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RECOMMENDATIONS

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Nature's Rhapsody
Organiser: ALOK

Venue: Shilparag, House 15, Road
16, Dhanmondi

Time: June 03-10, from 11:30am to
7:30pm

The exhibition marks the World
Environment Day on June 05

Title: Image Construction

Artist: Nahid-Ul-Islam

Venue: Alliance Francaise,26 Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Time: June 7-28, from 9 am to 12pm
and 5pmto8pm

Exhibition

Title: TOKAII

Artist: Rafiqun Nabi

Venue: Gallery Chitrak

Time: May 28-June 15, 10am-
9pm

The exhibition celebrates the
Silver Jubilee of the famous
cartoon character.

Print Exhibition

Etching, Engraving & Woodcut
Print

Artist: M Muslim Mia

Venue: La Gallery, Alliance
Frangaise de Dacca, 26 Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi

Time: June 04-18, from 9am-12pm &
5pmto8pm

Dance

Organiser: Nrittyanchal

Venue: Bangladesh Shishu Acad-
emyAuditorium
Dance Director:
Mukhopaddhaya
June 08

07:00 pm Dance Drama:
Chitrangada

Dr Mahua

German Film Show

Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film Soci-
ety & Goethe Institut

Venue: Goethe Institut, House-10,
Road-9 (new), Dhanmondi

Time: June 08-10

Scedule

June 08

5:00 pm The Andechs Feeling

6:30 pm Beer War

June 09

5:00 pm The Last Place on Earth

7:00 pm She is an Olympic Winner
June 10

5:00 pm Heal Hitler!

7:30 pm | Know the Way to the
Hofbrauhaus

Film Show

Organiser: Bangladesh Film Archive
Venue: National Museum auditorium
Time: June 08-10
Schedule
June 08
6:00 Shorts by Lumiere Brothers
Stop Genoside
7:00Asia
June 09
4:30 pm Incidence at Owlcreek
Bridge
Kancher Deal
7:00 Titash Ekti Nadir Nam
June 10
4:30 Dhruba
Ashundhara
8:00 OraEgaro Jan

Photography and
Archival Materials
Exhibhition

Organiser: Bangladesh FilmArchive
Venue: National Museum auditorium
lobby

7
<

l
'

A

Z

N
9

CULTURE

Afzal Hossain: An artiste
with diverse talents

'l have developed ad making as an art form’
S

ERrRSHAD KAMOL

FZAL Hossain is a well-known name on
the television circuit. From the mid-
1970s, when he made his debut on the
smallscreen, he hasbecome aniconasaroman-
tic hero. Later, he has contributed his talent to

many other branches of our cultural arena.

Afzal is a graduate of the Institute of Fine Arts
(IFA). He has also received training in graphics
design, illustration in particular, which helped
himin developinghis career.

In 1975 he joined Dhaka Theatre and was
enlisted in BTV as an actor in the same year. As
he says, 'Drama personality Jamil Ahmed
showed me the way to apply methods in practi-
cal work. In Dhaka Theatre, I basically got the
opportunity to apply my knowledge and creativ-
ity in art.  worked in the group as a set designer
and an actor as well. I continued theatre for nine
years. As we could not take acting professionally
in those days, I had to give up my theatrical
work. But, honestly, I plan to return to the thea-
tre.’

Nasiruddin Yousuffis Afzal's favourite direc-
toronstage.

About the famous Afzal-Suborna duo in the
romantic plays, Afzal says, 'Developing a
romantic pair in drama depends on a spontane-
ous equation.' He also recalls the good old days
when the local television programmes attracted
viewership from across the border. 'Tlearntin an
interview with the legendary Indian actor Uttam
Kumar that he also watched our TV dramas
regularly. The viewers of Kolkata were apprecia-
tive of the Bangladeshi drama artistes during
the early 1980's. But the situation seems to have

Silver jubilee
celebration of
Bangladesh Film

s

changed drasticallynow.'

Afzal has performed in three full-length
films. He says, 'I played the protagonist in Dui
Jibon and Natun Bou. In fact, I have acted in
another film which was neverreleased.  have no
desire to act in any film, though I might direct
films. I consider film making as my ultimate
goal.'

In the last decade, Afzal has developed

Ripples of children's imagination

™ another interest--making ad films. In Afzal's
words, 'I started making ads in 1984. In those
days we had to struggle to develop the industry
to today's level. In my early career as an ad
maker, people were reluctant to appear as
models. Personally, I have created many famous
models and have developed it as an art form.
We basically emphasise on the presentation of a
model.’

'At present, globalisation is a problem in the
ad world. The clients and ad agencies demand
foreign models for ads, which is harmful for the
indigenous advertising industry. I think, the
involvement of unprofessional ad makers is
responsible for this trend. Basically, they go
abroad and shoot ads, taking the help of foreign
technicians and models. Unskilled makers deal
with advertising as a business only but not as an
artform,' says Afzal.

Afzal also talks about the acting scenario in
the country. As he asserts, 'It is really apprecia-
ble that artistes can now take acting as their
profession. However, I think in most cases they
only go after quantity not quality. I do not con-
sider many current artistes as truly professional.
If they were, it would have been reflected in the
high standard of TV plays. I do not blame these
artistes for this phenomenon. In fact art is the
mirror of the society.'

His wife Tazin Halim has made a niche for
herselfas a fashion designer. The couple has two
sons.

Along with making ads, Afzal Hossain also
directs one TV drama serial and a few TV plays.
Heisalso the author of three novels and a collec-
tion of stories jointly with Imdadul Haq Milon.

The Baily Star

Herbert Achternbusch's
anarchic universe

Six films by the New German auteur filmmaker

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

ERBERT Achternbusch remains the least

known of the filmmakers from the New

German Cinema, despite being one of the
most prolific exponents. Achternbusch is a prodigious
novelist, poet, dramatist, painter, actor and anarchist
filmmaker from Bavaria, southern Germany, where he
was born on 23rd November 1938. He studied in the
Academy of Arts in Nuremberg and later on in Munich.
He has made twenty-seven films to date, a fact that
does not do justice to the talent he has. He is hardly
known outside Germany. He is not as renowned as his
fellow New German filmmakers like Kluge, Reitz,
Syberberg, Fassbinder, Wenders, Herzog, Schlondorff,
von Trottaand others.

Heis known among film connoisseurs as the author
of the story from which Werner Herzog adapted his
film 'Heart of Glass'. The prodigious author of about 37

The filmmaker as painter: The Christmasfest of the
Storks (1997) by Herbert Achternbusch

books, 18 plays,
and numerous
radio dramas,
Achternbusch
claims to have
taken up
filmmaking
because it hurt
to sit after writ-
ing so much. A
critical evalua-
tion of his work
isextremely difficult.

A very brief list of his acknowledged influences
gives an indication of a very complicated frame of
mind: Jerry Lewis, John Ford, Charlie Chaplin, Kenji
Mizoguchi, Yasujiro Ozu, and perhaps most impor-
tant, Bavarian satirist of the 1920s, Karl Valentin. His
films are set in a no-man's land between dream and
reality, but made with references to actual events and
to his own life. The living and the dead encounter each
other on the screen, and no one questions the validity.
The films that Achternbusch has made comprise one
of the most fiercely individualistic oeuvres in film
history.

As a director he was censored, his paintings were
often misjudged and in his literary texts, he remains
always undeniably autobiographical. Like no second
artistand Bavarian, he unites anarchy with art. Herbert
Achternbusch is one of the wildest spirits of Bavaria.
Achternbusch always faced difficulty with public
manifestation of his work. In all ranges, he follows his
ownway asaloner and a 'troublemaker'. He is extraor-
dinarily productive. In order to lend to his subjective
expression, he usually plays the main roles himself. He
is always at the centre of his creative universe. Only in
the 1990s, aretrospective of his films was organised. In
1994, Achternbusch was elected a member to the
Bavarian Academy of the Arts.

The Goethe Institut Dhaka and Zahir Raihan Film
Society jointly present six of Achternbusch's films
from 8th to 10th June 2004 at the Germen Cultural
CentreatRoad No. 9, Dhanmondi.

Filmmaker Herbert Achternbusch.

Archive begins
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Film Archive (BFA)
has arranged a three-day long
programme, from June 8 to
JunelO to celebrate it's silver
jubilee at the National Mu-
seum Auditorium from today.

At 3 p.m. state minister for
information M Shamsul Alam
will inaugurate the ceremony.
The programme includes
seminars and displaying of
films. On the opening day, two

Nothing is more beautiful than
the ripples created in a child's
imagination whenever he or she
is given a piece of coloured
paper, a lump of plasticine or a
chalk. A 2-day long exhibition
was held at ERA International
School recently, displaying 355
works in origami, paper, collage,
drawing and plasticine. Eminent
artist and cartoonist Rafiqun
Nabi inaugurated the exhibition
by sketching a bird and writing
below 'Be a noble man' on

Lord of the Rings: The Return of the
Kinghas won two gongs at the 2004
MTV Movie Awards. The final part
of the Lord of the Rings trilogy won
the best film and best action
sequence awards.

Uma Thurman won best female
Berformance for her portrayal of a
loodthirsty revenge raven from
Kill Bill:Vol:1.
Johnny Depp won best male
%erformance for Pirates of the
aribbean: The Curse of the Black
Pearl and Jack Black won best

Lord of the Rings triumphs at MTV Movie Awards

The best kiss tmph}ll3 went to
Amy Smart and Carmen Electra for
their scene with Owen Wilson in
Starsky and Hutch.

Lucy Liu was named best villain
forher performancein Kill Bill 2.

Seann William Scott took the
award for best dance sequence in
American Wedding, thanking
Saturday Night Fever star John
Travolta.

Hosted by teen actress Lindsay
Lohan, prizes were presented by

short films- Lumiere Brothers

and Stop Genocide and after a paper.

break Aasia will be displayed at
7p.m. On the second day of the

programme the scheduled
films are Incident at the Owl
Crick Bridge, Kancher Deyal
and Titas Ekti Nodir Naam. On
the concluding day BFA will

Remembering Anjuman Ara

AHG QuUDDUS The three of us went to ahouse.

display Dhrubo, Bashundhora,
and Ora Egaro Jon.

Mohammed Jahangir
Hossain, the Director as well as
the Executive member of the
Celebration Committee said, '
Through the programme we
would like to inform the people
about the role that BFA plays in
our culture. We think that
through the celebration, we
would be able to achieve pace
in our activities and hope to
make the ministry understand

News of the death of Anjuman
Ara reminds me of one wonderful
dusk we spent together in the
early 1970s. During that period I
used to spend most of my eve-
nings with a family in Segun
Bagicha. I used to call the head of
the household, Bhai, and his wife
Didi. Many national figures
attended the evening gatherings.
On one post-war evening, no one
came for adda except me. Didi
cooked up a plan to spend the
evening in someone else's house.

The lady of the house appeared
familiar but I had never met her
face to face. It was none other
than Anjuman Ara Begum, a
noted singer of the time. Didi
introduced me as her cousin, an
amateur singer who had come
from Kolkata. Anjuman was
thrilled to meet a fellow singer
and brought out her harmonium.
We all began to laugh. She could
not understand the cause of our
laughter. Didi finally disclosed the
plan by saying that I was neither
from Kolkata nor a singer, rather

with her and listen to her favourite
songs.

Eventually Anjuman sang for
two hours. I had never enjoyed
listening to any singer to the same
extent. What made her songs so
unique was her dedication to
music and her commitment to
thismedium.

Anjuman Ara is no more, but
that evening of the early 1970s still
lives on in my memory.

Dr AHG Quddus, Professor of Sociology,

comedy performance for School of
Rock.

Drew Barrymore and Adam
Sandler won the best onscreen
team award for their offbeat amne-
siacromancein 50 First Dates.

Tom Cruise and rapﬁer Snoop
Doggy Dogg among ot

cal performers included Eminem
and his D12 group, the Beastie Boys
and the Yeah Yeah Yeahs.

ers. Musi-
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Tony Awards 2004

Winners of the 2004 Tony Awards (from L) Idina Menzel,
best leading actress in a musical for Wicked, Hugh
Jackman, best leading actor in a musical for The Boy from
Oz, Phylicia Rashad, best leading actress in a play for A
Raisin in The Sun and Jefferson Mays, for best leading
actor in a play for | Am My Own Wife pose with their
awards at The American Theater Wing's 58th Annual Tony
Awards at Radio City Music Hallin New York, June 6,2004.
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