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THE FUTURE IS HERE: The young footballers of the country wait for the inauguration of the Pioneer League at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Slater set to
say goodbye

AFP, Sydney

Former Australian Test opener
Michael Slater is set to announce
hisretirement here on Wednesday.

A press conference has been
scheduled where Slater is expected
tocallitaday.

Slater's career has been in
danger of finishing for the past six
months after he was hospitalised
with reactive arthritis in
December.

Unable to walk for some time
because of the disease, Slater took
no part in the latter half of the
Australian season for New South
Wales.

At 34, he would have trouble
forcing his way back in the NSW
line-up and his hopes of a Test
recallhave vanished.

Slater made his Test debut on
the 1993 Ashes tour to England and
played 74 Tests, scoring 5,312 runs
at an average of 42.83 with 14 cen-
turies.

His top score was 219 against Sri
Lankain Perthin 1995-96.

He played 216 first-class
matches over 12 years for Australia,
NSW and Derbyshire, scoring
14,912 runs at40.85.

Slater will be remembered as a
shot-maker who formed one half of
Australia's most productive open-
ing partnership with former skip-
per Mark Taylor.

'"Roteiro’ kicks
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But the ball counts as fans some of
the world's best players, including
England's David Beckham and
France's Zinedine Zidane.

"The most important thing for
me is to know that I can rely on the
ball to go exactly where [ want it to
go," said Beckham after the ball
waslaunched earlier this year.

"I think it is great to kick and it's
going to be a great ball to play with.
Keepers are going to have a very
tough time," the Real Madrid star,
who has a sponsorship deal with
adidas, added.

Portugal winger Cristiano
Ronaldo, who plays for
Manchester United, said he is
unfazed by the new ball.

"It is faster than other balls and
curves more, but I believe it is a
matter of getting used to it. For me

India, SA look for a way out

IW' Cricket

REUTERS/AFP, New Delhi

A cramped international schedule
has caused itinerary problems for
South Africa's tour to India later
this year, India's cricket board said
on Monday.

The two boards were unable to
agree whether they should play
only Tests or one-dayers during the
November series because there
was no time to complete a full
series, Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) president
Jagmohan Dalmiya said in a state-
ment.

"The real problem is that we are
having to squeeze in a two-month
schedule into a one-month cap-
sule," Dalmiya said.

The United Cricket Board (UCB)
of South Africa has proposed a one-
day tour but the BCCI wants a Test
series, he added.

Dalmiya said he would discuss
the issue with UCB president
Raymond Mali during an
International Cricket Council
(ICC) meet in Dubai this week, but

added the matter, if unresolved,
could go before the ICC.

According to the terms of recip-
rocation, South Africa would have
been expected to play three Tests
and seven one-day matches, the
number played by India on their
last tour of South Africain2001-02.

With both teams free to face
each other only in November, it is
impossible to fit in that many
games during the four-week
period.

Both teams play in the ICC
Champions Trophy in England in
September. India then host
Australia for four Tests in October-
November while England are to
begin their South African tour in
early December.

There has already been some
controversy after the BCCI said
that it would not be able to provide
guarantees that South Africans
Herschelle Gibbs and Nicky Boje
will not face action by Indian police
when they arrive for the tour.

Dalmiya said he was unable to
give a guarantee saying the Indian
board had no jurisdiction in police
matters.

Opening batsman Gibbs and

spinner Boje were implicated in
the match-fixing charges that
brought down late South African
captain Hansie Cronje on the
country'slast tour to India, in 2000.

Dalmiya, however, blamed the
ICCfor the tourimpasse, saying the
10-year Test calender was a "blun-
der."

The UCB has expressed unhap-
piness over the itinerary submitted
by India, saying the Indians were
indifferent towards the tour.

But Dalmiya, a former ICC
president, said the 10-year sched-
ule drawn up for Test nations by
the sport's world governing body
was causing problems in drawing
up theitinerary.

"If I have to blame someone, it
would be the ICC for the blunder in
drawingup the 10-year schedule.

"The South Africans have
declined to postpone England's
tour by a week or two, which gives
us less than a month to organise
something," Dalmiyasaid.

"But it's not as serious as is
being made out in the media. I am
meeting UCB president Ray Maliin
Dubai on Thursday and I am sure a
solution will be found."

Streak for Zimbabwe ban

Cricket

AFP, London

Heath Streak, the deposed
Zimbabwe captain, has called for
his country to be banned from all
international cricket until the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) investigates allegations of
racial discrimination against the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union (ZCU).

Streak's claims that
Zimbabwe's selectors were dis-
criminating against white players
led to him being sacked as captain
in April and provoked 15 rebels to
walk out.

"I don't think other countries
should be playing Test or one-day
cricket against Zimbabwe until the
current crisis has been resolved,"
hetold the Daily Telegraph.

but they maybe have to force the
two parties involved to talk and to
try to come up with some sort of
resolution.

"I hope that things are redeem-
able and that the damage can be
repaired.

"But there is increasing polaris-
ation between the two parties, and
the longer it goes on the more
difficult it's going to be to get an
agreement."

Streak, who has decided to
move to England to play for
Warwickshire, insisted his demand
for an international ban was based
on cricketing rather than political
reasons.

"Players are being discrimi-
nated against because they are
white, which is the main problem,"
hesaid.

"But it isn't a purely black and
white thing. There's also regional

Streak had already decided to
play county cricket before falling
out with the ZCU but he now fears
hisinternational careeris over.

"I hope that my Zimbabwe
career isn't finished. But, in my
heart of hearts, it's difficult to see
how I can play again unless the ICC
getinvolved."

Zimbabwe's future as a Test
team will be discussed when
cricket chiefs from India, South
Africaand Australia meet ZCU boss
Peter Chingoka in Dubai on
Thursday.

Sources say the Dubai discus-
sions about the on-going crisis will
form the basis for a final decision
on Zimbabwe's future at the ICC's
annual conference in June.

England are due to tour
Zimbabwe in October but last
month's Test series with Australia
was suspended after Zimbabwe

anyballwill do," he said. "It's a difficult one for the ICC,  discriminationaswell." were humiliated by Sri Lanka.
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Rating Chess

SPORTS REPORTER

Thirty players jointly led the table
with full two points each after end
of the second round games of the
Open FIDE Rating Chess competi-
tionatthe NSCyesterday.

In this round, International
Master Abdullah Al Rakib beat
Sabab, FIDE Master Abu Sufian
Shakil beat Zaker, Shiekh Nasir
Ahmed beat Badrul, Khondkar
Aminul Islam beat Sumon,
Saifuddin Lavlu beat Riyad, Abdul
Maleq beat Shamim, Debraj beat
Afzal, Rani Hamid beat Masuda,
Abdur Rouf beat Arman, Moha-
mmad Javed beat Siraj, Mahfuzur
Rahman Emon beat Chapal while
Parag drewwith Farhad.

CJKS school TT

CU CORRESPONDENT

Government Muslim High School
moved into the final of CJKS-
Aniruddha Barua Ani Memorial
School table tennis competition
yesterday.

Government Muslim High
School defeated Collegiate High
School in the second semi final 3-0
at the CJKS gymnasium.

In today's group final they play
Municipal Model High School.

SL Tests
crucial

for McGrath

AFP, sydney

Australia's two-Test cricket series
against Sri Lanka next month was
crucial for paceman Glenn
McGrath, chief selector Trevor
Hohnssaid on Tuesday.

Out of Test cricket for almost a
ﬁear with ankle problems, McGrath
ad unflattering returns in his
comeback to international one-
day cricket in Zimbabwe last
month.

National selection panel chair-
man Hohns admitted McGrath was
facing a important series to get
backinto Test cricket.

"He's not so much under pres-
sure," Hohns said on Tuesday. "But
it's an important one for him ... we
certainly need to find out what's
leftthere."

If McGrath cannot trouble Sri
Lanka's batsmen in Darwin and
Cairns in early July, his Test future
will be in serious doubt.

In 95 Tests McGrath has taken
430 wickets -- second only to leg-
spinner Shane Warne (517) among
Australians, and sixth on the all-
time list.

With five more wickets he will
have only Muttiah Muralitharan,
Courtney Walsh and Warne ahead
ofhim.

Fellow fast bowler Brad
Williams came home early from
the tour of Zimbabwe with a back
strain.

Scans cleared him of any serious
damage but he's no certainty to
play against Sri Lanka.

"At this stage, if Brad Williams is
chosen, itwill be subject to a fitness
test," Hohns said.

If Williams wasn't passed fit it
would open the door for young
South Australian quick Shaun Tait.

Kiwis call
up Butler

BBC ONLINE, undated

Ian Butler has been added to the
New Zealand squad for the
NatWest one-day series in England
to replace the injured paceman
Shane Bond.

Bond was forced to miss the
Test series against England and it
had already been decided that he
would be flying home to recover
from his back condition.

Butler, 22, has played seven
Tlests and 10 one-day internation-
als.

He is the only change from an
initial squad named in May to take
partin the triangular tournament.

All-rounder Chris Harris, bats-
man Hamish Marshall and
wicketkeeper Gareth Hopkins will
also be joining the squad shortly,
with Chris Martin and Mark
Richardsonreturninghome.

Harris is New Zealand's most
capped one-day player with 240
appearances.

But it will be Hopkins' first
chance at international level and
he will provide cover when
Brendon McCullum flies home for
the birth of his first child.

The NatWest Series begins on 24
June when New Zealand face
England in a day-night game and
culminates in the final at Lord's on
10July.

West Indies are the third team
taking part and theg have also
named their squad, but England
areyettodoso.
One-DaySquad
Steﬁhen Fleming (captain),
Nathan Astle, Ian Butler, Chris
Cairns, Chris Harris, Gareth
Hopkins, Hamish Marshall,
Brendon McCullum, Craig
McMillan, Kyle Mills, Jacob Oram,
Michael Papps, Scott Styris, Daryl
Tuffey, Daniel Vettori.

NFL disappoints
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footballleague after 2000.

The final round of the last three
competitions was staged in the
capital but if the Bangladesh
Football Federation don't get pos-
session of the Ban%abandhu
National Stadium then Chittagong
is expected to be the venue for the
firsttime.

Asians go all out

AFP, Hong Kong

Asian foot-
ball's heavy-
weights will
seek to edge
closer to a
place in the

ey 2006 World
PEVTSCHLAND | Cup finals as
the nextround

of the region's
marathon qualifying tournament
takes place Wednesday.

Three of Asia's strongest sides --
Japan, South Korea and China --
head into the latest round brim-
ming with confidence after recent
morale-boosting victories over
European opposition.

Japan are likely extend theirlead
at the top of Group 3 and maintain
their 100 per cent start to qualifying
when they take onIndiain Saitama.

The Japanese have just returned
home from a successful tour of
Europe which included an impres-
sive victory over the Czech
Republic in Prague and a 1-1 draw
with England in Manchester last
week.

Japan's coach Zico has seen
injuries deprive him of key players,
including Europe-based stars
Hidetoshi Nakata and Junichi
Inamoto.

But the Brazilian legend is
confident his side will be too strong
forIndia and has been toying with a
six-man attackin training.

Nevertheless Zico has warned
Japan against complacency.

"We must forget everything
about playing squarely against
European powerhouses, not to
become overconfident. If we
underestimate India, we will have a
slapin the face," Zicowarned.

"We must be patient to score
and try to put pressure on them
from the very beginning of the
game."

A total of 32 teams split into
eight groups of four are taking part
in Asia's World Cup qualifying
tournament. The eight group
winners advance to final qualifying
nextyear.

In other matches Wednesday,
coach-less South Korea play
Vietnam looking for a victory to
preserve their lead at the top of
Group?7.

South Korea, who reached the
semi-finals of the World Cup two
years ago, have had a shaky spell
culminating in a humiliating 0-0
draw against the Maldives in their
mostrecent qualifierin March.

That result led to the sacking of
coach Humberto Coelho, but a 2-1
win over Turkey last Saturday has
restored some confidence.

In Group 4, meanwhile, China
should have little difficulty in
overcoming Malaysia in Tianjin to
make it three wins out of three.

China, coached by legendary
former Dutch international Arie
Haan, bounced back from a disas-

trous tour of Europe earlier this
year to post a 2-1 victory over
Hungarylastweek.

Haan, who is also building
towards July's Asian Cup to be
hosted by China, said the win over
the Hungarians had sent confi-
dence pumping through his team.

"The excitement from the vic-
tory against Hungary is still in the
team and will continue against
Malaysia," said Haan, a member of
the legendary 'total football
Netherlands teams of the 1970s.

China are hot favourites, having
won their opening two games in
Group 4 of the Asian Zone qualifi-
ers, beating minnows Hong Kong
1-0, and crucially, sealing a 1-0
victory over fancied Kuwait.

Malaysia, on the other hand,
have lost both their opening
clashes.

"Although we won't be compla-
cent, there will be no problem, we
will win the match," Chinese
midfielder Li Xiaopeng told report-
ers at the team's training camp in
Xianghe, Hebei province.

Amongst the powerful West
Asian teams, Saudi Arabia face a
crucial game with Turkmenistan to
determine who goes top in Group
8. Both sides are level on six points
after the opening two rounds.

Another intriguing battle is on
the cards in Tehran, where
unbeaten Iran and Jordan meet in
Group 1.

Pakistan rope in
Richards

ﬁ Cricket

AFP, Karachi

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Monday said they had finally
convinced former South African
great Barry Richards to serve as
cricket consultant for their
national academy in Lahore.

"Richards will come for 30 days
in a year as consultant for not only
the national academy but would
add to our commitment to secure
our future," PCB chief executive
Ramiz Raja told AFP.

Richards, who played four Tests
in 1969-70 as a dashing opener
before South Africa were banned
for the country's apartheid poli-
cies, rejected the PCB's offer to
become full time coach two years
ago due to his commitments as
television commentator.

Richards is the second foreigner
Pakistan has sought to train its
academy trainees after former
Australian captain Greg Chappell
agreed to serve as consultant and

to tour Pakistan next month.

"Our main problem is batting
and through these two great play-
ers our players will get useful guid-
ance," said Raja, also a former
captain.

"Both Richards and Chappell
are great thinkers, have good ideas
so they would have encompassing
roles under which they would also
prepare our coaching manuals
which suit our conditions.

"Due to less movement our
batsmen play more towards the
on-side and the manuals would
teach them how to play these shots
correctlyunder all conditions."

Raja denied the PCB was spend-
inglavishly onits foreign hirings.

The PCB built the national
academy at a cost of around 60
million rupees (around one million
dollars) in 2002 through sponsor-
ships and also sought the services
of former England opener Geoff
Boycott, former Kent and Western
Australian coach Daryl Foster and
Surrey fielding coach Julian
Fountain.

Seedorf misses
out for Dutch

AFBP, Lisbon

Clarence Seedorf is to miss
Holland's opening European
Championships Group D tussle
with Germany with a hamstring
strain, coach Dick Advocaat
revealed.

"He will certainly be unavail-
able for a week," Advocaat told
tournament website
euro2004.com.

The 28-year-old AC Milan star
with 70 cags to his name will have
to rest for five days and then try to
resume training after suffering the
injury in last week's friendly loss to
the Republic of Ireland in
Amsterdam.

First tests on Sunday just after
the match showed no sign of a
serious injury but further tests
Monday suggested sufficient
damage to persuade the Dutch not
to take any chances as they chase
their second continental crown
after 1988.

Against the Germans, whom the
Dutch beat on the way to their
triumph 16 years ago, Seedorf's
midfield place will go to Rafael Van
derVaart of Ajax.

Group D also comprises the
Czech Republic, runners-up in
1996, and Euro virgins Latvia.

Catching
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where anyone could win the

series.'

Lara said he was prepared to
carry on as captain as he’is totally
motivated.

"I'm always committed to lead
this team. Over the last three and a
half days I was very committed to
lead this team and very committed
towin. AndifI'm committed to win
}[t means I'm committed long-

erm.

gets batting ache

Final scoreboard on the fourth day
of the second_ and final Test
between Bangladesh and the West
Indies at Sabina Park in Jamaica on
Monday:

BANGLADESH: First innings
284 (Baisya 48, Saleh 47, Mashud
§9 éf)aflque 30; Banks 4-87, Collins

WEST INDIES: First innings 559
for 4 declared (Sarwan 261 not out,
Lara 120, Chanderpaul 101 not out,
Devon 44; Aziz 1-76, Baisya 1-99,
Rafique 1-100)

SCOREBOARD
BANGLADESH-WINDIES TEST AVERAGES
REUTERS, London
Averages for the two-Test series between Bangladesh and the West Indies which
ended in Jamaica on Monday:
BANGLADESH
Batsman M I NO RUNS HS AVE SR 100 50
HBashar 2 4 0 235 113 5875 80.20 1 1
KMashud 2 4 1 144 103* 48.00 37.69 -
M Rafique 2 4 0 172 111 43.00 63.00 1
R Saleh 2 4 0 124 51 3100 34.83 - 1
MAshraful 2 4 0 107 81 2675 36.27 - 1
TBaisya 2 4 0 86 48 2150 45.98 -
M slam 1 2 0 42 35 2100 3589 -
JOmar 2 4 0 64 32 1600 3350 -
MRahman 2 4 0 23 22 575  25.00 -
H Sarker 2 4 0 19 10 475 46.34 -
F Hossain 1 2 0 7 5 350 2592 -
TareqAziz 2 4 4 2 10* - 1864 -
Bowler M O M R W Ave Best 5 10
MRahman 2 644 11 217 4 5425 4-65 -
M Rafique 2 79 15 221 4 5525 3-90 -
TBaisya 2 54 10 212 3 7066 2-87 -
TareqAziz 2 48 6 202 1 202.00 1-76 -
MAshraful 2 4 1 19 0 - - -
Rajin Saleh 2 13 1 36 0 - - -
M slam 1 28 2 100 0 - - -
WEST INDIES
Batsman M | NO RUNS HS AVE SR 100 50
R Sarwan 2 2 1 301 261* 301.00 6297 1 -
C Gayle 2 3 1 221 141 11050 54.97 1 1
SChanderpaul 2 2 1 108 101* 108.00 47.78 1 -
Brian Lara 2 2 0 173 120 86.50  77.57 1 1
Devon Smith 2 3 1 84 44 4200 4491 - -
DwayneSmith 2 1 0 42 42 4200 60.86 -
FidelEdwards 2 1 0 5 5 500 83.33 -
Pedro Collins 2 1 0 4 4 400 1333 -
Tino Best 2 2 0 7 4 350 1842 -
JLawson 1 1 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 -
RidleyJacobs 2 1 1 46  46* - 4742 -
Omari Banks 1 0 - - - - - -
Bowler M O M R w Ave Best 5 10
R Sarwan 2 48 19 105 8 1312 4-37 - -
P Collins 2 813 18 242 14 17.28 6-53 1
OBanks 1 44 7 127 6 2116 4-87 -
CGayle 2452 10 93 2 4650 1-33
F Edwards 2 60 8 205 4 5125 2-61
Tino Best 2 63 9 182 3 6066 1-32
JLawson 1 32 2 126 2 63.00 2-66
SChanderpaul 2 1 1 0 0 - -

BANGLADESH: Second innings
(overnight 66-3)

Omar c Dwayne b Best 5
Hannan Ibwb Collins 10
Basharlbwb Collins 77
Saleh c Dwayneb Collins 0
Manjarul c Larab Banks 35
Ashraful cLarab Sarwan 9
Mushfiq c Dwayneb Collins 0
Mashud c Sarwan b Banks 0
Rafique b Collins 2
Baisya c Sarwanb Collins 3
Aziznotout 5
Extras: (b-8,1b-6, w-8,nb-8) 30
Total: (Alloutin51 overs) 176

Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-24, 3-34, 4-
%gﬁ, 5-154, 6-154, 7-155, 8-160, 9-

Bowler O M R W
Collins 18 3 53 6
Best 10 0 32 1
Banks 13 2 40 2
Gayle 2 0 9 0
Dwayne 5 1 19 0
Sarwan 3 1 9 1
R, Merbdndies Mo e
estséries 1-0.

g/lan-of—the-match: Ramnaresh
arwan.

Man-of-the-series: Ramnaresh
Sarwan.

Novak advances
AFP, Halle

Fourth seed Czech Jiri Novak, the
highest seed to play on Monday,
easily moved into the second
round of the 790,000-euro ATP
grass court event here with a6-2, 6-
2win over Croatian Ivan Ljubicic.
The seeds did not all have it their
ownwayhowever.

Romanian Andrei Pavel, the
seventh seed, fell to Germany's
Alexander Popp 1-6, 6-4, 6-4 and
home hope Tommy Haas, back on
grass three years after his last match
on the surface and who benefited
from awildcard, went through 6-3, 6-
4 against Spain's eighth seed
Feliciano Lopez.

Haas, who had a shoulder injury
for most of last season and who won
at Houston this year, looks to have
come into form following below-par
showings during the clayseason.

Sixth seed Mardy Fish had a quick
victory, knocking out 2000 cham-
pion David Prinosil of Germany 6-4,
6-2, the American looking refreshed
after missing the French Open
because ofinjury.

France's Arnaud Clement also
further boosted his Wimbledon
preparations with a 6-1, 6-4 win over
Germany'sAlexander Waske.
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