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Miles

VS
Malik

HARUN UR RASHID

HE lawsuit filed by popular
rock band of the country,
Miles, against Indian music
director Anu Malik for alleged
tunelifting has been the talk of the
town in recent days. Miles filed the

Anu Malik

case with the Kolkata High Court
against the Bollywood musician for
'copying the tune, breaks, fillers
and arrangements' of the band's
most popular number Phiriye Dao
Amar Prem and using it in the
soundtrack Ja Jan-e Jana for the
film Murder, says a Miles press
release.

'Tt all came to my knowledge
through an SMS from a fan in
Dhaka,' says Hamin Ahmed, the
guitarist-vocal of the band. 'Later
we received more messages and
calls informing Malik's copying the
whole musical arrangement of the

The Miles bnd mmbers

Miles number including the spe-
cific guitar parts ditto' he claims.
'Thelyrics are ashadow of ours, the
tune is the same,' claims Hamin.
'Even the beat breakup, the use of
guitar and filler notes are the
same.'

'Tustice SK Mukherjee, on hear-
ing the petition, took prima facie
cognizance of the matter and
passed aninterim order restraining
the respondents from keeping the
controversial number (Ja Jan-e
Jana) on the film's original sound-
track,' says the Miles press release.
'The respondents have also been
barred from manufacturing, sell-
ing, distributing or marketing any
music cassette or compact disc
containing the song or any other
"colourable imitation" of the band
Miles' said musical work.'

The writ petition was filed also
against the recording label of the
film Murder, Saregama India Ltd.
Pratap Chatterjee sought a court
order for the seizure of the entire
batch of soundtrack software from
the Dum Dum studio of Saregama.

Our Kolkata correspondent
informs that Miles' allegation, as
far as the Bollywood and
Tollywood (West Bengal's filmi
para) is concerned, has not created
a stir. 'It is as if, lifting a tune from
any composer is a common rou-
tine. Malik, when contacted on the
cell on June 8, refused to comment
simply as the matter was sub-

judice.'

Meanwhile, music director Anu
Malik, in an interview with The
Times of India, said recently, 'T am
surprised and shocked at the alle-
gations over the songs of Murder.
First, I deny that the songs were
lifted illegally." Mahesh Bhatt
acquired the rights of the songs
from a Pakistani singer Aamir Jalal.
'Twas asked to rearrange the songs,
which I did. More than this I have
nothingto say,' Malik said.

Mahesh Bhatt, the director of
the film, pointed out, when con-
tacted by our Correspondent in
Kolkata over the phone, that the
song that Miles was complaining
about had not been used in the
film. However, he admitted that
the rights for the tune of the song Ja
Jan-e Jana which is available in the
audiocassette of Murder has been
bought from a Pakistani singer and
not from Miles.

Shafin Ahmed, vocalist of Miles,
admits that he has heard of this.
He, however, does not consider
this as of much concern for them.
'Our album, which contains this
particular track, was released in
Dhaka in 1993," says Hamin. In
India, the song appeared in the
1997 release Best of Miles Vol. 1
from the production label Asha
Audio. 'Everything will be settled
by the Court,' says a confident
Shafin.
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'Recitation now extends
to fairytales'--Rupa

NOVERA DEEPITA

R UPA Chakraborty is one of the most acclaimed

modern day recitation artistes. A winner of the

Golam Mustafa Award, introduced by the
recitation group Abritti Angan, her voice captures
many an audience with its impeccable diction and
modulation. Apart from recitation, she is a teacher in
the International Language Institute of Dhaka Univer-
sitywhere she teaches Bangla to the non-Bangalis.

Recitation is her passion and she seeks to promote
this art nationally. As she says 'While 30 years ago
recitation was a nascent art, today it has assumed
social responsibility and counts as an art form. A
responsive audience looks at the rhythm, style and
emotion depictedinrecitation.'

In the past, recitation merely served as filler of
cultural programmes. But now independent
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programmes on recitation are being held. ''Nowadays
we arereciting even fairytales like Thakurmar Jhuli. As
in theatre, we play the characters such as the monster,
prince, king, queen and witch,' says Rupa. According
to her, recitation has no boundaries. Each and every
field of literature can be the medium of recitation. The
artistes now recite plays, letters, songs, scripts and
even novels. 'This art form is derived straight from
literature and captures the sorrow, joy, love, devotion
and passion in the voice of the reciter,' says Rupa. '
There is no alternative to regular practice to becoming
anexpertinanyartform,'she says.

Rupa started recitation at a very young age. As a
student of Kishorimohan Girls School in Sylhet she
was very much involved with the extra curricular
activities. She recalled, 'The girls used to perform
dance with my recitation of the famous poems like Juta
Abiskar, Shamanya Khati, Biday Abhishap and Karna
Kunti Shangbad. The teachers would call on me to
arrange the recitation programmes of our school
because of mygood accent."'

After several years, when she was a student of the
Dhaka University she formed a recitation group called
Swanan in 1985. One year later the group included
children in recitation. Currently they have two work-
shops a year--one for the adults and another for the
children.

Rupasuggested, 'We have come along way from the
time of Kazi Shabyashachi, Shambhu Mitra, Pradip
Ghosh and Partho Ghosh. Their style was totally differ-
ent as compared to that of Golam Mustafa, Syed
Hassan Imam or Fateh Lohani.' Rupa had to say that
our style of recitation and the passion is quite different
from that of Kolkata. '"The spirit and the emotion is
deeply rooted in our soil." Rupa analyses. 'Even the
expression of love in a recitation is quite different.’
Rupa thinks that the style of the Kolkata people is
artisticwhile here itis more connected with reality.

Finally Rupa said that the media could play a very
strong role in promoting and advancing the art of
recitation.

REUTERS

ERSAHAD KAMOL
N the second day of the silver jubilee
celebration of Bangladesh Film Archive
(BFA), which started on June 8, a seminar

was held at the poet Sufia Kamal

Auditorium.

Zakir Hossain Raju read the keynote paper on
The Role of Film Archive in Research Work on Cin-
ema. Presided over by playwright Selim Al Deen, the
paper was later discussed by Anupam Hayat, Chashi
NazrulIslam, Morshedul Islam and Sajedul Awal.

Zakir's article dealt with numerous topics without
any definite focus on any subject. This was criticised
by the discussants as the article failed to give a clear
indication of the role of archive in Bangladeshi cin-
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(R-L) Khan Ataur Rahman, Sumita Devi and Anwa

Syed Mahbubur Rahman, the Director General of
Department of Films and Publications, and Aminul
Islam, the Director General of Bangladesh Film
Archive, took partin an open discussion. The former
gave some hope to solve the infra-structural prob-
lems of BFA, while the latter pointed out the lack of
interest in films among the young generation of the
country. 'As a result they do not know the facilities
thatthey can get from BFA', Aminul Islam said.

After the seminar, BFA showed a short film Inci-
dent at the Owl of Creek Bridge directed by Robert
Enrico. It was followed by Zahir Raihan's Kancher
Deyal.

Kancher Deyal presents Sumita Devi as a middle
class maiden who lives a miserablelife in her uncle's
joint family . The story revolves around the ill-fated
girl, who by stroke of luck wins a lottery of Taka one
lac. Soon after this she senses the drastic change of
hostile attitude of herrelatives. Finally, however, the
girl decides to leave the house. In the film Khan
Ataur Rahman plays his role adroitly in the male
lead.

Hrittik Ghatok's film Titas Ekti Nodir Naam,
adapted from Adwaita Malla Barman's novel of the
same name, deals with the lifestyle of the fishermen
who live on the river Titash. Golam Mostafa, Kabori,
Probir Mitra and Rawshon Jamil's bold appearance
on the screen could successfully portray the decay-
ing fishermen community of the country.

Directorial work and the cinematography of the
film were worth mentioning. The film's screening

The Van Halen reunion is looking to
be one of the biggest tours of the
summer.

It marks the first time in almost a
decade that Eddie Van Halen, Alex
Van Halen, Michael Anthony and
Sammy Hagar have graced the same
stage.

"It just felt right," drummer Alex
Van Halen says. "Sammy and I got
together, and it was like we hadn't
missed a beat. The moment we hit
the studio and started making music,
thatwasit.

The tour, which kicks off today in

Greensboro, N.C., has seen record
sellouts.

DONALD Duck, one of Walt
Disney's most endearing char-
acters, is celebrating his 70th
birthday. Celebrations will be
taking place at Disney resorts
and other venues across the
globe to mark the milestone.
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Donald was first seen on 9
June 1934 in an animated
cartoon called the Wise Little
Hen. The famous duck has
gone on to feature in hundreds
of cartoons and comic strips,
which have been translated
into dozens oflanguages.

charm. 'He has his grumpy
periods, he has his mad peri-
ods, he's always trying to do the
right thing but ends up in a
mess. But I think that his char-
acter traits will never change
and I don't think he will ever,
ever grow old--he will stay

In Disneyland Paris, a cake
with 70 candles will be pre-
sented to Donald during a
birthday party. He will also

leave prints of his webbed feet Youngatheart.'

in a walk of fame, next to i
handprints by stars such as Donald's Feature Films
Bruce Willis and Sharon Stone. Reluctant Dragon (1941)
to organise the event, said that .

the secret of Donald's long L o)
appeal lay in his mischievous

Garfield goes Hollywood for new movie

Hollywood has all
sorts of cats. Cool
cats like Jack
Nicholson and
Pussycat Doll
Carmen Electra. On
Friday, it gets fussy,
rebellious, selfish,
ego-driven fat cat
Garfield. He fits
rightin.

Garfield: The
Movie hits theatres
with one goal in
mind: cracking
wise. And the cre-
ator of the daily
comic strip about
the tiger-striped tabby with a mind for mischief and a taste for lasagna
said he would not have itany other way.

'T only get 25 words or less everyday. What happens when Garfield
gets 85 minutes. It's another way to entertain ... and, therefore, another
challenge, Jim Davis said.

For 25 years, Davis has sat in front of his drawing board and
delighted fans with his observations of normal people and everyday life
funneled through the mind of the curmudgeonly cat, who is owned by
the fictional Jon Arbuckle.

Garfield is syndicated in 2,600 newspapers world-wide and read by
some 260 million people. He plays pranks, which kids like. He is inde-
pendent, which appeals to teens. He sits in his chair all day, watching
TVand eating. Adults dig that.

Gowarikar shoots Swades at Nasa

Nasa's Kennedy Space Centre
at Florida in the US generally
reverberates to the awesome
roar and thunder of huge
rockets taking off. But, recently
it was echoing to a different
type of action - one that
involved Bollywood actor Shah
Rukh Khan and film techni-
cians who had landed at the
space Centre to make a block-
buster.

Oscar-nominated Lagaan
director Ashutosh Gowarikar
and his crew are now back in
Mumbai after shooting the
final scenes for his latest ven-
ture Swades at the Launch Pad
39A, from where the massive
Saturn V rockets blasted off to
the moon in the late 60s and
early 70s. Gowarikar could have easily opted for the elaborate sets at a
film studio but instead chose to shoot at the space centre to add
authenticity to the movie.

'Ashutosh is the first Indian filmmaker to make a film that required
thelead actor to shootinside Nasa,' said Shah Rukh.

Khan's character in Swades is a scientist working on an Earth-
observing satellite launched on a fictional shuttle mission. Nasa's next
real shuttle mission, STS-114, is scheduled to lift offin 2007.

Though quite techno-savvy, the film is not in the sci-fi genre. It is
about an NRI who leaves his motherland for greener pastures but
rediscovers his roots and returns to his own country.

Gowarikar said that he decided to shoot at Nasa because it stands for
the highestlevel of technological exploration and everything modern.

Courtney Love faces arrest warrant

A warrant has been
issued for the arrest of
Courtney Love for
allegedly attacking a
woman with a bottle
andatorchata party.

The charge stems
from an incident at a
Earty atthe Los Angeles

ome of Love's former
manager Jim Barber.

Love has been in
and out of court
recently on a variety of
charges - mostly
involving drugs.

In May, Love was
charged in New York
after allegedly hitting a
fan with a microphone
stand ataclub.

Love, whose husband, Nirvana singer Kurt Cobain, killed himself in
their Seattle home in 1994, gained fame with her band Hole and her role
inthe film The People vs Larry Flynt.

Sherecentlyreleased asolo album, America's Sweetheart.

Source: Internet
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