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By-polls: debacle’ of the BNE in
Munshiganj-1 has sent a sense of
worry. in the key ruling party, and
emboldened the opposition in the
anti-government movement and in
fighting the next Dhaka-10 by-
election.

Opposition parties: yesterday
termed Sunday's result as a reflec-
tion of people’s verdict against the
misrule of the four-party coalition,
while BNP'leaders said defeat in a
seat did not mean the popularity of
the governmentwas on thewane.

MUNSHIGAN] BY-POLLS RESULT
Boost for opposition,
worry for BNP

The opposition, including the
Awami League (AL), lent suppott to
Bikalpa Dhara candidate Mahi B
Chowdhury and is likely to follow
the sameline in Dhaka-10 by-polls,

Despite putting on a brave face
on the polls defeat, BNP leaders said
they were worried about Dhaka-10
by-polls and were thinking of hold-
ing the election as early as possible
before the opposition unity consoli-
dated.

A victory in the capital will prove
the government has not lost IiS
popularity, theybelieve,

According to the plan to hasten

Dhaka-10 by-polls, the Election
Commission and the returning
officerwillnotcontestthe case,

Ifthe High Court (HC) directs the
retumning officer to allocate ‘Kula'
(winnowing fan) symbol to Bikalpa
Dhara candidate retired army major
Abdul Mannan, the order will be
carried out without filing, any.
appeal.

The by-clection was slated for
June 6 along with the Miinshiganj
constituency, but the HC stayed the
polls until Junel2 over the symbol
dispute.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

POST-MFA QUOTA REGIME

RMG export may fall

5pc 1in FYO6
IMF projects

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

. The looming expiry of Multi-Fibre

Agreement (MFA) quotas will cause
at least a-5-percent decline in
apparel export from Bangladesh in
financial year (FY) 2005-06, pro-
jected an International” Monetary
Bund (IME) study.

The decline may push down the
country's gross domestic product

(GDP) gmwih by one percentage

point, besides generating additional

financing requirement of almost

$800 million, added the study
ort.

But, Prof Mustafizur Rahman,
researchdirectorof Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), a leading inde-
pendent think-tank of the country,
did not entirely agree with the IMF
views on post-MFA export decline.
For instance, he said, "In some

SEE PAGE 11 COLA

1 killed in attack
on Mahi's
victory parade

UNB, Munshiganj

A supporter of Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) was killed and
several others were injured in an
attack on the victory procession of
MP-elect Mahi B Chowdhury at
Kamargaon in Srinagar upazila
yesterday.

The victim, Masum, 22, was
chopped to death and his brother
Mamun critically wounded while
they were leading a victory proces-
sion toward Srinagar Upazila head-
quartersat about4:00pm.

Masum was tushed to

Sholoshara Hospital where the

doctors declaredhimdead.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The planet Venus is set to glide
across the face of the Sun today, a
rare event that will last 100 times
longer than a solar eclipse and could
causcblindness.

The six-hour transithas not been
witnessed by anyane living and has
not occurred for 122 years, and
observers will position themselves
in Asia, Europe and Africa to gel the

Venus blocks out
sunlight today
Looking directly at the sun with .ﬁalged

eye or through open telescope or -
binoculars can cause blmdness

bestview.

Scientists will e thl: eveht to
test technologies they/will* soon
deploy todetect similarsized worlds
orbiting stars tens, of - hght-yeam
away.

Venus will appear as a tiny black
disc against the Earth but no-one
shouldlook for it without the proper
equipment.

Loaking directly:at the Sun with

SEE PAGE 11 €O 7

NGOs getting bigger
healthcare role

NAmvUL HAQ

The government is engaging more
non-government urganisatmns
(NGOs) in healthcare service provi-
sion following donors' rebuke for
poor implementation of some
majorhealth programmesinvolving
Tk1,172 croreinrecenttitnes.
Sm.m:es said many of the donor-
supported health PLOgramines

failed to achieve their goals due to
mismanagement, political interfer-
ence, corruption and delayinimple-
mentation, resulting even in with-
drawal of fundsin some cases.
Among the Key health projects in
which the government is obliged to
augment involvement of NGOs are
the HIV/AIDS Programime, National
Nutrition Project, National TB
Programme and Community

CTlmr:s
Though launched h'lck in
January 2001, due to ‘major design
faults’, the HIVIAIDS Programme
still exists in paperalone andis strug-
gling to work out a process of its
implementation. The programme
was meant to complement and
support the HIV/AIDS prevention
activities' of the pgovernment's
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Nurul Islam
charged with
leaking .
information

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bureat of Anti-corruption (Bac)

yesterday filed a case against AHM |

Nurul Islam, forced ‘into Tetirement
as the acting secretary to the Prime
Minister's' Office (PMO), and three
employees on:charge of leaking

SEE PAGE 11 COL'6

UNB, Dhaka

Ndrhfcgim'n grants for Bangladesh
development programmes have

good govemnande and lawand order
downslide'.

been reduced 40 percent for ‘lack of

'Norwegian 'aid,
dips by 40pc

Poor governance, law and order blamed

Norwegian Ambassador in

‘Bangladesh Aud Lise Norheimmade

the obseivations, also citing slow
implementation’ of! davélgmlmt:m
projects and cormuption as the other
causes ofthe crunch, 3

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Tigers stare at
heavy defeat

RAREED IM..’&M fram Kr'ngsrm.:, quaica

Bangladesh plunged into deep
trouble when they lost four wickets
for just one run fifteen minutes
before lunch onthe fourth day of the
second and final Test at Sabina Park

yesterday.
Sel score to 275 runs to avoid an
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

 Global fund raising campaign’

to restore the sight of 56,000 people.
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