled Bangladesh to raise its 
RMG exports to Canada by as much 
as 140 percent in 2003.

Replying to a query, Altaf 
informed the EC trade commis-
sioner that the government has 
formed a National Coordination 
Council to reconcile conflicting 
interests of the RMG exporters and 
textile producers. 

He mentioned that the govern-
ment is seeking to adopt a balanced 
strategy so that the interests of the 
RMG sector can be duly protected 
without harming the local textile 
industries.

EC commissioner 
pledges help after 
MFA phase out 

10,000 taken
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the United Nations (UN) estimate.
Terming trafficking in women 

and children a gross violation of 
human rights, speakers at the cere-
mony said comprehensive and 
integrated approach is absolutely 
imperative to combat human traf-
ficking. 

The minister said that her minis-
try has undertaken two projects in 
the light of the report to prevent 
trafficking of children, juveniles and 
women.  

Secretary to the Women Affairs 
Ministry Mortuza Hossain Munshi 
said that a large number of children 
and women are trafficked from 
Bangladesh for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation and camel jockeying.   

Pointing out the key recommen-
dations of the report, Regional 
Representative of International 
Organisation for Migration Shahidul 
Haque called for intervention from 
the governments of the countries 
between which human trafficking 
takes place.

He also stressed integrated and 
comprehensive migration to address 
the problem.

"My ministry will do whatever is 
possible to combat trafficking," said 
Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas 
Employment Minister Quamrul 
Islam. 

From now on, any women going 
abroad for jobs will have to obtain 
approval from the ministry, he said. 

The speakers identified India, 
Pakistan and Middle Eastern coun-
tries as the destination or transit 
countries in trafficking from 
Bangladesh.

Describing the measures to 
combat trafficking as at the top of the 
agenda of her government, the 
N o r w e g i a n  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  
Bangladesh Aud Lise Norheim said 
her government is very keen to help 
Bangladesh to beat the menace of 
human trafficking.

improve security under a U.N. reso-
lution approved unanimously by the 
U.N. Security Council on Tuesday. 

After the handover of sovereignty, 
detainees held by the Iraqi authori-
ties will be subject to Iraqi law. But 
current prisoners who are not 
released because they face penal 
charges will remain under the pro-
tection of the Geneva Conventions, 
Doumani said. 

In an interview published 
Saturday in the daily Neue Zuercher 
Zeiting, ICRC President Jakob 
Kellenberger said it was unclear 
which authorities the Red Cross 
should deal with after the transfer of 
sovereignty. 

The ICRC is empowered under 
the 1949 Geneva Conventions to visit 
prisoners of war and other detainees 
and make sure their care meets 
international standards. 

"In principle all prisoners of war 
and interned civilians must be 
released July 1," Kellenberger said. "If 
prisoners remain under the respon-
sibility of the multinational troops, 
then we'll have to check whom we 
should report to. We will negotiate 
directly with the Iraqi authorities 
over our visits to prisoners in their 
care." 

Kellenberger noted that the legal 
status of Iraqi detainees remained 
unclear and that every person has the 
right to know on what grounds they 
are being held prisoner. 

The neutral ICRC, which began 
visiting detainees of the coalition 
immediately after the March 2003 
invasion of Iraq, has been complain-
ing privately to U.S. authorities about 
mistreatment of prisoners. 

But the complaints were made 
public only when a written ICRC 
report was leaked following the 
publication of photographs showing 
U.S. guards mistreating and humili-
ating detainees. 
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